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BIG PICTURES A MUST-ZUKOR 





Sister of Garry Davis Reports 


How a ‘World Citizen’ Gets Around 


By VIRGINIA DAVIS > 


Geneva, July 5. 


I crossed the Swiss frontier with 
actor | 


Garry Davis, ex-Broadway 
and hoofer and “First World Citi- 
zen” at 11 a.m. Sunday, July 3. 
For the third time my brother 
passed a national frontier without 
identity papers of any kind. He 
renounced his U. S. citizenship in 


protest against nationalism in May, | 


1948. He had already passed the 
Belgian and French borders on 
June 19 and 20. 


As a cameraman filmed the ac- | 


tion for a “historic record,” 
Monsier Franc, head of the Lau- 
sanne cooperative which had in- 
vited Garry Davis to speak, spoke 
to the customs head in the border 
town of Verrieres. Convinced that 
he was looking at Davis, after com- 


paring the real thing with a photo | 
on a flyer Franc gave him, he said, 
You have | 


“Delighted to meet you. 
no papers? Allright you can go 
(Continued on page 53) 


Harvey’ Angels 
Get Another 756 


Backers of “Harvey” have just 
received another dividend of 
$75,000 on their original $30,000 
investment. That brings the total 
return on the show to somewhere 
around $1,500,000-$2,000,000 so far, 
the bulk of the $1,000,000 picture 
sale being still due in several 
yearly payments, plus additional 
coin from foreign, stock and ama- 
teur rights, etc. 

The latest distribution of $75,000 
represents a quarterly return on 
the play’s fifth year, ending next 
October. It’s believed no straight 
play has ever continued to pile up 
such profits over such a_ long 
period. Largest payment for any 
Single year was approximately 
$500,000. 

In preparation for resumption 
of the comedy’s tour in the fall, a 
reserve of $35,000 is 
by producer Brock Pemberton. 
Although no star is set to go on 
the road again, it’s figured possible 
Frank Fay may change his mind 
and agree to go out for another 
Season, this time playing mostly 
One-nighters and split weeks. If 
not, some other major name will 
be sought. 


Author as Disk Jock 
With Beale St. Yarns 


Memphis, July 12. 








An unusual type of disk jockey | 
program hits the air here this week | 
over WHBQ (Mutual), when Negro | 


author Geerge W. Lee broadcasts 


from his Beale Street office folk- | 
lore tales of the old street between | 


Platters played at the station studio. 

Lee, author of several books on 
Beale street, is noted for his blues 
Stories, based on events around the 
turn of the century. 


being held | 





Laying It On 

In the old days they used to 
call it home-runs. But now, 
depending on your favorite TV 
station or sponsor, it’s a Bal- 
lantine Blast, a White Owl 
Wallop or a Chesterfield Satis- 
fier. 

It’s figured that if. one of the 
stations lost itS baseball spon- 
sor, a homer would become a 
| Sustaining Smash. $ 





a aa 





SAG, Equity, AFRA 
~ Pushing Tax Bill 
To Aid Actors 


Hollywood, July 12. 
Hearings open Thursday (14) be- 
fore the House Ways & Means 
|Committee in Washington on a 
| plan presented by the Screen Ac- 





‘tors Guild, Equity and American | 


Federation of Radio Artists to re- 
| vise the income tax system in re- 
'gard to professions in which the 
annual take of individual varies 
from year to year. Richard Carl- 
son, SAG board member, left for 
the hearings Saturday (9). Thomas 
Tarleau, former tax official under 
President Roosevelt, has been 
working on the plan for the past 
three years, jointly for the three 
talent unions. 

Scheme calls for same deal as 
now in force for corporations. 
Example would be that an individ- 
ual earning $50,000 the first year; 
$10,000 the second; $15,000 the 
third; $25,000 the fourth, etc., pay- 


(Continued on page 55) 





L. A. ‘Drunkard’ Rolls 
Merrily Into 17th Year 


Los Angeles, July 12. 
“The Drunkard” entered its 17th 
year in Los Angeles on July 6. 
Show has been playing at the The- 
atre Mart here since 1933, when 
Galt Bell brought it down after a 
tryout in Carmel. House has been 
well-filled at every performance. 
| Bell, oddly enough, died on the 
116th anniversary of the Los An- 
geles production. 


HANDY FUND FOR BLIND 
Albany, July 12. 
| W.C. Handy Foundation for the 
Blind, Inc., chartered in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, has filed a cer- 
'tificate designating New York State 
offices for raising and distributing 
fund to aid the Negro blind. 

Katherine Handy Lewis is a sec- 
retary of the corporation, which is 
non-stock. 

Famed composer of the “St. 
Louis Blues,” ‘‘Memphis Blues,” 
‘ete., is himself blind. 





VET SHOWN 
§ QUTLE 


By IRA WIT 








| 
| 
} 
} 
} 
| 


Current events in both 


wood and New 


ithe difficulties now harrying the 


| film business, according to Adolph | 
Zukor, dean of the motion picture | 


industry. Zukor, who declares him- 


|self “more than optimistic for the | 


” 


future,” thinks the current crisis in 
|the business has its exact parallel 


{in the train of happenings that fol- | 
“We handled | 
and | 


lowed World War I. 
our problems correctly then 
we’re going about it the right way 
now,” Paramount’s board chair- 
man asserts. 


Hollywood's picture studios are 


now heading in the right direction, 
Zukor believes, because they are 
attacking the problem of preparing 
“pictures with abnormal staying 
power.” “There is now a greater 
effort to make films with longer 
playing potential than there has 
been in the past 10 years,” Par- 
|amount topper believes. 

“It is not the number of pictures 


which will keep the theatres open | 


any longer,” Zukor added. ‘The 
public is just not going to a theatre 
(Continued on page 55) 


Wait Till AFM Hears 
About AGVA’s Gold Card 
To White House 88er 


Washington, July 12. 
Truman may yet be 
a jurisdictional bat- 





President 
the cause of 


tle between the American Guild 
of Variety Artists and the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians. 


President Truman, w.k. as a piano 
player, was presented with a gold 
lifetime honorary membership card 
last week by an AGVA delegation 
in recognition of his abilities as a 
mimie and his efforts on behalf of 
labor in his attempts to repeal the 
Taft-Hartley Act. The President’s 
ability to mimic was made known 


when he lampooned H. V. Kalten- 


| born in the newsreels. 
AGVA and AFM have been feud- 
ing for some time because of the 


musicians’ union claim to jurisdic- | 


tion of ali talent which plays a mu- 
sical instrument. AGVA claims 
mimics, no matter what instrument 
is played. 





Laughton Set for 10 
| Weeks of 1-Niters 


Hollywood, July 12. 


Giving readings from Shakes- 
peare and the Bible, Charles 


Laughton starts a 10-week personal 
appearance tour of concert halls 
on Oct. 1. One-man show was set 
by Paul Gregory, head of MCA 
concert bureau, and the Berg-Al- 
lenberg agency. 

Laughton’s first date will be at 
London, Ont. Others will be mostly 
in eastern seaboard cities. All will 

ibe one-nighters. 


Holly- } 
York will over-ride | 





\ “Television Would Provide Monitor 


System for Pictures in Production 





| Murtagh Glad 


John M. Murtagh, New York 
City commissioner of investi- 
gation, finally got around to 
seeing “South Pacific’ last 
week. This is the Rodgers- 
Hammerstein musical smash 
he threatened to close about 
two months ago, early in his 
current probe of theatre ticket- 
scalping on Broadway. 

At the final curtain, 
capacity audience was 
the usual ovation, the 
missioner turned to his wite 
and exclaimed, “That’s the 
greatest show I ever saw—I’m 
certainly glad I didn’t close it.” 


as the 
giving 
com- 
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‘Music Stretched | 
To 75 Minutes As 
~ Winchell Sub? 


With Walter Winchell checking 
off with ABC program for the dura- 
| tion of the summer after this Sun- 
| day’s (17) broadcast, Kaiser-Frazer, 
his sponsor, has rejected a number 
of summer replacement proposals. 
Instead, K-F may fill the WW 
hiatus time with a pickup of the 
“Stop the Music” giveaway. 

This means that “Music” would 
be expanded from its present 60- 
minute (8 to 9) layout to 75 minutes, 
with K-F retaining the same quar- 
ter-hour time segment. 

Meanwhile, WW has an option 
coming up on next season’s con- 
tinuance under K-F_ auspices. 
Though he’s still one of the most 
potent Hooper draws on the kilo- 
cycles, the speculation rather is 
whether Kaiser-Frazer will be in a 
position to renew. Winchell’s con- 
tract is with ABC network. which, 
in turn, sold the program to K-F. 


MISS AMERICA PAGEANT 
TO BE TELEVISED IN A.C. 


Atlantic City, July 12 

This: year’s Miss America Beauty 
| Pageant will be televised, with deal 
under way with NBC to sell entire 
program, which includes daylight 
parade and four shows on succes- 
sive evenings, as a single package 
to the highest bidder. 

However, Pageant officials will 





not permit the show to be put on 
the airwaves other than TV, the 
exception being Saturday nights, 


when it’s a sellout, anyway. 

While no deal has been closed to 
sell the TV rights, officials of the 
resort’s biggest spectacle expect 
one to be consummated soon. Leo- 
nore Slaughter, who has been di- 
rector of the event for a number 
of years, says a deal is definitely 

iin the making. 


Twentieth-Fox production veepee 
Darryl F. Zanuck believes that 
television can prove a boon to the 
film producer by providing him 
with an automatic looksee from his 
office at the work going on in any 
soundstage. Other proposals for 
utilizing TV in film production have 
been made by other producers, 
such as its use by directors to line 
up action before starting the film 
cameras to roll. 

According to Zanuck, his theory 
can be valuable to a studio produc- 
tion chief or any producer who has 
more than one film in work at a 
time. By installing pre-focussed 
cameras on all sound stages and a 
receiving screen in his office. the 
producer would only have to push 
a button to see whatever studio he 
wanted. He could thus have his 
finger continually on the progress 
of each picture without leaving his 
desk. Zanuck said, before he flew 
to Europe two weeks ago, that he 
is considering such use of TV but 
has not put it into effect. 

Other producers, notably Frank 
Capra and S. Sylvan Simon, have 
predicted a more concentrated pur- 
pose for video in their work. They 
propose installing TV cameras in 
each studio, which could _ be 
wheeled into position at approxi- 

(Continued on page 48) 


Berlin's 2d Song 
To Boy Scout Fund 


Irving Berlin has ceded the copv- 





right, proceeds, etc., of another 
song, the first since “God Bless 


America,” to the Boy Scouts and 
Girl Scouts Foundation of America. 
This is “Give Me Your Tired, Your 
Poor,” based on the Emma Lazarus 
poem on the pedestal of the Statue 
of Liberty. It’s part of the ‘Miss 
Liberty” score. 

Berlin considers this to be an 
“important” song which will grow 
in stature — and economy — hence 
his move to donate it to the Foun- 
dation. Like “God Bless America,” 
he deliberately divests himselt of 
any possible suspicion of profit from 
a patriotic song. The last named 

(Continued on page 55) 





S.F. Lions Roar on Heidt’s 
Extra Bite of Benefit Coin 


San Francisco, July 12. 

San Francisco Lions Club are 
burned over conduct of Horace 
Heidt at its benefit last week at the 
Civic Auditorium. Maestro is re- 
ported as having refused to go on 
until he had been given a cut of 
the program sales. He's reported 
to have gotten an additional $100 
because of his squawk. 

Heidt was booked for the affair 
at a guarantee against 60°. Many 
members of the organization are 
peeved at the committee for mak- 
ing a pact on such stiff terms, since 


ithe affair was a benefit. 
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H'wood Pix Cop 9 ‘Oscars’ in Belgium: 


Brit. Strong at Venice; U.S. in Locarno 


+ 


Knokke. Belgium, July 12. 

Though American films copped 
nine Belgium “Oscars” (miniature 
statues of St. Michael) at the wind- 
up of the 
World Film and Fine Arts Festival 
here Sunday night (10), the award 
for the best feature-length film ot 
the vear went to the Italian-made 
“The Bicycle Thief.” Representa- 
tives from 24 nations attended the 
festival. Citations for the best all- 
around representation went to 
Warner's “Johnny Belinda,” RKO s 
“The Window,” UA’s “Home of the 


Brave.” 20th’s “Yellow Sky,” Par’s 
“Sorrv. Wrong Number” and Met- 
ro's “Hills of Home.” 

“The Window” also won the 


award for the best - directed film. 
Top honors for animated cartoons 
went to the Hollywood - produced 
“Picture On Your Mind.” The 
award for the best overall newsreel 
was given to Fox-Movietone News 
for its release of June 20, 1949. 


10 Films in Locarno 
Zurich, July 5. 


With the Fourth Locarno Film 
Festival beginning Friday (8), 
some 10 films have been entered 
for appraisal. Total includes Para- 
mount’s “Sorry, Wrong Number,” 
Goldwyn’s “Enchantment,” 20th’s 
“Vellow Sky” and “Lady in Er- 


mine.” European product submit- 
ted consists of “Bicycle Thieves” 
(Italy), “The Mill at the Po” (Italy) 
and four French films. 

Gallic pix are: Pattes Blanches,” 


“Le Secret de Mayerling,” “La 
Ferme des Sept Peches” and 
“L’Ecole Buissonniere.” Prize-win- 


ners are to be announced July 17, 
the festival’s final day, with awards 
to comprise a “Grand Prix du Fes- 
tival” for the best feature in addi- 
tion to seven other prizes. Rulings 
will be made by a committee of six 
top Swiss critics presided over by 
Dr. H. Mauerhofer, secretary of 
the Swiss Board of Motion Pictures 


British, Czechs At Venice 
Genoa, July 7. 

While the Soviet Union has 
stated it won't participate at this 
yvear's Venice Film Festival, both 
the British and Czech governments 
have announced the names of the 
pix they are sending to the August 
film show. 

British entries are five (one 
above limit of four imposed on 
countries producing less than 300 
films a vear) in the feature field, 
plus 43 subjects entered in the 
various specialized sections. Fea- 
tures are “Kind Hearts and Coro- 
nets,” ‘The Blue Lagoon,” “Elusive 
Pimpernel,” ‘Private Angelo,” 
“The Third Man.” No statement 
was made about the easing of the 
regulations in the case of Britain, 
but 
British) refused to participate at 
all unless five films were permitted. 

Czechoslovakia is submitting two 
feature films, “Nema Barikada”’ 
(‘The Silent Barricade’) and 
“Cisaruv Slavik” (“The Emperor's 
Nightingale”), plus two short sub- 
jects, “Roman S'Basou” (“Tale of 
the Bass Violin”) in color, and “The 
Feast of the Sokols.” 





Paris Heat Wilts Biz 


Paris, July 12. 
Continued heatwave is killing 
business, while tourists are piling 
in. 
About 32 
tered so far this season. 





three-week Belgian ' 


terprise 


it is rumored that they (the) 


legiters have shut- , 
| list. 


13 Top Press-Radicites 


Killed in Plane Crash 


Bombay, July 12. 


Thirteen top newsmen and 


radioites. returning from a month’s | 


tour of Indonesia as guests of the 
Dutch Government, were killed in 
a crash of a KLM airliner today 
(Tues.) The plane, 
tion, crashed into hill 
during a heavy wind 
storm 

Newsmen killed were: 
Newton, Scripps-Howard papers; 
S. Burton Heath, Newspaper En- 
Assn.: Bertram Hulen, 
N. Y. Times: Nat A. Barrows, Chi- 


here 
rain- 


near 
and 


William 


tago Daily News; Charles Gratke, 
Christian Science Monitor; Vin- 
cent Mahoney, San _ Francisco 
Chronicle; James Branyan, Hous- 
ton Post; John Werkley, Times | 
magazine: Thomas Falco, Busi- | 


ness Week; and Fred Colvig, Den- 
ver Post. Radio representatives 
killed were: Elsie Dick, director of 


women’s and educational broad- 
casts of Mutual: H. R. Knicker- 
bocker, commentator of WOR, 
N. Y.: and George Moorad, of 
GW and the Portland Oregon- | 
ian 

Dorothy Brandon, of the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune, and William R. 


Matthews, of the Tucson Star, who 
were also in the press party, were 
not on the fatal flight. They stayed 
behind 


NATKE Wooing 





U.S. Prod. In Brit. 


London, July 12. 

Need for employment and pres- 
sure from the National Assn. of 
Theatre & Kinematograph Employ- 
may see between 10 and 20 
American film productions shooting 
shortly on several of the J. Arthur 
Rank stages. Tom O'Brien's union, 
finding itself slowed to a walk by 
the shutdown of native British film 
production, told the local produc- 
tion echelon that it doesn’t care for 
whom it works, so long as it works. 
The British producers are reported 
to have recognized the wisdom of 
opening up new employment chan- 


ees 


nels for NATKE personnel, since | 


the local industry itself is not as 
prolific as in former years. 

As result, more sound stages, 
facilities, ete., will be made avail- 
able to American units, 


that purpose. 


Hollywood Slant 
Hollywood, July 12. 

Flow of more and more Holly- 
wood production to Europe, to 
utilize frozen sterling, lire and 
francs, has [ATSE labor incensed. 
There have been repercussions in 
the past and protests are continu- 
ing to mount. 


FAIRBANKS HONORED 


London, July 12. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., is sched- 
uled to be made an_ honorary 
Knight of the British Empire in a 
private, informal ceremony at 
Buckingham Palace, today (Tues.). 
In addition to knighting Fair- 
banks. King George VI will pre- 
sent his annual birthday honors 
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a Constella- | 


utilizing | 
frozen British coin, of course, for | 


‘ceded on another flight. 


| Came 
, crew's skillful work. 





370th WEEK ! 
3,772 Performances 
\ ime long run record in the | 
its! Ate t} itre, 
siti oe — 
KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
And now in world-w ide release 


“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award Film 


Sponsors Read 








~ Own TV Comm's 


which 
personally read 


tees off next 
via WJZ-TV, 


television show in 


will 


First 
the 
the commercials 
Wednesday (20) 
N. Y., starring N. Y. Daily Mirror 
columnist Nick Kenny. Albert V. 
Saphin, prez of Monarch-Saphin 
Co., a group of electric appliance 


sponsor 


astores which will bankroll the pro- 
| gram, 
panes played the Palace, N. Y., will | 


and a former vauder who 
come in on the commercial slot 
whenever he feels the urge, to of- | 
fer special bargains to viewers. 

Titled the “Nick Kenny Show,” 
it will feature the columnist’s pres- 
entation of new and old songs by 
the composers, plus an “and then 
I wrote” type of interview with 
the cleffers. Awards to bandlead- 
ers who helped make the song 
famous will also be handed out 
from time to time. Show goes into 
the Wednesday night at 7:30 slot 
as a 15-minute venture and will 
be extended to a half-hour in the 
fall. 

George Scheck and Lou Dahl- 
man will produce and direct, with 
Albert Biack, listed as a musical 
historian and researcher, handling 
the music. 





Danny Kaye’s Next ‘Big 
Deal Is to Increase My 
Life Insurance Policy’ 


Danny Kaye, in New York for a 
one-day stopover from England 
prior to returning to Hollywood, 
shook off the jitters caused by his 
narrow escape from a near-trans- 
atlantie plane disaster and said: 
“My next big deal will be to in- 


Kaye, however planed to Holly- 
wood Friday night (8) with his ae- 
companist Sam Prager, Kaye’s 
press manager, Eddie Dukoff, pre- 


were on the engine-crippled Pan- 
American strato-cruiser which was 
forced to turn back some 650 miles 
over the Atlantic ocean after tak- 
ing off from London. 

Kaye was in no mood to talk 
business. Following completion of 
his next film tor Warner Bros., the 
comedian Said his sole plan was to 
get a California’ sunburn. As for 
vaude’s “comeback” in New York, 


during his tour-months of British 
personal appearances, Kaye re- 
marked, “that’s great. now I can 
return to my old racket.” But he 


still had no plans, either for vaude 
or video, in the foreseeable future. 
Even his next WB pic chore is un- 
certain as yet. 

Kaye denied reports that he en- 
tertained the other 52 passengers 
on the stricken plane while it was 
in danger of going down. “I com- 
torted some who were more scared 
than myself,” the comedian said. 
“but I wasn't joking.” Kaye said 
that Prager, Dukoff and himself 


| were assigned to do specific jobs in 


of a crash but 
through safely 


case they finally 


due to the 


All three | 





N.Y. the Show Biz Capital? 


There's already being evidenced on both coasts a belief that tele. 
vision will once again firmly entrench Broadway as the capital of 
all show business. Recognizing Hollywood’s encroachments. both 
as a film and radio talent center, the feeling mounts that the 
will become the No. 1 focal point for 
| it is for Broadway legit, and the like. 


, . east 
electronic entertainment. as 


Already the Coast defenders, sensing this possible shift back east 


| from the Hollywoods, argue that 


this need never come to pass. If an: 


occasional flyer east for some TV shots become necessary, that 
| doesn’t mean putting the shutters on that Bevhills swimming pool 


| The jury’s still out. 





By Cornelius 








Rome, July 1. 

Rome suffocatingly hot, fantas- 
tically noisy, dirty and dusty and 
by far the most expensive town 
we've struck so far in Europe this 
year. 
into lunehing in the basement of 
Les Ambassadeurs here, has since 
planed home after a four-month 
world flight. He may become the 
Administration’s first ambassador 
ito Soviet China, where he and Mrs. 
MeNutt spent awhile. 

Highlights in my interview with 
Count Sforza in very same cham- 
ber of the Ghici Palatzo here, in 
which I interviewed Mussolini July 
2, 1928, and from whence he took 
me on that memorable three-day 
ride in his Fiat car during which 


Fabian Also Has 


- Theatre TV Aims 


| With 


Charles P. Skouras’ Na- 
tional Theatres pioneering theatre 
television in its Coast houses, via 
a circuit hookup, the likelihood 


now is that Si Fabian’s 50-theatre | 


circuit will act as bellwether 
the east. Fabian, last week. 
patched Nate Halperin, his video 
consultant, to the Coast for huddles 
with Skouras and other NTers. 
Halperin, a former CBS exec now 
on Fabian payroll, will survey the 
Coast theatre tele situation and 
report back to the circuit op. 
Reportedly, Fabian has sounded 
out .Baseball Commissioner A. B. 
Chandler on the _ possibilities of 
booking this year’s World Series 
at his Fabian Fox theatre. Brook- 
lyn showease. Understood the cir- 
cuit operator is not seeking an 
exclusive but is convinced he can 
do terrific business playing day- 


in 


and-date with regular tele outlets. | 


Fabian’s enthusiasm springs 
from the results of his large- 
screen tele showing of the Joe 
Walcott-Ezzard Charles champion- 
ship match, June 22. He packed 
the Fabian Fox despite the fact 


that the bout played every bar | 


within miles besides thousands of 
homes in the neighborhood. 





Pix-Radio-TV-Jukes In 
Combined Campaign To 


} 


| Hypo Govt.’s VD Drive 


crease my tife insurance policy.” | 


Films, radio, television and juke- 
boxes are being lined up for a ma- 
jor venereal disease educational 
campaign to be launched by the 
U. S. Public Health Service at the 
end of July. Drive, which was 
tested out in New York last fall 
over local radio outlets, will hit 
about 300 cities with the coopera- 
tion of show biz media. Strategy 
for the anti-V.D. war has been 
mapped by the Columbia Univer- 
sity’s Communications Material 
Service, which was commissioned 
to do the job last year by the U.S. 
agency. P 

Three film shorts on the subject 
have already been completed by 
Telenews, N. Y. newsreel outfit, 
with a fourth in work. Written by 
Erik Barnouw. who's heading the 
project for Columbia, and Newton 
Meltzer, the shorts revolve around 
interviews with Joe Louis, Jackie 
Robinson, Bud Palmer and Mel 
Allen. Distribution will be aimed 


at regular film houses and TV out- | 


lets, wherever possible, for maxi- 
mum national coverage. 

Barnouw, also prexy of the Radio 
Writers Guild, has also packaged 
a series of plattered shows and spot 
announcements featuring top name 
personalities. Successful runoff of 
the N. Y. drive is expected to clear 
up any misgivings held by station 
operators about running the anti- 


1 V.D. material. 


Vagabonding With Vandy 


Paul McNutt, whom we ran | 


dis- | 


Vanderbilt, Jr. 








he hit-run an Italian child. Sforza 
posed for me on same balcony from 
whence Mussolini used to make his 
speeches, remarking wryly, “| hope 
1 have a better death.” 

| Called upon Togliatti at pcy 
(Commie Hdgatrs.), two blocks away 
from Spanish embassy, but that’s 
,another story. Togliatti’s HQ looks 
like a red J. P. Morgan & Co. Its 
three top-floors are constructed of 
‘red marble and red brick. 

Ran into Gladys (Mrs. Eddie G.) 
Robinson on steps outside St. 
|Peter’s, with Grant Mitchell, 
Robinson leaves for San Remo to 
‘film an all-Italian picture. At 
Nino’s, famed for its Tuscany, four- 
inch-thick juicy steaks, the Joe 
|Eichenbaums training off to Mu- 
nich, Vienna, Amsterdam and 
Cannes next evening. Luneched 
with Myrna Loy, Gene Markey and 
Msgr. Hemmich, permanent Canon 
of St. Peter’s at the Grand. Hem- 
mich, Pittsburgh-born, has a sister 
(Mrs. Johnson) living in D. C.: but 
has spent past 18 years here. Ils 
as interesting in his own way as 
Msgr. Abbling (Italy’s Boys Town) 
who called upon us for a contribu- 
tion. No American sees the Holy 
Father unless rigorously catechized 
by Hemmick Ramon. At next table 
at Donet’s were Connie Bennet and 
the Max Schusters with Lynn Mer- 
rick and her ardent beau, Alan 
Curtis. Everyone goes to Georges, 
not for the antipasto which is 
|extra-super, but to hear Del Palo 


and his guitar. After Jimmy 
Dunn's cocktail party for the 
Myron Taylors the mob raced to 


Pesetta’s for chops from Lombardy 
and zuchini fried on strips, like 
fried potatoes. Sonia Tanka, of the 
Ballet Russe, British star Robert 
Helpmann, the Henry Henigsons of 
| M-G-M. Bobby Pells from USIJS in 
| Milan (he used to run Paris Edition 
N. Y. Post), Isa Miranda, Italian 
thrush, Stephen Bekessy and his 
play-wright wife Hagar Wilde. the 
Ralph Becks (he used to be Gen. 
Clay’s Accreditation Officer in 
Frankfurt), Henry Miller and 
| Baron Faroce of the Foreign Office 
Press staff. Later at Dreher’s, in 
‘the shadow of the Coliseum, many 
of the same gang drink beer and 
sip their Stregas. 

| “Don't come to Rome unless you 
ean afford to” should be C. of C. 
slogan. Our week's bill at the 
Grand had 21% taxes and 18% 
services charges (39% toto) added 
to it. Hotel servants swear the 
|management never pays them the 
.18% we're taxed. 





D.C. PROBES ‘MONOPOLY’ 
__ IN PIX AND RADIO BIZ 


Washington, July 12. 

Kickoff sessions to a broad in- 
quiry on monopoly, pegun yesier- 
day before the House Judiciary 
Committee, will get into the sub- 
jects of motion pictures and radio. 
Morris L. Ernst, New York lawyer, 
who has expressed concern ovet 
/monopoly in television. appears be- 
‘fore the committee tomorrow (13). 


Next week, Ellis Arnall, prexy 
of the Society of Independent Mo- 
tion Picture Producers, is to tes- 
tify. At subsequent hearings the 
committee will hear Thurman Arf- 
nold, former assistant U. S. attor- 
ney-general, and Herbert A. Berg- 
son, assistant attorney-general 
charge of anti-trust, who has been 
handling prosecution of picture 
companies. Officials of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
are also expected to appear. 

David Cushman Coyle, econo 
mist. has been named as consult- 
ant to the subcommittee conduct- 
ing the probe. Members are 
Emanuel Celler (D.-Ne Y.’. chalr- 
man: Francis E. Walter (D.-Pa.), 
Joseph R. Bryson (D.-S. C.’, J. 
Frank Wilson (D.-Tex.), Earl C- 
Michener (R.-Mich.), Winfield K. 
Denton (D.-Ind.), Kenneth 6 Keat- 
ing (R.-N. Y.), and William B. Me 
Culloch (R.-Ohio). 
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CIRCUITS BEAT D. OF J. T0 PUNCH 








Get "Em Back Into That Habit 


There’s no question that the No. 1 job of the U. S. picture 
business is to get the customer back into the theatre-going habit. 
Motion pictures have been a mass entertainment medium for 
ihe entire family. Since the pioneer days of the industry, show- 
men like Marcus Loew advocated keeping the film theatre price 
down so that the whole family can go. 


True, changing times and standards have compelled upping 
the tariffs. But what Hollywood has failed to do is to sell the 
idea that, relatively, the price differential upwards is little com- 
pared to the rise of other commodities. 


Even the masses recognize that television is not going to make 
the rest of show business resign from the amusement world. 
Incidentally, there’s an excellent series of shorts in the John- 
ston office on what’s right with films—not wrong, for a change 
—which belongs on many more screens than have given it book- 
ings. It’s the sort of thing that keeps the picture business 
punching. 


There is certainly need for better intra-industry cohesion. 
That goes far distributors and exhibitors alike. It’s gotten so 
that even the customers—the exhibitor’s public—knows of these 
wrangles between the producer and the middle-man. Such 
bad public relations spells bad business. 


that reason, are 
the producer-dis- 


and, for 
between 


Top industry execs recognize this 
urging for smoother coordination 
tributor and the exhibitor. They certaintly need each other. 
More so now than ever. If divorcement will limit “automatic” 
bookings, by the same token the theatreowners can wind up with 
empty stores and big white screens if they don’t recognize the 
producer-distributor’s problems on costs, quality, and all that 
goes with it. 


If a Detroit auto manufacturer, or an Akron rubbergoods pro- 
ducer engages in some intra-industry wrangles with his middle- 
men, nobody cares. Let a “Z’ player or theatre usher get into 
some hassle, and it’s hot news. That’s the penalty of the Holly- 
wood glamor. It’s time the trade interpreted that glamor into 
more positive payoffs. 


Right now the industry, on several fronts, is engaged in fur- 
thering that goodwill. The Theatre Owners of America are pro- 
moting certain ideas of their own. The major picture companies 
are now huddling with the Pacific Coast Conference of Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners in San Francisco. From there the 
Motion Picture Industry Council ‘Eric Johnston, Ned Depinet, 
Francis Harmon, et al.) is shifting to Los Angeles, and then back 
to the east for another powwow with the Independent Theatre 
Owners Ass’n in New York. 


The common objective should be to “get ‘em back into the 
habit.” It’s got to be that way. It was too easy for them to fall 
out of the habit. 


There are now excellent incentives to recoup lost ground. Even 
the more captious critics of pix concede that the quality stand- 
ard is up. It’s imperative that the message be gotten across 
that not all British films are great, in answer to a frequent 
query of “why do British pix surpass the Hollywood brand?” 
Hollywood’s standards have not slipped so much. In fact it’s 
the reverse. The seemingly Anglophobe film critics on some of 
the dailies—writing in important outlets of wide and/or prestige 
circulations—continue to give false accent to an occasional 
“Hamlet,” “Red Shoes” or “Quartet.” The accent really should 
end right there. 


The quality of American films is definitely on the rise and 
has been for the past year. The movement towards closer intra- 
industry harmony, such as the Depinet-Johnston powwows with 
exhibitor forces and other elements is a step—and a right one— 
to line up the industry for the real drive which must follow. 
That push must be directed at the customers to let them know 
that American films are back to stay. 


The industry, as a whole, which excels in showmanship talent, 
should plan some nationwide campaign to capture the imagina- 
tion of the public. Whether it be through hard-hitting adver- 
tising, a series of important stunts or something new (to 
America), such as a national film festival, it must be something 
potent enough to rivet the public’s attention. Having recap- 
tured the public’s attention, the all-important objective to punch 


across is that films| are better. __ Abel. ; 
MG CASTING VETEAS [is <ohsterts.to te, Coe 
BAIT FOR OLDER FANS i siaiava ‘ee 


with Glenn Ford and Miss Leigh in 


Hollywood, July 12. 
More than 10 Metro pictures are 
soon to be made with top players 


“Bodies and Souls.” 
S. Z. Sakall. another 


over 60 years of age. Eight others Reginald Owen, in “The Secret 
are nearing release. It’s all part Garden”: Morgan and Lewis Stone 
7 . drive on Metro's part to lure in “Any Number Can Play”; Stone 
patrons over 35 back into the thea- jy, “Stars in My Crown”; Gene 


tres pe 
+ Lockhart in ““Madame Bovary, 


Stars are Ethel Barrymore, Wal- Marsan and James Giessen 16 
ter Huston, Frank Morgan, Edmund “Key to the City.” _ 
Gwenn, Donald Crisp, Sydney ; ; 
Greenstreet, Lionel Barrymore 


and Charles Coburn. 
more will be in three. 


Miss Barry- 
co-starring 


Walshes Remarry 


with Huston, Morgan, Gregory Tucson, July 12. 

Ace and Ava Gardner in “The Raoul Walsh remarried his wife. 
meat Sinner,” with Kathryn Gray- | wary Simpson Walsh, in Tucson 

son, Jose Iturbi and Mario Lanza a 

in “That Midnight Kiss,” and with Julv 7. Couple were concerned 

Walter Pidgeon, , Peter Lawford, °Y®" legality ot marriage per- 
\ngela Lansbury ‘and Janet Leigh formed in Mexico in 1947. 

in “Red Danube.” He’s a Warner Bros. director. 
Gwenn and Crisp are co-starred She is a non professional, 


ao 


oldster, is 
in “In the Good Old Summertime”; 


and 








PLAN T 
ALL 


Entire pattern of big, non-af- 
| filiated circuit operations through- 
out the country will be revolution- 
ized within the next couple of years 
| if present circuit plans go through. 
| To head off the threat of further 
| anti-trust actions by the Dept. of 
| Justice along the lines of the re- 
cently settled Schine suit, the 
chains are now planning to open 
all closed situations by the volun- 
tary sale of at least one house in 
each town. 

That’s the word of insiders who 
}are aware of quiet negotiations 
|} which have already been initiated 
by some of the bigger webs to un- 
load a large number of houses. 
Their plans, it is said, call for the 
transfer of theatres in every spot 
where they currently have abso- 
lute control as a defensive meas- 
ure against almost certain action 
by the Government 

In an effort to beat the D. of J. 
to the punch, the big circuits are 
taking their cue from the settle- 
ment in the Schine suit and the 
rulings which preceded it. The 
body of law, as the circuits now 
see it, is against closed, non-com- 
petitive situations. Hence, the 

(Continued on page 18) 


Sears on Coast 
Urges UA Owners 
- Assume B.R. Role 


July 12. 











| Hollywood, 
| United 
| planed in from New 
day (Mon.) to enter 
|huddles with company 
| Mary Pickford and Charles Chap- | 
lin on means of raising much- 
needed coin for partial financing | 
of UA’s indie producers. 

Sears reportedly told several 
producers he had figured a solu- 
tion to UA problems through Miss 
Pickford and Chaplin financing 
company operations out of their 
personal funds. 
to have said that another $1,- 
500,000 at least would be obtain- 
| able from the outside—presum- 
ably from banks on both Coasts 
/who would put up first money fi- 
'nancing on the guarantee that the 
partners would back it with the 

(C ontinued on | page 22) 


Immediate 





PEN Looks 
TWATIONS 


Artists prez Grad Sears | 
York yester- 


owners | 


Sears is reported | 


For a Slice 





Barney Balaban Plans 
Quickie Hop to Europe 

Barney Balaban, Paramount's 
prez, is mulling possibility of a fast 
trip to Europe in August. Balaban 
will plane to the Continent for a 
couple of weeks if pressure of busi- 
ness permits. 

His wife (Tillie) and two young- 
est children, Judith and Leonard, 
are currently in Paris having em- 
barked for Europe last Thursday 
(7). Balaban trip, if it material- 
izes, will be a combination of vaca- 
tion and business. 


Mayers’ Detour to Fla. 
Before L.B. and Schenck 
Talk M-G Prod., Contract 


New York this week 
Mayer, Metro's studio 
series of home- 
various top 
run through 
Mayer, who 
Beach today 
his wife 
Susan 


Arrival in 
of Louis B. 
chief, sets off a 
office huddles_ by 
Metroites which will 
this week and next. 
heads for Miami 
(Wed.) or tomorrow with 
and adopted daughter, 
|Danker, has already had~ several 
talks with Nicholas M. Schenck, 
|Metro prez, on both the company’s 
|future plans and renewal of his 
personal employment ticket. 

Mayer is slated to return to 


Sunday (17) to renew his pediibes 
which will carry through next 
week. William F. Rodgers, M-G’s 


distribution v.p., arrives from the 
(Continued on page 24) 


GRIFFIS SLATED FOR 





| 

Stanton Griffis, 
ignation as U. 
| try. 


| tive committee, an important post | 


which he held in absentia while on | _ 


| diplomatic duties. 
Tenure of office for the finan- 
cier, however, may be briet. It is 


| reported that he is being consid- 
‘ered for the top diplomatic job of 


/ambassador to Britain in place of | 
is un- | 


|Lewis Douglas. Griffis, it 
derstood, recently nixed an offer 
‘of President Truman to the No. 1 
| post in Argentina. 











’ National Boxoffice Survey | 


Nation’s Film Biz Perks Despite Heat — ‘Somes,’ 
‘Daughter,’ ‘Fountainhead,’ ‘Steal’ Retain Lead 


Nation's film boxoffice: 
ing slightly this week, as custom- 


ers apparently are discovering an | 


airconditioned theatres makes a 
good refuge from the heat. Sev- 
eral of the key cities covered by 
Variety, though. are still slow, in- 
cluding New York, Boston and De- 
troit. Responsible for the slack in 
those quarters are believed to be 
the plethora of holdovers, com- 
bined with general weakness of 
new product and—of course—the 
heat. 

“Fountainhead” (WB) is copping 
top honors among the film new- 
comers across the nation, but it’s 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and “Nep- 
tune’s Daughter” (M-G), both now 
holdover in most spots, which are 
drawing the most trade. ‘‘Foun- 
tain’ topped Detroit with nice 
$25.000 and is doing well in In- 
dianapolis. fair in Minneapolis, 
solid in Cincinnati and good in 





New York 
“Jones” and “Daughter” opened 
simultaneously in Omaha and 


proved their strength with a roar- 
ing $18,000 for “Jones” and ter- 
rific $15,000 for “Daughter.” 
“Jones” is likewise good as an 
opener in St. Louis, smash in 
Washington and strong on second 
jrounds in Providence and Toronto. 


s are perk- . 


“Daughter” is steady in Washing- 
ton, big in Baltimore, Boston, St. 
Loo and Pittsburgh. 

“Big Steal.” (RKO), hold- 
over in most spots, is showing con- 
siderable strength, being satisfac- 
tory in Washington, healthy in 
Minneapolis, good in Providence, 
but dim in Detroit and moderate 
in L.A. “Sand” (20th) is oke in 
L. A. but generally slow elsewhere. 


also 


“Girl from Jones beach” (WB) 
and “Any Number Can Play” 
(M-G) look primed for future 
honors on their L. A. openings 
where the former snared a giant 
$67,000 and the latter took a hand- 
some $25.000. “Number” is also 
doing well on its second N.Y. 
week. “Lust for Gold” (Col) also 


looks like a winner In some spots, 
doing good $11,000 in Minneapolis, 
but is weak in N. Y. 

Among those films. that 
been around for some time, 


have 
“Strat- 


ton Story” (M-G), “Happens Every 
Spring” (20th! and “Champion” 


Brave” 
basis of 


(UA) look good. “Home of 
(UA) shapes strong an the 
its N.Y. run and first southern 
dates in Dallas and Houston, while 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) is faring 
well in N. Y. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9). 


| trolling 
dustries, 
| participating 


| Robert 


COURT OF ST. JAMES? 


Paramount di- 
rector, is again active in the affairs company, 
|of the company following his res- 
S. Ambassador to support, 
| Egypt and his return to this coun- 
Griffis is now actively serving | 
'as chairman of the board’s execu- | 


Like Ed Small Will Settle 


of the Profits of EL 


Talks between Edward Smal! 
and Robert R. Young on a new 
shuffle for Eagle Lion have taken 
a different turn and it now appears 
likely that Small will not gain con- 
trol of EL as the price for his en- 
try into the company In a sud- 
den twist in the on-again-off-again 
negotiations currently taking place 
in New York, Small has indicated 
a willingness to take over the stu- 
dio on a tieup which would give 
him a slice of the company’s prof- 
its but no ownership interest. Pre- 
viously, it had been thought that 
nothing less than outright control 
would interest the indie producer. 

Reportedly, Young who is con- 
stockholder of Pathe In- 
EL’s parent org, is not 
directly in the dis- 
cussions. He is represented by 
Purcell, PI’s board chair- 
man, who is in constant touch with 
the railroad magnate. Third party 
to the gabbing is Serge Semenen- 
ko, exec veepee of The First Na- 
tional Bank of Boston, EL’s prin- 
Cipal bankroller, who has been 
pushing the negotiations. 

Clears Way for Fast OK 

Agreement by Small to go in on 
a narrower deal which does not 
give him control of the company 
undoubtedly clears the way for a 
fast okay by Young. He has been 

(Continued on page 24) 


_ KRIM EXITS EL AUG. 15, 
PLANS EUROPE VACASH 


Arthur L. Krim, who tendered 
his resignation as president of 
| Eagle Lion several months ago, has 
| Serve d notice on the management 
| that he leaves the company Aug. 
1/15. Originally, Krim promised to 
stay on until June 30 but was in- 
ag ed to extend his tenure of office 

’ Robert Purcell, board chairman 
a Pathe Industries, EL’s parent 
and Serge Semenenko, 
exec veepee of EL’s chief financial 
the First National Bank 





of Boston. 
Ankling 
15th, 


the company on the 
Krim is due in New York on 
(Continued on page 22) 
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SEE NO THREAT TO U. S. PIX IN ENGLAND; 
IF ANYTHING, THEY NEED MORE YANK FILMS 





Little likelihood is seen of an* 


adverse tilt in the British 45% | 
quota against American pix play- 
ing in England despite the rapid | 
worsening of that countrys mone- | 
tary position. 


to recurrent reports of a devalua- 
tion of the pound has also proved 
a crippling clamp on local produc- 
tion activities. American industry- 
convinced that British 


ites are 

theatres will be unable to keep 
their doors open if the quota 1s 
hoisted in an attempt to further 


eut Yank pix imports. 

While rumblings emanate from 
London of government plans to 
close the tap on all imported “non- 
essentials,” the complex picture so 
far as films are concerned is ex- 
pected to be a saving factor. From 
London. for instance, it has been 
reliably learned that J. Arthur 
Rank, by far Britain’s biggest pro- 
ducer, has lopped his filmmaking 
plans to the point where only 18-22 
pix will be made in the coming 
season. Rank originally an- 
nounced 60 films in an effort to 
take advantage of the quota which 
was later cut to 40. 

All other producers, including 
Sir Alexander Korda cannot fill 
the void caused by Rank’s sharp 
production decrease. Moreover, 
since they are equally affected’ by 
the economic factors which have 
caused Rank to slice his volume of 
output, these indies are also reduc- 
ing their production. In that re- 
spect, Tom O’Brien, head of the 
National Assn. Theatrical & Kine- 
matograph Employees, has _ de- 
clared that his union welcomes 
American production activities in 
Britain in view of the lagging op- 
erations of native producers {see 
separate story). 

That Unfilled Void 

Quota has been the real sore 
spot in Anglo-American film rela- 
tions since it is felt in the U. S. 
that the boost pushed through last 
year was, in spirit, a violation of 

‘Continued on page 16) 


20th’s Court Action On 
French Commie Pressure 
Banning ‘Iron Curtain’ 


Paris, July 12. 

Protesting police action barring 
“The Iron Curtain” from French 
cinemas, 20th-Fox foreign execs 
began preparations for a stiff court 
battle to lift the ban on the anti- 
Communist film. Paris gendarmes 
impounded the film on a court or- 
der following claims by Le Chant 
du Monde, French outfit repping 
Russian composers, that 20th had 
violated a 1938 French law in its 
unauthorized use of music by 
Prokofiev, Khachaturian and Mias- 
kovsky. 

More important. though less of- 
ficial cause of the film’s difficulties 





in France is ascribed to the violent | 


squall kicked up by French Com- 
mies and sympathizers. During 
the pic’s run at the Avenue theatre 
in Paris, over 300 demonstrators 
were arrested. including 15 Com- 
munist deputies, in clashes inside 
and outside of the house.  Pic’s 
b.o. was also sharply curtailed by 
the continuous barrage of stench 
and tear-gas bombs which assailed 
the patrons. 

Police impounded the “Iron Cur- 
tain” prints in 20th’s warehouses 
with a company official acting as 
custodian. Despite Commie _ pro- 
tests in other countries. France is 
the only western European nation 
to block showing of the film. The 
pic has been banned outright in 
eastern Europe because of its 
Soviet espionage yarn. 





b e b 
Autry’s Single-o’s 
Hollywood, Julv 12. 
Gene Autry is doing a series of 
one-nighters through the Pacific 
Northwest on a 60-40 split against 
# $1.500 daily guarantee 
companied by a troupe of 28 
Autry already has played Spo- 
kane. Yakima. Bedford. Victoria 
and Nanaimo, B. C. He hits Van- 
couver Wednesday (13): Seattle, 
July 14, Tacoma, July 15, Portland, 
July 16. After the single-o's he'll 
do a three-day stand at Salt Lake 
City, opening July 19, and then 
moves to Frisco’s Cow Palace for 
ix days, starting July 27. 


The shaky economic | 
condition of Britain which has led | 


He's ac- | 


Amus. Shares Skidded 


With Rest of Market In IATSE’S NEW DEMANDS. 


June; Trend Now Up 


in the New 
took its toll 


Recession jitters 
York stock exchange 
of amusement shares during the 
month of June while it leveled 
heavy industry and luxury stocks 
with the same force. Entertainment 
shares which have been falling 
steadily since the first of the vear 
lost further grourid to the extent 
of $23,181,836. Total evaluation of 
these shares—including all major 
film companies except United Art- 
ists, the big radio nets and disking 
outfits—came to $607,211,093 on 
June 30. 

Show biz stocks have rallied in 
the past few days indicating that 
the long downgrade may be re- 
versed in July. Demonstrating the 
steady skid, entertainment stocks 
were at a peak $679,625,351 at the 
close of 1948. After losing strength 
in January and February, a short 
flurry in March brought the total 
back to $660,947,930, but the 
treat has been on since then 

Average per share price of en- 
tertainment shares dwindled to 
$14.04 by the end of June. It eom- 
pared with $14.52 at the close of 
May. . 

Wall street attributes no special 
factors to the amusement stock de- 
cline since sueh factors as the fad- 
ing foreign market and the taper- 
ing of domestic business had previ- 
ously been discounted. On _ this 
score, it is noted that show biz 
stock has reacted similarly to other 
non-amusement shares. 


WARNERS CASTING 10 
‘GUEST’ STARS IN FILM 


Hollywood, July 12. 

Ten top stars make “guest” ap- 
pearances in Warner Bros. “It’s a 
Great Feeling.” They will all be 
introduced briefly as part of the 
story by Bill Goodwin, playing role 
of the producer who finds the only 
one he can get to direct Jack Car- 
son will be Carson himself. Pic 
will also be Joan Crawtord’s first 
shot in Technicolor. 

Guest stars, in addition to Miss 
'Crawford, will be Gary Cooper. 
Errol Flynn, Danny Kaye, Patricia 
Neal, Ronald Reagan, Eleanor Par- 
ker. Edward G. Robinson, Jane 
Wyman and Sydney Greenstreet. 
Regular stars in the film are Car- 
son, Dennis Morgan and Doris Day. 
King Vidor, Michael Curtiz and 
David Butler, directors, play them- 
selves, 


Swedish Exhib, Warners 
Tangle on ‘Inn’ Rights 


Hollywood, July 12. 
over prior rights 


re- 








Battle to 


“White Horse Inn” is developing | 


between Warner Bros. and Car! A. 
Nelson, Swedish producer-exhib 
who is visiting here. Nelson says 
he’ll make the musical in Sweden 
in September. Warners 


with Felix Bloch Erben in 1936. 

“I don’t know what rights War- 
ners have,’”’ Nelson says. “I paid 
$20,000 for the rights five years 
ago.” Nelson is head of the Royal 
Film Co. and is part owner of 
Monarch Studios; he also owns 25 
theatres in Sweden. 

Warners is also trying to do 
something about what it claims is 
another infringement of its rights 
to “Inn.” This will be against an 
Argentine picture, “Lo Hosteria 
Del Caballito Blanco,’ made in 
Latin America last year. American 
company claims its deal with Erben 
for “Inn” was. ratified by Dr. 
Ralph Benatzky, composer, Robert 
Gilbert, lyricist, and Hans Muller. 


author of the book. 
ins Painters 


IATSE 
Hollywood. July 12 


Brotherhood of Painters again 
lost out to the International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
here in a bargaining election at 
Eagle Lion. Vote was 9 to 1. 

IA thus wins jurisdiction and a 
union shop for painters on lot. all 
of whom formerly belonged to the 


|, Brotherhood Local 644. 


Says it | 
has sole rights under a deal made . 


_NEWSREELERS EXPLORE 


Strained relations between a 
half-dozen locals of the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees and the five major 
newsreel companies eased up this 
week with progress in exploratory 
talks leading to new contracts. 
I[ATSE prexy Richard F. Walsh 
initiated the company-by-company 
feelers recently to avert a clash 
between the individual locals and 
the reels. Sal Scoppa, special 
IATSE rep, has been holding the 
series of parleys preparatory to }- 
dustry-wide negotiations. 

Locals involved include camera- 
men, studio mechanics, editors, cut- 
ters, electricians and whitecollar- 
ites. Most of the locals have beén 
operating without pacts for several 
months due to the companies’ nix 
of wage hike demands. The com- 
panies have indicated a willingness 
to renew negotiations if the IATSE 
takes their deficit operations into 
consideration. 


EXHIBS FAVOR 
CLOSED TY 
CHANNELS 


Mapping of a joint strategy by 
the Theatre Owners of America 
and the Society of Motion Picture 
Engineers on theatre television 
with reference to the recent request 
for information by the Federal 
Communications Commission is ex- 
pected to result from a meeting 
tomorrow (‘Thurs.) of the two 
groups. Gael Sullivan, exee direc- 
tor of TOA; his aide, Stanley W. 
Prenosil; Walter Reade, Jr.. co- 
chairman of the television commit- 
tee, will be on hand. Mitchell 
Wolfson, Florida circuit op, may 
fiv to N. Y. to join the confabs. 

Big puzzler to be ironed out is 
whether theatre owners should ask 
for allocation of a channel. Strong 
element of TOAers believe that the 
future of theatre tele lies in closed 
circuits which would not be sub- 
ject to FCC regulation. Argument 
is that use of these circuits would 
simplify matters and keep the the- 


atres outside of Government regu- 
lation. 


Question is expected to lead to 
considerable discussion. FCC has 
asked for an answer on theatre 





needs which must be filed within | 


three months. 





Zanuck Wants Foreign 
° ‘ ? 

Reactions to ‘12 o’Clock 

. 9 é J b ] . . 
High’ and ‘Pinky’ in Paris 

Hollywood, July 12. 
“Pinky” and “12 O'Clock High,” 
now being edited at 20th-Fox, will 
be given their European premieres 
in Paris by Darryl Zanuck. whe 
personally produced both pix. 
Zanuck wants to get the European 


reaction to “Pinky,” because for-. 


eign audiences are unprejudiced on 
the Negro question, and to “12 
O'Clock” because it deals with 
bombing raids on Europe. 

Harmon Jones, who is working 
on the fiving film’s editing, and 
Barbara McLean, who is cutting 
“Pinky,” will fly over to Paris with 
prints within a couple of weeks. 
They'll be on hand when Zanuck 
unveils them, in the event that he 
might want further changes made 
after their first showings in Paris 
and later in southern France and 
London. 





LIPTON ON HIS SACRO 


Hollywood, July 12. 


David A. Lipton, Universal's na- | 


tional ad-pub chief, is 
confined to home because of a 
sacroiliac condition. Lipton has 
been suffering from the back ail- 
ment for the past two weeks. 


currently 


He has been conducting company | 


business via telephone. 


se 





Whether there will be any court 


| the reaction of the outfits involved. 
| Reportedly, the main gripes emanate from a claim that the com. 
anies have been discriminating against certain indies in the sale of 
Point being raised in most cases is that distribs must 


oS 


product. 


Wednesday, July 13, 1949 
| 


Consent Decree Violations? 


Washington, July 12 


With the Paramount and RKO consent decrees in operation a 
matter of Several months, the Dept. of Justice has received a num. 
ber of squawks from exhibs who claim the two companies have 
been violating the selling restrictions of their decrees. Undeistood 
the D of J expects to take the matter up with the companies. 


repercussions is said to depend on 


give these exhibs a crack at product “or else, how can they know 
we can’t turn in a better réntal than our competitor,” as one beef 


puts it. shee 

Contabs with distribs on the 
shortly in an attempt to hit on a 
plaining exhibs. 


part of the D of J are expected 
technique for taking care of com- 








~ Product to Competitive Odeon Chain 





Danzigers Rolling in N. Y. 


Eastern film production main- 
tained its steady pace last week, 
when Edward J. and Harry Lee 


Danziger started the cameras roll- 
ing in New York on “Runaway, 
starring Paul Henreid. Film is to 
be lensed entirely on location in 
N. Y. and Long Island, same as the 
Danzigers’ preceding film, ‘‘Jig- 
saw.” which starred’ Franchot 
Tone. e 

Shooting schedule on “Runaway, 
which is to be distributed by Unit- 
ed Artists, calls for seven weeks’ 
work. Bernard Vorhaus is direct- 
ing and also collaborated on the 
script with Hugo Butler and Jean 
Rouverol. Danzigers own the East- 
ern Sound Studios, N. Y. They 
plan to continue eastern production 
with their next film, “St. Benny 
the Dip,” an original which they 
just bought. 


Gould Talking With 
Indie Producers About 
Foreign Representation 


Hollywood, July 12. 

Walter Gould is in town working 
on deals with indie producers to 
handle their pictures abroad and 
lining up production deals for 
those interested in making English- 
language films in other countries. 
Former’ foreign manager for 
| United Artists, who leaves the UA 
payroll officially on July 17, had 
been with that company 23 years. 

He has headquarters in New 
York and is attempting to set up 
a worldwide distribution office for 
American independents. Gould 
reps some of Europe’s top film buy- 
ers and has already closed a deal 
to handle two French pix here, 
“Une Si 
“Les Amants de Veronne. 





” 


also settling final deals for han- | 


dling five Austrian films. 





| WB Drops Clark 


Hollywood, July 12. 


Warners isn’t picking up its op-| 


‘fion on Dane Clark next month, 
when his seven-year contract ex- 
pires. 


Clark’s last picture was ‘“‘Barri- | 


cade.” His first, in 1942, was “Ac- 
tion In the North Atlantic.” 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Phil Baker 
Walter Bunker 
Richard Carlson 
Ned Crawford 
Denise Darcel 
Ned Depinet 
Henry B. Donovan 
Carl Esmond 
George Gordon 
Malcolm Kingsberg 
Kurt Krueger 
Shirley Larkin 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis B. Mayer 
Ozzie Nelson 
Stuart Phelps 
Shirley Potash 
\yn Rand 
Jack Saper 
Jule Styne 
John Sutherland 
Erich von Stroheim 
David Wayne 
Ed Wynn 


Europe to N. Y. 
Kermit Bloomgarden 
Samuel N. Burger 
Basil Dean 
Art Ford 
Sir William F. Haley 
Clare Tree Major 





i George Minter 


Petite Jolie Plage” and | 
He’s | 


+ Additional U. S. product for J, 
Arthur Rank’s Odeon circuit in 
Canada is viewed a possibility fo}. 
lowing huddles in New York last 
week by Rank’s chief aide, John 
Davis, with Paramagunt prez Barney 
Balaban, board chairman Adolph 
Zukor, foreign head George Welt- 
ner and Famous Players-Canadian 
head, J. J. Fitzgibbons. In a con- 
clave marked by cordiality, it’s un- 
derstood that the Par toppers may 
divert some of the Hollywood films 
slated for the FP-Canadian circuit, 
a Par subsid, to Rank’s Odeon 
chain of Canada. 

Davis flew over to 0.0. Rank’'s 
Dominion operations in a brief 
Canadian junket. Trip was neces- 
sitated by the prolonged illness of 
Earl Lawson, who heads Rank’s 
Canadian organization. Suffering 
from glandular fever, it’s antici- 
nated that Lawson will have re- 
covered sufficiently to return to his 
post by August in a supervisory 
capacity but that a new chief aide 
will have to be designated. 

Rank’s Odeon and Gaumont- 
British chains in Britain obviously 
give Davis a good trading point so 
far as Canada is concerned. Mean- 
while, Davis planed back to Lon- 
don Friday (8) after a two-day stay 
in New York. 

Detour to N. Y. was the result of 


an invitation from Nate J. Blum- 
berg, prez of Universal Davis 


huddled with U’s prexy on current 
performance of Rank’s product in 
the U. S. as well as forthcoming 
Rank releases which the Yank dis- 
trib will handle here. 

Besides meeting Blumberg. Davis 
also held talks with Robert Benja- 
min, head of Rank’s U. S. unit, and 
William J. Heineman, distrib vee- 
pee of Eagle Lion, company which 
shares U. S. releasing rights with 
Universal. 





N. Y. to Europe 
Caryl Barrett 
| Harold Conrad 
John Davis 
| Carl Erbe 
| Cora Goffin 
Benny Goodman 
Emile Littler 
Charles Miller 
Oscar Serlin 
Robert E. Sherwood 
Sam & Bella Spewack 
Joseph R. Vogel 


N. Y. to L. A. 


| Danny Beck 
Barbara Belle 
Scott Brady 
Irving Brecher 
Steve Carlin 
Robert Chambers 
Alex Cohen 
Merian C. Cooper 
Ed Dukoff 

Joe Glazer 
Abner J. Greshler 
Syd Gross 

John Houseman 
Danny Kaye 

B. G. Kranze 
Jerry Lewis 
Eddie Mannix 
Dean Martin 
Lauritz Melchior 
Sammy Prager 
Bob Quarry 
Peggy Sanford 
Ted Saucier 
Grad Sears 

Dick Stabile 
Fran Warren 
John C. Wilson 

















N. Y. TO B’KLYN 


Henry Morgan 
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NEFC Getting Ready to Roll, Says IN 
Fabian; Corwin on Drying Up of Pix 


In the face of reports from both ¢+-——-— 


coasts that the newly-birthed Na- 
tional Exhibitors Film Co. has 
already plunged into negotiations to 
pankroll indie product, Si Fabian, 
big circuit op who heads the com 
pany flatly declared this week that 
‘we haven’t discussed a deal with 
anyone.” NEFC, said Fabian, has no 
intention of talking business with 
any producer until the new com- 
pany is incorporated and the 
pledged subscriptions taken up. 
While a number of exhib at- 
torneys met with Fabian during 
the week on drafting the company’s 
charter, Sherrill C. Corwin, head 
of the Coast Metropolitan theatres 
chain and one of the sponsors of 
new unit, threw light on the pro- 
posed scope of the NEFC’s bank 
rolling activities. Corwin said: “I 
am confident that we will have 
something important to offer and 
if it is at all possible to make 15 or 
20 more pictures annually, we will 
have made a real contribution.”’ 
Important exhibs’ concern with a 
dwindling of product sources and 


a rash of reissues currently cir- 
culating the market is voiced by 
Corwin. He bulwarks the exhibs’ 


contention that the new 
will prove an important factor in 
fattening the supply of new prod- 
uct to the point where it will help 
to win back declining theatre audi- 
ences. 


company 


Reissues a Blight 

On the subject, Corwin declares: 
“I am genuinely concerned with 
the drying up of product and the 
abundance of reissues that are | 
being released indiscriminately. I 
believe that reissues, had they been 
properly handled, would have been 
a great boon to our business, but 
they have actually become a blight 
in that they have supplanted con- 
fidence with suspicion in the minds 
of our customers. 

“There was a time when. they 
would step up to the boxoffice and 
‘What time does the picture 
on?’; now they ask: ‘Is this a 

(Continued on page 48) 


MONO CUTS ITS ANNUAL 
NET LOSS TO $850,000 


Monogram Pictures’ operations 
for the fiscal year ended July 2, 
1949, will result in an estimated 
consolidated net loss of about 
$850,000, company prez Steve 
Broidy revealed at a board meet- 
ing held at the firm’s studio in 
Hollywood last week. Deficit, | 
which is subject to Federal income | 
tax provisions, compares with a_ 
$978,000 loss for the previous fiscal | 
year ended July 3, 1948. | 

Despite the carmine - tinted 
ledger for the past two years, 
Broidy is confident that the com- 
pany’s ’49-’50 operations should be 
profitable. Operating expenses in 
all divisions have been sliced, he 
said, and added that sundry econ- 
omies now in effect will slash costs 
and expenses by some $300,000 for 
the current fiscal year. 

Absorbed in the past stanza’s 
$850,000 loss were “heavy amor- 
tization expenses” on high budget- 
ers turned out in a period of peak 
costs and released when grosses 
were on the toboggan. These pix, 
Broidy reported, are now on the 
verge of complete amortization 
and “comparatively small” ex- 
penses will be assessed to opera- 
tions on those films in the current 
fiscal canter. 

Further sifting Monogram’s fi- 
nancial structure, Broidy disclosed 
that the past fiscal year saw the 
company reducing its main bank 
loan from $2,585,000 to $1,400,000. 
Debt took another cut on Thurs- 
day (7) when a $100,000 payment 
was made on the obligation. In 
Common with other film com- 
panies, Mono has a “substantial” 
amount tied up overseas in frozen 
remittances. Company chief 
pointed out that part of its British 
pounds will be liquidated by pic 
Production in England. 

Productwise Mono has turned 
Out all but two of pix slated for 
release in the '48-’49 season. Stu- 
dio Currently has 12 films com- 
pleted and awaiting release. i 


go 





|and expensive pix. 
‘is merely 


‘to break even,” 





TOA Convention Plans 
Move Rapidly Ahead 


Hollywood, July 12 

Advance reports on the Theatre 
Owners of America convention by 
committees under Charles P. 
Skouras indicate that more than 
25% of the 1,000 anticipated dele 
gates have registered for the meet- 
ings to be held at the Ambassador 
hotel, Sept. 12-15. Skouras is push- 
ing registration to make hotel res- 
ervations easier to get and to give 
early impetus to what promises to 
be the largest gathering of exhibi 
tors ever held. 


Arrangements have now been 
made with eight leading hotels, 
mostly along Wilshire boulevard, 


to house the delegates, their wives 


ind visitors. Other committees are 
working on exhibits, chief of 
which will be on television, since 


video occupies an important place 
on the agenda. 


NEFC Should Back 
Risky, Epic Films, 


Avers Joe Hazen 


The National Exhibitors Film Co. 
should .throw its financial weight 
behind “risky” films of “‘epic’’ pro- 
portions if the big circuit operators 
sponsoring: the new company want 
to develop large and new audiences 
in the U. S. That opinion was 
voiced this week by Joseph H. 
Hazen, partner with Hal Wallis in 
an indie production unit. Other- 
wise, Hazen believes the NEFC 
“will be merely duplicating exist- 
ing efforts and solving no _ prob- 
lems.” 


Hazen, distributes 


whose — unit 
through Paramount, is convinced 
that, in the main, present vro- 
ducers cannot afford the risk of 
turning out 
films which pioneer for new audi- 
ences. He feels that it is to the 
exhibs’ combined interest to under- 
take the risk of furnishing different 
“If the NEFC 
going to finance the 
same kind of productions as are 
now being put out on the market, 


|without adding qualitatively, all it 


will do is compete with and take 
away business from existing pro- 
ducers who now find it so difficult 
he contends. 

It is Hazen’s argument that there 
is already a “surfeit of $500,000- 
$700,000 negatives and a shortage 
of films in the $2,000,000-$3,000,000 
range.” What this business needs, 

(Continued on page 48) 





-20TH-FOX CONTINUES 


BUYING IN ITS PFD. 


In its drive to retire the com- 
pany’s special stock issues, 20th- 
Fox has picked up another 2,500 
shares of cenvertible preferred 
stock and 100 shares of prior pre- 
ferred. Latest transaction was put 
through at a cost of $97,700 to the 
company. Price for convertible is 
$35 per share and that of prior pre- 
ferred. $102 until last week when 
the tab dropped to $101 under the 
terms of the issue. 


Whittling process has brought 


down the total of outstanding con- | 


vertible to 142,935 shares and that 
of prior preferred to 72,946. 





Del Giudice Returning 

Filippo Del Giudice, head of 
Pilgrim Pictures, sails for London 
July 21 on the Caronia after four 
months in the U. S. to dicker dis- 
trib deals on two of his pix, “The 
Guinea Pig” and “Private Angelo.” 

Del Giudice is returning home to 
map new productions for his com- 
pany and will revisit the U. S. in 
October. 


tremendous-budgeted | 


OOK EX 
LENTY We 


By 











BILL BROGDON 


Hollywood, July 12 
The drive-in, a comparative babe 
in the amusement field, is still 
lusty, brawling, troublesome infant 
to conventional theatres. Here on 
the Coast, which lays claim to the 
first successful outdoor operation, 
the Olympic, launched in 1934, the 
auto theatres are displaying a type 
of aggressive ticket-selling, that has 

the regular film houses worried. 
When the conventional exhib 
passes a drive-in on a weekend, 
sees loaded lots and hears of turn- 
aways running high as 800-900 
cars on a busy Saturday or Sunday 


as 


and counts concession sales that 
total as much as $600-$700 in a 
Single evening. new ulcers. start 
popping However, despite the 


stream of ticket gold flowing to 
California’s auto-theatres, the $10, 
000 or $12,000 top weekly grosses 
in this territory are doubled by 
such midwest operations as in Chi- 
cago, where a week's take often 
runs $20,000 and more just from 
'ticket sales. An additional 
fortune is grossed from 
coffee, candy, popcorn and 
concessions that swell the net 
profit. Some of the drive-ins have 
now begun to install laundromats 
as an additional hausfrau lure. 
Carpet-Slipper Comfort 
There’s no device too flamboyant 
for the open-air merchandisers to 
try out. While the drive-ins are 
in the film business, the emphasis 
is on the drive-in itself, the ad- 
vantages of in-a-car film-viewing, 
with its old clothes, carpet-slipper 
comfort, as compared to the more 
dress-up aspects of the 


tional house. 
The most aggressive seller of 
ozone pictures on the Coast is 


Pacific Drive-Ins, Inc., 
atre chain headed by Charles A. 
Caballero. Pacific also is the 
largest, operating at this writing 
13 sites and with more building 
(Continued on page 18) 


Friedman Exits 
Col. in Engiand 


London. July 12. 


Joseph Friedman, Columbia Pic- 
tures International vice-prexy, has 
resigned his post as chairman of 
the board of Columbia in Britain 
as a result of disagreements with 
New York homeoffice execs. He'll 
‘leave for the U. S. Aug. 13 to 
settle his Columbia contract. 

tiff among the Columbia top- 
pers became known six months 
ago after Friedman visited the 
U. S. for confabs with Harry Cohn, 
Col prexy, and Joseph A. McCon- 
ville, prexy of the company’s for- 
eign wing. At that time, Friedman 
'was lifted out of his post as man- 
|'aging director of Columbia here, 
| being replaced by Max Thorpe, his 
| assistant. 

Friedman had been 
the past year to line up British 
studio facilities for Columbia- 
financed pix. Uncertain economic 
conditions and lack of any specific 
production plans blocked Colum- 
bia from making any studio com- 
mitments during this period. As 
situation currently shapes up, Co- 
lumbia will not produce any pix 
in Britain at this time. Thorpe 
will continue in charge of the com- 
pany’s distrib forces in England 
and Ireland . 


Film Jobs Up 


Hollywood, July 12. 

| Things are picking up somewhat 
for the average Hollywood worker. 
|While there’s been a rather sizeable 
recession here for some time, the 
employment situation has im- 
proved, according to California 
Labor Statistics bulletin issued by 
the State for May. 

Employment index rose to 74.1%, 
as compared with 73.1% for April. 
Payroll index jumped to 172.1% 
for the month, as against 167.5 in 
| April. 
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Now Par Eyes ‘Detective’ 


For Alan Ladd Starrer 


bid for the 
Kingsley’s 

Broadway 
into high 
personal ne 
Par’s 


film 
Detec 
hit 


gear 


Paramount's 
rights to Sidney 
tive Story.” current 
drama, was thrown 
last week and this by 
gotiations of Henry Ginsberg, 
production veepee, with the play 
wright Ginsberg huddled with 
Kingsley several times before re 
turning to the Coast yesterday 
(Tues His offer for an undis- 
closed sum plus a percentage was 
taken under advisement 

Ginsberg wants the 
starring vehicle’ for 
who he figures would 
in the central role of 


Hughes New RKO 
Berth Augurs 
Prod. Upbeat 


Hollywood, July 12 

Formal designation of Howard 
Hughes, dominant stockholder of 
RKO, as managing director of pro- 
duction by the company’s board 
this week clears the way for re- 
newed activity at the studio. The 
move also puts to rest rumors that 
an outside production chief would 


play as a 
Alan Ladd, 
be a natural 
a detective. 


be named and clarifies the whole 
picture at the studio. Sparking of 
production now seems” certain 


with commercial. non-controversial 
films sure to get the play. 

Appointment has brightened the 
morale at the RKO lot because ex- 
ecs and employees have been won- 
| dering just what was going to hap- 
| pen. It appears that there has 
| been months of careful behind- 
; scene planning by Hughes with the 
| prospect of new executive talent 
coming in to help with production 
since the studio is operating at 
rock-bottom personnel, 

RKO board, at the meetings 
Which ended yesterday (Mon.), dis- 
cussed the question of the RKO 
circuit, control of which must be 
sold by Hughes, but no definite ac- 
tion was taken at the meeting. 
Malcolm Kingsberg, RKO theatre 
head who is not a director, is on 
the Coast but did not attend board 
meets. 

Kingsberg is here to close final 
details on his deal with the Pan- 
tages interests. RKO is purchas- 
ing the Pantages theatre in Holly- 
wood. Additionally, it acquires a 
half interest in property located on 
the southeast corner of Wilshire 
and Fairfax, prime shopping cen- 
ter, which was bought jointly by 
RKO and Pantages years ago as a 
theatre site. 

With the board meets over, Ned 
E. Depinet, RKO prez. leaves 
Thursday (14) for New York via 
San Francisco Kingsberg pulls 
out for N. Y. tomorrow (Wed.). In 
addition to Depinet, those attend- 
ing the meet included Noah Die- 
trich, J. Miller Walker, Frederick 
L. Ehrman, George H. Shaw and 
L. Lawrence Green. 


STROSS SEEKS YANK 
DISTRIB FOR BRIT. PIX 


On the hunt for a U. S. releasing 
tieup for World Screen Plays, 
newly reorganized British indie 
production outfit, Raymond Stross, 
partner in the unit with Anatole de 
Grunwald and playwright Terence 
Rattigan, headed for the Coast this 
week. Stross is looking for a deal 
with a Yank distrib which will tie 
up the company’s first three fea- 
tures. He is also on the prowl for 
several American stars to join the 
cast of the first trio. 

Company goes into production at 
the end of this month with “World 
Premiere” which stars’ Luise 

(Continued on page 47) 





' due 


1185 Arnall’s D.C. Attacks on Several 
h and vs. the Majors 


the So- 


Producers, 


Ellis G of 
of 


expects to be in there swinging on 


Arnall, 
Motion Picture 


prez 


cr1ety 


several film fronts during a two- 
three-week visit to Washington 
which this week Playing 
up the duality of SIMPP’s funning- 
and-feuding approach towards the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 


Arnall will be working with MPAA 


starts 


prexy Erie Johnston for a_ better 
sritish deal while blasting the 
MPAA'’s members as monopolists 


in a special appearance as witness 


betore the House Judiciary sub- 
committee. 

SIMPP topper testifies next 
Wednesday (20) before the com- 


miilee which is inquiring into the 
effect of monopoly laws under the 
chairmanship of Rep. Emanuel 
Celler (N. Y.). Indicating that he 
is preparing to light the fuse under 
the majors, Arnall told VARIETY 
that he will “name names and in- 
stances of monopoly violations.” 

Demand that Congress strength- 
en the monopoly laws by barring 
any company from engaging in in- 
terstate commerce if it violates the 
Sherman Act a second time will 
be made by Arnall He declared 
that he will ask the virtual liquida- 
tion of a second offender and the 
meting out of penitentiary terms to 
its officers. 

On the British front, Arnall 
hopes “to prevail on Erie Johnston 
to accompany me to the State Dept. 
when he gets back from the Coast.” 
Arnall wants to start a reappraisal 
of the British situation by inspir- 
ing talks with the British on a Gov- 
ernmental level MPAA and 
SIMPP filed joint complaints on 
June 4 with the State Dept. on the 
British 45° quota. No word of 
any Government action has been 
received yét. MPAA and SIMPP 
have been working together close- 
ly on the question, Arnall said. 

Before the House committee, 
Arnall will voice the gripe that 
there has been a tendency to enter 
compromises of anti-trust ‘suits 
“whereby a company can do a lit- 
tle conspiring and violate the laws 
a little bit.” He will also cite the 
example of the Government action 
against the majors which has al- 
ready dragged through the courts 
for 11 years to buttress his argu- 
ment that a speedier form of relief 
be provided by Congress. 

SIMPP head indicated he will 
aim an assault against the opera- 
tions of the Motion Picture Export 
Assn., foreign wing of the MPAA, 
which has been under attack from 
indie producers for some _ time. 
Arnall is the first of what may be 
a series of industry leaders to be 
heard by the committee on alleged 
monopoly in the film business. 


TAX RULING FAVORABLE 
TO PAR STOCKHOLDERS? 


Paramount is momentarily ex- 
pecting a favorable ruling from 
the U. S. Treasury Dept. which 
would eliminate the need for 
stockholders paying income taxes 
on dividends accrued but unpaid 
by the new theatre company. 
formal application for an easing 
of the rules to cover the special 
problem provided by the Para- 
mount consent decree was made 
several months ago but held up 
to illness of a key Treasury 
official. He is back at his desk 
and working on a decision. 

Under the decree, 50% of the 
theatre dividends are to be held 
by the circuit until the stockholder 
sells either his production-dis- 
tribution or theatre stock. Par 
has asked that the ordinary rules 
be suspended to permit the stock- 
holder to postpone paying the bite 
until the dividend is actually re- 
ceived. 


COL.’S REGULAR DIVVY 


Columbia has declared a regular 
quarterly dividend of $1.06!4 per 
share on outstanding cumulative 
preferred stock. 

Divvy will be made Aug. 15 to 








| stockholders of record, Aug. 1. 
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Par Closing Deals to Break Away 


From Butterfield, Me.-N.H. and Malco 


offensive has 
by Paramount’s theatre 
rj on three fronts to bring its 
mg year’s negotiations for the 
breakup of circuit partnerships to 
ful close under the com- 


Sudden 
launched 


success . 
oss consent decree. Leonard 
Goldenson Par’s theatre chief, is 
x : ’ 


on simultaneous 
the Butterfield, 
and 


currently gga 

iations with 
i & New Hampshire 
Malco (M. A. 
It is expected that an announce- 
ment of dissolution of the Malco 
chain will come shortly followed 
by that of Butterfield. 


On the Butterfield front, Par is | 


dickering both with the current 
operators of the chain and outside 
interests. To date, company has 
been unable to get together on 
price with the operators and ma- 
jority owners of the 114-theatre 
web. Par has a 3348% slice in 22 
houses and a 25% cut in the bal- 
ance. 

Its pact with Butterfield does not 
bar the company from negotiating 
with outsiders, according to a Para- 
mount spokesman. Nor does the 
circuit have the right to meet the 
price offered. Hence, it is believed 
a deal, one way or the other will 
be closed in the near future. 


New England Formula 


’ Talks are hot also on a formula 
for the Maine & New Hampshire 
28-theatre chain. Similarly to the 
Butterfield situation, Par is dicker- 
ing with Joseph P. Kennedy and 
J. J. Ford, its own pards, and out- 
side interests including FE. M. 
Loew, New England operator. 


Malco dissolution is practically 
set. Only one hurdle, ironing out 
of leasing arrangements, must be 
crossed before a final inking. Bulk 
of the 65 houses will land with M. 
A. Lightman, Par’s partner, when 
the deal goes through. 

Par, it is understood, has tried 
to draw A. H. Blank, head of Tri- 
States circuit, into liquidation talks 
on that midwest web. Blank, how- 
ever, has been holding back on 
discussions although he has hud- 
dled with Goldenson on several 
occasions. 

No discussions on the dissolution 
of the 153-theatre Interstate group, 
largest of the partners, will take 
place until the beginning of 1950. 


Kar! Hoblitzelle, head of the chain, | 


is now in Boston and will not 
return to his Dallas h.q. until the 
fall. He will then line up his facts 
and figures before talks start. 


One minor step in the direction | 


of partnership breakups was fi- 
nalized this week when Par inked 
a deal with Hunter Perry covering 
the 15-theatre Dominion circuit. 
Perry takes 12 houses and Par the 
other three, located in Charlottes- 
ville, Lynchburg and Newport 
News, Va. 


New Cycle Aborning? 
That of Femmes in Crime 


Filmgoers this season faced a 
cycle of westerns and race dis- 
crimination pictures. But in the 
months to come the public will 
likely find Hollywood gripped in a 
string of pictures based on life 
iN women’s prisons, for two majors 
are on the verge of launching 
yarns dealing with incarcerated 
femmes and another studio is re- 
issuing an oldie whose plot re- 
volves about gals who couldn't go 
Straight. 

Initial release in the upcorgsng 
Prisontrend will probably be ‘“‘The 
Story of Molly X,” which Univer- 
Sal puts before the cameras in 
today (Wed.) with June Havoc in 
the top femme role. Crane Wilbur 
Scripted while Aaron Rosenberg 
will direct. 

Also due to roll this summer is 
Warners’ “The Cage.” A Jerry 
Wald production, it will star Elea- 
nor Parker and Agnes Moorehead. 
Columbia is reissuing “Women in 
rison” and also has “Mary Ryan, 
Detective” coming up. Latter 
doesn't quite fall within the scope 
of a prison pic but is in keeping 
With the shift toward the “women 
in crime” cycle, 





been+¢ 


Lightman) circuits. | 





Theatre TV Pitch 


Twentieth-Fox’s scheduled 
conference with the country’s 
top theatre ad chief’s is ex- 
pected to provide considerable 
impetus to the growth of large- 
screen theatre television. Del- 
egates will witness a demon- 
stration of 20th’s theatre TV 
unit and will probably be given 
a talk by 20th research chief 
Earl I. Sponable on that com- 
pany’s plans for its use. 
| With the exception of exhibs 
in New York, Chicago and Los 
Angeles, few theatre operators 
have seen theatre TV in action. 
Thus, with 20th bringing the 
ad chiefs in from theatre cir- 
cuits throughout the country, 
many of them are expected to 
carry the large-screen video re- 
ports back to their local offices 
for future reference. 





SEAS. REVENUE 





Pix Admen Still 
Uncertain on TV 


~ Ballyhoo Method 


Film company ad-publicity chiefs, 
| with few exceptions, are still un- 
certain of how best to promote 
their features on television, despite 
the fact that three more distrib- 
utors this week endorsed the Thea- 
tre Owners of America proposal 
to utilize TV trailers more fully. 
Consensus of the ad-pub chiefs was 
that much remains to be done in 
experimentation before any 


advertising on video. 
Latest to endorse the TOA pro- 


posal were 20th-Fox, Paramount 
and Eagle Lion, who followed a/' 
similar move by RKO, Republic, 
Universal, Monogram and_ indie 


| producer Irving Allen. Metro and 
! Warners remain the only two hold- 
outs among the Big 5. Warners ad- 


pub veepee Mort Blumenstock re-| 


portedly is readying a full-scale ad- 
vertising plan for video at this 
time but Metro, which has never 
paid much attention to tele, is ex- 
pected to bypass it as an ad me- 
i'dium for the present. 

Film companies practically are 
unanimous in their belief that tele 
| will require special trailers. Since 
the American Federation of Musi- 
‘cians has banned the use of any 


(Continued on page 18) 


-EXHIBS LOSE AGAIN 





| IN % CHIZ SUITS 


Bluefield, W. Va., July 12. 
Another attempt by exhibs to 
sidetrack a group of percentage- 
chiseling actions on the claim that 
the licensing pacts were illegal as 


monopolistic took a beating here 
this week. Federal Judge Ben 
Moore has refused to order a sep- 
arate trial on the exhib defense 
which cited the Government anti- 
trust suit against the majors. In- 
stead, court directed an audit by 
distribs of theatre records in the 
15 suits pending in this court. De- 
cision on the distrib application for 
an audit had been held up pending 
a ruling on the separate trial mo- 
tion. 

Court’s ruling is the second to 
refuse a separate trial following a 
decision in Illinois which granted 
that privilege to the Alger circuit 
in its battle with the major com- 
panies. Several months ago, Fed- 
eral court in Wisconsin also re- 
jected the Alger decision by re- 
fusing to hold up an audit until 
the defense of illegality was tested. 

Edward A. Sargoy (& Stein), 
N. Y. lawfirm repping the majors, 
trekked to Bluefield to argue for 
the distribs. Joseph M. Saunders 
and B. F. Howard fronted for the 
| exhibs. 


set | 
policy can be established for film | 


TAKE ON 16M 





EEN PERMANENT 


The postwar drive launched by 
the majors in 1946 for 16m busi- 
ness in the remote highways and 
byways overseas has levelled off 
at a figure which insures perma- 
nent narrow-gauge operations by 
the big companies throughout the 
world Although not the bonanza 
originally claimed for it by its 
backers, the seven majors distrib- | 
uting 16m prints are now grossing 
a total of $4,000,000 yearly from 
their activivties. It is a big enough 
figure to warrant the maintenance 
of 16m facilities abroad as a per- 
manent fixture, company execs 
say 

With the take touching the $4.- 
000,000 marker, about half of that 
(sum is betng realized as net profit, 
it is said. Ratio of net-to-gross on 
a 50% basis is what the companies 
have been shooting at for the past | 
|few years. On a current break- 
down, an estimated 20°. of the 
gross is chewed off in print costs 
|} and the other 30° is operational 
| overhead. 
| Climb in grosses to the present 
$4,000,000 plateau has been at a 
rate of $1,000,000 yearly since the 
’46 starting date. In the teeoff 
semester, the few majors embark- 
ing on the experiment grossed an 
| approximate $1,000,000. ‘It is be- 
lieved that the potentialities of the 
16m market have now been thor- 
oughly explored and that there is 
little likelihood of any further 
sharp gains. 

Four-year experience has turned 
up the British market as the big- 
gest user of 16m. prints. While 
Britain leads the parade, it is not 
in the lopsided proportion of con- 

(Continued on page 24) 





Theatre Exploiteers 
May Get All-Industry 
Slants Via 20th Meet 


Conference of ad-publicity chiefs 
|of the country’s major theatres and 


!circuits, called by 20th-Fox for July 
| 27-29 to bat around showmanship 
ideas, should prove beneficial to 
the entire film industry, according 
to 20th homeoffice execs. They 
‘pointed out that the three-day ses- 
sions will consider not only mer- 
chandising plans for upcoming 20th 
pictures but also broad industry 
problems of public relations, ad- 
vertising media, etc. As a result, 
any steps toward solution of these 
problems at the confabs can be 
taken back to their local situations 
by the conferees for general indus- 
try use. 

Invitations went out last week to 
| 60 ad chiefs for the three-day con- 
|ference, which is to be held at the 
20th homeoffice. Event is expected 
to give the top showmen of the in- 
dustry a chance for the first time 
to exchange ideas on exploitation 
and film merchandising, which 
should be extremely beneficial to 
the new season teeing off in Sep- 
tember. Stressing the scope of the 
venture, 20th spokesmen said the 
delegates are being asked to bring 
with them analyses of local situa- 
tions, their latest figures on the- 
atre attendance, and any local en- 
tertainment trends and audience 
viewpoints they have in mind. 

Twentieth looks on the conclave 
as an extension of its recent moves 
to promote better understanding 
between exhibitors and distribu- 
tors for the general betterment of 
the industry, which was launched 
with the recent announcement of 
its new sales policy. As such, 20th 
spokesmen said they called the 
meet to implement that policy of 
cooperation and to utilize the ideas 
arising from the conference in 
preparing practical and more pow- 
erful campaigns for all exhibitors 
Basic purpose, of course, will be 
to discuss merchandising plans for 
20th product. 

Twentieth ad-publicity veepee 
Charles Einfeld is to preside at the 
sessions. Veepee Al Litchman and 
Andy W. Smith, Jr., will also be on 
hand. Delegates are also to be in- 
vited to the world preem of 20th’s 
“Come to the Stable,” schedulec 
ifor the Broadway Rivoli July 27. 


Film Cos. Veering More to Multiple 


Regional Openings, Day-and-Date 





OK for Sound Only 


Hollywood, July 12. 
One of the toughest casting 
jobs in recent years has been 
that for the voice of “Francis,” 


the mule starring in Univer- 
sal’s picture of that name. 
Mule talks in the film. Some 


43 pic and radio actors were 
tested before Chill Wills’ voice 
was chosen. 

Wills, a top featured player, 
won't be seen on the screen. 








Brave Boff Biz | 


Surprises Deep In 
Heart of Texas 


boxoffice success of 
United Artists’ “Home of the 
Brave” in its first two southern 
openings last Thursday (7) is ex- 
pected to give UA and producer 
Stanley Kramer almost $450,000 
more than they had expected from 
the controversial film in domestic 
rentals. In addition, the picture is 
expected to ease the way for other 
pictures in the south with similar 
anti-Negro discrimination themes, 
such as Louis de Rochemont’s 
(Film Classics) ‘‘Lost Boundaries” 
and 20th-Fox’s “Pinky.” 

Because of the picture’s theme, 
UA execs were practically recon- 
ciled to losing out on the lucrative 


Surprising 


southern playdates, which they 
consider as_ representing about 
15% of the total domestic gross 
But they booked the picture to 


open simultaneously at the Majes- 
tic theatres in Houston and Dallas, 


bo Interstate circuit houses, as 
an experiment. “Brave” opened to 
sock grosses in both cities, with 


the result that Interstate chief Rob- 
ert J. O'Donnell wired UA prez 
Grad Sears he was booking the pic- 
ture on his entire circuit. 

In Dallas, where “Jim Crow” 
laws force segregated balconies, 
“Brave” pulled almost $13,300 the 
first four days of the week, de- 
spite the fact the thermometer 
soared to a searing 104-degrees 
over the weekend. That's nor- 
mally a good week at this house. 
Gross bested the previous UA 
record-holder at the house, “Red 


(Continued on page 22) 


PARAMOUNT PITCH FOR 
‘MORE ADULT NEWSREEL’ 


Because of the pressure by the 
public for “a more adult newsreel,” 
Paramount is swinging into a series 
of featured issues which “will tell 
the story behind the story,’ Oscar 
Morgan, Par’s short subjects sales 
head, said last week at a joint press 
huddlde attended by Russell Hol- 
man, company’s eastern production 
chief, and A. J. Richard, head of 
the Paramount Newsreel. At the 
same time, trio of Paramounters 


discounted the impact of television 
on reel consumption, 

Featurized issues, somewhat on 
the style of the treatment of news 
by Time magazine, will be attempt- 
ed in a fairly substantial number 
of Par’s bi-weekly issues, Morgan 
said. For this purpose, crews are 
being sent on news breaks to round 
up the “story behind the story” as 
well as to build a bigger film li- 
brary Par is already mapping 
plans to exploit its new format in 
a drive for upped bookings. 

“Television is only one factor in 
the change,” Morgan said. “Even 
without it, it is apparent that news- 
reels in a more adult world must 
be changed. You just can’t tell a 
story in 67 feet, and that’s what 
one company attempted in a re- 
cent clip on the Masters’ Golf Tour- 
ney.” 





* Despite 


a difference of opinion 
among sales toppers as to the ef- 
fectiveness of regional day-and- 
date preems, a survey shows that 
most film companies appear to be 
leaning more than ever toward a 
policy of multiple bookings in lim- 
ited areas Supporters of this 
method mass selling contend 
that exténsive advertising, stars’ 
p.a."s and accompanying fanfare 
help saturate a given area, thus 
producing grosses which would not 
be possible under ordinary circum- 
stances. 

On the other hand, Metro hasn't 
tried the technique since 1945, 
| when it used it with negative re- 
sults on “An American Romance,” 
a Technicolor epic with Brian Don- 
levy, which world preemed in the 
Cincinnati area. Company feels 
that, when promotion costs and 
kindred expenses are_ subtracted 
from a regional campaign, there’s 
little profit to be gained from such 
an undertaking It’s better to 
groove pix through usual releasing 


of 


channels, an M-G spokesman as- 
serts 
Regionals, however, have been 


a long-established policy of Par- 
amount Using multiple day-and- 
dates on “Streets of Laredo,” “El 
Paso” and others in the past, the 
company is readying “Rope of 
Sand” for an early fall preem in 
northern California. “Red, Hot 
and Blue” will likely have a mid- 
west regional unveiling, with the 
hoopla slated to center about Bat- 
tle Creek, Mich., home town of the 
film’s star, Betty Hutton. “My 
Friend Irma,” however, will have a 
150-town nationwide bow to cash 
in on the bally contribbed by the 
CBS radio package. 

Meanwhil& RKO world preems 
its “Mighty Joe Young” today 
(Wed.) in some 358 theatres in New 
England and upstate New York, 
and the same company is lining up 
a five-state opening for Goldwyn’s 
“Roseanna McCoy,” which will be 
spotted in the Kentucky and West 
Virginia district. 20th-Fox em- 
ployed the saturation system ad- 
vantageously on “It Happened 
Every Spring” and “Sand,” both of 
which opened in some 300 situa- 
tions within a week. “Sand” had 
a midwest regional, with producer 
George Jessel p.a.ing in such keys 
as Kansas City, Minneapolis and 
Omaha. 

’s Saturation Offensive 


Universal is also a firm adherent 
of the saturation theory, following 
_a test last March with the “Life of 
| Riley.” Studio's “Calamity Jane 
/and Sam Bass” had its initial 
screening recently via some 600 
dates in the Texas and Oklahoma 
territories, and the same film is 
drawing another blanket display 
this week in 200 outlets in the Salt 
Lake City, Denver, Omaha and Des 


(Continued on page 18) 





Par Planning Record 
Hoopla for ‘Samson’ 


Hollywood, July 12. 


Paramount will spend nine 
months in time and upwards of $1,- 
000,000 to hoopla “Samson and De- 
lilah,” Max Youngstein and Dick 
Condon, who have just left for New 
York, are in charge of the publicity 
fanfare. 

Drumbeating will be built 
around cross-country p.a. jaunts 
of Hedy Lamarr, Victor Mature and 
Cecil B. DeMille. Stars have been 
set on Treasury Bond drive pro- 
grams in states they will hit. This 
will take the form of a “Bring 
Samson and Delilah Together” 
stunt, with Mature spotted in New 
York and Miss LaMarr in Frisco. 
Stars will travel across country, 
meeting in Kansas City, but not 
leaving any state until the bond 
quota has been met. 


Film will be roadshown simul- 
taneously on multiple day-and-date 
basis in key cities; then return to 
all situations at advanced prices; 
and, finally, returning for third 
showing under straight exhibition 
\ policy. 
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H.0.s, Reissues Flood L. A.; ‘Sand 
Drifts, $40,000, ‘Oz’ Reissue Nice 


Ditto, ‘Africa’ Neat 356, ‘Jones OK 3d 





Los Angeles, July 12. + 


Local firstruns are maintaining 
an okay pace despite being heavy 
on holdovers and reissues. Grosses 
are generally running ahead of | 
same week last year. | 

“Wizard of Oz” is sighting a very | 
pleasant $40.000 in three situations 
and same figure is looked for, 
“Sand.” in four sites. “Africa 
Screams” looking for neat $35,000 
in four small-seaters. Reissue 
eombo of “Trail of Lonesome 
Pine’ and “Geronimo” is satisfac- 
tory at $26,000 in five houses, but 
another bill of oldies, “House on 
92nd Street” and “My Gal Sal” are 
in the red at $11,500 in four day- 
daters. Third round of ‘“Fountain- 
head” is holding up nicely at pos- 
sible $28,000 in three locations. 

“Sorrowful Jones” is pleasing 
on third week at $25,000 in two) 
houses. “Big Steal” is taking mod- 





erate $23,000 for second session 
in two sites. In the art houses, 
“Quartet” is still strong in for 


seventh frame at Laurel; “Edward, 
My Son” is nifty for second session 
at Four Star, and 28th round for | 
“Red Shoes,” at Fine Arts, is good. 


Estimates for This Week 


Beverly Hills, Downtown, Ha- 
waii, Hollywood Music Halls (Prin- | 
Cor) (834, 902, 1,106, 512; 55-$1)— 


“Africa Screams” (UA). Smart 
$35,000. Last week, “Home of 


Brave” (UA) (5th wk), $14,600. 
Chinese, Loew’s State, Loyola, 
Uptown (FWC) (2,048, 2,404, 1,248, 


1,719: 60-$1)—“Sand” (20th) and 
“One Last Fling’ (WB). Medium 
$40,000. Last week, ‘House 
Strangers” (20th) and “Amazon | 


Quest” (FC) (8 days), $41,400. 
Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern 
(WB) (1.757, 2,756, 2,344; 60-$1)— 
“Fountainhead” (WB) (3d_ wk). 
Nice $28,000. Last week, $38,800. 


Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire 
(FWC) (1,538, 2.097, 2,296; 60-$1) 
—"Wizard of Oz’ ‘(M-G) (reissue). 
Neat $40,000. Last week, “Bark- 
leys Broadway” ‘M-G) (3d_ wk), 
$27,800. 

Orpheum (D’'town) &210; 60-$1) 
—‘“Trail Lonesome Pine” (Par) 
and “Geronimo” (Par) (reissues). 
Good $13,500 here, with $26,000 
total in five day-daters. Last week, 
“White Savage” (FC) and ‘Cobra 
Woman” iFC) (‘6 days), $9,800 
here, with $15.300 in four sites. 

Pantages, Hillstreet (Pan-RKO) 
(2,812: 2,890; 50-$1) — “Big Steal” 
(RKO) and “Air Hostess” (Col) (2d 
wk). Moderate $23,000. Last week, 
very nice $38,300. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1) | 
—‘‘Sorrowful Jones’ (Par) and 
“Shark God” (FC) (LA only) (3d 
wk). Pleasing $25,000. Last week, 
solid $33,700. 

United Artists, Ritz ‘UA-FWC) 
(2,100: 1,370; 60-$1)—‘‘House 92d 
Street” (20th) and “My Gal Sal” 
(20th) (reissues). Scant $7,500 here, | 
with $11,500 total in four day- | 
daters. Last week, ‘Massacre 
River’ (Mono) and “Bomba, Jungle 
Boy” (Mono) (8 days), $15,000 here, | 
with $27,800 total in six situations. | 

Esquire ‘Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) | 


— “Queen's Lover” (Indie) and 
“Blind Desire” (Indie) (3d wk). 
Under $2,000. Last week, oke 
$2,100. | 
Fine Arts ‘FWC) (679; $1.20- | 


$2.40) — “Red Shoes” (EL) (28th) | 
wk). Good $5,300. Last week, up | 
to $6,200. 

Four Star ‘UA-WC) (900; 74-$1) | 
—‘Edward, My Son” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Nifty $7,500. Last week, smash 


$10,600. 

Laurel ‘(Rosener) (890; 85) — 
“Quartet” (EL) (7th wk). Steady 
$6,000. Last week, holiday trade 


shoved up to $6,500. 


‘Stratton’ Hot $12,000, 
‘Promise’ 636, Seattle 


Seattle, July 12. 
“Stratton Story,” at the Liberty, 
with big newspaper blasts, and 
“Green Promise,’ at Coliseum, are 
lone openers at the big-seaters, the 
others having holdovers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse ‘H-E) ‘800; 50-84) 
“Sand” (20th) and “Secret of St. 
Ives” (Col) (2d wk). Pointed for 
good $3,000. Last week, 2d of 
“Colorado Territory’ (WB) and 
“Tuna Clipper’ (Mono), $3,100. 
Coliseum ‘(H-E) (1,877: 50-84)— 
“Green Promise’ (RKO) and 
“Judge Steps Out” (RKO). Likely 
$6,500, slow. Last week, “Sand” 
(20th) and “St. Ives” (Col). Per- 
sonals by Mark Stevens, and others 
(Continued on page 20) i 








“Beautiful 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,618,000 
(Based on 25 211 
theatres, chiefly mrst runs, tn- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 





cities 


Last Year $2,507,000 
(Based on 20 and 199 
theatres) 








Vaude Comeback 
Ups Cincy, 336 On 
Rooney- Judge 


Cincinnati, July 12. 

Vaude’s wow comeback at the 
RKO flagship Albee is racking up 
Cincy’s biggest gross in many 
months and giving zing to the 
overall count for downtown houses. 

Gigantic count is remarkable in 
face of burg’s worst heat spell in 
years, blamed for folding of sched- 
uled six-week summer opera sea- 


| son at the halfway mark, and night 


baseball, pools and other outdoor 
opposish. Eight-act bill is linked 
with “Judge Steps Out.” Only 
other new bill this round is ‘“Foun- 
tainhead,” a solid ringer. Hold- 
overs are all rosy. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3.100; 55-85)— 
“Judge Steps Oui” (RKO) plus 
eight-act bill including Pat Rooney 
and Watson Sisters. Colossal 
vaude revival campaign and great 
reviews magneting a fantastic $33,- 


000. House injecting stage fare 
every fourth week. Last week, 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) = and 
“Crime Doctor’s Diary” (Col) (2d 
wk), at 55-75¢c scale, very good 
$13.000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2.000; 55-75)— 
“Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) (3d 


wk). Sprightly $6,500 after slick 
$10.000 second round. 

Grand (RKO) (1.400; 55-79 — 
“Stratton Story’ (M-G) (2d. wk). 


Fast $8,000 in wake of big $15,500 
bow. 
Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) 


'—“Tulsa” (EL) (2d wk). All right 
$6,000 following sturdy $10,500 
opening sesh. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600: 55-75)— 


“Fountainhead” (WB) and ‘Law of 
Barbary Coast” ‘Col). Solid $13.- 
000. Last week, “Big Steal’ (RKO) 


and “Tucson” (Col), moderate 
$10.500. | 
Shubert (RKO) (2.100: 55-75)— 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and 
“Crime Doctor’s Diary’ (Col). 
Moveover for third downtown 
stanza. Okay $5.500. Last week, 


“Pygmalion” (Indie) (reissue), mild 
$4,000. 





Carle-Mills Bros.- Blonde’ Unbashful 


'‘Jones’ Happy $17,500, 


‘Daughter’ 14G, Omaha 
Omaha, July 12. 


“Sorrowful Jones” and “Nep- 


tune’s Daughter” shot grosses up| 


at the Orpheum and Paramount, 
respectively. 

“Stratton Story,” in its second 
week at the little State, is main- 


taining its torrid pace. “Fountain- | 
head” at the Brandeis will do fine | 
| biz. 
‘ers’ shot Omaha downward. 


On the other hand, “Plunder- 


Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16. 
65)—‘‘Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and 


‘Alaska Patrol” (FC). Roaring $17,- | 


500, one of best grosses in years. 
Last week “El Paso” (Par) ‘“Dis- 
aster” (Par) light $10,000. 
Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
5)—“‘Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G). 
Terrific $14,000, way above average 


even for hits. Last week, “Sand” 
(20th) good $10,500. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
“The Fountainhead” (WB) and 
“Law of Barbary Coast” (Col). 
Very good $8,000. Last week, “Big 
Steal” (RKO) and “Rustlers” 


(RKO) light $6,800. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65) — 
“The Stratton Story” (M-G) (2d 
wk). 
500. Last week, $6,500. Probably 
go third week or more. . 


‘Fountainhead’ $25,000, 
‘Not Wanted’ Ditto to Pace 
Detroit; ‘Daughter’ 146 


Detroit, July 12. 

As the unprecedented heat and 
humidity continue to keep film- 
goers away from theatres in droves, 
“Fountainhead” at the Michigan, 
“Neptune’s Daughter” at the Down- 
town, and “Not Wanted” at the 
Fox, are fighting it out for what 
biz there is. “Sorrowful 
shifted to the Madison for a third 
week, is showing surprising 
strength. The others are strictly 
out of the running. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 
“Not Wanted” (FC). Fair $25,000. 
Last week, “Sand” (20th), slow 
$19,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
70-95)—"‘Fountainhead” (WB) 
“One Last Fling” (WB). Oke $25,- 
000. Last week, “Sorrowful Jones” 
(Par) and “C-Man” (Rep), $20,000 
in second week. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)—‘Big 
Steal” (RKO) and “Jiggs and Mag- 
gie in Court” (Mono) (2d wk). Dim 
$14,000. Last week, $17,000. 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70-95) 
—‘‘My Gal Sal” (20th) and ‘“‘House 
92d Street” (20th) (reissues). Fair 
$12,000. Last week, ‘‘Cobra Wom- 
an” (FC) and “White Savage” (FC) 
(reissues), poor $8,000. 

Madison (UD) 
“Sorrowful Jones” 
Man” (Rep) (transferred from 
Michigan for 3d week). Swell $15,- 
000. Last week, “Doolins of Okla- 
homa” (Col) and 
ture’ (Mono), slow $10,000. 





Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95) — | 


“Lady Gambles” (UI) and “Arctic 
Manhunt” (UI). Slim $9,000. Last 
week, “Barkleys of Broadway” 
(M-G), $5,000 in third week. 
Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
95)—“‘Neptune’s Daughter’ (M-G) 
and “Lovable Cheat” (FC). Oke 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Stratton 
Story” (M-G), $6,000 in third week. 





Keeping its hot pace for $5,- | 


Jones” | 


and | 


(1,800; 70-95)— | 
(Par) and “C-| 


Frisco Frisky; ‘Stratton’ Big $28,000, 


Daughter’ Husky 264, 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Grose 

This Week _... $550,200 
(Based on 18 theatres) 

Last Year .. $629,506 
(Based on 16-theatres) 











Dennis Day Hikes 


River to $36,000, 
‘Jones 176, Wash. 


Washington, July 12. 


There's more cheer in town’s 


downtown houses this week, thanks 
to landoffice biz at Loew’s Capitol, | 


where “Massacre River” is being 
hypoed into the upper brackets by 
lure of the Dennis Day troupe on 
stage. “Sorrowful Jones” is shap- 
ing solidly at the Warner, with 
first few days’ take topping that 
of recent months. 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (2,434: 44-85)— 
‘Massacre River’ (Mono), plus 
Dennis Day show on stage. Very 
hot $36,000, with all interest cen- 
tered on radio star Day. Last week, 
“It Happened Every Spring” (20th), 
plus vaude, better than expected 
$20,000. 

Keith's (RKO) (1,939: 44-80)— 
“Big Steal’ (RKO) (2d wk). Satis- 
factory $8,000  fter firm $13,000 
last week. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-74) 
—‘‘Long Voyage Home” (Indie) 
(reissue). Good $6,000. Last week, 
“Castle on “the Hudson” (WB) (re- 
issue), thin $4,500. 

Palace ‘(Loew’s) (2.370: 44-74)— 
“Neptune’s Daughter’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Steady $18,000 after fancy 
$26,000 last week. 

Playhouse (‘Lopert) (432: 50-85) 
—“Quartet” (EL) (10th wk). Hy- 
poed to $4,500 in final week after 
| $4,000 last week, and a boff run. 

Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74)— 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par). Opened 
big and looks like $17,000 or bet- 
ter. Last week, “Fountainhead” 
(WB), surprisingly good $16,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (654: 44-80)— 
“Forbidden Street” (Fox). Good 
start. Expect $7,500. Last week, 
“Tulsa” (EL) (4th wk), $4,000. 





ANDREWS SIS BOOST 
‘AGENT’ TO 196, BALTO 


Baltimore, July 12. 


“Chinese Ven- | 


Although 
downtowners here are in fairish 
shape and with a good weekend 
/under its belt should total some 
fairish figures. Among newcomers, 
| “House of Strangers” is drawing 
/some response to the New. and 
“Special Agent,” leaning entirely 
on vaude topped by the Andrews 
Sisters, is heading for strong total 
at the combo Hippodrome. 
| Estimates for This Week 

Cenutry (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 20- 
60)—“‘Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) 


e h =. Holding well at $13,000 
| after 
$40,000 in Mpls. Return to Vaude ‘iiprcicie’ i sreit aun, 


Minneapolis, July 12. 

With such boxoffice magnets as 
Frankie Carle’s orch and the Mills 
Bros,. the first combo stage and 
screen show in nearly a year here 
is infusing new life into sagging 
business. Radio City presentation 
has “Beautiful Blonde From Bash- 
ful Bend” on the screen, and it’s 
corralling real crowds. Otherwise, 
the straight film lineup is featured 
by such major newcomers as “The 


Fountainhead” and “Lust for 
Gold.” A more imposing array of 
holdovers than in recent weeks 


includes “The Big Steal,” “Tulsa.” 
“Sand” and “Night Unto Night.” 
all in their second weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600: 50-70)— 
“Sand” (20th) ‘m.o.). Here after 
fairly good Radio City first week. 


Puffing at light $3.500 pace. Last 
week, “Night Unto Night” (WB), 
light $4,200. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)— 


“Tulsa” (EL) ‘m.o.). Moved from 
State, where it clicked moderately 
well. Fairly good $5.000 sighted. 
Last week. “Keep ‘Em Flying” 
(FC) and “Ride "Em Cowboy” (FC), 
reissues, slow $4,000. 

Radio City (4.000: 50-85)— 
Blonde” (20th) and 


_a_ local 


, Frankie Carle orch, Millses on 


stage. First stage show here in 
many months and started packing 
‘em in opening morning and likely 
to zoom to smash $40,000. Carle 
favorite, and Mills Bros. 
have big following, too. Last week. 


, “Sand” (20th) (50-70), fair $13,000. 


RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800: 50- 
70)—“Lust for Gold” (Col). Ford 
and Lupino good boxoffice team, 
and picture well regarded. Fair 
$10,000 sighted. Last week, “Big 
Steal” (RKO), fine $12,500. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Big Steal” (RKO) (‘m.o.). — Still 
healthy at around $7,500 after 
hefty Orpheum initial stanza. Last 
week, “Dumbo” (RKO) and “Sa- 
ludos Amigos” (RKO) (reissues), 
light $6,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 
“Fountainhead” (WB). 
opinions on this one, 
Cooper’s presence helps. -Good 
$14,000. Last week, “Tulsa” (EL), 
good $11,500. 

World (Mann) (400: 50-70)— 
“Night Unto Night” (WB) ‘m.o.). 
Here following very modest first 
canto at Century. Fairly good 
$2,500 in prospect. Last week, 
“Lucrezia Borgia” (Indie) (2d wk), 
satisfactory $2,000. 


50-70)— 
Divided 
but Gary 


20-70)—*‘Special Agent” (Par) plus 
vaude headed by Andrews Sisters. 
Stageshow getting ail the credit 
for rosy $19,000 possibility. Last 
week, “Massacre River’ (Mono) 
cashed in on ballyhoo built around 
return of “big time” vaude of eight 
acts to good $14,700. 

Keith’s ‘Schanberger) (2.460: 20- 
60)—“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) (3rd 
wk). Starting third round todav 
(Tues.) after second ‘ 
$9,200. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 20-65) — 
“Champion” (UA) (2nd wk). Main- 
taining fine pace at $6,500 after 
rousing opener to $8,700; fine fig- 
ures for limited capacity at hand. 
New (Mechanic) (1.800; 20-60)— 
‘House of. Strangers” (20th). In 
£00d position against surrounding 
oe monaed pointing to nice $11,000. 
4zast week “Sand” (20t fas fai 
ry h) was fair 

Stanley (WB) (3.280: 25-75)— 
“Fountainhead” (WB) (2nd wk). 
Good continuing action at indicated 
oa after solid preem to $16,- 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—~ ‘Stagecoach” and “Long Voyage 
Home” (RKO) (reissues). Tieing up 
of John Ford hits started off well 
but weakened, with $8,500 looked 
for. Last week, “The Big Steal” 

i (RKO) failed to click at $7,200. 


mainly holdover, the | 


sesh drew okay 


San Francisco. July 12. 


| San Francisco _ first-runs are 
| fairly good biz. Seasonal City fog 
|is somewhat responsible. The Fox 


' Paramount and United Artists 
| Standouts. 


Estimates for This Week 


are 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844. 60- 
85)—“The Big Steal” (RKO) and 
“Rustlers” (RKO) (2d wk). Fair 
$12,000. Last week, sock $21,800 

Fox (FWC) (4.651; 60-95) 
‘“Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) 
Husky $26,500. Last week. “The 
Fountainhead” (WB) (2d wk) 5 


days, $8,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2.656: 60-85)... 
“Hellfire” ~(Rep) and “Susanna 
Pass” (Rep). Weak $10.000. Last 
week, “Sand” (20th), nice $16,500, 

Paramount (Par) (2.646: 60-85) 
“The Stratton Story” (M-G) and 
“Daughter of West” (FC). Hefty 
$28,000. Last week, “Sorrowful 
Jones” (Par) and “Amazon Quest” 
(FC) (2d wk), strong $18,500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60-85) 
“Edward, My Son” (M-G) (4th wk) 
Steady $7,500. Last week held to 
$8,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448: 55- 
85)—“City Across the River” (J) 
(2d wk). Thin $7,000. Last week 
good $20,000. 


United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207: 


99-85)—*‘Africa Screams” (UA) and 
“Prairie Pirates” (U). Sock $19- 
000. Last week, “Home of the 


Brave” (UA) (4th wk), fine $9.500. 


Stagedoor (Ackerman) — (380; 
$1.20-$2.40)—“Red Shoes” (EL) 
(7th wk). Held nicely at $8000. 


Last week, up to $8,000. 
Esquire (No. Coast) (955: 55-85) 


—‘Illegal Entry” (‘U) and ‘West 
of Laramie” (U) (2d wk). $5,000. 
Last week, husky $9,000. 

Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Quiet Weekend” (Indie) and 
“Concert Magic” (Indie) (reissue) 
(2d wk). $2,400. Last week, 
$2,800. 





‘JONES’ WHAM 226, 
ST. L.; REMAINDER #0. 


St. Louis, July 12. 


With holdovers predominating, 
“Sorrowful Jones,” with vigorous 
nods from the crix, is headed for 
the best gross at the downtown 
Ambassador in many moons. Rain- 
storm Saturday (10) in midst of 
heat wave crimped biz. 

‘Neptune’s Daughter” is still a 
hefty draw. 
| Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3.000;  50- 
75)—‘Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and 
“Temptation Harbor” (Mono), 
$22,000. Last week, “Mr. Belve- 
dere to College” (20th) and ‘Colo- 
rado Territory” (WB) ‘m.o.), $13,- 
000 


Loew’s (Loew) (3,172: 50-75)— 
“Neptune’s Daughter” ‘(M-G) ‘h.o.), 
$16,500 foilowing $26,000 for first 
smash stanza. 

Missouri (F&M) (3.500; 50-75)— 
“Mother Is a Freshman” (20th) 
and “The Forbidden Street” (20th) 
(h.o.), $10,000 after $15,000 for 
initial session. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
“Fountainhead” (WB) and “A Man 
About the House” (20th) ‘h.o.), 
$9,000 after $13,000 for first stanza. 


‘Indpls. Building; Top 
1346 to ‘Fountainhead’ 


Indianapolis, July 12. 

Biz is up a little at most first-run 
spots here this stanza, first signs of 
improvement in several weeks. 
“Fountainhead” is getting ‘op 
money at the Circle, followed by 
“Tulsa” with a moderate take at 
the Indiana. “Neptune's Daugh- 
ter” is fair in holdover at Loews. 

Estimates For This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2.800; 44 
65)—“Fountainhead” (WB) and 
“Racing Luck” (Col), Nice $13,500 
in nine days. Last week, “Chick- 
en Every Sunday” (20th) and “My 
Own True Love” (Par), dull $4,500 
in five days. 

Indiana (Gamble-Dolle) (3.300; 
44-65)—“Tulsa” (EL) and “Sleep- 
ing Car To Trieste” ‘EL). Modest 
$11,000. Last week. “Sorrowful 
Jones” (Par) and “Gun Smugglers 
(RKO), big $14,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65)— 
“Neptune’s Daughter” (2d wk). Oke 
$8,000 on top of dandy $14,000 for 
first week. m 

Lyric (Gambye-Dolle) (1.600; 44 
65)—“Ghost of Frankenstein *~' 
and “Son of Dracula” ‘U) —s 
sues). Oke $6,000. Last wae 
“Walking Hills” (Col) and “Song 
India” (Col). Tepid $5,000. 





G, ‘Africa’ 196 
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Chi Breezy, But It’s at the B.0.; 


‘Jones Beach -Knight-Damone Cool 
$67,000, ‘Any No.’ 256, ‘House’ 186 


Chicago, July 12. 


Last week heat and humidity 


held Chi Loop grosses down. How-| 
ever, this week the same condition, | 


with the aid of furniture conven- 
tioneers, is helping the ticket wick- 
ets. Crowds are pouring down- 
town, with the best midweek busi- 
ness in the last six months reported 
from the theatres. Even the out-of- 
way spots picked up, with custom- 
ers seeking air-conditioned houses. 
Drive-ins are doing sock. 
Chicago is pacing the field with 
“Girl From Jones Beach,” backed 
strongly by stage show headed by 
Evelyn Knight and Vic Damone. 
Among the other newies, “Any 
Number Can Play” at the State- 
Lake is doing handsomely, while 
“House of: Strangers,” at the 
Grand, is shooting for sweet biz. 
Reissues, “One Night of Love” and 
“La Traviata,” at the World, are 


okay. 

Second week of “It Happens 
Every Spring,” at the Oriental, 
plus Frankie Laine and Monica 


Lewis personals, is zooming; “Big 
Steal,” at the Palace, picked up 
atter slow start; “Street Corner,” 
at the Rialto, second frame, looks 
hefty, and “Red Menace” seems 
weak at the Garrick. Roosevelt ap- 
pears slim for “Jigsaw” and “Se- 
cret Agent,”’ as does “Johnny Alle- 
gro” at the United Artists. 

“Home of the Brave’ winds up 
fine seven-week run at the Woods 
to make way for “Champion.” In 
the 29th week is “Red Shoes,” at 
the Shubert. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) 


“Girl From Jones Beach” (WB) 


with stageshow headed by Evelyn | 


Knight and Vic Damone. Giant 
$67,000 looming. Last week, ‘“‘Nep- 
tune’s Daughter’ (M-G) (2d wk) 
and p.a. of Peggy Lee, Dave Bar- 
bour and Bob Crosby, $66,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98)— 
“Red Menace” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Slight $5,000 in sight. 
$7,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 
“House of Strangers” (20th). Nifty 
$18,000 possible. Last week, 
“Dumbo” and “Saludos Amigos” 
(RKO) (reissues), $11,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—‘It Happens 
(20th) (2d wk) plus Frankie Laine 
on stage. Fancy $50,000 shaping 
Last week, $62,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Big Steal” (RKO) (2d wk). Best 
business in months, with $16,000 
sighted. Last week, $20,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98)— 
‘Street Corner” (Indie) (2d_ wk). 
Sex film hitting keen $12,000. Last 
week, $14,800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 


50-98)— 


Jigsaw” (UA) and Secret Agent”. 


(Par) (2d wk). Minor $10,000. Last 
week, $12,000. 
Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 


$2.40'—*Red Shoes” (EL) (29th wk). | 


Hovering around $4,500, about par. 
Last week, same. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 50-98) | 


—"Any Number Can Play” (M-G). 


Fine $25,000. Last week, “Colorado | 


Territory’ (WB) (2d wk), $16,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98)—"Johnny Allegro” (Col) 
wk). Light $10,000. 
$13,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Home of the Brave” (UA) (7th 
wk). Ending final stint with bright 
$16,000. Last week, $16,500. 

World (indie) (587; 80)—‘“One 
Night of Love” (Col) and “La Tra- 
viata” (Col) (reissues). Musical 
should take fine $4,000. Last week, 
Monsieur Vincent” (Indie) (7th 
wk), $3,500. 





Kaycee Sturdy; ‘Spring’ 
Hefty 186 in 3 Spots 


_ Kan._s City, July 12. 

Town is heavy with holdovers 
and reissues, but biz holds fairly 
bright nevertheless. 
Every Spring” is the only new film 
of any magnitude. opening Wednes- 
day and likely to run eight days 
for hefty hiz. “Neptune’s Daugh- 
ter’ continues big splash at the 
Midland in its second week, and 
Sorrowful Jones” is sturdy in 
third at the Paramount. “Red 
Shoes” makes it an even dozen 


weeks at the Kimo, and likely to 
continue. 


Weather is sultry and hot as it, 


has been for three weeks. 
Estimates For This Week 
_Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
85)—* Johnny Apollo” (20th) and 
Show Them No Mercy” (20th) 
(Continued on page 20) 


+ 


(3,900; 50-98)— 


Last week, ' 


Every Spring” | 


(2d | 
Last week, | 


“It Happens. 





Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20° tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices. however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 





‘DAUGHTER’ SOLID 
$17,000, LOUISVILLE 


LZ; 

Terrif heat spell is spelling light- 
weight trade at the downtown film 
houses. Drive-ins are doing okay, 
and couple new entries currently 
are pulling patrons. 

“Neptune’s Daughter,” at Loew’s, 
is holding tor 10 days, with “We 
Were Strangers” and “Dark Past” 
coming in Wednesday (13). Looks 
to lead the town, not much strength 
showing up in the product at other 
houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,400: 





Louisville, July 


45-65)—‘‘Fountainhead’* (WB) (2d 
wk). Feeling the effects of pro- 
tracted intense heat. to indicate 


slow $3,000, mild after last week’s 
sock $9,000. 
National (Standard) (2.400: 45-65) 


—‘‘Guest in House” ‘UA) and 
“Lady of Burlesque” (UA) (reis- 
sues). Puny $3,000. Last week. 


“Stormy” (FA) and “Magnificent 
Brute” (Indie) (reissues) plus ama- 


"MITCHUM-‘STEAL’ 


teur minstrel show on stage, mild 


| $4,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65)—‘‘Adventure in Baltimore” 
,(RKO) and “Judge Steps Out” 
,(RKO). Modest calibre summer 
| bill, fair $10.000. Last week, ‘Sor- 
rowful Jones” (Par) and “Search 


for Danger” (FC), healthy $15,000 
and m.o. to Brown, where the bill 
is copping sturdy returns. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Neptune's Daughter” (M-G). Solid 
$17,000 on 10 days. New bill opens 
Wednesday (13) with “We Were 
Strangers” as top feature. Last 
week, “Stratton Story’ (M-G) and 
“Mutineers” (Col) stout $18.000 in 
10 days. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)— 
| ‘‘Manhandled” (Par) and “Special 
Agent” (Par). Medium $4,000. Last 
week, “Red Pony” (Rep) and 
“Daughter of Jungle” (Rep), me- 
| dium $4,500. 


Mostly H.0. in Toronto; 
‘Ballroom’ Okay $11,000 


| Toronto, July 12. 

Holdovers.. topped by “Sorrow- 
ful Jones” and “Barklevs of Broad- 
way,” are snaring top coin but 
| other deluxers light except for the 
foreign film entries. 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th) (1.059, 955, 698, 694; 
36-60) —‘‘Make Believe Ballroom” 
(Col) and “Strike It Rich” (Mono). 





Okay $11,000. Last week, “Song 
|'of India” (Col) and “Gentlemen 
From Nowhere” (Col). ditto. 
Imperial (FP) (3,373; 40-70)— 
“Sorrowful Jones’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Hefty $13,500 after last week's 
sock $19,000. 
| Jnternational (Taylor) (605; 48- 
| 66)—‘‘Quartet” (EL) (14th wk). 
| Good $3,000. 
| PLoew’s (Loew) (2,096; 40-70)— 


'“Barkleys of Broadway” ‘(M-G) (3d 
wk). Fine $10,000 after last week’s 
smash $15,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 35-$1.20)— 
“Weaker Sex” (EL). Light $9.000. 
Last week, “Reign of Terror” (EL), 


ditto. 

Shea’s (FP) (2.386: 40-70)— 
“Sand” (20th). Light $7.500. Last 
week, “Window” (RKO) and 
“Judge Steps Out” (RKO), okay 
$8,000. 

Towne (Taylor) (690; 40-70)— 
“Paisan” (Indie) (7th wk). Still 


holding steadily at $4,000. 

University (FP) (1,556: 40-60)— 
“The Fan” (20th). Light $6,000. 
Last week, ‘‘Lonesome Pine” (Par) 
and “Special Agent” (Par), me- 
diocre $5,000. 

Uptown (Loew) 
“Illegal Entry” (U) and “Act of 
Violence” (M-G). Good $10,000. 
Last week, “Lady Gambles” (U), 
i $3,000 for three days. = 


(2.743: 40-70)— 


a 


OKAY $16,600, PITT 


Pittsburgh, July 12. 

John Walsh, Fulton manager, 
will reopen the Shea house Satur- 
day (16). Closed since May 1 for 
extensive facelifting, Fulton will 
feature latest in air-conditioning, 
new carpeting, 1,700 new seats. Pic 
will be “You're My Everything,” 
Dan Dailey-Anne Baxter tune film. 

First break in heat brought Tri 
angle houses b.o.arelief over week- 
end. 

Estimates for This Week 
Harris (Harris) (2,200: 45-80) 
“Johnny Allegro” (Col). Raft 
starrer looks to $10,000. Last week 
“Lust for Gold” (Col) didn’t pan 

out; fair $9,500 

Penn (Loew's) (3.300: 45-80) 
“‘Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) (h.o.) 
Headed for healthy 2d week. prob 
able $14.000. Last week, substan 
tial $21,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 45-80)—“Big 
Steal’ (RKO). Cool weather will 
help Mitchum’s latest; should add 


up to about $16,000. Last week, 
Fountainhead” (WB), good $16,- 
500 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80)— 
“Fountainhead” (WB) (2d wk.., 
m.o.). Lots left in Gary Cooper 
starrer; should bring $9,000. Last 
week, “Sorrowful Jones” (Par) 


(m.o.), pleasing $10,000. 


Sand’ Mild 146, 
Street’ 106, Hub 


Boston, July 12. 

Biz very much on the slow side 
this stanza with holdovers at most 
major houses and Saturday closing 
of downtown department stores no 
help. Newcomers “Sand” at Boston 
and “Forbidden Street” at Par- 
amount do not shape up strongly. 

“Neptune’s Daughter” at State 
and Orpheum look okay for second 
session. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40 - 85) 
“Sand” (20th) and “Man About the 





House” (20th), mild $14,000. Last 
week, “Secret of St. Ives’ (Col) 
and Dennis Day on stage, hefty 
$38,000. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) 
“Forbidden Street” (20th), and 


“Ringside” (SG), thin $4,800. Last 
week, “Big Cat” (EL) and “Leave 
it to Henry” (Mono) poor $4,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85) 
“Big Steal’ (RKO) and “Rustlers”’ 
(RKO). Okay $11,000 for four-day 
h.o. Last week, neat $23,000. Open- 
ing tomorrow (Wed.) is ‘“‘Mighty 
Joe Young” (RKO). 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,376; 40-85) 
“Fountainhead” (WB) and “Tales 
of Navajos” (M-G). $15,000 for 
second week. $19,000 for first. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85) 
“Neptune’s Daughter” (MG). Nice 
$17,000 for second. Solid $24,000 


tor first. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
'“Forbidden Street” (20th) and 
“Ringside” (SG). Fair $10,000. 


(EL) and 
(Mono), 


Last week, “Big Cat” 
“Leave It To Henry” 
dismal $7,000. 

State (Loew) (3,500: 40-85) 
“Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G). About 
$9,000 for second session. Okay 
$13,000 for first. 





‘Strangers Welcome to Philly, Sock 


Heat, H.0.s Hobble Bway; Big Steal’ 


Pockets $22,500, Fountainhead 306, 
‘Silver Lining’ Sterling $146,000, 3d 


Top-heavy number of holdover 
films, combined with continued 
hot weather, is taking a hefty nick 
out of Broadway film grosses this 
week. Single day’s intermission in 
the summer-long heat spell, occa- 


sioned by Sunday's (10) rainfall, 
helped slightly but could not 
compensate for the apparently 


greater lure of beaches, the coun- 


tryside, ball games, etc 

Radio City Music Hall, continu- 
ing to draw the city’s summertime 
tourist trade, is again on_ top. 
“Look for Silver Lining” and the 
Hall’s stage pageant is parlaying 
the third week's take into a boff 
$146,000, best biz by far this 
deluxer has done since Easter. 
Runnerup for honors is “‘Fountain- 
head,” inaugurating a vaudeless 
policy at the Strand for the first 
time in more than a year. Pic, one 
of two Broadway newcomers this 
stanza, is sighting a fine $30,000. 
It should prove profitable under 
the house’s lower operating nut. 

“Big Steal,’ other new entry in 
the Broadway sweepstakes, opened 
equally big, sighting a hefty $22.,- 
500 for the first round. “Lost 
Boundaries” at the Astor, continu- 
ing to build via word-of-mouth and 
a strong ad campaign, looks set 
for a second week’s take $20,000, 
very neat. Another good second- 
rounder is ‘‘Movie Crazy” at the 
Globe, where the Harold Lloyd 
reissue should cop about $14,000. 

With the exception of the trio 
of British-made marathoners in- 
cluding “Hamlet,” ‘Red Shoes” and 
“Quartet,” other houses are doing 


only fair biz at the most. “Any 
Number Can Play,” plus Hal Me- 
Intyre orch, Bert Wheeler, Hal 


LeRoy and Thelma Carpenter on 
stage, is dipping to an okay $62,000 
second week at the Capitol. ‘““House 
of Strangers,’ combined with Janet 
Blair, Herb Shriner and the Black- 


burn Twins at the Roxy, is tumb- | 


ling to a fair $75,000 second stanza. 
“Great Sinner” at the State is 
ambling slowly with a slight $28,- 
000 second round. 


One film showing surprising 
strength is the  indie-produced 
“Iron Crown” at the bandbox 
Rialto. Film is sighting a hefty 


$9,500 for its fifth week and looks 
to hold for several more, 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—‘‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) (2d wk). 
Strong word-of-mouth and good ad 
campaign mostly responsible for 
neat $20,000 for second week end- 
ing tonight (Wed.). First round 
wound up with fine $22,500. Holds, 
of course. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Red Shoes” (EL) (38th 
wk). Nearing its third quarter- 
year, with robust $8,500 expected 
for current round, about $1,500 
under last week’s holiday-boosted 
biz. Continues on present re- 
served-seat, two-a-day policy in- 
definitely. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—‘Any Number Can Play” (M-G) 
with Hal MelIntyre orch, Bert 





$30,000; Raft-‘Allegro’ Forte 156 


Philadelphia, July 12. 

End of the heat wave brought 
some relief to the parched box- 
offices, with the big attractions 
getting the heavier play. Best of 
the new films was “House of 
Strangers,” which clocked up the 
town’s high gross. “Fountainhead,” 
at the Mastbaum, and “Sorrowful 
Jones,” at the Stanley, both con- 
tinued strong. 

George Raft’s “Johnny Allegro” 
seemed to be what the Stanton 
needed, although William Powell's 
“Take One False Step” limped in 
its getaway at the Boyd. “The Fan.” 
which gave the Arcadia its first 
first-run since ‘‘Best Years of Our 
Lives.” was a disappointment. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99)—‘“My 
Brother Jonathan” (EL). Mild $8.,- 
500. Last week, “Wizard of Oz” 
(MG), okay $6,000 for second sesh. 

Arcadia (S&S) (600; 50-99)—‘‘The 


Fan” (20th). Not a breeze, $4,700. 


Last week second-runs. 
Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘‘Take 
One False Step” (U-L). Fair $17,- 
000. Last week, “Window” (RKO), 
good $10,000 for second stanza. 
Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) 


“Calamity Jane and Sam Bass” 
(U-I) (2d wk). Modest $13,000. 
After $16,000 for opener. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99) 
“House of Strangers’ (20th). The 
town’s leader, sock $30,000. Last 
week. “Sand” (20th), dull $13,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—‘‘Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) 
(4th wk). Musical still 
$12,500. Last week about same. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 530-99) 
—‘‘Edward, My Son” (M-G) (4th 
wk’). Down to $6,000. Last week, 
slightly better. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Fountainhead” (WB) (2d wk). Neat 
$20,000 after fine $27,000 start. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99)— 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) (2d wk). 
Sturdy $25,000 after big $30,000 for 
breakaway. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475: 50-99)— 
“Johnny Allegro” (Col). Hefty $15,- 
000. Last week, ‘Hellfire’ (Rep), 
tepid $9,000. 

Trans-Lux (TL) (500; $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘Red Shoes” (EL) (29th wk). 
Record-run extended two more 
weeks and film may hold all sum- 
mer. Profitable $6,000. About same 
last week. 


drawing, | 


Wheeler, Hal LeRoy, Thelma Car- 
penter, others onstage (2d wk). 
Dipped to okay $62,000 for stanza 
ending tonight (Wed.) after good 
$73,600 opening round. “Scene of 
Crime” (M-G) due in next but no 
date set 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘‘Lust for Gold” (Col) (2d wk). 
Below expectations with mild $11,- 
000 or less anticipated for second 
frame ending Friday (15) night. 
First week wound up with fair 
$14,000. “Calamity Jane and Sam 
Bass” (U) takes over Saturday (16). 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—‘Movie Crazy” (MPSC) (re- 
issue) (2d wk) Llovd name still 
good b.o draw, with $14,000 
sighted for second week ending 
Friday night (15), after neat $17,- 
500 for the opening round. Holds 
a third 

Gotham (Brandt) 
“Geronimo” (Par) 
wk). Holding well, with about 
$8,000 for this frame, after good 
$10,000 the preceding week. Stays 
for a fourth. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50- 
$1.20)—"'Big Steal’? (RKO) Teed 
off strongly Saturday (9) and hefty 
$22,500 in sight for first round. In 
ahead, ‘Red Menace” (Rep) wound 
second-final week with dull $9,000. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Follow Me Quietly” (RKO) with 
vaude. Revived vaude policy con- 
tinues sock, with profitable $24,000 
sighted for week. Last week, ‘‘Last 
Fling” (WB) with vaude, excellent 
$24,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55- 
$1.50)\—“‘Great Gatsby” (Par) with 
Jimmy Dorsey orch, Peggy Lee and 
Dave Barbour, Georgie Kaye and 
others onstage opens today (Wed.). 
In ahead, sixth-final round of “‘Sor- 
rowful Jones” (Par) with Louis 
Prima orch, others onstage, fancy 
$60,000, after fine $63,000 for pre- 
vious round. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$2.40) — ‘‘Hamlet’”” (U) (42 wk). 
Marathon run continuing strong, 
'with fine $7,700 this round, after 
better $8,000 previous stanza. Con- 
tinues. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — ‘Silver 
Lining’ (WB) and stageshow (3d 
| wk). No dog days here despite 
soaring thermometer, with boff 
$146,000 expected for third week 
‘ending tonight (Wed.). About $10,- 
'000 under preceding week's smash 
| biz, which was aided by July 4 
' weekend. Holds, naturally, with 
'“Good Old Summertime” (M-G) 


| 
u 


| coming in next. 


| Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)— 
'“Iron Crown” (Indie) (5th wk). 
; One of the Stem’s major surprises. 
|Current round ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) night should see hefty 
$9,500, after major $10,000 preced- 


44-99)—. 
(reissue) (3d 


(900; 


| ing frame. Continues for several 
more. 
Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 





| $1.25)—“Take False Step” (U) (3d 
wk). This one’s dying, with woe- 
ful $5,000 for third round, after 
| weak $7,500 in preceding frame. 
| Holding over, though, with ‘“‘Come 
to Stable” (20th) preeming July 28. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80)— 
| ‘House of Strangers” (20th) with 
| Janet Blair, Herb Shriner, Black- 
_burn Twins, others onstage (2d 
wk). Took a tumble to fair $75,- 
000 for second stanza ending to- 
morrow (Thurs.) after winning 
| $100,000 in teeoff frame. Goes 
|another couple of rounds, with 
“You're My Everything” (20th) 
booked to open July 27. 
| State (Loew’s) (3,450; 50-$1.50) 
'—‘‘Great Sinner’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
No pickup here, with slight $28,- 
000 or less expected for second 
week ending last night (Tues.), 
after dull $30,000 the previous 
stanza. Holds. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 70-$1.50)— 
“Fountainhead” (WB). First bill 
sans vaude in more than a year 
and opened strongly with fine 
$30,000 in sight for week ending 
tomorrow (Thurs.). In ahead, 
“Colorado Territory” (WB) with 
Red Ingle orch, others onstage, 
| finished second-final round with 
dull $19,000. 

Victoria (City 





Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.80)—“Home of Brave” (UA) 
(9th wk). Continues profitable at 
about $10,000, after fair $11,500 


for preceding week. “Window” 
(RKO) due in July 27. 

Sutton (R&B) (561: 70-$1.20)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (16th wk). = An- 


other marathon winner, with fine 
$9,000 for 15th week ended Mon- 
day (11), after very nice $10,000 
the previous frame. Stays. 
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It’s THE TALK OF THE 


INDUSTRY HOW 2O),,, KEEPS 
DELIVERING! THERE’S NO END 


TO THE BIG ONES FROM THE 
HARDEST WORKING COMPANY! 


COME TO THE STABLE - WILL JAMES’ SAND 
HOUSE OF STRANGERS - YOURE MY 
EVERYTRING - IT HAPPENS EVERY SPRING 
MR. BELVEDERE GOES TO COLLEGE - THE 
BEAUTIFUL BLONDE - CANADIAN PACIFIC 
A LETTER TG THREE WIVES - THE SNAKE PIT 
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Mex Studios See Biz 


Program Based on Huddles With Exec 


Hypo in Aleman 





Slexico City, July 12. + 

Mexican pic trade sees a huge 
hypo for it in the eight-star pro- 
gram President Miguel Aleman 
prescribed after tMe straight talk | 
he had with trade toppers headed 


LaPere Readying Film 


For American Market 


Rome, July 5. 
Paul LaPere, associate producer 


by Andres Serra Rojas, prez of), ee ee ; 
the pic industry’s bank, Banco Na-| ith Scalera Films of Rome, has 
ional Cinematografico been readying an Italian film 
a ; called “Mirella” for the English- 


Program demands forming a Su- 
per commission of five Mexican in- 
tellectuals to o.o. all seripts for 
Mexican pix; more thorough ex- 
amination of films by the National 
Cinematographic Commission and 
classification by it of native pix 
for better distribution and exhibi- 
tion: every Mexican pic must have 
a message and really mean some- 
thing: investigation of all economic 
factors of production; interchange 
of players and directors between 
Mexico and various countries; per- | 
manent peace between Mexican | 
film labor unions — the National 
~Cinematographic Industry Workers | 
(STIC) and the Picture Produc- | 
tion Workers (STPC); fiscal check- 
up of studios to find what’s needed 
to make them more efficient, in- 
cluding, should that be necessary, 
elimination of back-number plants 


and labs. 

Studios’ situation, which they 
called bad. was put up to Ramon 
3eteta, finance minister, by Serra 


Rojas and Alberto Saldana, sub- 
director of the Nacional Finan- 
ciera, the government’s fiscal agen- 
cy which has a big investment in 
these plants, and Emilio Azcarraga, 
top exhibitor and chief stockholder 
in the Churubusco Studio here. 
Calling the studios’ $11,500,000 in- 
vestment a grave risk, they said 
the peril stems from the fact that 
while the plants are conditioned 
to make 200 pix yearly the pro- 
duction is only around 80. Plants, 
they said, must have an annual 
output of at least 194 just to break 
even. Per studio, they said, that 
production must be: Churubusco, 
50; Azteca, 48; Clasa, 40; San 
Angel Inn ‘Jorge Stahl). 36, and 
Tepeyac, 20. 

Studios’ situation, 
complicated by the fact that pro- 
ducers regard 80 yearly as the 
maximum for satisfactory biz. How- 
ever, Hollywood indies are seen | 
as an out. Beteta was told that 
Arnold Pressburger and Fortunio 
Bonanova are’readying production 
in Mexican studios and will use 
Mexican technicians. Beteta was 
informed that about 28,000 work 
in the Mexican pic industry, 10,000 
in exhibition and 6,000 in produc- 
tion. Trade toppers opine that 


though, is 


speaking market, and will plane to 
New York and Hollywood next 
month with the completed 


yet. 

LaPere is expected back to Rome 
to produce and direct another pic- 
ture for Scalera. 





Jap Film Industry On 
Ropes After Two Years 
Of 150% Admish Tax 


Tokyo, July 5. 

Japanese film exhibitors and dis- 
tribs are still struggling, after 
more than two years, under the 
burden of a 150° admission tax. 
The Nipponese amusement tax, 
which~applies to film houses, thea- 
tres, cabarets, baseball games, etc., 
was hiked early in the occupation 
from 50% to 100%, and thence to 
150%. Coupled with a ceiling price 
on boxoffice fees, the government 
squeeze has most of Japan’s exhibs, 
distributors and producers hanging 
on the ropes; has forced at least 
one newsreel concern to fold, and 
has caused a wave of retrench- 
ments affecting the entire industry. 

Both the occupation headquar- 
ters and the Japanese government 
have turned a deaf ear on the in- 
dustry’s pleas for relief. They 
point out that the government is 
in desperate need of tax revenue, 
that an amusement tax is a quick 
and pairless way to obtain this 
revenue, and that attendance fig- 
ures throughout Japan remain fair- 
ly stable, which would indicate the 
steep tax is not keeping patrons 
away from the boxoffice. A point 
not discussed is how much attend- 
ance would increase if the tax were 
reduced. 

The amusement tax was collect- 
ed by the national government un- 
til Aug. 1, 1948, when it was trans- 
ferred to local governments. Tax 
experts point out that during the 
last four months under the na- 
tional government the levy yielded 
4,035,000,000 yen, and for the first 
eight months under local admin- 
istration it produced 8,218,000,000. 


those who would be let out with | This is a total of 12,253,000,000 yen 
studio suppression would be ab-| (about $30,000,000) for the 1948-49 


sorbed by other branches of the 
industry. 


Quebec Relents on Kids At 
Pix for Ist Time Since ’27 


Montreal], July 12. 





For the first time since 1927, 
when the Laurier theatre fire 
killed 77 children and the Quebec 


government placed an overall ban 
on kids at pix houses, films are 
being made available to any young- 
ster between the age of seven and 
16. Regular programs are now 
being shown at the Theatre des 
Compagnons at a straight 20c. ad- | 
mission and adults who try to get | 
in must be accompanied by a child, 
with admission by membership | 
card only. 

This special concession has been 
granted to this theatre alone. The 
ban still applies to all other thea- 
tres in Montreal and throughout 
the province. All programs are ap- 
proved by the executive of Les 
Compagnons and the General Film | 
Council. The theatre, which has 
been renovated and made com-| 
pletely fireproof, will hold 450 
kids. 

French and English films will 
alternate from week to week. 
Among the English pix coming are 
“The Sullivans,” “Sitting Pretty” 
and “Going My Way,” all 16m ver- 
sions. 


Metro’s Latino Drive 


| 
Maurice (Red) Silverstein, 
Metro's Latin America supervisor, 
planed this week for Brazil on an 
eight-week swing through all the 
company’s branches in Central and 
South America. 
Silverstein will set the company’s | 
releasing slate for the 1949-50 
season, j 


. 





fiscal year. 

| To bolster the argument that ad- 
|missions are holding up in spite 
|of the tax, experts point out that 


the 1947 yield was about 10,000.- | 


,000,000 yen, and the estimated 
yield for the 1949-50 fiscal year is 


14,500,000,000 (approximately $36,- | planning a trip to the U. S. in or- | 
|der to make distribution and exhi- | 


000,000). 
Jap Film Code 


A “Johnston office’ code of 
ethics, which notes that war, mili- 
tary power and violence must be 


denounced, has been adopted by | 


the Japanese film industry. Sex 
relations in films must be handled 
so that the sanctity of marriage 
and the family will not be violated. 
The portrayal of brutal killings 
must note shown, nor the use or 
sale of narcotics. 

Pix with political overtones must 
respect the Japanese Constitution 
and stress democratic ideals. Vir- 
tue will also triumph in Japanese 
films from now on. 





Loew’s Reestablishing 
German Offices in 50 


Hollywood, July 12. 

Sales operations will be resumed 
by Loew’s International in Ger- 
many on Jan. 1, 1950. Main office 
will be in Hamburg. 

Other quarters are to be set up 
in Frankfort, Dusseldorf, and Mu- 
nich, 





‘Murder’ in Buenos Aires 
Buenos Aires, July 5. 

Italian actor Ruggero Ruggeri's 

dramatic company, currently play- 

ing at the Odeon theatre, opened 

this week with an Italian transla- 

tion of T. S. Eliot’s ““Murder in the 


| Cathedral.” 


The Ruggeri company is playing 


to packed houses and is one of the | 


biggest hits of the season, 


| 


print. | 
The release for this film is not set | 


‘Hamlet’s’ Mex Score 


Mexico City, July 12. 
“Hamlet” ‘(U-I) ended five 
straight weeks at the swank Cine 
Chapultpee July 7, a record here 
for a foreign pic in these times. It 
was priced at 60c for the first three 


| weeks and 50c the rest of the time. | 


| “Hamlet” has moved over simul- 
taneously at the downtown Cine 
Palacio and the suburban Cine 
Lindavista at 35c. 


Legit Thrives In 
Tel Aviv Heat 





Tel Aviv, June ,30. 
A terrific heatwave is having 
little effect on legit productions 
here. Habimah, the Ohel and the | 


Chamber theatre are all busy with 
presentations. Habimah’s guest-pro- 
ducer, Julius Gellner (of the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corp.) has turned 
out a polished, finished production 
of “Midsummer Night’s Dream.” 
|'Dr. Paul Loewy has created a 
proper setting and Gertrude 
Kraus’ modern ballet, led by 
Marina Rothschild, is 
Israel Becker heads a fine cast. 
Ohel’s production of Theodore 
Herzl’s “Solon in Lydia,” about 
the famous law-maker, has good 
dramatic form and a 
quality. Though Herzl 
came a great literary figure, 
spite his sparkling feuilletons, 
“Solon” is as interesting today as 
it was in Vienna half a century 
ago. The cast includes Chehoval 
in the title role, Margalith as 
Aesop and Z. Baraban as Croesus. 
Dr. P. Loewy’s sets are colorful. 
Moshe Palevi produced. ° 
Armand Salacrou's “Nights of 
Wrath,” about the Resistance in 
France, has been given a skillful 


never be- 


production at the Chamber theatre | 


by guest-producer Peter Frye. The 
cast includes Avraham Ben Josepg, 
Batia Lancet, K. Bartov, Orna Po- 
rath and Nathan Cogan. In addi- 
tion to a fine production, Frye also 
designed the sets. 





Geiger to Spread Film 


Making on Continent; 
German Unit Mulled 


London, July 12. 

Alf Teichs, German producer, 
planed in from Berlin over the 
weekend for discussions with Rod 
E. Geiger on the Anglo-German 
aspect of the latter’s pix produc- 
‘tion plans. Preliminary talks are 
‘proceeding on the formation of a 
unit to make “The Devil’s General” 
and “Steeper Cliff’ in Germany 
and Britain. A British company is 
to be formed in association with 
Comedia Films of Germany. 

Geiger is currently producing 
“Give Us This Day” at Denham. 
On completion of the picture he is 


bition arrangements. The pie 
should fall into the art house 
classification, but it’s hoped, in 
addition, that there may be sub- 
stantial circuit bookings. 

Geiger has plans for production 
in England, Germany and 
Within the next two or three weeks 
he will decide on his next produc- 
'tion and locale. 








2 Foreign Troupes For 
| Venice Legit Festival 
Genoa, July 7. 
The 10th International Theatre 
Festival will take place in Venice 
from Sept. 19 to Oct. 3, with the 





excellent. 


universal | 


de- | 


| Renter into a daily in 1927. 


Italy. | 








Current London Shows 


(Figure shows weeks of run) 
London, July 12. 
“Anna Veronica,” Piccadilly (8). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (110). 
“Beau Stratagem,” Lyric (11), 
“Brigadoon,” Majesty (13). 
“Belinda Fair,” Strand (16). 
“Black Chiffon.” West (11). 
“Daphne,” Wynd. (16). 
“Foolish Gent’w’n,” Duch. (20). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (68). 
“Harvey,” Wales (28). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (24). 
“Her Excellency,” Hipp (3). 
“Ice Cycles,” Empress (3). 
“Lady’s Burning,” Globe (10). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (17). 
“Male Animal,” New (3). 





“Oklahoma!”’, Drury Lane (115). | 


“On Monday Next,” Comedy (6). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (32). 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (8). 
“September Tide,” Ald. (31). 
“Song of Norway,” Palace (1), 
“Third Visitor,” York’s (5). 

| “Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (118). 


“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (116). 
i “Young & Fair,” St. Martins (3). 


= 


“Walking Shadow,” Playh’se (3). 


participation of two foreign the- 
atrical companies. A French group, 
directed by Louis Jouvet and 
starring Madeleine Renaud and 
Jean Louis Barrault, will give two 
performances of Moliere’s ‘Four- 
beries de Scapin’” and Marivaux’ 
“Surprises d’Amour.” 

In conjunction with the 200th 
anniversary of Goethe’s birth, a 
company from Vienna’s Burgthe- 
atre will present the poet’s “Iphi- 
genie auf Tauris,”* with Ewald 
Balser and Helene Thimig in the 


| leads. 





Fredman, Film Renter 
M.E.-Columnist, Dies 
Suddenly in London 


London, July 12. 

Ernest Fredman, 65, manag- 
ing the Daily Film 
Renter, died here yesterday ‘Mon.) 
after a short illness. He was last 
seen publicly at the recent Glen- 
eagles summer session of the Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Assn., when 
ill health forced his return to Lon- 
don. A working newspaperman to 
the last, his ‘“‘Wardour St. Gossip” 
appeared in his publication simul- 
taneous with an announcement of 
his death: 

Fredman, whose career in the 
film tradepaper field spanned 40 | 
years, converted the Weekly Film 
In 
| writing his gossip department, 
| which he did under the pseudonym 
| of “The Tatler,’ he was noted for 
| his frankness, sagacity as well as 
an amusing dry wit. 

Selling the Renter in 1947, Fred- 
man remained in control of the pa- 
pex’s editorial policy under a long- 
term pact. He also was a member 
of the Cinematograph Trade Bene- 
volent Fund. Surviving are his 
widow and a son, Eric, a staff mem- 
| ber with Herbert Wilcox’ 
| adio Pictures. 


One Day Closure Mulled 
In Aussie Strike Situash 


Melbourne, July 6. | 

Authorities here have suggested 
(to all showmen that theatres, 
| cinema, legit and vaude, shutter | 


|every Monday for the duration of 
strike to conserve gas now used in 
emergency plants. This would 
mean finishing Saturday night, re- 
opening again on the Tuesday (no 


W. 
editor of 








Aussie theatres are open on the 
Sabbath). Showmen will discuss 
suggestion with the authorities, 


preferring a cut in some other way 
rather than a complete shutdown, | 
pointing out that an open theatre 
| makes for public morale. 


| less the strike ends soon all Aussie 
show biz will be stymied. 


| 
| 
General feeling here is that ~ 
| 





Pakistan Pic Switches 


Madras, June 30. 

The Pakistan government is 
making arrangements to re-allot 
theatres in the dominion which be- 
longed to parties who have mi-| 
| grated to India. Exhibition circles 
there have made representations 
that theatres should be allotted to 
|local residents and people already 
established in the trade. 

Film distributors are trying to 
protect their contractual obliga- 
tions by insisting on new parties 
taking over commitments made by 
previous owners. 





| Minter to N. Y. 


London, July 12. 

George Minter, Renown Pic- 
_tures’ chief, is planing to New 
| York Sunday (17) to negotiate a 


_tieup with a major American pro-| 


, ducing unit. 

While there he’ll also seek dis- 
tribution for British films, includ- 
ing “No Orchids for Miss Blandish,” 


| week 


Imper- | 


'of Michael Redgrave, 


French Cafe Biz Goes On as Usual 


As Three Ex-GI's Try to Shoot a Pic 


Paris, July 5. 

| The IDHEC (pronounced E-deck) 
is one of the foremost cinema 
schools in the world today. Its 
full name is the Institut des Hautes 
Etudes Cinematographiques, and 
its situated in a former studio at 
St. Cloud on the outskirts of Paris 
and numbers various nation ™ 
among its student-body. 

In the group are 16 Americans 
attending the school under the GI 
Bill of Rights. A few of them got 
together and decided to pool the 
money allotted them for practical 
work, and use it to shoot a short 
film, with the two-fold purpose of 
learning and making an acceptable 
film. Gene Moskowitz, of New 
York, acted as adapter-director of 
a short story, called “The Epheme- 
ral Coward.” Elmer Silver, of Cal- 
ifornia, took over the eamera, and 
Liz Massie, of Virginia, was to act 
as script-girl. The story concerns 
a sensitive young worker branded 
as a coward. 

The picture is now in the second 
of shooting, and the three 
new filmmakers are beset by the 
problems of shooting a film on a 
limited budget, and coping with 
the French citizenry. There was 
much trouble on exteriors, as they 
blocked traffic for blocks and 
aroused the ire of the French mer- 
chants. They are now shooting in 
a local cafe rented for the purpose, 
and there trouble really beset them. 
The bar is very small and difficult 
to light, and business goes on as 
usual, and there is much confusion. 

However, the three are deter- 
mined to bring the film in on time, 
and they work on doing the job of 
many. They are learning much, 
getting good experience. finding 
out how to cooperate with French 
schoolmates and, above all, making 
a film. 


alities 





‘Norway’ Liked in London; 
‘Young Wives’ Tale’ Clicks 


London, July 12. 
Brought in for a short summer 
season, “Song of Norway” opened 
to warm reception at the Palace 


yesterday (Mon.). Produced by 
Emile Littler, the operetta has 
been lavishly mounted, with ex- 
cellent singing and dancing. Ar- 
thur Servent, Peggy Rowan and 
|Ivor Evans head the cast. 
Direction was handled _ by 
Charles Hickman, choreography by 
‘Robert Helpmann and_ Pauline 


Grant and the orchestra was un- 
der baton of Alexander Faris. 
After a lengthy provincial tour, 
which followed a Brighton tryout, 
“Young Wives’ Tale’ opened gy 
(7). This 


Savoy last Thursday 


bright, topical comedy, written by- 


Ronald Jeans, was warmly received 
and looks like a winner. The yarn 
about a domestic upheaval between 
two families with children, was 


| splendidly acted, with Joan Green- 


_ wood, Naunton Wayne, Derek Farr 
and Joan Haythorne in leading 
roles. : 

Stanley French presented the of- 
fering for Firth Shephard Produc- 


@fions and Michael MacOwan di- 


rected. 





Mrs. Michael Redgrave In 
Edinburgh Legiter Lead 


Glasgow, July 8. 
Rachel Kempson, actress wife 
has been 
chosen to play St. Margaret m 
“The Saxon Saint,” story of Queen 
Margaret of Scotland and Mal- 


‘:colm Canmore, set for staging 1 


Dunfermline Abbey during the 
Edinburgh Festival. 
Bruce’ Belfrage, BBC news 


broadcaster, who turned to legit, 
will have part of the Chronicier, 
in place of John Laurie. — Ivan 
Brandt will play Canmore; Daniel 
Thorndike, Prince Edgar. 


McCarthy’s Sked 


Paris, July 12. 
Following an important con- 
'tinental meeting here Monday 
'(18), John McCarthy. of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America, will 
make a survey of the Scandinavian 





situation. The meeting will be +4 
‘tended by Gerald Mayer, MPA® 


European chief, who’s out 0 
| hospital, but has been ordered to 
the Riviera for a month's rest. 

| McCarthy is scheduled to return 


‘here Aug. 3. — 
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Brit. Exhibs Second Rank on Poor Pix: 


Burden Seen Put on Subsequent-Runs "=! 320%. 5m.s 


London, July 12. 


Frank admission by J. Arthur 
Rank, at the annual meeting of the 
British Film Producers Assn., tha 
there were too many bad or medi- 
ocre films, has been welcomed by 


London 
a new 0 


ta. 
peaking as BFPA prexy, Rank 


attributed the present state of the | 
British production.industry to over- | 
production occasioned ‘by inade- | 


quate personnel, high costs and 
collected by the Treasury in enter- 
tainments tax. 
formula for future prosperity was 
elimination of extravagance, limi- 
tation of output and a drive to 
obtain a rebate for producers from 
the Exchequer. 

Although Rank and the BFPA 
generally still defend their quota 
attitude, his remarks were en- 
dorsed at the half-yearly meeting 
of the London Branch of the 
Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. 
last Thursday (7), because they un- 
derlined the difficulties being ex- 
perienced by independents whose 
right to program selectivity is elim- 
inated by the inadequate amount 
of British product available. 

Attitude of exhibs was forcibly 
summed up by vice-chairman Theo 
H. Fligelstone, who declared the 


assumption by the state that a. 


ministry can determine the form 
of entertainment that a free peo- 


ple attend and pay for, is beyond | 


comprehension. Spotlighting the 
difficulties of the firstrun exhib, 
Fligelstone asserted that the posi- 
tion for second and subsequent-run 
theatres was infinitely worse and 
they had often, willynilly, to play 
pix which had already proved a 
flop on their initial showing. 

Appealing for closer relationship 
with the American industry, Fligel- 
stone emphasized that standing out 
beyond all else, was the present 
dismal drop in attendances, and 
unless quality and not more quan- 
tity was the goal of producers, the 
road to the establishment of a 
British film industry will be a long 
and dreary one. 





Granada’s Newsreel Nix 
Stirs Court, CEA Action; 


Pathe Sole Co. Kudosed 


London, July 12. 


With a High Court action pend- 
ing as a result of cancellation of 
his newsreel contracts, Sidney L. 
Bernstein, chief of the Granada 
circuit, has lashed out against the 
poor quality of the reels, all of 
which, with one exception (Pathe), 
are lacking “the sense of journalis- 
tic selectivity and showmanship.” 

(Latest development in the news- 
reel situation is the decision of the 
Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. to 
hold a referendum among all thea- 
tre owners to ascertain how many 
would cancel their present con- 
tracts if they were free to do so.) 

Bernstein asserts that, in the 
Opinion of his company, newsreels 
today make no contribution to box- 
office receipts. In their view they 
show incompetence in production 
and often display political bias. 
They do the British industry great 
ern and discredit and are in- 
Aatndines pod newsreels shown in 

an 4 ‘onti- 
nental eee some of the Conti 
—s prepared to show 
rege provided the companies 
fidenn® them have sufficient con- 
pammee In their films to take the 
a a hazards of business and al- 

Ww exhibs to cancel contracts if 

a are not satisfied. 
year ago the Granada group 
of ped showing newsreels at four 
a avd theatres and at no time 
senha business been affected. 
Rotice Y other indie exhibs gave 
fists = cancel their newsreel 
he cts and have also found that 
as had no effect on takings. 
we eein's one exception, the 
Sie newsreel, “with a fitting 
“hae Bs. responsibility,” he says, 
Ms ot taken advantage of war- 
arrangements and has dis- 


Played show . 
: ShowmMmanshi ‘ a a 
ulness ” p and resource 





B ee 
and noc ona’s | Tivoli closed films 
“Prinereee With the musical show, 
wh srl Espanola” (“Spanish 
stime™).  Musie is by Gil 


errano, wh : 
’ Oo 
orchestra. also conducts the 
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exhibs, who have launched 
ffensive against the high | 


the large slice of boxoffice revenue | 


Consequently his | 


good 


British Film ‘Gestapo’ To 
| Offer Quota Default List 


, London, July 12. 
First fruits of the British Film 
| Producers Assn’s fact-finding com- 
mittee, christened “Gestapo” by 
| exhibs, will be seen in the next 
few days when a list of “substantial 
and unjustifiable” quota defaulters 
is submitted to the Board of Trade. 

Analysis now being completed 
will embrace a comparatively small 
number of theatres but will focus 
attention on what are believed to 
be among the most .flagrant ex- 
amples of breaches of the Films 
Act. It will be the forerunner of a 
constant series which will be sent 
to the government by the pro- 
ducefs for examination by the 
Films Council. 

The fact-finding committee has 
also collated a detailed report on 
all reliefs and exemptions so far 
granted to exhibs and this. too. has 
been sent to the Board of Trade. 


Spain Exhibs Fear 
U.S. Pix Drought 


Barcelona, June 30. 

Spanish film exhibitors are sort 
of panicky for the 1949-50 season, 
with rumors that big American 
companies would not bring in 
many pix next seasqn, and not one 
of the distributing units having as 
yet published its list for the com- 
| ing season. 
| No big titles have’as yet been 
|let out. 20th-Fox, Metro, Universal 
, and RKO have not said a word, but 
| it is known that the latter will of- 
|fer “Joan of Arc,”’ Metro “Gone 
| With the Wind,” 20th “Walls of 
Jericho,” and that several Eng- 
lish and American pix will be 
released through Universal. How- 
ever, all this is not sufficient to 
plan a season from September to 
June, and the fear of theatre own- 
ers are the prices they'll have to 
pay for U. S. pix. 

Formerly, about the middle of 
| June nearly all distributors had 
' published their coming season list 
and held conventions. The 1948- 
49 season just ended has_ been 
| good for American productions in 
| spite of several fair Spanish, Euro- 





| pean, Mexican and Argentine films. | 


|; Audiences are delighted with 
'American stars; the only com- 

plaint is the plot. which in some 
‘features goes far beyond logical 
| events. 


AUSTRIA TAXES FILM 
HOUSES TO AID LEGIT 


Vienna, July 7. 

A maximum 10% surplus tax 
(with 10 Groschen) (1c) minimum 
|} was voted by Parliament today (7) 
on all film houses in Austria. 

Proceeds are to be used solely 
to help “legit of cultural im- 
portance,” with distribution © of 
' one-fourth by the state and three- 
‘fourths by the provincial govern- 
' ments. 


Brit. Reps Sure Anglo-U.S. 
Pix Meet Won’t Be Nixed 


London, July 12. 

British representatives of the 
Anglo-American Film Council are 
confident that the second meeting, 
skedded for London next month, 
will take place as arranged. While 
it is admitted that contact has yet 
to be made with Eric Johnston to 
agree on a final date, the general 
reaction among the delegation is 
that there won't be a hitch. 

Sir Henry L. French, director 
general of the British Film Pro- 
‘ducers Assn. and one of the British 
reps on the Council, says that his 
colleagues in London cannot accept 
the view voiced by sections of the 
American industry that, with the 
continuance of the high quota, 
there is no basis for discussion. 

No further communication has 
been received by the London dele- 
gates from Board of Trade prez 
Harold Wilson since his first com- 
munication before his Canadian 
trip, asking for time to consider 
the points raised. 








| wr ° ° 
'Nest-Egg Due Brit. Film 
Employees in New Pact 
London, July 12. 
Employees in nearly 5,000 Brit- 


| next week as a result of the agree- 
; ment negotiated by the National 
| Assn. of Theatrical and Kine Em- 
ployees with the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn. Not only are they 
to receive more pay, but the agree- 
ment Is retroactive to May 16. 
Negotiations between the two or- 
| Zanizations were finalized last 
Thursday (7) and the agreement 
will be signed in the near future. 








Local Releases Top U. S. 
Pix in B.A. But American 
Grosses Qutrun Native 


Buenos Aires. July 3. 

The number of local pix releases 
still tops those of U. S. films, and 
the week of July 4-9 will repeat 
this situation, with the local prod- 
uct getting better playing dates 
over the July 9 national holiday 
period. 

“De Hombre a Hombre” (AAA) 
will go on the Rex screen July 9 
instead of “The Smugglers.” which 
Eagle Lion had skedded for June 
23. Meanwhile “A Foreign Affair’ 
(Par), in its second week, is gross- 
ing strongly. “Macbeth” (20th) was 
released at the Luxor June 29 and 
“Easy to Wed” at the Opera June 
23. Sinca’s historical opus “Nace 
la Libertad,” which has taken more 
than a year to make, is scheduled 
to open at the Ideal and Premier 


July 9, celebrating Independence | 


Day, and involving postponement 
of a number of Hollywood pix, 
which have been awaiting release 
for some time. 

“Road House” (20th), at the Am- 
bassador, has surprised everyone 
by grossing $16,600 (U. S.) in its 
first week and has continued one 
of the top grossers, running into 
three weeks so far. 

Following are grosses at firstruns 
of some of the top releases of the 
year, for both U.S. and Argentine 
pix. 

“Arch of Triumph.” $52.940, at 
Opera; “Life With Father,” $42,- 
000, Premier; “Mr. Blandings’ 
Dream House,” $21,600, Gran Rex; 
“IT Remember Mama,”’ $21,200, Am- 
bassador; “Se Llamaba C. Gardel,” 
$32.960, Monumental; “Apenas un 
Delincuente,” $28.040. Ambassador; 
“Todo un Heroe,.” $3.500, Nor- 
mandie. 


STRATFORD-ON-AVON 
TROUPE SET FOR AUSSIE 


Sydney, July 6. 

Dan O’Connor, who brought the 
Ballet Rambert and the Old Vie Co. 
here in conjunction with the 
British Council last vear, will im- 
port solo the Stratford-on-Avon 
'Shakespeare Memorial Co., headed 
by Diana Wynyard. 

Troupe will fly out here around 
‘next October. Dates for Melbourne 
will probably be arranged through 
Sir Ben Fuller and Garnet Carroll 
for the Princess theatre. Sydney 
dating late November will be by 
arrangement with the Dave Martin 
Tivoli loop at Tivoli, same house 
that played the two other british 
units. 


§, African Film Tax 
Causing B. 0. Decline 


Cape Town, June 28. 


Admission that yield from in- 
creased taxation on cinema admis- 
sions had not come up to expecta- 
tions, was made by the Adminis- 
‘trator of the Cape Province in his 
budget speech. He revealed that 
the imposition two vears ago of an 
approximately 59°: tax on theatre 
prices, had caused an appreciable 
drop in attendances, particularly 
in the smaller country districts. 

Some measure of relief is now 
being afforded to the lower income 
groups by reverting to the pre- 
|1947 tax ‘of one penny in every 
threepence) on admissions of up to 
one shilling and sixpence. The 
people who will largely benefit 
from this will be the colored and 
native population and also child- 
ren. 











When Is J or Y? 


tome, July §. 
Advertisements for the local 
cinema include “‘Mayer Barbara” 
(“Major Barbara,” with Wendy 
Hiller! at the Arcoboleno and “La 
Bella dello Jukon.” with Gypsy 
Rose Lee, at the Plaza. 


| Calgary and 


Metro’s Burger Sees Record Year 
For Company's Foreign Grosses 





SARO Sets Up Firstrun 
Outlets in Canada Keys 


Toronto. July 12 

Newly organized Selznick - Alli- 
ance Releasing Organization has 
gained firstrun outlets in Winnipeg, 
Vancouver for its 
product, following recent consum- 
mation of booking deals with ex- 
hibitors in those three davs. In a 
transaction worked out by SAROQO’'s 
Winnipeg branch manager, Some) 
James, indie exhib Harry Cohen 
will play a minimum of 12 foreign 
language pix at his Crescent, Cal- 
fary, and Valour. Winnipeg. within 
the next 12 months 

Vancouver deal calls for the 
Studio, owned bv Dave Griesdor!, 
to receive exclusive firstrun in that 
city of all Alliance foreign imports 
| Initial arrangement covers a mini- 
mum of seven pictures. Involved ti 
the bookings are ‘Shoe Shine.” 
“Barber of Seville.” “This Wine otf 
Love’ and a number of other Brii 
ish and Italian films 


Mex TV Ready For 
Govt. Go-Ahead 


Mexico City, Julv 5 
Emilio Azearraga, top radio sta- 
ition operator (XEW, XEQ and 
XEOY) and cinema man here, is 
lining up Mexican capital to set up 
television in a big way pronto. He 
figures it can be done with an in- 
vestment of from $2,000,000 to 
$3,000,000 (U. S.). 
Azcarraga revealed that he and 
,associates asked the Ministry of 
| Communications and Public Works 
|four years ago for a video ftran- 
chise but no action was taken on 
| the application. Yet despite today’s 
higher costs, in pesos, with the dol- 
lar at 8.65 pesos, he thinks Mexico 
ican have video pronto. Azcarraga 
ithinks official delay in granting 
i him a television concession may be 
; due to the fear that because he is 


|a big radio, pic and studio (Chu- | 


jrubuseo) operator. he would 
| monopolize video. 
| such intention. 

' Another step toward materializ- 
ing television in Mexico is prepa- 
rations to make shorts for video 
that are being completed here by 


Gen. Juan F. Azcarate, producer | 


of EMA, the Mexican newsreel, 
and documentaries, and 
Gonzalez, of RCA-Victor. Their 
first will feature Consuelo Velaz- 
quez, composer of the top Standard 
| Mexican song, “Besame Mucho” 
(“Kiss Me Lots’). 


AUER SIGNED FOR TWO 
MORE ITALIAN FILMS 


Rome, July 5 
Mischa Auer has contracted for 
two more Jtalian films after finish- 
ing his present stint in M. Male- 





|notti’s production of “To the Devil 


With Celebrities.” Deal was set by 


‘the Italian agent, Arrigo Colombo, 


and Paul Kohner of Hollywood. 
Auer’s wite and children are 
with him in Rome. 


Pix Producers Investing 
Israeli Coin Locally 


Tel Aviv, June 30. 
FE. Kaplan, Minister of Finance, 
said in a reply to a question in 
Parliament that various U.S. film 





| companies were leaving their earn- 


ings in this country for investment 
in the erection of cinemas or other 
ventures. 

He said they would do this until 
the government would relax its 
freeze, making it possible tor them 
to take out part of their earnings 
in foreign currency. Out of a turn- 
over of $600,000 the government 


‘had released only $5,000. Kaplan 


said. He was replying to a ques- 
tion by Lzhak Ben Ahron (‘United 
Workers Party). who had asked 
whether the release of hard cur- 
rency for films of doubtless cultu- 
ral and artistic value, mostly from 
the U. S.. was commensurate with 
the country’s economic and cultural 
needs. 


He denies any 


Hector | 


* Metro is sighting the biggest 


| year of foreign grosses in the 
company’s history for 1949, despite 
the fact that other film companies 
are crying red ink blues abroad. 
Loew's International worldwide 
sales manager Samuel N. Burger, 
just returned from a_nine-week 
trip through Europe, declared this 
week that only some unforeseen 
difficulty, suth as a famine, could 
prevent the company from reach- 
ing a peak profit this veal 

Burger said he had been told 
by reps of other companies abroad 
that their earnings had fallen olf 
20-25°> in the world market tle 
ascribes Metro's better position to 
a run of good boxoffice product 
which the company has turned out 
recently. Foreign filmgoers, he 
said, are shopping for their ple- 
ture fare just as they are now in 
the U. S. but, he declared, they 
will still pay to see a picture they 
want to see 

feports that Europe has been 
hit by a cost-of-living increase Is 
generally true, he said, but this 
factor has hit tourists tar more 
than it has the natives It is still 
true, he pointed out, that it's cheap 
er for a guy in most European 
countries to take his gal to a tilm 
theatre than to a sidewalk cate tor 
a couple mugs of bee! There is 
no special type of picture doing 
best business, he said Instead, 
different types of films go best in 
different territories. 

Burger said that Metro's busi- 
ness has fallen off only in Bel- 
gium, due to a slight economic re- 
cession in that country. Number 
of new theatres are being built 
throughout Germany, he reported, 
but theatre receipts are being de- 
pressed there because of persist- 
ent transportation difficulties. 
Sales exec spent five weeks in 
Germany and also visited Italy, 
France, Spain and Belgium on his 
tour. He emphasized that most ot 
the film companies’ foreign earno- 
ings are still frozen. 





British Film Industry, 
BBC Talks on Theatre 
TV in Full Breakoff 


London, July 2 


All negotiations between the 
| British film industry and*the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corp. tor T\ 
rights in cinemas have broken 
down and there will be no further 
talks with the government until 
the various sections have given 
evidence to the new committee of 
inquiry which has been set up to 
determine the terms of the new 
charter. 

Decision was taken at a meeting 
last Tuesday (5) of distributors, ex- 
hibitors and producers under the 
chairmanship of J. Arthur Rank 
and followed the complete inabil- 
itv of the trade to reach s:tistac- 
tory conclusion with the govern- 
ment. On the other hand, a BBC 
plan of teievising the history of the 
films has been left for individual 
consideration by each section. 

In the light of this development, 
threats by the Assn. for the Pro- 
tection of Copyright in Sport that 
they will bar TV rights of all ma- 
jor events unless there is a BBC 
guarantee against rediffusion, be- 
come almost meaningless. Asso- 
ciation is pressing for a statutory 
amendment of the 1911 Copyright 
Act, but that is a remote issue in 
the lifetime of the present Parlia- 
ment. 





Korda Turns Danish 

Franchise Over to F-C-P 

Copenhagen, July 5. 

Originally planning to distribute 
in Denmark on its own, Sir Alex- 
ander Korda’s London Film Pro- 
ductions has abandoned the idea 
and instead has turned over the 
Danish franchise to  Film-Cen- 
tralen-Palladium. Korda set up a 
local branch last year, but never 
reached the stage where a single 
film was released 

Meanwhile, F-C-P has booked 
Korda’s “An Ideal Husband” inio 
Copenhagen’s largest theatre. the 
Palladium, and has also set “Anna 
Karenina” at the Norreport. New 
manager of F-C-P is Mrs. Tage 
Nielsen, wife of the former Metro 
manager here and now head of the 
Palladium studios, 
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EDWARD SMALL presents 


“BLACK MAGIC” sarin ORSON WELLES tnd NANCY GUILD with AKIM TAMIROFE » FRANK LATIMORE » VALENTINA CORTESE 


MARGOT GRAHAME » Produced and Directed by GREGORY RATOFF - scrocapiay ty CHARLES BENNETT « assitional Scones and Disogee by Richard Schaper 
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Auna Lueasta | 


Columbia release of Philip Yordan (Se- 


urity Pictures) production. Stars Pau- 
ette Goddard, Broderick Crawford; fea- 
tures Oscar Homolika, William Bishop, 
John Ireland, Will Geer. Directed by Irv- 
ing Rapper. Screenplay, Yordan and Ar- 
thur Laurents from play by Yordan; cam- 
era. Sol Polito; editor, Charles Nelson. 
Previewed N. Y., July 6, ‘49. Running 
time, &6 MINS, 
Anna Lucasta . Paulette Goddard 
Rudolf Strobel William Bishop 
Joe Lucasta . Oscar Homolka 
Danny Johnson..... John Ireland 
NON 6a gk ord . Broderick Crawford | 
oss cairns veseeeees Will Geer | 
NO Fook bk vd ees ROSOS Gale Page| 
SARA ere ce eer. re Mary Wickes 
NS OPE ee Whit Bissell 
_, SS eee: ee Lisa Golm 
SPT James Brown 
Blanche Dennie Moore 
Exidie Anthony Caruso 
“Anna Lucasta”—a _ latter-day 


“Frankie and Johnnie”—still 
udes its original vitality despite a 
transfer to the narrower and more 


moralistic confines of the screen. 
Picturization, reverting the tale 
from the legit Negro cast to an 


all-white ensemble, is no bowl of 
wheaties for the’ kiddies. A 
sharply scripted dialog preserves 
its gamey flavor, making “Lucasta”’ 


| 


“Anna Lucasta” _'Col). 
Bright filmization of the 
Broadway legiter framed for 


strong. big-city grosses. 

“Follow Me Quietly” (RKO). 
Nifty budget feature of police 
work on a strangler case. 

“Private Angelo” ‘AB-P). 
Amusing British war comedy; 
good art house fare. 

“Poet's Pub’ (GFD). Weak 
British-made yarn about a 
country inn. 








mands of the action market for a| 


double-bill feature. .- 
Cast boasts of no bright marquee 
names but has excellent perform- 


ex- ances to back up the melodramatics | 


that are unfolded in the Lillie Hay- 
vard script. Based on a Story by 
Francis Rosenwald and Anthony 
Mann, plot details William Lundi- 
gan’s careful tracking down of a 
killer who has a strange urge to 
strangle whenever it rains. 

How the police puts assorted 
clues together while searching in 


Lé 


who participated in the film. 


his most satisfying 


to date, at once investing the phi-| 


losophical Angelo with sympathy 
and understanding. Maria Denis 
stands out as his fiancee and God- 


frey Tearle is as polished as ever | 


as Angelo’s colonel father, who is 
anxious to conceal his parentage. 
Throughout the story gentle fun is 


poked at the English, Americans, | 


Italians and Germans alike, and 
the fact that this comes off with- 
out giving offffense is a, tribute to 
the players in the minor roles. 
Myro. 





| 
' 
se 
Poet's Pub 
(BRITISH) 
London, July 5. 
GFD release of Aquila Film-Independent 
Frame (Donald B. Wilson) production. 
Features Derek Bond and Rona Anderson. 
Directed by Frederick Wilson. Screen- 
play by Diana Morgan, from novel by 
Eric Linklater: camera, Bill Allan, George 
Stretton, Arthur Ibbetson;* frame super- 
visor, Geoffrey Woodward. At Odeon, 
London, July 5, °49. Running time, 19 
MINS. 
Saturday Keith......... 
Joanna Benbow... 
Prof. Benbow 
van Buren 





Derek Bond 
Rona Anderson 


Jehn McLaren 


a strong big-city entry with its the dark for an unidentified at I Reet Barbara Murray 
bible belt prospects somewhat derer is a feature of the story for Quentin Cotton............ ‘ Peter Crett 

j or j or » j aw ‘orce- Holly : ‘ eat .eslie wyer 
milder those interested in law enforce stiee Horscfell.Maghes.....Jevee Grenfell 


Enduring quality of ‘“Lucasta” 
is its ability to lend itself to a fast 
stream of quips and _ repartee 
which stems directly from the situ- 
ations. Scripters Philip Yordan 
and Arthur Laurents have taken 


full advantage of that factor to fill photo-mag, as a leavener, and Rich- film. 
the mouths of the players with ard O. Fleischer’s direction keeps’ four made to try out the Inde-| 


generous doses of mirthful word- 
age. Sparkling dialog helps to 
cover up some of the PCA-inspired 
watering of character delineation 
that has blurred the hard etching 
of the play. 

For one, a reasonable doubt is 
left with the customers as to just 
what Anna is doing while patrol- 
ling those Brooklyn waterfront 
streets. Confusing dubiety also 
stems on the motivation of Papa 
Lucasta when he drives his daugh- 
ter to her Brooklyn beat. The 
play had that on the picture. No 
one was left guessing as the head 
of the family performed on a fa- 
vorite theme by Freud. 

Aside from these deviations, the 
story remains classic. It’s about 
a greedy, up-state Pennsylvania 
family, of Polish stock, that has 
thrown out the youngest daughter 
believing she sinned in the old 
earriage room. She is_ brought 
back as marriage bait when the 
family sees the chance of conning 
some money by wedding her off to 
a southern farmer. Nuptials go 
through as planned but Anna 
crosses her kinfolk by falling for 
the farmer and barring the raid on 
his treasury. Driven from the 


house by a renewed fit of paternal | 


jealousy, Anna and her’ swain 
coalesce in ber favorite haunt—a 
bar somewhere in Brooklyn. 

In the key role of Anna, Paul- 
ette Goddard performs compe- 
tentiv aithough her physical ac- 
coutrements no not measure up to 
the lush requirements of the part. 
Her Anna is a game attempt in 
that direction but the lack of cor- 
poreal apparatus keeps the sparks 
from fiving. 

You can tick off the rest of the 
Lucasta family and find an expert 


performance in every niche. Oscar | 


Homolka plays papa in a power- 
ful portrayal of the cruel, be- 
fuddlied parent. Lisa Golm has a 
great deal of warmth as_ the 
mother. Broderick Crawford is 
calloused and .brutal as_ the 
brother-in-law without muffing the 
role’s humorous by-play. Mary 
Wickes in a biting characterization 
as the selfish. sister; Gale Page, 
soft and winning in counterpoint; 
Dennie Moore, the raffish bar girl: 
and Will Geer, a sympatico bar- 
keep, are all tops. 

Irving Rapper’s direction smartly 


refuses to take the story too seri-. 


ously, keeping the action bright, 
lively and light. Tendency to ac- 
cept the scenic confines of the 
play is noticeable but not nearly 
fatal. Production framework is 
modest in keeping with the story’s 
modest demands. Wit. 





—_—- 


Follow Me Quietly 
Hollywood, July 2. 


release of Herman Schlom pro- 
Features William Lundigan, Dor- 


RKO 
duction 


othy Patrick. Jeff Corey. Directed bv 
Richard O. Fleischer. Screenplay, Lillie 
Hayward: story, Francis Rosenwald, An- 
thony Mann: camera, Robert de Grasse: 
editor, Elmo Williams. Tradeshown July 
1, 49. Running time, 60 MINS, j 
Grant Pe William Lundigan 
Ann TetTert Tere Dorothy Patrick 
Collins.. $6 64eenG600 Jeff Corey 
Benny e% Nestor Paiva 
Mulvaney ..Charles D. Browi 
PREUOCE,. «. 1.50 sia Paul Guilfoyle 
ludge or . Edwin Max 
WeGill .. Frank Ferguson 
i. eee Marlo Dwyer 
bisinn ta Eee Michael Branden 
POORS CUGHS. co iciceecus Douglas Spence: 


RKO has a well-stated, although 
nethodical, small-budgeted thriller 
‘n “Follow Me Quietly.” It gen- 
erates a considerable amount of 
suspense in depicting a melodrama 


ithe 


ment work of the homicide divi- 
sion. While quite a bit of attention 
is devoted to this methodical bit of 
business, script rings in an okay ro- 
mance between Lundigan and Dor- 
othy Patrick, reporter for a thriller 


it always on the march. 

The killer, Edwin Max, isn’t seen 
until the final footage, and his ap- 
pearance is not necessary before 
the point when Lundigan’s me- 
thodical police work has led him to 
suspenseful gas-works chase 
and finale brawl high among the 
plant’s cat walks. The careful 
Fleischer direction builds gradu- 
ally to the climax, making it a real 
perspiration-popper. 

There are a number of topnotch 
performances from the supporting 
cast that greatly add to general 
good appearance of this one. Paul 
Guilfoyle’s scene as the husband of | 
one of the strangler’s victims is a | 
standout. Frank Ferguson is an-| 
other who registers strongly in a 
brief, single scene. So does Doug- | 
las Spencer, a psycho who claims 
to be the killer. Lundigan and Miss 
Patrick are good, as are Max, Jeff 


Corey, Lundigan’s aide; Nestor 
Paiva, Charles D. Brown and 
others. 


Herman Schlom’s production re- 
flects know-how in circumventing a 
light budget. Technical credits, in- 
cluding lensing and editing, are ex- 
pert in dressing the values. 

Brog. 
| Private Angelo 
(BRITISH) 
London, July 7. 


Associated British-Pathe release of Pil- 
grim (Peter Ustinov) production. Directed 
by Ustinov, Michael Anderson. Screen- 
play by Ustinov, from novel by Eric Link- 
later; camera, Erwin Hillier, Norman 
| Warwick; editor. Charles Hasse. At Carl- 
' ton, London, July 6, “49. Running time, 


106 MINS. 

Count Piccologrande...... Godfrey Tearle 
Lucrezia Sree aa edie ak eee Maria Denis 
PREVAUS AMWGIO. .o6scccccnps Peter Ustinov 
OO eae ...... Marjorie Rhodes 
Fest James Robertson Justice 
Marchese Delee..... 20200 Moyna McGill 
eS eer ee Robin Bailey 


Produced almost’ entirely in 
Italy but ranking as British quota, 
Eric Linklater’s story of the cow- 
ardly soldier who invariably emds 
up in the thick of the fighting is 
translated to the screen as satiri- 
cal entertainment which will par- 


ticularly please old soldiers every- | 


where. It is a better-class offer- 
ing for British audiences but 
should make the grade comfortab.y 
in American att houses. 


| Central character of the story 
‘is Private Angelo. 


Instinctively 
a coward, he finds that his coward- 
ice lands him in all the danger 
spots. Deserting from the Italian 
army at a time of the separate peace 
with the Allies, Angelo goes over 
to the British lines where his ef- 


forts to prove his mastery at de-, 


sertion are frustrated by his be- 


‘coming involved in a series of skir- 
,;mishes with the enemy. 


When being narrated in true 
satirical fashion the picture is an 
intelligent laughmaker, but ocea- 
sionally the emphasis is on mis- 
placed farce in effect, however, 
this Linklater story is a vital piece 
of characterization and understand- 


ing and it savs much for the in- 
genuityv of Peter Ustinov, who is 
responsible for direction. produc- 
tion and seript, that it comes to 
the screen with the full force of 
the original yarn. 


In a lighthearted wavy it is also 
a reflection on the morals of our 
time. There is one fine scene in 
which Angelo’s fiancee justifies her 
illegitimate child. born while he 
Was away at the wars. contending 
if was more natural for a woman 
to create life than it was for a 
man to take Hife. 

An excellent standard of acting 


Lady Mercy Cotton..... Fabia Drake 
ee er .Maurice Denham 


| Although 
| Linklater original, 


taken from an Eric 
there 


little else on the credit side of this | 


It is the last of the original 


pendent Frame production system 
and in general keeps to the below- 
par entertainment standard set up 
for this group. It is quota for 
Britain but hardly for America. 
There is no plot in the accepted 


sense, but instead a rambling, dull | 


narrative staged around a budding 
poet who takes over the manage- 
ment of a country inn. It is 
mainly a study in characterization 
'and caricature, with the guests in- 
cluding a couple of crooks, a pro- 
|fessor with an attractive daughter, 
an odd-looking female who aa- 
mires the arts and a couple of 
titled ladies. It all adds up to 
tedious entertainment. 

Derek Bond and Rona Anderson 
struggle to bring some degree of 
realism to the story but only 
James Robertson Justice as a 
bearded professor succeeds in com- 
|ing to life. There is also a choice 
| bit from Joyce Grenfell, whose 
caricature of the arty woman is in 
a class of its own. Myro. 





Docteur Laennee 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, June- 30. 


AIC release of Maurice Cloche-Interfilm 
production. Directed by Maurice Cloche. 
Stars Pierre Blanchar; features Saturnin 
' Fabre, Mireille Perrey. Pierre Dux, Gey- 
; mond Vitai, Jany Holt, Dynan, Lannier. 
' Screenplay, Jean Bernard Due: music, 
Jean-Jacques Grunenwald:; camera, Claude 
Renoir; editor. Renee Garey. At Marig- 
| nan, Paris. Running time. 95 MINS. 

Ee en Sees eee Pierre Blanchar 
Saturnin Fabre 


| Mr. Laennec... 
Jaquimine Dargot ........Mireille Perrey 
whee . Pierre Dux 


Prof. Ecamier 
| Dr. Bayle .Geymond Vitai 
§ SS Saree; reer ris S Jany Holt 


| nding 
| ‘ = . P ‘ 

| Film, the first by prize-winning 
director Maurice Cloche since his 
“Monsieur Vincent,’ has marquee 


and prestige value as well as star. 


Pierre Blanchar. It emerges as a 
goc! artistic biography. Cloche 
has directed the film in a staid, 
| arty manner which gives it impor- 


‘tance and makes it a likely art. 


| house entry. 
| It concerns the life of Dr. Laen- 
/nec, inventor of the stethoscope, 
'who fought ignorance and petti- 
‘ness in advancing the cause of 
medicine. The years fly by in the 
film, and give it an episodic qual- 
ity that could be helped by cutting 
'of some wordy sequences. The 
/doctor is never quite brought to 
life, and his personal life enters 
/as brief transitions of his longing 
for his ancestral home, a glossed- 
over marriage, and the symbolical 
linking of his dedication to man- 
kind with the crucification of man 
on the cross of sickness. 

Blanchar is excellent as the doc- 
tor and the technical credits are 
fine right down the line. Mesk, 


Douce 


(Love Story) 
(FRENCH) 

_ Cine Classics release (in association with 
French Ideal Films) of Claude Autant- 





Lara production. Stars Odette Joyeux; 
teatures Roger Pigaut, Marguerite Mo- 
reno, Madeleine Robinson, Jean Debu- 
court, Directed by Autant-Lara. Adapta- | 
tion, Autant-Lara, based on novel bv 
Michel Davet; camera, Philippe Agostini: 
music, Rene Cloerec. At Fifth Avenue, 
N. Y., June 25, 49. Running time, 90 MINS, 
Douce sa 


Odette Joyeux 

» Roger Pigaut 
Marguerite Moreno 
Madeleme Robinson 
. Jean Debucourt 


Fabien Marani 
Countess de Bonafe 
Irene * 

Douce's father 


( In French: English Titles) 

Director Claude Autant - Lara 
made" Love Story” before he turned 
out “Devil in the Flesh.” which is 
currently having a successful run at 
the Paris, N.Y.. art house. While 


based on a police hunt for a crazy is maintained throughout the pro- lacking the impact of “Devil.” it 


‘trangler. races through 591% min- 
‘es of footage, and answers all de- 


duction and color is added bv the 
larze number of local inhabitants 


has a similar theme and many of 


its qualities. With correct exploita- 


. James Robertson Justice | 


is very | 


This 10-minute short on the 
| work of the Disabled Ameri- 
| can Veterans, merits uncon- 
ditional support from the na- 
tion’s exhibs as a _ firstrate 
public service feature. Simply 
and movingty narrated’ by 
James Stewart, film depicts 
the employment difficulties of 
one of America’s 3,000,000 
war-crippled vets and describes 
the DAV’s rehabilitation and 
job-giving services. _ It is an 
important contribution to a 
serious problem that will re- 
dound to the credit of the film 
industry wherever this short 
is played. 

Produced in Hollywood un- 
der the auspices of the Assn. 
ef Motion Pictures Producers, 
the short was written by Owen 
Crump and directed by Ralph 
Staub in accordance with top 
professional standards. It will 
be released through National 
Screen Service in conjunction 
with a drive for DAV support 
late in September. ‘Herm. 


| 








tion it can do good biz in arty sit- 
uations. 

Like “Devil,” the pic deals sensi- 
tively with the problem oft adoles- 
cent love, in this case the passion 
'of a rich young girl for the man- 
|ager of her family estate. The 
theme is handled realistically, with 
ithe sentimentality of the dreamy 


|mademoiselle and her overpower- 


Lc 


{ f 
- . In| o You Owe that fits her well. She is the gang- 
Miniature Reviews ‘the title role, Ustinov gives one of | How Much D O . 


performances | 


ster’s sweetie, who is always tak- 
ing the rap for one of his misdeeds, 
and working as a cafe entertainer 


‘in between times. Miss Saint-Cyr 


is passably okay. Marguerite Deva] 
tops a routine supporting cast. 

De Carco’s direction hardly meas- 
ures up to his story which might 


have been made into something 


worthwhile with more care. Wear, 





Van Gogh 


Paris, July 5, 


“Van Gogh” (FRENCH). Pantheon re. 


| lease and preduction, Directed and filmed 


i by Alan 


Resnais. Screenplay and ¢ 


| mentary, G. Diehl and R. Hessens: musie, 


Jacques Besse. 


Running time, 20 MINS, 


Van Gogh’s mad quest for life 
and his eventual insanity and sui- 


|cide are excitingly traced through 
| his paintings in this brief film. The 


French commentary ¢an easily be 
given an English dubbing, making 
it a good bet as a supporting short 
for U. S. art houses. 

Fine photography and  musie 
make this film an aural and visual 
delight. It’s an excellent study of 


|art through the film medium. 


| ning; 


ing jealousy of her governess given | 


an objective portrayal. The role is 
capably thesped by Odette Joyeux, 
who gets across. both 
ager’s adult emotions and her im- 
| mature romanticism. 

The supporting cast is on a uni- 
formly high level. Madeleine Rob- 
inson is excellent as the social- 
climbing governess, and Marguer- 
ite Moreno is fine as the self- 
willed, aristocratic grandmother, a 
characterization she has perfected 
in a number of French pix. Jean 
| Debucourt gives an understanding 


performance as the gir]’s father, a | 


the teen-| 


role similar to that he plays in/| 


“Devil.” Roger Pigaut is good as 
the estate manager, although the 
| scripting doesn’t make his motiva- 
tions fully clear. 

It is the screenplay which pre- 
vents ‘“‘Love Story” from realizing 
all its possibilities. It stresses the 
emotions of the girl and fails to 
get over the full drama of the ef- 
fect her actions have on the people 
| around her. 


| America that 


Pic is set in Paris of the 1880’s, | 


and Autant- Lara catches the at- 


mospheric charm of the period. 


The dialog is forceful, although the 
English titling misses many of the 


inuendoes and, in one _ instance, 
translates “Will you kiss me?” as 


fective and the editing tight. Bril. 





Marked Girls 
(FRENCH) 


Siritzky release of Roger Richebe pro- 
duction. Stars Viviane Romance. Diree- 
| tion, story and screenplay by Francis de 
Carco. At Ambassador, N. Y., starting 
June 24, "49. Running time. 102 MINS. 
0 a eae Viviane Romance 


Se epee Georges Flament 
PU eee , . Renee Saint-Cyr 
ae ; Jean Worms 
Gaby.... ‘ .. Marguerite Deval 


| Francis Carco. A eG Tey 
| (In French: English Titles) 

This is a confusing picture. 
_has_ sex, 


,to much. This appears 
| because Francis de Carco’s 
| has been badly transferred to th 


_houses without doing much over- 


bilities of ballying 
| pointed sex angles. 





inal novel, “Prison de Femmes,” 
obviously looked good, so much so 
that the author plays one of the 
| Vital male roles, of which there are 
| several. “Marked Women” looks 
like any number of the pictures 
made overseas when the French 
were turning them out by the 
dozen and strictly for France. 

As a consequence, this hardly 
stacks up with foreign-makes of to- 
day intended for the world market. 
Idea of showing how femmes serve 
jail terms is hardly original on the 
screen. The so-called sexy scenes 
are a bit too blatant—and even the 
censors, mostly via 
the English titles, fail to conceal a 
very tawdry tale. 

_ Story as unfolded in the English 
title translation would have one be- 
lieve that an orphan girl, after hav- 


Francis de Carco | 


| average business despite the possi- | - 
the. rather freely approved bartering arrange- 


Mosk. 





Rubens 
Paris, July 5. 
“Rubens” (SWEDISH). Filmsonor re. 
lease of Minister of Public Information 
production. Directed by Henri Storck, 
Screenplay and eommentary, Paul Hen- 
camera, Robert Gudin: music. Ray- 
mond Chevreuille. Running time, 50 MINS, 


This excellent study, which ex- 
plains and brings to life many of 
Rubens’ canvases, should be a good 
bet for U. S. art houses. Works of 
the artist are carefully examined 
by the camera and the blend of 
selection and movement often leads 
to brilliant moments. In less than 
one hour. the full, sensuous life of 
the man and his genius come into 
view. Mosk. 





“See No Threat | 


Continued from page 4 ee! 





the two-vear film pact between the 
two countries. As for the pact it- 
self, there has been no real fear 
that it would be cancelled by the 
British despite the crisis. London 
report this week states that the La- 
bor government, has formally ad- 
vised the Motion Picture Ass'n of 
it has no intention 
of upsetting the agreement. 

The pact comes up for new dis- 
cussions within six months and ex- 
pires in June, 1950. The chances 
of extending its provisions to in- 
sure continued dollar payments of 
$17.000.000 yearly as now pro- 


|vided are regarded generally as 
“Will you leave!’ The score is ef- | 


slim unless Britain stages an un- 
foreseen and remarkable recovery 


,in the interim. MPAA officials, it 


| Producers. 
‘the showing of Yank films may 


is believed, wil stall renewal of 
talks as long as possible to play 
for that chance. 
More Bartering Deals 
One likely development of the 


| deepening crisis is an increase in 
the number of bartering deals be- 
‘tween British and American pro- 
, ducers. 


These reciprocal tieups in 
which Yanks have swapped distri- 
bution rights in the sterling area 


on specific films in return for U. S. 
It rights to Anglo product have al- 


Viviane Romance and | ready mushroomed because_of cur- 
some pathos. But it never amounts | 


rency restrictions. Both David O. 


“* be | Selznick and Samuel Goldwyn have 
SLOFY | made these deals with Korda and 


e | ° . tna st 
| screen. Film will do for some art eg Lion and Universal with 


So far, the Bank of England has 


ments. Since the pact permits the 


De Carco’s adaptation of his orig- | earnings of British pix in the U. S. 


to be added to the $17,000,000 


kitty, these okays do not cut inte 
| Britain’s dollar situation. It Is 


likely that the MPAA will drive 
for an extension of the proviso 
when talks are renewed. Any fur 
ther restriction on actual dollar 


‘shipments will hypo the reciprocal 

tieups because the 
|greater as dollar restrictions be- 
| come harsher. 


incentive is 


Majority sentiment among U. S. 
filmites concedes the likelihood of 


'further reduced returns from Brit- 


Aso + a ain once the pact ends. 
oning  =Cown | a more optimistic view is taken by 


However, 


Ellis G. Arnall, head of the Society 
of Independent Motion Picture 
Arnall is hopeful that 


ing been sent up for three years,| even be increased because ‘!n ® 
gets back into circulation via help|crsis the Brtish government must 


rom an elderly woman (sort of an 
underworld queen) and marries a 
wealthy businessman. That's diffi- 
cult enough to believe but the 
shooting climax is even more 


flimsy. Two stabs are made at de-| 
veloping all-femme romances but | 
they are more confused than other 
passages. 

Miss Romance has a role some- 
\ hat subordinated to that of Renee 
Saint-Cyr, the orphan gal, but one 


have circuses as well as 
| Even Arnall, however, does not en- 


” 
bread. 


visage increased dollar remit- 
tances but only possibly boosted 
bookings of American films. 
Because of the “urgencs 
capism,” Arnall expounds that 
“there may be a logical need for 
greater entertainment.” He cites 


of es- 


| wartime Britain when boxoffice at- 


tendanee was at an alitime high. 
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~The ice-cold 

~ fact is that 
Warner Bros. 
are geared 
to go as 
never before: 
See this weeks 
business reports on 
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“LOOK FOR THE 
SILVER LINING’ 
“JUNE HAVER 






& RAY GORDON 
BOLGER + MACRAE 
“THE FOUNTAINHEAD DAVID BUTLER wiliauiacoes 
starring GAS PATRICIA wil Screen Play by Phoebe & Henry Ephre 
COOPER: NEAL* 082 Nasser tn Mann otters From Son by 
ROBERT DOUGLAS « HENRY RAY COLLINS Musical Direction by Ray Heindort 
KING VIDOR HENRY BLANKE 
Screen Play by AYN RAND From her Novel 
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Ticket Scalping on 


Proposal in New York's 
Council last week for an investl- | 
gation of alleged ticket scalping | 
in Broadway and nabe film thea- | 
tres brought derisive scorn from 
N. Y.’s indie and affiliated exhibs 
alike. Consensus was that Council- 
man Eugene Connolly, who intro- 
duced the proposal, had not both- 
ered to investigate conditions prior 
to his statements. Exhibs thus 
looked on the proposal as merely 
a political maneuver. 

Some theatre operators, more- 
over. averred Connolly’s resolution 
might have been backgrounded by 
the current labor difficulties be- 
tween the major companies and 
the Screen Office & Professional 
Employees Guild. Connolly, they 
pointed out, represents the Ameri- 
can Labor Party, which is allied 
with the CIO. SOPEG is also tied 
in with the CIO, and this fact, ac- 
cording to the exhibs, is more than 
mere coincidence. In answer to 
Connolly’s demands for a cut in 
what he termed “exorbitant box- 
office prices,” they 
the most part with Roxy managing 
director A. J. Balaban, who de- 
clared that “if Connolly can get 
the labor unions and talent guilds 
to accept a cut in prices, then we'll 
be glad to follow suit.” 

As proof that the councilman’s 
charges were unfounded, exhibs 
pointed out that he gave no basis 
for his accusation about ticket 
scalping. It should be obvious, they 
said, that where non-reserved seats 
are sold directly at the boxoffice, 
there is no chance of scalping. such 
as might exist in the legit field. 
(N.Y.’s Investigation Commissioner 
John J. Murtagh is now probing 
charges of legit scalping.) In addi- 
tion, indie exhibs noted that many 
of the specific proposals made by 
Connolly—such as an attempt to 
have theatres charge only one- 
quarter or one-half regular boxof- 
fice prices for reissues—should re- 
vert to distributors, who get top 

film rentals for the oldies. 

Connolly, in his proposal, noted 
that while Government has always 
cooperated with the film industry, 
the “average man and woman to- 
day can’t afford to see a picture 
because of exorbitant boxoffice 
prices and ticket scalping tactics.” 
Hie alleged that theatres can cut 
their prices in half and still “make 
a healthy profit." He also lashed 
out at what he termed the “out- 
rageous practice of juggling box- 
office prices,” in which Times 
Square theatres allegedly raise 
their prices “as soon as any sort 
of a line appears at the boxoffice.” 
He based, his claims on a survey 
he himself made, indicating b.o. 
scales “have soared 125% to 300% 
since 1941.” 


City+ 


> Robert 


concurred for | 


Pix Admissions 
Gets Derisive Ha-ha from N.Y. Exhibs 





Reefer Pic’s Chi Preem 


“Wild Weed,” 
ductions indie on the evils of mari- 
juana, world pieems at the Rialto, 
Chicago, July 15. Picture stars 
Lila Leeds, who was arrested with 
Mitchum last winter by 
Los Angeles police on a reefer 
charge. 

Sam Cummins, g.m. of Eureka 
Production, is distributing the pic- 
ture on a roadshow basis. Mean- 
while, his Pix 


is readying a revised version of 
Hedy Lamarr’s “Ecstasy” for re- 
lease. Altered to qualify for an 


MPAA seal,.the film will be tagged 
“My Life.” 


Cowan's Multi-Ad 


~— Tieups for Film 





Lester Cowan's “Love Happy” 
(Marx Bros.) picture (UA) is load- 
ed with exploitation tieups which 
got some captious comment from 
some exhibitors who immediately 
wanted to know if the producer 


got paid for all the commercial tie- | 


ups involved. As part of a chase 
scene, Harpo Marx gets burnt by 
the Fisk Tires “time to 


pendulum, falls in the mouth of 
the Kool cigaret penguin, eats 
Wheaties, catapults onto the flying 
red horse, trademark of Mobilgas, 
and thus plausibly does tricks with 
some of the ads in the Times Sq. 
scene. The Curtis Candy Co. 
, (chocolate bars) is backgrounded 
and there’s even Ruppert’s Beer, 
although the producer has made 
so many tieups that he has fore- 
| gone some of the others. 

Cowan’s job was to time all the 
tieups for local day-and-date bally- 
hoo values coincidental with local 
engagements. Unlike ‘Fuller 
| Brush Man” ‘to which some exhibs 
| also objected because of the com- 
mercial connotation), Cowan’s 
chore has been one of synchroniza- 
tion with bookings. 

He figures that he has promoted 
almost $500,000 worth of free 
space, including $280,000 worth of 
Bulova spot announcements; 45,000 

| kits to Standard Oil gas stations, 
| Which cost the petrol company 
$32,000, tied in with the picture; 
1,200-line Fisk ads in 300 situa- 
| tions; 800 billboards by Mobilgas 
|in the midwestern states; 160 bill- 
| boards from Curtis Candy; tieups 
with Wheaties, etc. 

Cowan got the 

build the signs 


advertisers to 
for his Times 


Exhibs, in answer to that, de-| Square chase scene, and then they 


clared scales had been upped at 
the most no more than 25°%—and 
some of that includes taxes. And, 
as one indie circuit operator de- 
clared, “if we had to cut our prices 
even 10°, we would go out of 
business almost immediately, or at 
least sooner than we might now.” 


took them away for private use. 
Otherwise he received nothing. 
| Some exhibs in the midwest have 
cracked that these free ads on the 
screen are frequently charged for 
by the theatres which book com- 
| mercial shorts, but Cowan contends 
that the trademarks are but part 
of a natural chase sequence, and 














| not commercially ‘angled. 
Harpo Marx is flying back July 
_25 from London where he is cur- 





"Multiple Openings | 


Continued from page 7 








Moines territories. Opening “Colo- 
rado Territory” at 250 theatres in 
the Rocky Mt. area last spring, 
Warners also has unveiled “Silver 
River,” “Younger Brothers” and 
“Cheyenne” in designated state 
areas, 

Verbal opposition to the region- 
als was summed up by Monogram- 
Allied Artists general sales man- 
ager Morey Goldstein, who feels 
that it’s impractical to tie up prints 
in hundreds of dates in a two or 
three state area. Most of the 
houses, he added, are small-seaters. 
and, when costs of the bally are 
weighed against the grosses, the 
effort isn’t worth it However, he 
conceded that the technique is 
capable of creating tremendous 
interest. 

“T would in a 100 
Goldstein, 
situations act 


rather open 
key cities.” declared 
“tor dates in those 
#S a springboard for the whole 
country.” That concept. inciden- 
tally, will be observed by Columbia 
with “Anna Lueasta.” which is 
scheduled to preem next month in 
some 300 nationwide houses. Unit- 
ed Artists has also announced that 
Edward Small’s “Black Magic” will 
be undraped at 400 theatres coast- 
to-coast in August. 


| rently at the Palladium. partnered 
with Chico Marx, in order to make 
'the world preem July 29 at the 
Palm-State, Detroit. 

Cowan was with the Marxes in 
London, having just gotten back. 
He has an ABC (Warner Bros. af- 
filiate) film production deal; also 
one in France, he says, which he 
plans putting into effect shortly. 


| 


Gruen Files to Stop 
‘Love Happy’ Release 


Holiywood, July 12. 

Lester Cowan Productions. Art- 
ists Alliance and the Bulova Watch 
Co. have been hit by an injunction 
suit filed by Gruen Watch Co. to 
prevent release of Cowan's ‘Love 
Happy.” 

Court battle grows ont of 
Gruen’s claim that producer prom- 
ised to use a large neon sign bear- 
ing an illuminated clock. marked 
“Gruen Watch Time” in the pic- 
ture. Deal was set by Walter 
Kline. Watch outfit alleges it put 
up coin for the displays. Later. 
complaint says, Cowan asked 
Gruen to “donate large sums of 
money” tor a joint ad campaign on 
the picture. Upon getting their re- 
fusal, suit charges, Cowan went to 
Bulova and commenced negotia- 

‘tions to substitute their product. 


Franklin Pro- | 


Distributing Corp. | 


retire” | 
candle, swings on a Bulova clock | 


Templeton’s Ist Indie 


Amarillo, Tex., July 12. 

“Thunder in the Dust,” the first 
indie venture for George Temple- 
ton, former assistant director, and 
scenarist Alan LeMay, is expected 
to start under way here within the 
next several weeks on location | 
here. Film is based on LeMay’s 
screenplay, with Templeton direct- 
ing. 

Featured are Robert Preston, 
'Cathy Downs, Chill Wills, John 
' Barrymore, Jr., and Robert Ster- 
ling. 





Collarites, Publicists 
Pushing Their Demands 
To a ‘Showdown’ Stage 


Homeoffice whitecollarites push- 
ed their fight for a new contract 
with the major companies to a} 
showdown stage this week with 
preparations for a possible early 
walkout. Screen Publicists Guild 
sounded their membership last 
night (Tues.) on a proposal “to! 
take all measures necessary to 
_force the companies into a settle- 
ment” and it’s expected that the 
2,500 members of the Screen Office 
& Professional Employees Guild 
will follow suit shortly. 

SPG’s walkout threat 


came on 


lthe heels of another failure last 
week to reach an agreement. 
Through intermediary channel of 


the Federal Conciliation Service, 
Major Leslie Thompson, RKO la- 
bor relations exec and _ industry 
' spokesman, offered to renew the 
old pact with the publicists minus 
the double severance pay clause. 
SPG flatly rejected proposal as 
below its minimum bargaining | 
terms. 
| Fitting in with the union's strat- 
'egy to hit the major companies 
from all directions, New York City 
|! councilman Eugene Connelly intro- 
duced a resolution into the council 
demanding an investigation of film 
theatre prices. It understood 
that Connelly, an American Labor 
Party member, called for investi- 
gation to support the unions’ con- 
tention of alleged “exorbitant” 
profits in the film industry. Con- 
nelly’s resolution, however, re- 
ceived little support from other 
council members. 
Meantime, the AFL 
homeoffice whitecollarites, Local 
H-63, have initiated preparations 
for talks for a new contract to re- 
ag the ones expiring on Aug. 
_With Warners, Universal, and sev- 
/eral smaller companies, including 
the major-owned music publishing 
| outfits. 
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Circuits Beat 
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rush now brewing to cop a bill of 
| health via voluntary sales. 

The circuits do not want to wait 
until a ruling forces them to take 
the action. For one, they would 
have to defend costly anti-trust ac- 
tions 
lecting their competitors now, they 
are assured of friendlier relations 
in the same towns and a fairer 
shake. Number of exhibs have al- 
ready been approached and asked 
to make reasonable bids on thea- 
tres. 

Circuit ops concede that by sell- 
ing now instead of two vears ago, 
they have passed the peak on 
price. However, profits were so 
solid at that lush time that they 
feel the difference in price is war- 
ranted by what was garnered over 
the two or three years. 

Price Standard 

Asking price quietly being cir- 
culated among prospective pur- 
chasers now varies between three 
and four times the average net 
after taxes. Few of the circuits 
have set the formula with the av- 
erage figure computed betore taxes 
but they have met tough resist- 
ance from prospective buyers and 
their banks. The price tag is con- 
siderably down from the five to 
seven times net demanded during 
the lush 1946-1948 stretch. 

After the current drive for vol- 
untary sales really gets going. in- 
siders believe the entire structure 
of circuits will be changed. They 
say there will be far fewer giant 
chains of 100 houses and over. and 
plenty more in the 25-75 theatre 
bracket than there are now. More- 
over, the buying wave is expected 
io Jead to far less concentration in 
particular territories. one factor 
which has spurred the Govern- 

; ment in its trust-busting activities. | 


Local H-63 has current pacts | 


it 


lean give a 
‘nightly gross of $1,080, figured on 


No Brakes 








hat will eventually swell the total 
to 24 and more. 
Pacific just debuted its 1,000-car 


A net admission of 54c a 


(kids under 12 are admitted free) 
1,000-car drive-in a 


a minimum average of two-to-a-car. 
And the average goes higher. Add 
a minimum of 60c a car in conces- 
sion sales (and here too, the average 
is the barest minimum), and it is 
easy to see how worried the con- 
ventional house operator is be- 
coming. 
First All-Colored 


Beyond the blueprint stage for 
Pacific are two drive-ins in nearby 
Compton. One will be an all- 
colored auto-theatre, believed to be 
the first in the U. S., and certainly 
unique in a section where Jim 
Crow is not practiced in the gen- 
eral amusement field. The drive-in, 


to be tagged the Skyline, will fea- | 


ture a mixture of white and Negro 
bills and _ other 
angles aimed particularly at 
colored patron. 

Even staid old Pasadena, South- 
ern California’s millionaire Gold 
Coast, is succumbing to the drive- 
in. Pacific just recently was able 
to beat down civic pride and obtain 
clearance for a new auto theatre. 
Circuit was also successful in 
putting the idea over in San 
Gabriel and Monrovia, heretotore 
barring ozoners. 

Most popular patron-lurer for 
drive-ins in this territory, although 


the 


/not used by Pacific, is the $1-a-car 


package deal. Operators in some 
sections started the pitch as 
long as a year ago to heip stimu- 
late a then-lagging business. They 
found it was good business. The 
appetite-breeding open air and an 
audience well trained in in-a-car 
dining by the numerous drive-in 
eateries started booming conces- 
sion business and led to the addi- 
tion of hot food lines to supple 
ment standard popcorn, candy and 
cold drinks. 


Stomachs Satisfied 
A ear load of seven, even eight, 
bargain amusement buyers, par- 
ticularly if moppets form a large 


/percentage of the load, can send 
|several dollars into the ozone ex- 


| 


hib’s pockets while eating their 


way through a doublefeature bill. 


| baby 
|ranging up to 50c. or more. 


Secondly, by carefully se-| 


Heads of families figure they are 
still ahead, even if kiddies are al- 
ways hungry. The parents have 
missed that 50-75c. an hour for a 
sitter, plus a parking tab 


Kiddie gluttony isn’t overlooked 
by the smart drive-in operator, and 
he caters to their trade with fea- 
tures that include pony-rides, well- 
equipped playgrounds, 
rounds, etc. Such attractions open 
early, so the family will be lured 
before showtime, can obtain good 
car locations and relax 
nightfall and the film-bill start. 


TOA Interest High 

Development of the drive-in be- 
yond the novelty stage as an 
amusement center will be a _ hot 
topic on the agenda of the Septem- 
ber convention of Theatre Owners 
of America in Los Angeles. Con- 
ventional exhibs are expected to 
wax hot and heavy on such price- 
cutting tricks as the $1 a carload, 
but the most serious threat to the 
regular film house is the movement 
by drive-ins to step up clearances. 
So far that is about the only pro- 
tection, outside of central loca- 
tions, that the conventional film 
palace has had against its rugged 
outdoor cousin. 

The clearance threat has vecome 
serious in the San Francisco ter- 


ritory, where a number of drive- | 


ins are asking distributors for an 


earlier break on pictures. This has | 


led to blast from Fox-West Coast, 
circuit threatening to start a price 
war, even to trimming Frisco first- 
run prices to a 50c. level and ad- 
mitting all kids free if auto-theatre 
demands are met by distribs. 

Polio Threat to B.O. 

With polio starting a slow up- 
ward march of the Coast, the regu- 
lar film house is likely for another 
drop in patronage which will be 
picked up by the drive-in. Exhibs 
still remember last year’s polio 
epidemic where, in a city like San 
Diego all children were barred 
from the conventional showcase 
but were permitted by health au- 


Continued from page 5 geen 


entertainment | 


merry-go- | | ' 
_be most unfortunate if a trailer Is 
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On Drive-ins 








enien 


thorities to attend drive-ins if ;e. 
maining in the automobile. 


Health, clearance and price aq. . 


‘Century and Sept. 1 opens the | vantages are enough to give drive. 
' Whittier, which will be the largest 
‘on the Coast, taking care of 1,260 
| cars. ‘ 
/person for all over 12 years of age 


lins an edge on the all-year house 
‘but latter is aiming to fight give. 
|aways with free merchandise of 
|their own. Auto-theatres have been 
using free television sets, refrig. 
‘erators and new _ automobiles 
}among the customer lures, and a 
inumber of Coast conventional 
houses are up to the same tricks 
with a corresponding business 
jump, particularly on the free auto 
nights. 


Reade Ozoners in East 
Dish Frills With Films 


Firm believer in extra-curricular 
frills for both pop, mom and the 
kids at its two drive-ins are Walter 
Reade Theatres. Chain operates 
its own concessions at its 9W Drive- 
in at Kingston, N. Y., and 
Woodbridge, N. J., Drive-in. 
generally gross about 50°; 
night’s gross on take from 
burgers, soda pop, ete. 

While no drive-ins in the metro- 
politan area boast laundromats. as 
do some on the Coast, Reade's 
Kingston ozoner recently installed 
a large screen television set at the 
base of its screen tower. A high, 
directional antenna gives good re- 
ception and the set has proved a 
distinct novelty for Ulster County 
residents since the section is too 
far north from New York video- 
wise. 

Laundry deal, as practiced on 
the Coast, damp dries the patron's 
wash ready to be picked up when 
the customer leaves the drive-in. 
Generally the admission stub re- 
tained after entering the ozoner is 
used by the spot as the laundry 
check. Rub-a-dub-dub routine may 
be the last word in customer lures 
to date, but next season the Reade 
loop avers it’s going to have a mini- 
ature railroad. 


the 
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ham- 








Pix Admen 


Continued from page 








. 
i aseenieemnmnanall ¢ eee 


recorded musie on film to be used 
for TV, however, some means must 
be devised of overcoming that ob- 
stacle. Only solution to date has 
been to turn out the trailers sans 
music, although several of the com- 
panies have attempted to use them 
'on the air with music synchronized 
from disks. Need for the trailers 
to be specially produced was point- 
ed up by Par prez Barney Bala- 
ban, who declared in a note to 
TOA exec director Gael Sullivan: 


“I cannot emphasize too strongly 
the desirability of establishing the 
highest possible standards for the 
production of these trailers. They 
/must show our product and our 
industry in the best light. It would 


poorer in quality than the tele- 
vision program which precedes or 
follows it. In such instances, the 
comparison would be harmful and, 
therefore, should be avoided.” 

RKO ad chief S. Barret McCor- 
mick, who has done consideraMe 
experimentation with video, dis 
closed the RKO studios had _ pro- 
duced a special TV trailer for the 
new Robert Mitchum starrer. “Big 
Steal.” Film, with room for local 
copy, runs one minute and was 
lensed with no musical _ back- 
ground. They are to be made avail- 
able to exhibs at all RKO ex 
changes, with exhibs having to fol- 
low through by buying their own 
time on TV stations, same as they 
do for radio transcriptions. McCor- 
mick said RKO has also turned 
out three special TV trailers on 
“Mighty Joe Young” and will com 
tinue to produce them on all toP 
pictures if exhibs continue fo use 
them. 

Universal is also providing trail- 
ers now for all top produet. having 
done so since last year’s ‘Family 
Honeymoon.” Unlike RKO. how 
ever, U releases them through Na- 
tional Screen Service, which tags 
on an additional $25 charge to the 
regular theatre use. Republic, as 
representative of the smaller com- 
panies, is convinced that specially- 
made trailers are needed but !S 
holding back on them to determine 
what direction TV will take Rep. 
nonetheless, bought time on ‘ 
tele stations before and after the 
recent Ezzard Charles-Joe Walcot 
fight pickup for specially irhggiet 
spot plugs for its current Ke 
Menace.” 
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“SORROWFUL JONES’ WINNER IN 
NATIONAL BOXOFFICE DERBY!” 
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»Vamon RunyonS | 


‘Sorrowful JONES’: 


with ond Introduci 


Uim. Demers - Bruce Cabo! Thomas Gomez MARY JANE SAUNDERS 


Foreword narrated by Walter Winchell 
Produced by Robert L. Welch - Directed by Sidney Lanfield 


Screenplay by Melville Shaveison, Edmund Hartmann and Jack Rose - Adapted from a Story 
by Damon Runyon and a Screenplay by William R. Lipman. Sam Heliman and Gladys Lehman 
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‘Stratton’ in Control 


Of Denver at $20,000 


Denver, July 12. 

“Stratton Story” is topping the 
town, and is holding. Going into 
third weeks are “Sorrowful Jones” 
at Denham, “Tulsa” at Broadway 
and “Quartet” at Vogue. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
74)—“Tulsa” (EL) (2d wk). Poor 
$5.000 but holding. Last week, 
good $7,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 35-70) 
—“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) (2d wk) 
Good $12,000 and holding. Last 
week, big $19,000. 

Denver (Fox) 
“House of Strangers” 


(2.525: 35-74)— 
(20th) and 


“Mutineers” (Col), day-date with 
Esquire. Fair $14,000. Last week, 
“Sand” (20th) and “Night Unto 
Night” (WB), fine $18,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— 
“House of Strangers” (20th) and 
“Mutineers” (Col), day-date with 
Denver. Poor $2,000. Last week, 
“Sand” (20th) and “Night Unto 


Night” (WB), fine $3,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 

“Stratton Story” (M-G) and “Sons 

of Adventure” (Rep). Big $20,000. 


Last week, “Barkleys of Broad- 
way” (M-G) and “Home in San 
Antone” (Col) (5 days, 2d wk), 
poor $7,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74) 
—“Younger Brothers” (WB) and 


“Manhattan Angel” (Col), day-date 
with Webber. Poor $7,000. Last 
week, “Lucky Stiff’ ‘UA) and 
“Siren of Atlantis’ (UA), poor 
$5,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (35-74)—‘Rim of 
the Canyon” (Col) and “Blazing 
Trail’ (Col). Poor $2,500. 

Vogue (Wolfberg) (600; 60-74)— 


“Quartet” (EL) (2d wk). Fair 
$2,200 and holding. Last week fine 
$3.300. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
“Younger Brothers” (WB) and 


“Manhattan Angel’’*(Col), day-date 


with Paramount. Poor $2,000. 
Last week, “Sand” (20th) and 
“Night Unto Night” (WB), fine 
$3,500. 





‘Lady Gambler’ 15G; 
Rest of Buffalo H.O. 


Buffalo, July 12. 

Mostly holdover this week, with 
“Neptune’s Daughter,” in its sec- 
ond week, still doing well. Ditto 
“Jones.” ‘Lady Gambler” is the 
lone newcomer, dualed with ‘St. 
Ives.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Loews) (3.500: 40-70)— 
“Neptune’s Daughter’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Around $12,000 after good 
$19,500 last week. 

Great Lakes (Par) (3.400; 40-70) 
—‘Sorrowful Jones” (Par) (2d wk). 
Fine $14,000 after $22,000 last 
week. 

Hipp (Par) (3,400; 40-70) — “My 
Gal Sal” (20th) and “‘House on 92nd 
Street” (20th) (reissues). $7,000. 
Last week, “Special Agent” (Par) 
and “Bomba” (Mono), $8,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)\— 
“Lady Gambler” (UI) “Secret of St. 
Ives” (Col). $15,000. Last week. 
“Calamity Jane and Sam Bass” (U) 
and “Crime Doctor’s Diary” (Col), 
$11,000. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)\—“‘Red Menace” (Rep) and 
“Grand Canyon Trail.” Maybe $8.- 
000. Last week, $10,000. 





New Pix Up Montreal; 
“Bride’ 15'4G, ‘Street’ 14G 


Montreal, July 12. 


New entries in all but one of the. 


deluxers is pointing up returns de- 
spite hot weather. Only holdover 
is Metro’s “Barkleys,” which is 
still up with the leaders. 
Estimates for This- Week 

Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Neat $14,500 following a sock 
first of $18,500. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,412: 34-60)— 
“Bride of Vengeance” (Par). $15.- 


500. Last week, “Bribe” (M-G),| 
$14,500. 

Palace (C.T.) (2,625: 34-60)— 
“Forbidden Street” (20th). $14,000. 
Last week, “It Happens Every 
Spring” (20th). $9,000. 

Princess (C.T.) (2,131: 34-60)— 


“El Paso” (Par). $13,500. Last week, 
“Knock” (Col) (2d wk), $7,500. 
Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45)— 
“Big Jack” (M-G) and “Affairs of 
Rogue” (M-G). $5,000. Last week, 
“Fighting O’Flynn” (U), $7,500. 
Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 
“Africa Screams” (UA) and “Gay 
Amigo” (UA). $10,000. Last week, 
“Champion” (UA) and “Seal Is- 
land” (UA) (5th wk), slow $3,000. 


KANSAS CITY 


(Continued from page 9) | 
(reissues). Opened Friday and 
shows moderate pace, ‘$3,500. Last | 
week “G-Men” (WB) and “Casa- | 
blanca” (WB) (reissues) strong all | 
the way and held an extra day., 
Eight days, $5,500, big money in| 
this little house. 


Kimo (Dickinson) (500; $1.20- 
$2.40)—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (12th 
wk). Fine $2.200, and shows no 
signs of letting up. Last week 


(llth), fat $2,500. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3.500; 45-65)— 
“Neptune’s Daughter” (MG) (2d 
wk) with “Some of the Best” replac- 
ing usual second feature. Contin- 
ues big splash for $12,000. Last 
week big holiday weekend boosted 
trade to sock $24,000, best house 


The Switcheroo 


In a switch from the usual 
procedure, Brandt’s Times 
Square theatre did not play up 
the fact that Larraine Day had 
a minor role in “Border 
G-Men,”’ which played there 
last week. The film made by 
RKO as a low-budgeter in 1938 
billed Miss Day as Lorraine 
Johnson, which is her legiti- 
mate tag. The theatre is one 
of the string of 42d street grind 
houses, where it is almost an 
established policy to exploit 
name players who appeared in 
bit roles before they hit the 
jackpot. 

One of the reasons for not 
using Miss Day’s name as a 
come-on was the feeling that 
the oater fans lay out their 
hard earned coin to see the 
action and gunplay rather than 
a name star. 








has had in months. 

Paramount (Paramount) (1,900; 
45-65)—"‘Sorrowful Jones” (Par) 
(3d wk). Holding nicely at $9,000. 
Last week, with holiday prices on 
Monday, held up for $12,000, very 
nice second week. 

Roxy (Durwood) (900: 45-65)— 
“Manhandled” (Par) and “Special 
Agent” (Par). Moderate $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Lust for Gold” (Col) 
and “Riders of the Whistling 
Pines” (Col), $4,500, nifty. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox) 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65) 


“Tt Happens Every Spring” 
(20th). Opened Wednesday and 
strong from first day. Looks for 


$18,000 in eight days. Last week, 
“Sand” (20th), started strong with 
personal appearances opening day 
by George Jessel, Coleen Gray, | 
Nancy Guild and Barbara Law- 
rence, but mild balance of the 
week for $13,000, average. 


‘Manhandled’-Ink Spots 
Nifty $25,000 in Cleve. 


Cleveland, July 12. 
Elks’ convention, cool weather 
and vaude are hypoing boxoffice 
to season’s best, with State’s Ink 
Spots latching on for fat $25,000 
on heels of Palace’s hefty $30,000 
in vaude return. “Wizard of Oz” 
is soaring in reissue as it goes into 
third week at smaller Ohio. 
‘“Neptune’s Daughter” is holding 
its own in second week, as is 
“Fountainhead,” with “legal 
Entry” moving into top figures. 
Estimates for This Week 
Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-70)— 
“IWlegal Entry” (WB). Neat $11,000. 








Last week “Not Wanted” (FC), 
$7,000. 
Hipp (WB) (3,700; 55-70) — 


“Fountainhead” (WB) (h.o.), $12,- 
000 after $18,500 last week. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300 55-70) — 
“House of Strangers” (20th). $15,- 
500. Last week “The Judge Steps | 
Out” and 8 acts vaude, smashing | 
$30,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,500; 55-85) — 
‘““Manharidled” (Par), with Ink 
Spots on stage. Neat $25,000. Last 
week ‘‘Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) 
$21,500. 

Stillman (Loew’s (2,700; 55-70)— 
“Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G), in 
switch from State $14,000. Last 


week, “Wizard of Oz” (M-G), 
$12.500. 

Ohio (Loew's) (1,200; 55-70) — 
“Wizard of Oz” (M-G) in switch 


from Stillman. $7,500. Last week, 
“Edward my Son” (M-G), switch 
from State, $5,000. 





‘Jones’ 21G Day-Date In 
Port., Ore.; ‘Sand’ $9,400 


Portland, Ore., July 12. 

Big name transient attractions 
are cutting deeply into boxoffice 
receipts of first-run houses this 
week. “Sorrowful Jones” and 
“Sand” are faring well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50- 
85'\—‘'Ma and Pa Kettle’ (UA) and 
“Smoky Mountain Melody” (Col) 
(3rd wk). Good $7,000. Last week, 
‘big $12,400. 
|! Mayfair (Parker) (1,500: 50-85)-—— 
“Red Menace” (Rep) and “Duke of 


Chicago” (Rep). So-so $3,800. 
Last week, “The Younger 
Brothers” (WB) and _ “Boston 


' Blackie’s Chinese Adventure” (Col) 
(8 days). Okay $5,700. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and “Hold 
That Baby” (Mono), day-date with 
Orpheum. Excellent $6,700. Last 
week, “Cover Girl’ (Col) (reissue) 
and “You Were Never Lovelier” 
(Col) (reissue), fair $4,300. 

Orpehum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par) and “Hold 
That Baby” (Mono), also at Orien- 


tal. Sock $13,400. Last week, 
"The Window” (RKO) and “A 
Woman's Secret” (RKO), good 
$7,000. 


Paramount (H-E) (3,400: 50-85)— 
“Sand” (20th) and “Lost Tribe” 
(Col). Big $9,400. Last week, 


I 
, $3,000. Nice $3,100 last stanza. 


“Lust for Gold” (Col) and “Search 
for Danger” (Mono), excellent 
$8,800. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—“‘Neptune’s Daughter’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). Nearly $6,000. Last 
week, terrific $9,200. 





‘Sorrowful Jones’ Just 
A Title, 17'4G in Prov. 
Providence, July 12. 
Breaking house records in first 
sesh and carrying over into second 
stanza is Strand’s “Sorrowful 
Jones.” Just fair are other stands 
with first-runs. Loew’s State put 
hold on “Neptune's Daughter” for 
second. Heat wave has moderated 
but is far from over. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Big Steal” (RKO) and ‘Search 
for Danger” (FC) (2d wk). Good 
$10,000 with first sesh catching 
nice $15,000. | 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65) — 


“Green Dolphin Street” (M-G) and 
“Brooklyn Orchid” (reissues). So- 
so $6,000. Last week, “Easter 
Parade” (M-G) and “Killer McCoy” 
(M-G) (reissues), same $6,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Sand” (20th) and “Streets San 
Francisco” (Rep). Weak $8,000. 
Last week, “Fountainhead” (WB), 
single bill, nice $15,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 
44-65)—"‘True Glory” and “You’re 
a Sweetheart” (U) (reissue). Poor 
$3,800. Last week, “California 
Straight Ahead” (U) and “Idol of 
Crowds” (FC) (reissues), also slow 
$4.100. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) — 
“Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Very nice $16,000 after hefty 
$23,000 in opening sesh. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘‘Sorrowful Jones” (Par) (2d wk 
started Monday 11). First sesh was 
terrific $17,500. 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 8) 

in pic, on premiere night helped 
roll up nice $10,300. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) 
84) — “‘Neptune’s Daughter’ (M-G) 
and ‘‘Man About House” (20th). (3rd 
wk). Indicated good $6,000. Last 
wk., big $9,200. 





Liberty ‘Theatres, Inc.). (1,650; 
50-84) — “Stratton Story” (M-G) | 
and “Some of Best’ (M-G) short. 


Paced at big $12,000. Last wk., 2nd 
of “Lust for Gold” (Col), oke 
$8,100. 


Music Box (H-E) (850; 50-84) — | 


“‘Ma and Pa Kettle” (U). (7th wk). 
ong run continues steady. Fine 


Music Hall ‘H-E) (2,200; 50-84) 
—‘Happens Every Spring” (20th) 
and “Night Unto Night” (WB). 
(4th wk). Fair $3,500. Neat $6,800 
last stanza. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— 
“Fountainhead” (WB) and “Ali- 
mony” (EL). (2nd wk). Headed for 
nifty $7,500. Last wk., nice $12,300. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-65) | 


—‘Lucky Stiff’ (UA) and “Last 
Bandit” (Rep). (2nd runs), plus 
stage show. Indicated fair $4,500. 
Last week, “Younger Bros.” (WB) 
and “Impact” (UA), plus stage 
show, upped take to oke $5,700. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 50-84)— 
“Sorrowful Jones” (Par). (2nd wk). 
Expect sturdy $7,500. Last week, 
$16,700. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 50-84) | 
—‘Casablanca”’ (WB) and “G-Men” 
(WB). (2nd runs). Paced at $3,500, 
fair. Last wk., 2nd runs of 
“Laredo” (Par) and “Dream is 
Yours” (WB), oke $3,800. 


Schunzel’s Pic Chore | 


Frankfurt, June 30. | 
Reinhold Schunzel, back in Ger- 
many from acting in U. S. legit, 
will team up with Guenther Sta- 
penhorst in producing films. He 
formerly directed here. 
One of their first offerings will 
be “Rape of the Sabine Wemen,” 
taken from the stage play. \ 





(2,349; 50-) 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


In one of the Ripleys of the film business, Metro’s “The Search” 
| bewailed as an instance of an adult pic which caught on with the critics 
| but not the public, is now proving to be a big profitmaker for the com- 
| pany handling it. The film, acquired for M-G by Arthur Loew, Metro's 
foreign chief, has spurted to a $850,000 domestic take and is still gross. 
/ing $7,500 weekly in the U. S. after a full year’s distribution. Moreover, 
in the foreign market, “Search” is doing even better with a series of 
house records shattered behind it. 

While the $850,000 domestic gross is minor compared to the revenues 
which M-G customarily racks us, “Search” has proven a real earner 
against its cost to the company of less than $300,000. That figure was 
paid Lazar Wechsler, Swiss producer, for all rights to the film. 

Hence, Metro homeoffice staffers are at a loss to explain what al) the 
shouting is about. “Search” cropped up again as a subject of debate 
on whether the American public wants adult films in the recent round. 
table discussion sponsored by Life mag. At that time, it was cited by 
film industryites as a disappointment to Metro boxoffice-wise 
critics’ raves failed to bring in the customers. 

On the basis of strong word-of-mouth, film is getting plenty of dates 
at the present time. The likelihood is, Metorites say, that the company 
will eventually capture a sensational $1,000,000 profit on a $300.000 
investment. 


when 


Edward Small's project to film the life story of Rudolph Valentino is 
being threatened by Jan Grippo, producer of the “Bowery Boys” series 
at Monogram, who says he'll make a Valentino picture himself and 
claims material about the late star is in public domain. Small has been 
working on his “Life of Rudolph Valentino,” off and on, for the past 12 
years. He's spent about $250,000 on story. Sheridan Gibney is now 
putting his last licks vin on a final screenplay and will produce for 
Small, who has announced a late summer or early fall start. Numerous 
writers worked on the story before Gibney was signed some months ago. 

Small is also reported to have an unknown actor for the Valentino 
role, but he’s keeping him under wraps until the cameras roll. Grippo 
says he will go to New York within two or three weeks to find an un- 
known for his film. Charles Marion is doing the screenplay for the 
producer of the Leo Gorcey series. 





| That fine couplet of Ogden Nash’s “Candy is dandy, but liquor is 
quicker,” could be adapted by some local poet to describe new-type 
breakaway glass developed at Universal for use in the studio's “Bag- 
dad.” In scene where Paul Christian knocks John Sutton through a 
| window, the old type of candy glass was replaced by a transparent sub- 
stance made of cellulose acetate and resin. The new stuff smashes 
more realistically than candy glass and will probably make confection- 
ery windows obsolete. Candy glass has a tendency to become runny in 
extreme heat and frequently has cut players in scenes of violence. New 
material isn’t bothered by heat and won’t cut or scratch. 


| _— 
| 





| Bill providing for a Government film storage building or buildings. to 
be erected at Suitland, Md., southeast of Washington, has been intro- 
duced by Senator Herbert R. O’Conor (D., Md.). Ceiling cost of the 
project would be $5,125,000. 

The building would be attached to the National Archives. This is 
similar to the Library of Congress Film Project, shelved by Congress 
two years ago. That also cailed for the erection of a motion picture 
film storage and projection building for the library’s own collection 
and for the films of other U. S. departments and agencies. 





| New series of film camera lenses, said to be able to focus better than 

the human eye, are being used for the first time by cameraman Joseph 
Biroc on both exterior and interior shots for United Artists’ “Mrs. 
Mike.” Lenses, known as the “Garutsa” for the man whe developed 
them, reportedly can pick up simultaneously action taking place within 
six feet of the camera and background carrying into infinity, keeping 
the entire picture in absolute sharp distance at all degrees of distance. 
Lenses also, according to Biroc, capture full value of all scenery photo- 
graphed. 





| 

| Twentieth-Fox, for the second time within a few months, has pro- 
moted publication of a novel to break simultaneous with release of a 
film. Latest is “Slattery’s Hurricane,” on which American Magazine is 
| running a 20-page novelization in its current (July) issue. Picture goes 
_into release this month. Company also promoted publication of “It 
| Happens Every Spring,”’ with book reviews breaking at the same time 
| the film was released. In addition, the N. Y. Post serialized the story 
during the picture's run at the Roxy, N. Y. 





_ Veterans Administration has invited eight film distributors to submit 
bids on 16m features and shorts with super-imposed Spanish titles to 
be screened at the VA hospital in Puerto Rico. Pix would be exhibited 
in the fiscal year which began July 1, 1949. Distribs include Loew's. 
Monogram, Republic, RKO, Warners, United World, Columbia and 
Paramount. 





— | 


| Extempore, Where Lorre lp ‘ 
_ Began, Still OK in Vienna Brit. Film P roducers 
In Initial Steps To 


Vienna, July 7. 
Hypo Export Setup 


Vienna still has three Extempore 
London, July 12. 


theatres. Actors there do not have 
to learn their parts, as in legit: 

Following swiftly on Harold Wil- 
son's “export or die” advice to 


they simply are told what the story 
British producers, steps are being 


is all about, hop on the stage and 
Start talking. Vi a’s thr 
pone g  viennas three are taken to develop the export orgat- 
_Tschauner, Walcher and Fretzer, jzation of the British Film Pro- 
all in Ottakring, the workers dis- ducers Assn. 
trict. P = important appointments are 
Just how ther ms , o be made for the immediate 
_ managed to exist, | riture. First, which is expected to 
= another miracle. Fact, however, be announced in a few days. will 
is that many stars of former days | be for a representative on the Con- 
began their career extemporizing. tinent who will act as peceenes 
Petes Lasse wen liaison officer between the BFP 
oS and British embassies and foreign 
‘governments. Second appointment 
| 3D QUEBEC PROD. will be for a London officer to take 
control of the export department 








Montreal, July 12. 


With two modest successes be- 
hind them, “La Fortresse” and 
“Un Homme Et Son Peche,” Rene 
Germain, président of Quebec Pro- 
ductions, last week announced a 
third pic, to be called “Le Cure 
de Village.” Production is to start 
this month and Robert Choquette 
has been contracted to script “‘Vil- 
lage,” which is based on a popular 
French Canadian radio serial. 

Lise Roy, Ovila Legare and 
Denis Drouin, all local talent, have 
been signed to leading roles. 


at the London h.g. who will be re- 
sponsible, among other things. for 
briefing the man on the Continent. 

Decision to expand export-wise, 
notwithstanding the fact that the 
sellers’ market is over, was taken 
because, in the main, British pro- 
ductions cannot recover their nega- 
tive costs on the home market. 
BFPA execs are confident that sub- 
stantial results should be seen In 
a short while. 

Top priority for the new export 
experts will ba the tackling of the 
French market? in which British 
pix are restricted to a maximum of 
20 a year as against the 121 from 
, Hollywood. 
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NEW YORK 


Alfred W. Schwalberg, Para- 
mount’s distribution veepee, has 
set the company’s annual sales 


drive to run from Sept. 4-Dec. 3. 
Campaign will include nine pix 
with “Top O’ the Morning,” new 
Bing Crosby starrer, chosen as Par- 
amount Week film. During tne 
week, that of Labor Day, company 
shoots for a booking in every U.S. 
theatre. 

James R. Grainger, Republic’s 
executive veepee in charge of pro- 
duction, left the h.o. Monday (11) 
on an air tour of company branches 
in Jacksonville, New Orleans, 
Dallas, Kansas City and Chicago. 
He's due to return July 25. 

New Jersey Allied’s 30th annual 
convention will be held Sept. 12-14 
at the Ritz Carlton hotel, Atlantic 
City. Meet will stage election of 
officers and a series of forums on 
industry problems.  All-industry 
banquet to fete 
officers, National Allied reps and 
industryites generally is planned 
for the closing night of the con- 
clave. 

Bert Sanford, former sales chief 
for Altec Service Corp., appointed 

eneral sales manager for ABC 

ending Corp. He'll also continue 
as consultant for Altec. 

Expansion of Universal’s exploi- 
tation and publicity forces is cur- 
rently under way with the com- 

any taking on two new flacks. 

faurice (Bucky) Harris, formerly 
employed by U on a week-to-week 
basis, has been hired as an ex- 
ploiteer. Paul Kamey named to 


join the publicity forces. Abe Bern- | 


stein and Lou Gerard taken on for 
week-to-week work on two special 
campaigns. After extensive 
U's field force consists of one ex- 
loiteer in San Francisco and two 
n Chicago. 

Oscar A. Doob, John Murphy and 
Ernie Emerling, of Loew’s theatre 


department, in Norwich, Conn., for | 


opening of Loew’s New Poli to- 
night (Wed.). This is first addition 
to Loew chain in over eight years 
and replaces an old theatre which 
will be demolished. Frank: Sinatra, 





newly - elected | 


cuts, | 


| 
646 444446464646464¢4 American Legion, and for wres- 
| tling sponsored by the Veterans of 

Foreign Wars. It was the advenr 

Film Row of the radio show into the hall on 
Saturdays, beginning late in May, 

that brought the protest to a head. 
| Theatreowners have been irked on 
premise it is money taken from 
their ag een ae 1 
. . . F City fathers are cooperating in 
Elliott Klein, Flat River, Mo., eae, he RKO- 
named manager of the Edwards & ie eee oS een Missouri 
Plumlee circuit's new drive-in near \ith several improvements in the 
Farmington, Mo. ere ; _ immediate vicinity of the theatre. 
;Dean DuColmb, owner-onsrator Fourteenth Street is being repaved 
bt nd Oe eet ’ “| from Gran venue to Baltimore, 
meyer, Ill., shuttered house when girectly in front of the theatre. The 
Village Board fixed an $80-a-year Fourteenth and Main street area 


erating the Princess on a_ part- 
time basis. 


license. DuColmb said the rate) gicg js being brightened by the in- 
Was Cureaerre. my stallation of the new type, brighter 
Sam Pirtle, head of the Pirtle street lights. Merchants in the area 


Amus. Co., Jerseyville, Ill., conva- 


: : also are getting in the swing, an 
lescing in local hospice following : 8 B 


: ice cream-candy kitchen across the 
major operation. ts street remodelling to the tune of 
Lee Norton, owner of Grand. ¢99 9090, and others in_ the area 
Sullivan, Iil., joined St. Louis RKO jipewise sprucing up. Opening of 
sales staff, vice Wallie Hamburg, the house, to be a major first run 
resigned. - oc, | here, is set for late this month. 
Harry Hynes, manager of St. Senn Lawler, ad-pub chief for 
Louis UI exchange. and his wife’ pox Midwest Theatres, heads the 
celebrated 39th wedding anniver-) necjal events committee for the 


Sary. Kansas City Centennial to be cele- 
brated in 1950. Lawler’s committee 

iheld its first meeting last week. 

CHICAGO _. |The committee is screening ideas 

Plaza theatre, near nort hside for presentation in parade, pageant 


nabe, looted last week by burglars | and other events depicting history 
who destroyed scenery, drapes and and progress of last 100 years here. 


other equipment, and set a fire 
INDIANAPOLIS 


causing $5,000 damages. Bandits | 
got several hundred dollars in | 
weekend receipts. Associated Theatre Owners of 

Censor Board, after reviewing 90 | Indiana estimated 60 drive-ins now 
films during June, rejected indie | »perating in Indianapolis exchange 
“Sins of Father’ and pinked five:| area and making no complaints 
“Street Corner,” “Fanny,” “Secrets about business. Hot, dry weather 
of a Ballerina,’ “Marriage For-| very much in their favor. Many 
bidden,” and “Not Wanted.” of them have done peak July 

Jerry Weiss now managing the | business almost from start. They’re 
Argmore. rated an important factor in cur- 

Englewood theatre, southside rent boxoffice slump at regular 
vaud nabe house, remodeling. houses. 

Roy Smith joined All American Boyd Sparrow, manager of 
Newsreel here as news and assign- | Loew’s, boosted ‘‘Neptune’s Daugh- 
ment editor. He was formerly with | ter’ by sending girl in swimming 
WCBS-TV station, N. Y. suit on round of local pools in a 

Robbers who attempted to bur- yellow 1949 Packard to distribute 
glarize Grays Lake, IIl., drive-in) booklet, “Instructions on Swim- 
cracked the wrong safe and got ming,’ by Esther Williams. He 


Dallas group, and Cornelius Webb, | 


former manager of «the Inwood, 
will succeed Jackson as skipper of 
the Village. Ames Cain, of the 
Lakewood, will move over to the 
Inwood, and Carl Cullum, 
merly of the Circle, will take over 
as head of the Lakewood. - William 
La Prade will be acting manager 
of the Circle. 

The 200-seat Alba, in Alba, 
Texas, has been sold by H. A. Cole- 
man to M. D. Watkins of Fort 
Worth. 

Modernization program an- 
nounced by Audry Cox for his 


Palace theatre, Lamesa, Texas. Cox | 
owns and operates, in addition to} 


the Palace, the Majestic theatre 

and the Yucca and Tower drive-ins 

of Lamesa. 
The 350-seat 


Coolidge theatre, 


of Coolidge, purchased by Maurice 


Easterling, who plans on remodel- 
ing prior to reopening. 


—~_————— 


INDEPENDENCE, MO. 


President Truman’s home town 
got a new first-run theatre when 
the Englewood was opened in the 
intercity suburban district. The 
new house, seating 1,001, keeps at 
four the number of theatres oper- 
ated by 
Inc. 

Circuit makes its Granada, in the 


center of town, its key first run, | 


but this house henceforth will split 
product with the Englewood. In 
order to make room for 
product in the Englev ood, 
ciated is closing down the Electric 
and converting it into a 
building. Circuit also operates the 
Plaza, uptown house for B product, 
and the Maywood, subsequent-run. 
Independence first-runs play 14 
days back of Kansas City first runs. 


New theatre was built by Engle-! 


wood Enterprises, Inc., made up of 
local business and profesional men. 


Associated has a 10-year lease with | 


option for 10 more. Manager of 
the Englewood is Leonard Bruns, 
house manager in other spots for 
Associated, 


MINNEAPOLIS 


for- | 


the Associated Theatres, | 


first-run | 
ASSO- | 


store | 


Universal has set world premiere 
for “Yes Sir, That’s My Baby” at 


nothing. Other safe contained also got attention for film with 

several thousand in weekend banner, “Baby, It’s Cool Inside” Because of damage done to pa- 

receipts. on marquee during run. trons’ wearing apparel by chew- 
Abe Platt takes over the late| Clayton Bond, Jr. transferred ing gum stuck on backs of and 

Dave Balaban’s duties as northwest | from Cincinnati to 20th-Fox sales| under seats, and in an effort to 

theatre supervisor for Balaban & | staff here, replacing Jim Victory, discourage and lessen customers’ 

| Katz. recently called back to New York.| gum chewing, most Minneapolis 


William Kelly has left United | theatres have discontinued the sale 
Artists to join the Eagle Lion sales | of chewing gum at their candy 





| 
| 


Sears On Coast 


Continued 











from paxe 3 
|needed second money. Reports are 
| current here, however, that bot 
_owners have cooled off on the idea 


|of anteing their own money, 
| _It is reported that Miss Pickforg 


‘claims the only mone® she ever 
got out of UA was $50,000 in diyj- 
dends in 1941. In addition, she is 

/ said to have declared the only ad- 
vantage in being an owner-mem- 
ber of the company was the pre- 

ferred terms she received on UA's 
distribution of her persona] pro- 

| ductions. These have not been of 

a profitable nature. 

In the face of its reported finan- 
cial diffculties, UA is in a better 
position production-wise than jt 
has been in some time. Four films 
are now before the cameras and 
another nine high-budgeters are 
ready to roll within the next six 
weeks. Company has not had four 
working simultaneously in more 
than two years. Shooting are 
R. W. Alcorn’s “Johnny Holiday,” 
Colin Miller’s “A Kiss for Corliss." 
| co-starring Shirley Temple and 
David Niven; Mickey Rooney-Sam 
Stiefel’s “The Big Wheel,” and 
Sam Bischoff’s “Mrs. Mike” with 
Dick Powell and Evelyn Keyes, 

Seymour Nebenzal’s remake of 
| “M” goes this month at the Churu- 
| busco studios, Mexico, and Douglas 
| Kirk’s “Two Hearts in Three- 
Quarters Time” is slated to rol! in 
Vienna in July. In addition. Bene- 
dict Bogeaus’ “Johnny One Eye” 
takes off in New York soon and 
Harry M. Popkin is scheduled to 
|tee off either “Sheila” or “Dead 
on Arrival.” 


August entries will include Ron- 
ald Colman starring in “Cham- 
pagne for Caesar,” a George Mos- 
kov production; Robert Golden's 
“Guilty of Treason,” James Nas- 
ser’s “Joe Macbeth,’ and Stanley 
Kramer’s “The Men” or “High 
Noon,” depending on which script 
is readied first. Fred Zinneman 
has been signed to direct “Men.” 











‘Brave’ Biz 











the Roosevelt, Aug. 10 with 100 
day-and-date openings throughout | 
the state following. 

Ted Todd joins 20th-Fox special 
exploitation staff to work on “Come 
| to the Stable.” | 

Esquire theatre, sure - seater, | 
| turns first run for ‘‘Man About the 

House,” 20th-Fox import. 
“Paisan” bought for the Chij| 


accompanied by Page Cavanaugh 
Trio, personaling at opening cere- 
monies. He will play host at a 
cocktail party for press and civic | 
leaders from all over Connecticut. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anti-trust suit against the majors 
—— by Jack and Anne Green- | 
erg, owners of the Harbor theatre, Warner circuit 
Stone Harbor, N. J., is scheduled |  pe})-Aire. drive-in, opens July 22 | 
to resume hearings Sept. 7 in U.S. in Joliet, ‘Ill. Erected by Tom 
district court here. The Green-| wagner, the 1,000 car theatre cost 
bergs protested the t.vo-week ad- | $900 000 
vantage in clearance enjoyed by ae lal aba 
theatres in nearby Wildwood, N. J. ‘ 


Mark Silver, district manager of DENVER 
United Artists, temporarily acting| jarry E. Huffman. city manager 
as branch manager of the local ex-| for Fox Intermountain Theatres 
change. Salem Applegate is out of  ¢o, 12 years, and in the treatre 
the post after a long tenure. business for 37, is retiring to travel | 

Isidore Epstein, Atlantic The-, and devote more time to the devel- | 
atres executive (South Jersey opment of his radio and television 
ehain), is reported improving at interests. He is prexy of the 
Jewish hospital, where he was Aladdin Radio and_ Television! 
taken and placed in oxygen tent Corp., which recently took over 
following a heart attack. ‘KLZ here. Huffman will be sue- 

“The Fan,” which premiered at ceeded by Hall Baetz, manager of 
the Arcadia last week, is the first the Utah-Idaho-Montana district, 
break-in at the house since “Best headquartering at Salt Lake City; 
Years of Our Lives,” two years ago. Jack McGee, city manager Chey- 


sia cbeimecis enne, Wyo., gets the Baetz job; | 
ST. LOUIS 


| Thomas Brennan, Laramie, Wyo., 
|city manager, goes to Cheyenne; 
W. J. Rodell, Athens, Ill., lighted Robert Bothwell, Aladdin manager, 
New Alvin, 300-seater. He for- Denver, goes to Laramie; Robert 
merly operated the Colonial, 200-, Lotito, Rialto, Denver, moves to 
seater, but when the owner of the the Aladdin; Gener Manzaneres, | 
building refused to renew the Salt Lake City associate booker, | 
Jease, Rodell and his family erect- wii] manage the Rialto; Si Sanders, 
ed the new house. Salt Lake City booker, -moves to, 
Ira Rose purchased the Diver- Denver, succeeding Irene Cescolini, | 
non, 200-seater, Divernon, IlJ., southern district booker, who goes | 
from Earl Anderson. Rose owns to Cheyenne as assistant to Bren- | 
and operates four other houses in nas; Wm. Dollison, northern dis- 
Southeastern Missouri. trict booker, moves to the booking | 
Newly organized Long Theatre job at Salt Lake City; Wm. Agren, | 
Co., Inc., headed by State Senator Denver city booker, gets the north- 
Edmund V. Long, Bowling Green, ern assignment, and Daviette Ham- 
Mo., has leased the Trojan, 300- lett, Agren’s assistant, will handle | 
seater, Tryoy, Mo., for 25 years the Denver bookings. 
from Charles B. Rudolph. ——_— 
C. R.. Paisley, who has taken 
over the Strand, 350-seater, Perry, KANSAS CITY 
Mo.. changed tag to Mark Twain Theatreowners of the Kansas 
theatre. ‘side last week protested to the 
The Frisina Amus. Co., Spring-| city commissioners against rent- 
field, Ill., retagged the Orpheum, ing of the Memorial building for 
1.500-seater, Hannibal. Mo. It’s! boxing, wrestling and a hillbilly 
now Tom Sawyer. Mark Twain, radio show. Theatreowners charged 
creator of the Tom Sawyer of these entertainments are unlawful 
storybook fame, was a native of in the Memorial building. The. 
Hannibal. city commissioners referred the 
The Turner-Farrar circuit. Har-| Matter to the three-man board of 
risburg.; Ill., opened its new Wa- trustees which manages the build- 
bash, 528-seater, Grayville, Ill. It ing, and to the city legal depart- | 


replaces the old Premier, destroy- ment. ; 
ed by fire last year. Memorial Hall, seating about 
Members of Community and‘ 4.000. was built in 1923 as a 


Booster Clubs, Meredosia, IJl., memorial to veterans of World 
mulling erection of new flicker War I and the Spanish American 
house in town. At present Paul War. It has been used for years 
Durbin, Perry, lll, has. been op- for boxing sponsored by the 


| Marian O. Gueth, 


staff in southern Indiana territory. 

Walter Weil’s son, Bill, took over | 
management of Weil theatre at 
Greenfield while home on vaca- 
tion from Kentucky Military In- 
stitute. 

B. L. Nickbarg sold the Lincoln, 
400-seat nabe house here, to 
Charles E. Mattox. 


BOSTON 


Robert A. Grossman of Brain- 
tree appeared before the three- 
man board of select men and ap- 
plied for a permit to erect an open- 
air theatre in East Braintree. Re- 
quest will be acted upon at the 
next board meeting. 

Additional land and _ buildings, | 
assessed at $17,000 adjacent to the 
Modern theatre, Brockton, have | 
been acquired by co-owners Ed- | 
ward Kane and Morris Perlstein 
for elaborate expansion and reno- 
vations to the theatre. The Modern 
is operated by_the Interstate Thea- | 
tres chain, headed by E. Harold 
Stoneman. 

James F. Mahoney, general man- 
ager of Interstate Theatres, mar- 
rt to Ellen Mountain of Arling- 
on. 

Theodore Vietri, veteran thea- 
treman and former owner of the | 
Crown, Lowell, is in Massachusetts 
General Hospital for an operation. | 

ATC chain has five nabes dark 
for the summer: the Regent, Nor- 
folk Downs, Hyde Park theatre in | 
Hyde Park, and the Plaza, Liberty | 
and Roxy in Roxbury. 


BUFFALO | 


George J. Gammel, president of 
Gammel Theatres, elected presi-: 
dent of the Motion Picture The- 
atre Owners of New York State, 
Buffalo area. Other officers in- 
clude Robert C. Hayman, vicepres- 
ident; Henry G. Dillemuth, treas- 
urer; Sidney L. Grossman, v.p.; 
secretary, and 
Jack A. Reed, sergeant-at-arms. 
New directors are Daiton Burgett, 
Worth Dittrich, John Kois, alter- 
nate. Directors holding over in- 
clude Constantine J. Basil, Lydia 
J. Behling, Harry  Berninstein, | 
Dillemuth, Menno Dykstra, James | 
Eschelman, Gammel, Grossman, | 
Hayman, Michael J. Kallet, Mat-! 
thew M. Konczakowski, Merrit M. 
Kyser, Vincent R. McFaul, Ray 
Pashley and Reed. | 


DALLAS 


Several changes in managerial 
positions have been announced for | 
Interstate’s North Dallas theatres | 
here. Manager of the Village for | 
several years, Joseph Jackson will 
be in charge of Interstate’s North, 


North Central Allied has called a 


, tors’ Assn. 


, Hurwitz, 
| Beach, 


counters. Theatres consequently 
are no longer liable to damage | 
done to apparel even though gum 
is stuck around seat and gets at- 
tached to a patron’s clothes. The | 
fact that the gum wasn’t sold on 
premises relieves the showhouse 
of liability and blocks claims and 
law suits. 

President Bennie Berger of 





Continued from page 7 = 


which copped $12,300 for 
the similar four days. In Houston, 
| the picture played to a 100% 
| white audience, since there are no 
| Negro balconies. Picture in that 
city drew a four-day gross of $1l- 
600, as compared with $13,000 for 
“River.” 


directors’ meeting for August to| UA still expects plenty of trou- 
decide on a course of action that | ble both from local audiences and 
would be designed to “open the! bluenoses in southern bookings on 
eyes of distrigutors who are de- “Brave” but is pushing playdates 
manding as high or higher rentals | on the basis of the Dallas and 
at a time when theatre grosses are | Houston openings. Company is also 
in what is probably a permanent) wary of reaction to the film in 
downward trend,” Berger says. | Washington, where it is scheduled 


‘to open soon at the Trans-Lux 
WINNIPEG 


| theatre. 

M. Triller, Dominion theatre- | 
owner, reelected president of the 
Manitoba Motion Picture Exhibi-! 
Other otficers RD 


River,” 





Almost 4-1 Ofay in Dallas 
Dallas, July 12. 
The first Texas runs of “Home 
of the Brave,” at the Majestics, in 
ton, are grossing 

elected to newiy-created post of Dallas and Houston, ( 
second v.p. Resident Ph on near capacity levels. In Dallas the 
elected were H. A. Morton. E. A.! ¢tire second balcony is reserved 
Zorn, I. Triller, B. Sommers and | for Negroes and has been ~ 
H. Prygrocki. Non-resident di-| every showing. The opening ° 


ed were S. R. Miles, v.p.; R. D. 
treasurer, and B. K. 
secretary. D. Rothstein! 


-rectors named include: S. Pearl-| “Brave” drew a far above-average 


man, P. J. Lowe and Mrs. M. Hay. ; crowd with white attendance near- 
Manitoba Exhibitors Assn. has ly 41 over the colored payees. 
launched a drive to unite all groups In the columns of the Negro 
opposed to fast time with the idea! newspaper, the Dallas Express, J. 
of forming an tain cial, Clarence Davis, editor, declared 
ing League. |that he had never seen a “motion 
| picture with such a delicate su 
COLUMBUS | ject more deftly and sympathetl- 
World theatre, city’s only art Cally handled.” After seeing the 
house, ran head-on into b.o. trou-| Picture, Davis said that the Pe 
bles during recent 11-day period of | formance of the white actors 
over 90-degree heat. Originally it| the film was outstanding. . 
had booked “The Fan” for a two-| without prejudice it must be said 
week showing but was forced te that the acting of James Edwards 
pull the pic at the end of a week.| stood out as a star of the greatest 
“Showtime,” the British musical | sort.” 
biog of George Edwardes, was has- | 


tily billed but only ran three days j | 
| Krim Exits EL 


to nearly record bad attendance. 
from page 3a 











In its place H. & S. Theatres, own- 
ers of the World, threw in “Brief 
Encounter” in a return engagement 
to bolster sagging receipts. 





Continued 





| the following day in preparatie: 
for a European vacation of seve! 


DETROIT | weeks. EL’s prez planed (to the 


Detroit's art and foreign film) A. y spending 
outlet, the Cinema, is going to ex- Coast orgy A _ bap he ready 
periment with some “unusual” | one ween in NN. =. | f ture plans 
American comedies. A tandem of | Yet to announce his tu’ . unde 
W. C. Fields funnies will serve as | but has several propositions 
advance scouts. They'll be shown | Study. d to 
the early part of August. | Understood Krim was induceé © 


, ANTO rolong his presidency because ° 
SAN ANTONIO prolong his presid 


| was felt that it would ~ or 
Alfred E. Moore sold interest in tiating for either oe capital 

Josephine theatre here, a deluxe OF the investment of fre: 

nabe, to his partner, Tom Sumners, | in the company. 
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From “FILM BULLETIN” 


“PRESENT AND FUTURE | v 


PRODUCT MAKES LEO KING 


It's becoming increasingly evident that M-G-M’s 
Silver anniversary year is going to be more than a 
milestone; it’s going to be a turning point in the 
company’s history. On the basis of quality of product 
viewed thus far during 1949, and a production slate 
which grows more formidable with every passing 
week, there can be no doubt that there are bright days 






WINNER OF 
“EXHIBITOR 
MAGAZINE” 
POLL OF 
THEATRES 

FOR “BEST 
PRODUCT AND 
FAIREST TERMS!” 


ahead during this, the company’s anniversary year.?? 





“Take Me Out To The Ball Game” (Technicolor) 
Frank Sinatra « Esther Williams « Gene Kelly + Betty Garrett 


“The Barkleys of Broadway”’ (Technicolor) 
Fred Astaire + Ginger Rogers + Oscar Levant, 


“Edward, My Son” 
Spencer Tracy « Deborah Kerr 


“‘Neptune’s Daughter” (Technicolor) 
Esther Williams + Red Skelton + Ricardo Montalban 
Betty Garrett » Keenan Wynn «+ Xavier Cugat 


“The Wizard of O02” (Technicolor) 
Judy Garland + Frank Morgan + Ray Bolger 
Bert Lahr « Jack Haley 


“Any Number Can Play” 
Clark Gable + Alexis Smith » Wendell Corey + Audrey Totter 





Easy Rests The Showman 
With M-G-M’s Summer Hits! 


“The Stratton Story” 


James Stewart + June Allyson + Frank Morgaa 
Agnes Moorehead « Bill Williams 


“in The Good Old Summertime” (Technicolor) 


Judy Garland + Van Johnson 
S. Z. “Cuddles” Sakall-+ Spring Byington 


“The Great Sinner”’ 


Gregory Peck + Ava Gardner+ Melvyn Douglas + Walter Huston 
Ethel Barrymore + Frank Morgan + Agnes Moorehead | 


‘Madame Bovary”’ 


Jennifer Jones + James Mason + Van Heflin + Louis Jourdaa 
Christopher Kent 


“Scene of The Crime” 
Van Johnson + Gloria DeHaven « Arlene Dahi » Tom Drake 
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PICTURES 


VARIETY 





Wild Animal Producers Lucky If 


3 U’s in Chi in Aug. 


Chicago, July 12. 
Universal will have its peak 





They Bring Themselves Back Alive sss"eeisnt tem 


By WHITNEY WILLIAMS 
Nairobi, July 12. 


Getting treed by a wild elephant | 


and filming 200 hippos entirely 
surrounding a small native boat 
are only two of the experiences 
George Breakston and Yorke Cop- 
len can narrate upon their return 
to Hollywood from Africa late in 
August. 
Duo has been in Equatorial 
Africa for past three months co- 
producing a wild animal feature, 
still untitled, for Republic Start- 
ing out their partnership 18 
months ago with “Urubu,” lensed 
in Matto Grosso jungles of South 


|Coplen was forced to drop as he | “Take One False Step, = a 
|made a dive for the tree. Chicago Aug. 5, will be the firs 
They now have approximately | film to play the B&K flagship since 
| and |My Man Godfrey” in 1936. Same 
‘have already travelled 3,400 miles week “Yes a . oe age 
through Africa getting this foot- 80€S into ’s Roosevelt; an 
‘age. With heat extreme, the rains | Calamity Jane” into RKO Palace. 
are worse. But that makes picture- | Last big U pic to play downtown 
making in the jungles, and after WS City Across the River” at 
refreshing themselves briefly at Oriental | (Essaness). B&K book- 
Nairobi they’re out in open again | ings indicate continuation of Uni- 
where they expect to get enough versal trend away from the RKO 
action to complete this Republic Palace and Grand. 


‘one-third of picture filmed, 


simultaneous Loop showing next | 











Small-EL 

















Drive-in Pari 


- 





from pase 3a 








America, they now have turned to 
Frank Buck activities and from 
their experiences thus far will be 


rer aeyene iene beck) Qver—Berger 


alive. 


Breakston, who once was 42} , 

; é S. 
screen juvenile, and Coplen are | sisi Be rox ago 
handling cameras themselves, as A Nort entral 2 na : 
they did for ‘“Urubu,” and also |Shows that most of the new anc 


recently opened drive-in theatres 
in the territory’s smaller situations 
are having tough sledding. There 


will appear occasionally in picture. 
Their safari out of Nairobi, Kenya 
Colony, which they're using as = ' rere 
base. consists of one white hunter has been a veritable mad rush 
and 15. natives Equipment is to build these ozoners almost 
Bauled in three trucks and a jeep. everywhere, including even com- 

” aren before they reached the munities with as little as 2,000 
wild animal country, pair ran into | population, but they arent proving 
to be the expected gold mines, ac- 


xcitement. At Kampala, Uganda, : | ' 

ring route to the Congo, they met cording to North Central Allied 
up with a native uprising. Break- advices. ‘ It’s only in the larger 
ston reports that the streets towns where the outside stands, 


for the most part, are cashing in 
strongly, the survey indicates. 
These developments have prompt- 
ed a prediction by President Ben- 
nie Berger of North Central Al- 
‘lied that, as far as the smaller 
towns are concerned, the “orgy” 
‘of drive-in theatre construction is 
,over. He even believes that after 
|this summer there won’t be any 
more of the ozoners built outside 
of the larger centers and_ that 
many of the smaller town drive-ins 
will be permanently shuttered. 


literally ran with blood, from 
those killed and the 1,400 blacks 
who had to be lugged to hospital. 
Only evacuation was by boat, and 
they shipped out pronto. 

Flanked by Hippos 

Their next excitement occurred 
on Kisinki Channel near Congo 
border. Taking a small boat, they 
paddled toward several hippos in 
the distance. Before they knew 
actually what was happening, they 
soon were surrounded by more 
than 200 of the huge beasts. Pro- 
ducers held their breaths, with un- 
comfortable feeling that should | Amarillo, Texas. 
one of the animals suddenly come A 400-car Sunset drivein opened 
up under their craft they wouldn't | near here by Johnnie Blocker. 
stand a chance. 

From there, Breakston and 
Coplen crossed into the Congo by 
the Mountains of the Moon to the 
Iturbi Forest. Here, they moved 
into the pygmy country, and lived 
with val age co Mat ly weeks. | Of $200,000. It has been designed 
Breakston wrote that the pygmies | *S 8 dual operation, with films 
with whom they bivouacked ate 50wn on both sides of the screen 
such dainty morsels as snakes, rats, | tower. Capacity will be 1,100 cars. 


’ |The ozoner will be opened as a 
“al oy . . . 
Oe ee meat and other simi |single 530-car capacity situation 





New Amarillo Theatre 





1,100-Car Houston Theatre 
Houston. 
Under construction here is the 
Post Oak drivein being built by 





| first. 
Fleeter Than Elephant 
Further thrills occurred when One for Beeville 
they reached the Sudan and en- d Beeville, Texas. 
tered the elephant country. In at-|, Construction started here on 


huge bull elephant, Coplen was : ’ 
chased by the pachyderm and man- | = my ae eee: A. M. 
aged to scoot up a tall tree. For- $ Is owner and operator. 

tunately, the elephant didn’t do 


any damage to the camera which 





Robstown, Tex2s, Gets Drivein 
Robstown, Texas. 
New 400-car drivein announced 
here for Robb & Rowley United 
Theatres, at cost of $125,000. 
~ 
Dumas (Texas) Opening 
Dumas, Texas. 
The 400-car Prairie drivein 
opened here after several delays 
|caused by heavy rains. Plant is 
/owned and operated by Mr. and 
| Mrs. Bob Powell, Jr., who also 
/own and operate the Star and 
| Evelyn theatres here. 





New York Theatres 











EDWARD G. SUSAN RICHARD 
ROBINSON HAYWARD CONTE 


“HOUSE OF STRANGERS" 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 


On Variety Stage—JANET BLAIR and 
HERB SHRINER 


On ice Stage—"“SLAUGHTER ON TENTH 
AVENUE,” starring CAROL LYNNE 


=—RO X "ih st 
: RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
; Rockefeller Center 

Z June Haver Ray Bolger Gordon MacRae 
J "LOOK FOR THE 

t SILVER LINING" 
a 
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Ex-RKO-ite Opens in Texas 
Grand Prairie, Texas. 
The 500-car Downs _ drivein 
“———= | opened here by Tim G. Ferguson 
& Associates. It’s located near 
the Arlington Downs racetrack. 
— is a former salesman for 





ae 
ee 














Vancouver Openings 
Vancouver. 
Accommodating 636 cars. the 
| Lougheed Drive-in opened recent- 
|ly. It is located on city’s outskirts. 
| Bill Boyd’s drive-in at Kelowna 
is another new one hereabouts. 


Color by TECHNICOLOR 
A Warner Bros. Picture 


SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 

















Peremeunt presents 





Wash. Circ’s 400G Theatre 
Cuyahoga Falls, O. 
| Washington theatre circuit plans 
|new $400,000 theatre, with con- 
| struction to start soon. House will 
| be on State road, Cuyahoga Falls, 
jand will replace one _ originally 
| announced by the circuit for Front 
street, across from the present 
Falls theatre, which it has operated 
for 25 years. 






MIOMIGHT fEatued 
wiGniiy 


PARAMOUNT... 


--- --- 


THE LOUIS DE ROCHEMONT 


production cf 


‘‘Lost Boundaries”’ 


BEATRICE PEARSON One for Lamarque, Texas 
Lamarque, Texas. 
Ale reer eheas & ' Construction started on $125,000 
— ‘ ‘drive-in to be owned and operated 
’ Sth St, > 
stants su tl by Moran K. McDaniel, 

















, 
y —_——— (‘ontinued 


J. S. Groves at an estimated cost | 


located three miles north of here | 


balking at all proposals so far be- 
cause their nature spelled loss of 
control by him. Big question still 


remains as to the source of suffi- | 


cient outside coin to carry the 


company along since it is unlikely | 


pn 


Briefs From the 


Hollywood, July 12. 


Seymour Nebenzahl will make 
/“M” at Churubusco in Mexico City, 
starting in three weeks. John 
Brahm directs. Pic will be new 
‘version of film he made for UFA 
in 1932 ... Jennifer Jones starts 
her first British film, “Gone to 
Earth” in London. David O. Selz- 
nick will release in the Western 
Hemisphere through his SRO; 
Alexander Korda will distribute 
elsewhere .. Republic won out 
against RKO in its claims to prior- 
ity for John Wayne. He'll do“Sands 
of Iwo Jima” at the Valley lot first 
and then swing over to RKO for 
“Jet Pilot.” Studios had been has- 
sling over players services, but 
RKO gave up when its story wasn’t 
| quite ready ... “Key to the City,” 
first co-starrer for Loretta Young 
and Clark Gable since they did 
“Call of the Wild” in 1935, is roll- 
ing at Metro this week under pro- 
duction guidance of Z. Wayne 
Griffin, George Sidney directs. 





that Small will put up the initial | 


sum contemplated on a lesser deal. 

Assumption of production con- 
trol by Small on a profit-sharing 
basis is being sought by Young to 
solve the company’s product prob- 
lem. Small undoubtedly brings 
with him a substantial number of 
properties and rights to others. 
EL is currently scraping the bar- 
rel and must subsist in the next 
couple of months on reissues and 
British films. 

It is expected that the deal will 
be agreed upon if not inked dur- 
ing the week. Reports indicate 
that it is already close to the sign- 
ing point although there is no ab- 
solute assurance of successful com- 
pletion since the talks have gone 
through a number of hot-and-cold 
cycles in fhe past week. 

Semenenko, an important figure 
in the discussions, is booked for 
trans-Atlantic passage this week. 
| Negotiators are therefore pushing 
proceedings along at a daily clip 
to clear all problems while the 
banker is still around. 











Mayers’ Detour 


mea, continued from page 3 





Coast tomorrow (Thurs.) to be on 
| hand when further talks take place. 

Meanwhile, Edward J. Mannix, 
studio exec, reached the h.o. yes- 
|terday (Tues.) from Rome. He will 
‘join Mayer and Schenck in this 
| week’s confabs. Mannix, who was 
| supervising preparation for shoot- 
|ing ‘‘Quo Vadis” in Italy next year, 
|is slated to head west for the Coast 


«| Thursday (14) or Friday. 


Mayer’s contract expires at the 
end of September. 
been previous discussions on it be- 
tween the studio head and Schenck, 
the last being in Florida during the 
winter. Understood no serious dif- 
ficulties on renewal have cropped 
up and it is expected a new ticket 
| will be drafted in the near future. 
| Talks of top Metroites mainly re- 
fer to the production program 
jahead involving a boost in the 
{number of films to be made. The 
itop-echelon is going over income 
\figures of the company to de- 
| termine the budget that can be laid 
‘out for Metro’s heightened film- 
| making. 
| Howard Strickling, studio pub- 
‘licity head, accompanied the 
| Mayers east. They, with Strick- 
ling, are slated to return to the 
| Coast at the end of next week. 
| Speedup of Metro production is 
| already taking effect. Company has 
(15 pix being: edited; nine in various 





| stages of preparation, and five be- | 


_fore the cameras. Metro, for many 


| years, operated on a small backlog | 


‘of product which rarely exceeded 


|six completed films. First aim of | 


‘the outfit is to go on a three-per- 
month releasing schedule with a 
one-per-week basis ahead. ' 


| ‘Patch’ Bow in Mpls. 


Minneapolis, July 12. 
Dennis O’Keefe, Charles Co- 
burn and Ruth Warwick, who play 
the romantic leads in “The Great 
Dan Patch,” will come to Minnea- 
polis for personal appearances at 
its world premiere at the local 
State theatre July 20. The pre- 
miere will precede the regular en- 
gagement at the house and tickets 
will be 
proceeds turned over to the North- 
west Variety club’s heart hospi- 
tal fund. 
Picture was produced by W. R. 
Frank, localite, who owns a large 
| theatre circuit in the territory. 





There have) 


$5 each, with the entire | 


Barbara Stanwyck’s next role 
will be in Metro’s ‘‘East Side, West 
Side,” with James Mason, Van} 


Heflin, Ava Gardner, Cyd Charisse 
and Mary Astor... Elmer Rhoden, 
Jr., head booker for Common- 
wealth circuit in the middle west, 
here huddling with Norman Siegel 
on promotion plans for forthcom- 
ing Par releases which are set in 
chain’s theatres ... “Blind Spot” 
is second Jack Skirball-Bruce Man- 
ning picture for RKO, rolling late 
this summer from script by Lionel 
Houser ... Warners tightened up 
shooting schedule on “Perfect 
Strangers” by blueprinting 70 
camera setups before lensing. Plan 
was worked out by Jerry Wald, 
Bretaigne Windust and Pev Marley 
... Frederic Frank will travel with 
Cecil B. DeMille when director 
goes out on road with Ringling 
Bros.-Barnum and Bailey 
Frank will help on the screenplay. 

Metro will shoot “King Solo- 
mon’s Mines” in Kenya Colony, 
Africa, in November, with special 
advance crew leaving here for 
| Mombasa next month. Sam Zim- 
| balist produces ... Jerry Bresler 


swinging over from U to Columbia | 


on new producer pact, with his first 
a documentary, “Day in the Life of 
a Detective” 
the directing assignment on Met- 


'ro’s sequel to “Mrs. Miniver” and | 


leaves for London Wednesday (13) 


| to prep Sept. 1 start ... Harry Joe | 


Brown and Mickey Rooney joining 
forces for a new indie production 
unit. First will be “‘Bashful Buc- 
/caneer,” which Brown shoots in 
| West Indies in late fall ... Paul 
| Nathan, talent exec for Hal Wallis, 
has been at Princeton, N. J. talking 
| with Sarah Churchill about film 
roles ... Audrey Meadows getting 
extensive tests at Warners for 
\femme lead with Milton Berle in 
\‘‘Always Leave Them Laughing.” 
| She left the Chi company of “High 
| Button Shoes” to come to Holly- 
| wood for the tests. 

_ Ed Gardner starts his “Pigsfeet 
.in Paris,” his first independent 
film, in Puerto Rico within the next 
|three months... Myrna Dell 
|walked from the cast of 20th’s 
| “Turned Up Toes” when studio ex- 

ecs wouldn’t give her a dressing 


room on the sound stage. She was | 


replaced by Marion Marshall . Ao 
|Jack Saper, Hal Wallis’ business 
manager, on his way to Rome to 
| Work with producer on start of 
September.” Joan Fontaine and 
Cotten, co-stars, leave 





|Aug. 1... Metro closes down its 
cartoon department July 16 for two 
| weeks to give all department's em- 
_ Ployees their annual vacations. 
New equipment will be installed 
while workers are absent. 

Ken McEldowney, prexy of Ori- 
ental-International Films, wingin 
back to Calcutta via Tokyo an 
Saigon after quick visit to Holly- 
“hee ape ne details for 

e River,” which he pr i 
India this fall. ae 
| weeks... Robert Soderberg draws 
Scripting assignment on RKO’s “A 
| Woman’s Place,” after winding u 
| scribbling of “Bed of Roses”... i 
Carrol Naish makes his first screen 
/appearame without makeup in 
three years in Metro’s “The Knife” 


| ...Erich von Stroheim, finished in| 


Boulevard,” | 
sails from N. Y. for Paris July 22) 


Paramount’s “Sunset 


to make three pix in France.. 
‘John Ford brings John McGuire 


| back to films in 20th’s “Front and | 


Center.” Player has been Lieu- 
tenant Commander in the Navy for 
the past five years. 

John H. Auer contracted as pro- 
ducer-director at Republic for an- 
other year, his fourth with that 
studio Maureen O’Hara moves 
over to U from 20th Aug. 1 on her 


second loanout to the Valley lot for | 


/ co-starring role with MacDonald 
Carey in “The 


'““Woman of Distinction,’ starring 


Circus. | 


... H. C. Potter draws | 


He returns in four | 


Bowie: Story”... | 


| Rosalind Russell and Ray Milland 
_before the cameras at Columbia 
| this week. Edward Buzzell directs 
|Buddy Adler produces. ..“‘Chiid 
City,” John Nesbitt Metro short 
,about the Moose children’s home 
at Mooseheart, Ind., will be preem-. 
ed at the Loyal Order of Moose 
convention in Frisco Aug. 14 

John “Skins” Miller, veteran vauqd- 
er, doing choreography on comedy 


dance routine for Bob Hope in 
Paramount’s “Where Men Are 
Men.” 


Charles Drake’s first role under 


his new term contract with Uni- 
versal is second male lead in 
“Story of Molly X” RKO rolled 


“Reluctant Romeo” Monday (11) 
Gil Lamb starrer... Carl Foreman 
back with Stanley Kramer Produc- 
tions, in which he’s a partner, tg 
screenplay “‘The Men” after wind- 
ing his scribbling assignment on 
Warners’ “Young Man With a 
Horn’”’. 


Detroit Exhibs Sound 
| Off on Sagging Biz 
Detroit, July 12, 

Detroit’s most torrid weather in 
a score of years has film exhibitors 
blowing off steam at sagging busi- 
ness. 

Dave Idzal, Fox manager. sum- 
med up most of the comments by 
saying: “Business is off consid- 
erably. It’s hurt the neighborhoods 
more than the downtowns.” 

Idzal said his new summer stage 
policy, which went into effect two 
weeks ago with the Frankie Carle 
band, had been hurt by the heat. 
“The Carle show pulled in good 
crowds, but they didn’t reach the 
numbers we had expected. It was a 
little disappointing, and it’s the 
weather’s fault.” 

Other exhibs stressed that the 
hottest spells have come on week- 
ends, causing just that much more 
damage at the b.o. But, despite all 
the gloom, a few pix, like ‘“Sor- 
rowful Jones,” have done swell biz, 
which caused one big exhib to com- 
ment: 

“Give us pictures like ‘Sorrowful 
Jones’ and heat or no heat we'll do 
good business.” 


‘Waldorf’ Sequel 








Metro’s “Weekend at the Waldorf” 
will be held on the Coast shortly. 
| Ted Saucier, publicity director for 
the Waldorf-Astoria, is in Holly- 
wood now on a combined business 
and pleasure trip to confer with 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr., and other 
M-G execs on the contemplated se- 
quel. 

Saucier accompanied by his wife 
expects to remain on the Coast for 
four weeks. 


16m Take 


Continued from page ¥ 


ventional 35m pix. United King- 
dom contributes some 15“o of over- 
seas narrow-gauge revenues against 
its trational 60% ratio of 35m coin. 

Second best market is Brazil, 
which turns in some 10% of the 
entire overseas take. Latino coun- 
try is trailed by France, which has 
the largest number of 16m outlets 
in the world, while contributing 
only 5% of the total take. 

In a pattern hit during past few 
years, seven majors (all but United 
Artists) are distributing on their 
own in every country but Brifain. 
|In latter market, companiés with 
| the exception of Metro have beet 
| grooving 16m prints through fran- 
| chise holders. 
| First in the field and the most 
_active to date is Metro. Secon 
largest is RKO, with Columbia, 
Warner Bros., Universal, 20th-Fox 
and Paramount following in that 
order. Par and 20th have only re 
| cently started their operations. 
| Companies have run into few | 
any complaints from their regular 
35m customers. They are rigidly 
adhering to a.policy of fixing cleat 
ances and selling only to those out- 
lets with a comparable admission 
scale. 
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Confabs on a proposed sequel to | 
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dKobak: AllIndustry Consultant — 
E ry Lonsultant tup Involving $9,000,000 
e | ! | ’ ’ 
I If the plans of Ed Kobak, former president of the Mutual net- 
e work, materialize, he will become the first major all-industry radio “it. r4 
1 consultant and advisor. Kobak, Who went Into the consultation ] Ings ase y eaver xif 
y business following his exit from MBS, with Mutual as his initial 
n client, has already made overtures to the other networks with the © — 
e view toward expanding his role as a big-league freelance consultant The talent uni : aE ] - ie _ seeguation Gs iyivener 
in thrashing out industry problems. In addition, Kobak, it’s under- | notably the act peng hee =e <j Whi ) [{ at) Weaver as director of radio- 
rc stood, has also made some representations to the NAB. i i aa "genoa ee ee hite Paper | TN eat — & oe . head 
i. dly enough, the radio industry, despite its nearly 30 vears’ eH ReMi. e alarmed rryee = up 3C’s video operation, has re- 
on ‘of influence in the communi¢ silaees picture, has Mod had a ripe Bona to ecto ; er : On 4 hithe ‘ Mutual oben A v eyes involving the 
d ’ topflight consultant to step into the breach on legislative matters. rein the e . es ot them by agency's $9.000.000 General Foods 
employment ranks The ‘ a billings cream account in. the 
', etc. , full impact set in las eke I: rank W hite 
n It’s known that Kobak, since his Mutual checkout, has had prop- where it was est: nt swan ee kend, = house . 
c= ositions from various out-of-radio corporations to step in on a high liam Sweets ets gr ge Wil- (President, MBS ) It was fairly well established in 
5 management level, but apparently the ex-MBS aagee white te ett f yg honed pedi arel : i oo “aswontg that a oa aero time 
j. 1" ey ae H . , or . ae . Ae ‘ - ‘ as been more i istresse a 
i establish his niche permanently within the industry. _ Ta resign as director of ““Gangbusters”’ the auasaeaais ot mie Gees pee 
a bee and “Counterspy” because of spon- | One of the Many Editorial Features nating from Y & R, including the 
’ « sorship pressure put on package In the 4th Annual Danny Thomas show, “Mr. Ace & 
Looks L e ll in avor of NBC cre ketone i En, Aap Radio-TV Jane” and Jack Carson, latest of 
unions, American Federation of . . the programs to, get the heave. All 
Radio Artists, the Radio Directors || Review & Preview Number |/io14° the Y&R flops on behalf of 
Z 0) Ni h M S A i ele _e earl got the oan hfs aeons of GF accounts are reported to have 
rte lemselves to the possible LARIET? represented a time and talent out- 
il ig itime pace Val abilities repercussions and gangup on those ARIETY lay of some $5,000,000 over the past 
n inked with Commie-tainted ac- Out This Month three seasons, resulting in a situa- 
‘S When CBS board chairman Wil-+ tivity and held “suspect.” The tion where Weaver was practically 
a liam S. Paley grabbed off the ‘ ‘ executive council of the N. Y. local “persona non grata” as far as the 
cream radio talent for the Colum- Ode toa Cable-Less of the RDG has already blasted the ° * GF radio hierarchy was concerned. 
1- bia roster, it was on the premise re . i Sweets incident in a sweeping reso- Dentifrice Bu S Some quarters maintained that 
'y that everything else would fall into Station lution. y | ¥ & R lucrative GF biz (the ap- 
1- line. precipitating a rush of clients » . he revelation that George proximate $9,000,000 channeled 
Is : to fill all the open time segments. v ene) . and Marx Loeb have | into the agency represents all me- 
| Actually, the score today—on the J { sensed Bote J y ont with Lord to take over the Burns & Allen ; dia) was in jeopardy. 
e | basis of time availabilities for next sia sen directorial assignments on the two On the other hand, it’s known 
0 fall—runs somewhat counter to ie ek a shows vacated by Sweets that Everard Meade, who succeeds 
M that thinking, a situation stemming . en the stanzas return in the fall, Weaver in the Y & R radio-TV di- 
t. largely from recent advertiser cut- Another byline feature in the las posed a problem for the Radio A 15G P k rectorship, has the complete bless- 
d backs. Directors Guild, which held an off- S ac age ings of the General Foods camp. 
e Conversely, NBC, in the face of 4th Annual the-record meeting Monday (11) to It’s recalled that, in seeking a suc- 
a the top talent exodus, has a Radio-TV determine what possible stand, if CBS yesterday (Tues.) came Cessor to the Goodman Ace show, 
1€ brighter sales picture to present to : ‘. pany, 3 could take to combat the through with a double-edged pro- Weaver pitched up Henry Morgan 
its affiliates, with only a half of the Review & Preview Number | scheduled all-out drive against the gram sale coup, not only taking to the client, with Meade, Weaver's 
ne number of CBS 30-minute night- of Reed Saeees. Many within the Burns & Allen off the “avail- assistant at the agency, favoring 
ie, time segments open for sponsor- | R G ranks were particularly dis-| ability” rack, but at the same time the CBS house-built “My Favorite 
re ship. ‘ARIETY tressed at Zachary’s stepping into enticing new business into radio Husband.” Weaver was rebuffed 
all The score, as of today, reads: m2 the Lord breach and taking on the; B & A have been sold to Block Py the client, however, on the Mor- 
r= CBS, with 11 half-hours for sale Out This Month _ ex-Sweets assignment, in view of Drug Co., on behalf of its new) 84" proposal, with GF finally 
iz, between the hours of 7 and 11 p.m.; fnvedl standing as a member of the| Ammi-Dent dentrifice. Veteran | Stinging along with Meade on ac- 
n= NBC, six half-hours for sale within boveng: national committee and his comedy team goes into the Wed-  4U!sition ot the CBS property. 
the same time brackets. | Volce In spearheading Guild activ-| nesday night at 10 period on a 
‘ul Actually, seven 30-minute e . a él of ais saa Columbia, thus making for a three- 
do stretches show up on the NBC G ‘ilde sie within each of the way parlay of Groucho Marx, Bing ocumentar 
roster, but the deal now looks set | Guilds confess that they’re frankly Crosby and B & A. Teeoff date 
for Blatz beer to move into the e beer loss how far to go, recognizing | js Sept. 21. | 
Thursday 9:30 p.m. niche with rge 00 yon to invite a showdow n on Client, new to radio, is buying 
“Duffy’s Tavern.” Also, NBC has | ’ 3 : aah o hay L topic would in-/the full web facilities. Price re- ll 0 a t 
to a hand-shaking agreement for the . evitably by it all three unions wide | ported paid to CBS for the show is | ° ° . 
ft takeover of Friday night at 8:30 by ‘ open, an ge additional per- | $15,000 a week. That’s exclusive | . Be 
ly. a client currently on CBS. No- é or XC usiveé am. re a. — they want | of time. | ABC network has started initial 
or body's tipping ‘anything about it. | be Pe old, ye resiise that a do | CBS grabbed off B & A under research for an «embitious docu- 
ly but it’s all set for the signaturing. wy a ‘ nothing attitude would be an open | an exclusive contract, with a mentary scheduled for airing 
: sag t's now ABC that’s moving into | invitation to the “pressure” insti- | \.., f . — 4 either in September or October 
Ss That would leave NBC with five dewey ; :  \eabeee te move | st | weekly guarantee, following can- I or October to 
ith half-hours, upping CBS’ availabili- | the bigtime talent picture vidVari- scale’ AFR tego eae oo cellation of their NBC Thursday be built around America’s No. 1 
er ties to 12. _ations of the deals initiated by CBS | yy a committee eget: gl eg ‘set | night show by General Foods. headline grabber: the question of 
e- Columbia open periods include: | a? a " tiated. | aoe : peone Sr ae loyalty. ABC says it will pour 
pen pe ‘and carried over into NBC think-| ation. The N. Y. council of RDG he s: i 
Sunday, 10:30 to 11; Tuesday, 9:30. Steal, aeaiiee aia . er the same amount of coin and ef- 
ife to 10; Wednesday, 10:30 to 11; Fri- '"*: eneniek if eh ‘klist | al alaaialia Bob Montgomery For fort into this one as it did with 
or day, 9:30 to 11; Saturday, 7 to 7:30;| Deal was set for inking late yes- a 1e acklist. be last season's “Communism: U.S.A.” 
8:30 to 9; 10 to 11. |terday (Tues.) whereby ABC would Background ‘Non-Controversial’ Gab The “loyalty” documentary will 
NBC: Sunday, 6:30 to 7: 10:30 to grab off the “Ozzie and Havriet” In piecing the bits together, }embrace such prominent incidents 
11; Monday, 10:30 to 11; ‘Tuesday, Situation comedy. Show _ was those close to the scene of opera- Sh E d B Le H t as the Hiss and Coplon cases; the 
8 to 8:30; Friday, 8 to 8:30. “’ | dropped recently by International | tion see the origin of the “black- OW Lye Dy LEE MalS overall concept of the House Un- 
Silver in a cutback on the com- (Continued on page 34) Lee Hats, which is dropping American Activities Committee, 
pany's advertising appropriation. ys enti. en, ae Oe den a the “Hollywood 10, the pitting of 
ood S onso Ozzie Nelson is currently in N. Y. | Old G ld Sh ° AM Figen on re apg Rey Rep. Thomas against David Lil- 
ng- D rs to wrap up final details, which in- | 0 aving . ug. ie iemeene: elie lopping tor — or some other. national 
er- volves a guarantee similar to the | ‘ ’ a “non-controversial” gabber, and "oak a atch 
ast ° e e |deal CBS’ William S. Paley made Amateur Hour to 45 'may pick up Robert Montgomery. . Ro — — web's veepee 
" | Still Like R d stages Dray nye Ny AS : ° ° Jack Wyatt, radio-TV director of pn is ear Meee 
iil i a 10 in turn taking the rap on finding M ABC Shif the Grey Advertising agency, which °°‘ iS : A —— 
the |a bankroller. , inutes in ; t takes over the Lee account from syed aging , eo have 
8 : Regarded as one of the healthy Show was last priced at $13,000 Old Gold is moving its AM ver-| William H. Weintraub Sept. 1, is Sen Sana ee ad a 1€ web 
nas ' signs for fall radio billings is the gross. including agency commis- sion of the “Original Amateur now in London negotiating wit! serosa gg SO ‘eal at il og kick- 
ets decision of Quaker Oats to climb sion, but ABC says the guarantee Hour” out of the Wednesday 8 to 9 the film actor, who is working on a peewee Boy: a at h — = 
ing back on the ABC bandwagon after is “under $11,000.” stretch on ABC and installing it in British film. os eee penal —_" will 
& summer layoff. QA wanted to anal jthe Thursday at 9 period on the ABC stands to gain by the deal, sce 
a reevaluate the advertising media |same network. But the client has inasmuch as the new Lee show ‘ . ; 
ted picture, debating whether to scram CY PITTS QUITS Y&R | decided to shave off 15 minutes, will probably go to the web. Lat- Sleeping Pills Traffic 
eir network programming in favor ot with result that, effective on the ter also keeps the Pearson stanza, 
i a: a Us amet on eews- T0 JOIN TED ASHLEY switchover date, July 28, it be- for which Adam Hats has signed To Get WOR (N.Y.) Ai in 
ith Papers and mags. Last week it ; comes a 45-minute format. Net an 18-month non-cancellable con- oe Ir g 
pen cast an affirmative vote for radio's Cy Pitts has resigned as super- result means a 15-minute loss in tract via Weintraub. Lee is mov- WOR, N. Y., is prepping a docu- 
an- Potency, visor of radio and tele programs billings to ABC ey ing all its ad business to Grey, mentary expose on the sleeping 
As result Quaker Oats is re- 24 the talent department at — Just where the TV version of which is now handling Disney Hats, pills racket, using wire-recorded 
ost buying the Peter Donald “Talk Youns & Rubicam, to join the Ted ‘Amateur Hou winds up has still one of its divisions. interviews with seduatives-addicts 
ond Your Way Out of This” for a Ashes office on Monday 418). to be determined. Old Gold likes * at flop houses and mental institu- 
bia, three - times - a- week afternoon Pitts will work on production and CBS’ offer of Monday night 10 to IRVING BRECHER WEST: tions. Health officers, U. S. Food 
Fox showcasing. Client bankrolled the Management of artists and pro- 11, but cant get full station clear- ? and Drug Commission staffers and 
hat shou for a stretch this past sea- grams including Tex and Jinx Me- ance Web has been ag 00 agape BOTH ‘RILEYS’ LOOK SET narcotics squad reps were surveyed 
re- son. It also had a kid show on Crary, “The Goldbergs, Raymond the bankroller to move in fas —01 on details of the sleeping pills 
Mutual. Peet, ee oe ae ' rag a if. the ‘lends CRS Irving Brecher plans returning traffic. 
a ee , . ste “EG *s spa.’ “Mr. I. or nothing le Mi ay Ub, eienen a : - war rr fo enrintt 
el agp gre is the es el ic deal falls through. OG may decide to the Coast this weekend when he oad ware Merrill is scripting. 
idly “tood family”——Pillebury Four “At Y&R Pitts supervised pro- to stay put on DuMont or Invite wij! make his decision about the H § b ( b 
par- to expand its programming next grams for Borden's. General Elec- bids from other — title role player in the video ver- aymes u S ros y 
put- Season, buying 45 minutes of late ''¢ General Foods and Packard. ee >t sion of “Lite of Riley.” That's Hollywood, July 12. 
jon afternoon cross-the-board time fo! —___—___—_—_—_—— Don Quinn S NBC Deal slated to kick off Oct. 4. Dick Haymes has been set to re- 
House Party” and Galen Drake B tt r Pickin’s | i The regular William Bendix AM place Bob Crosby on “Club 15” 
ete ; Hollywood, July 12 series resumes Oct. 7. Both are radio show this fall. Stanza 





return, 








Wilson for a 


Naughton and Ward 


Ed Downes, director of “Against 


Zubicam production staff for sev- 
eral years. \ 


Don Quinn has signed a term 


for Pabst Beer, and both outlets 


continue writing “Fibber.” iis yacationing east. , 


. 


| Season, , 


sponsored by Campbell Soups, airs 


o 
} Baker Revives Beetle the Storm.” across-the-board half- contract with NBC giving the net- via NBC. Bendix will originate over CBS web five days weekly. 

Hollywood. July 12 ‘hour daytime series on Mutual, work first call on his services and from Hollywood but, until the Haymes will head the program 

Phil Baker ts seviving his quits the assignments Aug. 1 to go such programs as his recently kinescope is improved the rV handling the 15-minute stint each 

Comedy show of earlv radio, with into the fruit-growing and whole- auditioned The Halls of Ivy series will stem from New York. day. Andrews Sisters will assist 
Beetle and Bottle — po stooges. sale business in Ashtabula,“O. _— Quinn has written — Fibber & This will necessitate the package on Monday, W ednesday and Friday 
Baker is negotiating with for- sefore becoming a freelance di- Molly” since its inception. _ producer shuttling between both and Modernaires and Evelyn 

Mer comedy aides Harry Mc- rector he was with the Young & NBC deal doesn’t affect his coasts. Meantime | Alan Lipscott, Knight join Haymes on Tuesday 

: ; Be ar status with the Jordans and he'll scripter on “Riley” ‘AM version), and Thursday throughout the 
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‘LOVE "EM & LEAVE ’EM’-TYPE LEAVES 





AUDIENCE COLD ON MYSTERIES: SCHWERIN 


(Second in a series dealing with | 
the Schwerin System’s findings on | 
each of 17 leading types of pro-| 
grams and commercials in what is 
probably the most comprehensive 
effort yet made in qualitative radio 


research. ) 





In the opening article of this 
series, the five basic elements that 
have again and again proved vital 
to the success of programs were 
named and defined. In this and 
the remainder of the chapters in 
the series, the application of this 
important quintet of principles— | 
Familiarity, Approach, Mood, Em- 
phasis and Direction—will fre- 
quently be apparent. 

This chapter takes up mystery 
programs. As with all other main 
types, the Schwerin System has 
gathered a vast body of findings 
on whodunits in the course of some | 
1,100 tests of shows of all kinds. | 

The greatest importance of the | 
rule of Familiarity in connectio 
with mysteries comes in cases 
where a name personality is to/| 
play the detective role. When the | 
part is a new one, previous fa- 
miliarity with the actor is most im- 
portant. Sometimes, though, both 
fictional character and actor have 
previously been well known, and 
there is a double problem. 

When the actor is wellknown 
and the character jis new, the prob- 
Jem centers around taking fullest 
advantage of audience familiarity 
with the actor and not giving the 
character traits that will violate 
the mental image listeners have 
formed of the actor. Schwerin 
tested a mystery built around a 
wellknown film and_ stage star 
noted for his sophisticated roles. In 
the part given him, whenever he 
was given “love ’em and leave ’em”’ 
romantic affairs, liking went down. 
Whenever he was given scenes in- 
volving violent physical action and 
gunplay, liking went down. When 

he was handed more serious ro- 
mantic interest, and when he 
handled criminals more suavely, in- 
terest was high. The latter char- 
acteristics fit the audience’s con- 
ception of this star. 
The Mood of Mysteries 

Also at the heart of any crime 
show’s success lies the mood it cre- 
ates. The most effective mysteries 
are the ones that have the best de- 
fined moods, and that commit the 
fewest mistakes in violating mood. 
A few examples of typical ways in 
which Schwerin has found the 
mood of mysteries being violated 
will be of most interest here. 

One common fault is not provid- 
ing authentic backgrounds. This 
has turned up particularly in 
Schwerin’s tests when the setting 
is supposed to be a foreign or 
otherwise exotic locale. Often a 
writer will work on the assumption 
that he can stimulate’ interest 
simply bY mentioning that his story 
takes place in Rio, Shanghai or 
Cairo. Such is not the case. Audi- 
ences want authentic details pro- 
vided in these stories; they also 
want the music and even the sound 

(Continued on page 32) 


Dennis Upped as WHB 
Goes on a Sales Spree; 
Greiner’s Creative Slo 


Kansas City, July 12. 

Ed Dennis, longtime salesman, 
was made sales manager of WHB, 
according to an announcement last 
Saturday (9) by Don Davis, presi- 
dent of the station. Dennis has 
been a member of the WHB sales 
staff since 1931. 

Appointment virtually creates a 
new position at WHB, as Davis has 
heretofore included the sales man- 
ager’s duties among his other 
chores. He will continue to be ac- 
tive in sales, particularly on na- 
tional accounts. The sales force re- 
cently was enlarged to five men, 
including Dennis, who will have 
charge of their activities, particu- 
larly on the local front. 

Davis also announced that Mori 
Greiner has been made client serv- 
ice manager, a position the station 
hasn't filled for several years. His 
job will be to create new commer- 
cial program ideas and to supervise 
commercial copy. Greiner has been | 
editor of Swing, WHB’s pocket size 
bimonthly mag, and he will con-. 
tinue to put out, the, hook. , 


| 


| 





NBC Knows Her Mikes 


Chicago, July 12. 


While sauntering along 
Clark st., an NBC engineer 
noticed a second-hand furni- 
ture store displaying micro- 
phones that looked  suspici- 
ously like NBC property. Fur- 
ther checkup clinched the 
act. 

WMAQ newscaster Len 
O’Connor rushed _ recording 


equipment to the place just as 
the police arrived to nab the 


culprit, a network mainte- 
nance man. O’Connor had a 
scoop for his p.m. newscast 


with a play-by-play account 
of the event. 


Ford's 1006 Radio | 


| 











| Races,” 


Series for Canada 


Toronto, July 12. | 
While American radio may be 
crying the biues about ‘‘Ford Thea- 
tre’s’”’ decision to go teevee next 
season, motor-makers are jumping 
into Canadian radio field with the 
most important sponsored drama 
series ever undertaken in this 
country. With a reported $100,000 
budget, apart from publicity cam- 
paign costs, new “Ford Theatre” 
series here, under agency aegis of 
Cockfield-Brown, Toronto, will pre- 
sent a full season of 39 weekly | 
drama programs, commencing Oct. | 
(Fridays, 9-10 p. m.) over 42 
trans-Canada stations of the Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting Corp. 
Producer-director is Alan Sav- 
age, one of Canada’s toppers in) 
that line and former head man of 
“The Jolly Miller Show,” “L for 
Lanky” and “Canadian Theatre of 
the Air.” Musical director of the 
28-piece orchestra is Lucio Agos- 
tini. “Ford Theatre” entry also 
gives Canadian acting talent their 
biggest break in this country’s radio , 
history. Also, as much original 
Canadian-written material as pos- 
| sible will be used in series of 
dramas, romances and whodunits, 
but understood that U. S. writing 
‘talent will have to be called upon 
for many of these one-hour adapta- | 
tions of stage plays, successful film 
‘and book adaptations, or radio 
originals. 





| 
| 


Jello Again! Willson 





| Back on Radio And 
Adds Tele for GF 


| Hollywood. July 12. 

| Meredith Willson dropped by 
General Foods last season, is com- 
ing back twice as strong for the 
same sponsor. They've bought him 
for both radio and television for 
brief summer spans but with prom- 
;ise of extended time in the fall. 


Starting Aug. 25 he takes over 
“The Aldrich” time slot for six 
i weeks, and come July 31 he starts 
|a four-week television run on NBC, | 
| both for the same product (Jello). 
He'll remain in New York to do the 
TV shows live and then hustle back 
here to start his abbreviated radio 
stanza. Latter program will be 
similar to his old format of music 
and monologistic wit, while for TV 
he’ll emcee a parade of talent and 
stand there with his piccolo spin- 
ning yarns about his old home 
town of Mason City, Ia. 


PHILIP MORRIS IN NBC 
SWITCH TO WED. IN FALL 


Philip Morris is cancelling out 
of the Tuesday night at 8 slot on 
NBC in the fall, preferring instead | 
the Wednesday night at 8 period 
on the same web. 

Ciggie company will make the 
switchover when the Ralph Ed-! 
wards “This Is Your Life’ show 
returns from its summer hiatus. 
Client’s “‘Hogan’s Daughter” re- 
placement currently holds down. 
the Tuesday time. | 

Wednesday niche has been made | 
available by Colgate’s cancellation 
of “Blondie,” sponsor giving up 
both show and time. ! 








KLZ Sports Editor 


GLEN MARTIN 





Whether it’s the Saturday 
“Sports Extra” or the “Midget Auto 
Glen Martin, one of KLZ’s 
top announcers, does the kind of 
brisk air job that makes KLZ a 
favorite with Rocky Mountain 
listeners, 


KLZ, Denver. 


Mrs. Schiff Asks 
For Non-Binding 
Okay on WB Deal 


Washington, July 12. 








Dorothy Schiff told the FCC 
yesterday (11) she will take a 
“heavy loss’ if the Commission 


does not approve by Aug. 1 her 
agreement to sell her California 


radio and television properties to | 


Warner Bros. Mrs. Schiff offered 
to accept an okay without binding 
the FCC to whatever action it may 
ultimately take regarding Warners’ 
qualificafions in the video station 
field. 

If the Commission should find 


that Warners are disqualified be- | 


cause of anti-trust violation, she 
said, the picture company “would 


have no legitimate complaint be- | 


cause the consequences would re- 
sult from its own actions.” 


she asserted, would also release 
Warners from their obligations, 
although they created the situa- 
tion. Deal includes sale of KLAC 
and KLAC-TV in Los Angeles and 
KYA in San Francisco. 

Mrs. Schiff told the Commission 
her newspaper in New York, the 
Post Home News, requires her full 
time and attention. She said that 
since the application to sell the 
properties has been filed, she has 
borrowed $950,000 from Warners 
toward the sale price of $1,045,000. 
Approximately $600,000 of the 
loans has been used for construc- 
tion of KLAC’s 5-kw. and TV con- 
struction permits and $350,000 to 
meet operating deficits. She dis- 
closed that the sale agreement 
provides that if the transfer is not 


approved by Aug. 1 the loans will | 
have to be repaid, that she is per- | 
sonally liable for repayment of the | 
approxi- | 


construction loans of 
mately $550,000 and, in the event 


of a sale to other than Warners, | 


for the $350,000 of loans to meet 
deficits. 

The agreement further provides, 
she said, that if the sale is ap- 
proved by Aug. 1 the loans will 
remain as obligations owing to 


Warners but she would not have. 
liability as guarantor and would | 


be entitled to receive the full pur- 
chase price, 
more than $100,000. She would 
also be entitled to repayment of 
sums she has personally loaned to 
KLAC for construction. 





From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Sam Moore has taken over direction of NBC’s “Hogan’s Daughter.” 
replacing Jack Mossman....Bill Rogers won announcer audition for 


“Brighter Day,” which Procter & Gamble is shifting from NBC to CRS 
_...Selvin Donneson, WWRL sales staffer, due back next week from 
San Diego business-vacation trip....Basch Productions has waxed jingle 
for Schenley’s Sweetheart Wine. Spots will start in southern markets 

WNEW’s Martin Block running contest for 25 best letters on “Why 
I Like Phonograph Records.” Winners will spend a day at RCA-Victor 
studios....WINS thrush Patsy Garrett completing week on N. Y. Palace 
vaude bill today (Wed.) ABC’s TV veepee, Bud Barry, getting hic 
sloop patched up after it capsized in the July 4 squall. Barry and his 
party were in Long Island Sound for 35 minutes before being rescued 

George Hayes, ABC announcer, left Saturday (9) for two weeks at 
Honey Harbor, Ontario Howard Merrill and wife, Toni Gilbert, leay- 
ing July 30 for two months in Europe. Scripter, who worked on ‘Sher. 
lock Holmes” for last 39 weeks, will visit London’s Baker Street, head- 
quarters of the fictional dick....Eldon Park, WINS manager, off to 
Bermuda for rest after hospitalization CBS program veepee Hubbell 
Robinson also to Bermuda for three weeks’ vacation, then to Coast for 
huddles with v.p. Harry Ackerman on fall AM-TV program schedule 

Werner Michel, chief of the CBS Documentary Unit, left Monday 





++ 





But | 
failure of the Commission to act, | 


plus adjustments of 

















Minsky Mink 


Hollywood, July 12. 

FM in these parts can in- 
dulge no such luxuries as 
mink coats on_ its giveaway 
shows, but KFMV worked out 
a cheaper substitute, yet with 
mink, 

To stimulate dialing to Fan- 
chon Devoe’s program with a 
furrier as guestar, mink-coated 
blotters were mailed on re- 
quest, 


(11) for five weeks in Europe to study Berlin radio for the U. §S, 
Military Government. 

| Shirley Blane and hubby Jimmie Lipton left Friday (8) for two-week 
junket to the Coast ABC exec v.p. Bob Kintner and wife expecting 
their second child around end of the month....Horace Braham into 
“Fat Man” Friday (15) Treva Frazee added to “Life Can Be Beauti- 
ful”. ...Rosemary Rice on “Second Mrs. Burton”... .Toni Bliss, assist- 
ant producer on ABC's “Piano Playhouse,” is in Stamford Hospital 
recovering from intestinal operation....Janet Johnston has replaced 
| Agnes Cody as WINS’ executive secretary Steve Carlin, former 
NBC and Philips Lord script editor, who is now redoing old RCA- 
Victor releases into new albums, leaves Thursday (14) for Hollywood 
and Frisco. His wife, thesper Peggy Sanford, will accompany him 
Joshua Shelley new to the cast of “Lora Lawton”... .Joseph Keen joins 
“Backstage Wife” players. 

Galen Drake taking time out from his WCBS programs for physical 
checkup, after which he'll take his first vacation in five years. Roger 
Bennett is pinchhitting Following broadcast of ABC's “Stop the 
Music” Sunday (17), vocalist Kay Armen will plane to the Coast for 
10-day hiatus WCBS’ Dick Swift and Jack Sterling back vesterday 
(12) after fishing trip at Moosehead Lake, Me., as guests of Guy Gannett, 
| owner of WGAN, Portland Maurice Zolotow signed by CBS to script 
the interview spots on the web’s “This Is Broadway” show Jack 
Lloyd, currently vacationing in Hollywood, is combining business with 
pleasure by appearing on local shows there, including *‘Cisco Kid,’ 
| “Junior Miss” and “NBC University Theatre”... ..It’s a boy, their fourth, 
for the Larry Menkins, 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 





George Allen, CBS western program director, started his 25th vear in 
radio last week and he looks ahead to a few more fruitful years on the 
AM circuit....Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis dug in on the home 
grounds after gracing the Gotham niteries and microphones since April 
19....NBC has removed wine accounts from the verboten list, business 

_ being what it is, and will hustle the grape growers for its managed and 
| operated stations....Jim Patterson of the Thompson flackery went for 
an appendix snatching Jerry Fielding, who will front the orchs for 
Groucho Marx and ‘Life of Riley,’ did baton duty on the Jack Paar 
audition at NBC....Moppet Michael Chapin had to cancel out on three 
shows when the mumps rendered him hors du combat Howard 
Meighan of the CBS brass section around for a few days but refused to 
admit it had anything to do with his reported takeover of the western 
division from WCAU-Philly-bound Don Thornburgh....Col. Carl Craw- 
fordolded his Call Club, phone service for AFRANS, after 12 years 
Ken Hinks, Lux account exec for Thompson, making one of his 
| periodic calls on Cornwall Jackson to talk over Lux Radio Theatre's 
| upcoming 16th season....Garry Moore taped his last show for Ever- 
|Sharp and after five-city tour with Movie Star Baseball Series for 
charity moves on to N. Y. to generate some interest in himself for next 
_season....Glenhall Taylor passing three weeks at the Ayer home of- 
fice, leaving Chet Brouewer to run the Hollywood office in his absence 
|... Jimmy Saphier set up “Pibby Houlihan,” Irish family comedy, for 
_ABC television. Arthur Shields going east to play the lead and scripts 
_will be fashioned by George Corey and Ruby Sully....Whitey Ford 
‘flew up from Nashville for a guest shot with Eddy Arnold, so while he 
_was here Arnold took him on a tour of service hospitals where he has 
been entertaining the bed-ridden war vets. 

Frank Worth taking over as conductor-composer of NBC's Richard 

| Diamond show starring Dick Powell. 


'IN CHICAGO ... 


WBBM switched to new time of Sun. at 4 p.m., an hour later 
Walt Schwimmer in Sun Valley on vacation....Fred Gordon new an- 
nouncer at WHE4, Rock Island, Ill.....WGN farm director Hal Totten 
back from conference at Ithaca, N. Y.....WBBM has added Bob Grant 
as announcer.... Patsy Lee of Breakfast Club to Coast for vacation. . 
WGN starting a new giveaway show for Goldblatt’s Stores July 18, 
with emcee Hank Grant making the phone calls....Singer Nancy Dono- 
van joined Breakfast Club this week (Mon.)....Wendell Muench agency 
handling Toffenetti Time record show via WMOR....Tommy Bartlett 
threw a farewell party for ABC staff with paid vacations for every 
staffer working on Welcome Travelers show, which switched to NBC 
this week... Don Herbert, co-producer of It’s Your Life show, to Coast 
with wife Maraleita Dutton of the flack firm....WBBM disker John 
McCormick a judge of beauty contest at Chi Railroad Fair... WTMJ 
disk jocks Gordon Thomas and Al Buettner held a string gathering 
conftst for Milwaukee listeners with nearly 1,000 lbs. of string gathered 
Harold Stark, after two years with WGN, joined WBBM as a staff 
announcer Jeanne Calhoun, Mutual trafficker, in Dayton, O., for 
visit....General manager Les Johnson of WHBF, Rock Island, in On- 
tario, Can., for rest Baritone Gunnar Granquist of Milwaukee mak- 
ing Mutual debut on Chi Theatre of the Air July 16....Mark Russell 
appointed producer of “The Chicagoans” via WBBM....NBC prexy 
| owen Trammeli in town huddling with veepee Chick Showerman an 
Ted Jardine of J. Walter Thompson agency....Singer Bob Lee audition- 
ees a new type disk show sans music. 
IN WASHINGTON ... 


| 

|. Nine German broadcasters toured town’s stations past week in a 
| junket under joint sponsorship of State Dept. and Columbia U rhe 
Charles Collingwoods mulling a “Mr. & Mrs.” show. She's Louisé 


Albritton of the films; he’s CBS White House commentator, transferre 
here from Hollywood last fall... John Ball, record expert of WOL- 
Mutual, and owner of one of country’s largest private disk collections, 
|named* music edi:or of Pathfinder, national mews-magazine . !M€ 
2.000th consecutive broadcast of the “Nee Hour of Dreams.’ nightly 
“swec.y music over WMAL-ABC, will be marked by pre- 





from ABC préxy Mari, \\ vods, | 
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sentation of 4 special eii.tion to P. J. Nee Furniture Co., show's spomsels 
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IVEAWAYS REA 


Cantor Ponders on Comics 


Just 


pefore taking off a quickie Paris jaunt aboard the S. S. 


America on Saturday (9), Eddie Cantor got himself set on two 


radio sl 


and an NBC option deal. 


1ows—as emcee of the “Take It or Leave” Eversharp show 
And, in the midst of agency and general 


trade palaver, he got into a discussion on comedians 


His veteran 
monolog 


background naturally 
ists like Will Rogers, Julius Tannen, W. C 


touched on the yesteryear 


Kelly (“The 


Virginia Judge”), et al., and Cantor was moved to compare them 


to today’s crop. 
“In those years a 


comedian scored with every crack 


Each bon 


mot was a gem; if it didn’t hit it was refined until it did, or dis- 


carded. Today's comics are of another school 
, Zatling-gun type of gagsters who 


all of the same pattern—staccato 
preathlessly uncork dozens upon 


over 


hearsed ad libs, topical asides, and the like 


100 assorted nifties, throwaways, toppers, quips, jokes 


You'll note they're 


dozens ot cracks. They may total 
re- 


If they register eight 


or 10 yaks or boffolas they're satisfied, and seemingly so are the 


customers and the managements 


They're usually nitery type comics you'll note, talking fast, and 
sometimes they hit, more often they don’t. 
“Since there’s nothing wrong with that school, since it’s so-called 


‘modern,’ I guess there’s little 
not overlook the fact that of a g 
comedtans of not so long ago, we 
who, somehow, left greater impre 


need of comment. But I must 
reat durable school of memorable 
did have people like the following 
ss. And I’m wondering, therefore, 


only how the so-called present generation funsters will compare 


years hence as now do Bert Williams, W. C. 


Fields, Fannie Brice, 


Wilkie Bard, Frank Van Hoven, Jack Rose, Ted Healy, Harry 
Lauder, and so on.” 
SMES _ Lo 











ABC Launches 2-Way Drive for Ad 
Coin: Invites Soapers, Small Budgets 


In a two-pronged offensive tot 


jure advertising coin, ABC is re- 
laxing its ban on soap operas and 
gearing its sales and research or- 
ganizations to tap the budgets ot 


small and middle-sized manutac- 
turers. 
When the Blue network was 


split off from NBC and set up as 
ABC, it conducted a market sur- 
vey which showed little hope oi 
garnering business from soaper 
sponsors and at the same time put 
into effect a policy of barring the 
daytime serials. Last week, how- 
ever, a memo went out to the sales 
staff stating that the cliffhangers 
were now acceptable. ABC pro- 
rammers won’t build any wash- 


oard weepers of their own, but | 
if they can entice a bankroller who | 


has one into the fold, the bar is 
down. 

The web is also going all-out for 
the strategy outlined by Prexy 
Mark Woods, to bring into radio 
the thousands of smaller firms that 
have never used broadcast adver- 
tising because they feel it is too 
expensive. The new Kate Smith 
disk jockey show, which will start 
next month for two hours on Mon- 
day nights at 9, is particularly de- 
signed for these smaller com- 
panies. Quarter-hour periods are 
being offered at $750, plus time 
charges. 

“This means that an outfit can 
have a national program with a 
name star for a small cost,” ac- 
cording to Ted Oberfelder, adver- 
tising-promotion-research director. 
On this and other stanzas we've 


been able to get sponsors new to. 


radio, who used to have the mis- 
(Continued on page 34) 


CBS Saving $111,000 
ln Its Lopping Off Of 


‘You Are There’ Series 


CBS’ decision to lop off its am- 
bitious “You Are There” series, as 
Part of the web's overall retrench- 
Ment policy, will represent in itseli 
4 Saving of $111,000. That was the 
amount of coin poured into the 39- 
Week series last season, including 
Production costs, research and sal- 
aries of staffers assigned exclusive- 
y to the show. 

In addition to the axing of Rob- 
oi L. Shayon, who was No. 1 man 
n the overall production, the lop- 
off has also cued the exit of Mike 
Sklar and Irving Tunick, writers 
On show; Lorraine Dougherty, sec- 
retary and assistant to Shayon, and 

aurie Erskine, researcher. Show 
ad been scaled so ambitiously as 
9 require practically an organiza- 
on of its own, 

Davidson Taylor, CBS public af- 





fairs veepee, says it’s possible that | 


You Are There” may be brought 


ack In the fall as a once-a-month 
Showcase, 





After Surveying the TV 
Horizons 


Russel Crouse 


boasts 


‘There It Stands— 
Legit’ 
* * * 


an interesting byline feature in the 
4th Annual 


Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 
of 


LARIETY 


Out This Month 
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Chicago Papers 
Plan Charges On 


° @ e 
Special Listing 
Chicago, July 12. 

Ad directors of Chi newspapers, 
meeting the past weeks in 
hush-hush atmosphere, have de- 
cided to sock radio and television 
stations for special listings in their 
| daily logs, starting this fall. Sta- 
tions haven't been notified as yet, 
but the word has reached them 
through the grapevine, and they're 
reported sore about it. 


os 











two 


getting a bad deal, claiming the 
gravy train is over for radio and 
tele hasn't yet become a money- 
maker. They are pointing to the 
ad figures for the local newspapers 
as examples of why the decision 
‘looks “pretty greedy” on the part 
of the black-and-white boys. 

None of the papers has suffered 
in advertising, they say, especially 
the Trib, which is up a reported 
15°, and the rest, which range 
from a 2° drop to slightly larger 





losses. One radio spokesman sug- 
gested that the papers “do the 


same thing radio is doing to make 
money, i.e. trim expenses.” 

Rates charged the stations would 
be only for special listings, mean- 


ing bold face and enlargements, al- | 


though there was some talk as to 
whether all listings would be 
billed. Usual local display rates 
are expected to be followed. 

How this would affect stations 
which had special tieups with 
' newspapers remains to be worked 


out. Special listings are now be- 
‘ing given WGN and WGN-TV by 
the Tribune and WFMF(FM: and 


| WBKB by the Sun-Times. 


Station spokesmen think they're | 


CH FEVER STAGE 





—_—_——______. 


L-OUT WEB 
- NOW Ch 


In the face of the decision of the 


Federal! 


sion to 








Communications Commis- 
look the 


its initial 


other way, after 


warning to the industrv, 


the giveaway fever over the past 
couple of weeks has become hot- 


ter than the July temperatures 
On the basis of what’s been hap- 
pening—and what’s in store for the 


| fall—last season's telephonic give- 
| away whirl on CBS, ABC and NBC 
| Was just a 


warmup 

The telephone company has been 
burning up the coast-to-coast lines 
in the wake of a flock of new mara- 
thon entries, including NBC’s long- 
heralded Sunday “Hollvwwood Call- 
ing” hour program, which preemed 


last Sunday (10) (Trade gagsters 
opine that if Alexander Graham 
| Bell were alive and cut in for a 


| royalty, he’d be the the richest guy 
in the world) 

After generally lamenting the 
| fact that NBC chose to fight it out 
|}on the Sunday at 7 firing line by 
| pitting a non-creative giveaway | 
| stanza against the Jack Benny com- | 
| petition, CBS went them one better | 
and jammed through its 45-minute | 

cross-the-board “Spin to Win” 
| giveaway as summer replacements 
|for the Procter & Gamble and 
|Campbeil Soup hiatus periods. 
That adds up to nearly four hours 
a week of merchandizing payoffs 
tor the top marathon long-distance- 
calling session on the networks. 
Take Your Pick 

Fvidence of the increasing im- 
pact of the giveaway programming 
is reflected in the succession of 
moves that also finds 

ABC mulling extension of its 

“Stop the Music” Sunday night 
show to an hour and a quarter, with 
Walter Winchell’s sponsor, Kaiser- 


Frazier, planning to buy the addi- 
tional 15 minutes (9-9:15) as the 
/summer replacement for WW. 


“Strike It Rich” prepping a new 
feature for its fall return permit- 
ting for a grand pavoft ot $1,000,- 
000 in merchandise. 

ABC adding still another give- 
away to its long roster, with “add 
a Line,” a disk jockey quiz give- 
away variation which preemed last 

| week. 

, NBC, which once decreed a ceil- 
‘ing on the number of giveaways 
| (when it was still flying the SRO 
i colors), is 
“Break the Bank” off the ABC ros- 
ter as replacement ter “Dutty’s 
| Tavern.” 

| CBS’ 60-minute “Sing It Again” 
with its $50,000 jackpot, has been 
‘hot on the sponsorship trail the 
‘past three weeks. 

“Winner Take All.” currently 
heard as a 15-minute cross-the- 
board stanza on CBS. goes whole- 
‘hog and expands to a halt-hour 
Starting next Monday (18). 





Frisco Power Failure 
Stops ‘Stop the Music’ 
For 27-Minute Stretch 


San Francisco, July 12. 

A power failure Sunday (10) at 
the Pacific Gas and Electric Newark 
substation located in Frisco’s 
Lower Bay area really “stopped 
the music’’ when it cut that pro- 
gram and al! other major local 
stations off the air for a period of 
19 to 27 minutes starting at 4:36 
Pacific time. “Stop the Music,” 
over KGO (ABC), remained off ior 
20 minutes with William J. Hope, 
a salesman living in a Frisco 


| suburb, managing to get under the 


wire with a call from Bert Parks 
at 4:20 which resulted in his win- 
ning a film projector. 


—E } 





Oboler on ‘Voice’ 

Washington, July 12. 
U. S. State Department has re- 
quested permission from Arch 
Oboler to translate his radio 
dramas in the major _ foreign 
languages for transmission on 

“Voice of America” broadcasts. 
Oboler gave his okay to use any 
of plays published in several books 
of his selected works. j 


taking Bristol - Mvers | 


/ WBZ 





‘Senate Goes to Work on Webster, 


Subjecting Him to Hot 3d Degre 


Light Up the Drama 
Sez TV Director 
Mare Daniels 


An interesting byline feature 
in the 
4th Annual 
Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 


of 





VARIETY 


Out This Month 


Guedel’s 1-Man 
‘Americanizing 
Job in Europe 


John Guedel, whose radio pack- 
age enterprises include “People 
Are Funny,” the Groucho Marx au- 











dience participation show and 
“House Party,” returned to this 
| country over the weekend from 


| what, to all intents and purposes, 
was a 19-day vacation jaunt in 

Europe. 

Here’s what Guedel encompassed 
on his “vacation”: 

A deal with Radio Luxembourg, 
the commercial broadcasting oper- 
ation, whereby transcribed versions 
of “People Are Funny” and “House 
Party” will be-carried on 47 Lux 
stations, in four languages—Eng- 
lish, Italian, Spanish and French. 

A deal with a London baby car- 
riage factory to manufacture a 
new-type baby carriage for coun- 
tries on the Continent. 

Initiating a move to make Europe 
“popcorn conscious.” It involves 
popcorn concessions in 1,700 thea- 
tres in France, the Netherlands, 
Italy and England, as well as street 
sales. The corn will be grown in 
the south of France. Collaborating 

who currently resides in Nice while 
transcribing the Maurice Chevalier 
show for Mutual. 

While in Amsterdam and Lu- 
'cerne, Guedel negotiated via long 
distance the sale of “House Party” 
to Pillsbury Flour for an ABC 
afternoon showcasing. 


BOB HUDSON QUITTING 





| CBS FOR UNIV. JOB 


| Robert Hudson, for the last 


four 
| years CBS director of education 
| (both AM and TV), is quitting the 
| network about Sepi. 1, probably to 
become director of radio ot one 
of the major universities. Under 
the recent realignment of the CBS 
public affairs division under David- 
son Tavlor, he became assistant to 
Lyman Bryson. who was. shifted 
from a consulting to administra- 
tive status. 

Before joining the network, 
Hudson was director of the Rocks 
Mountain Radio Council. 


Flurry of Pink Slips 
Hits Hub Stations 


July 12. 

Fconomy wave has hit Hub ra- 
dio stations with a fturry of pink 
Slips handed out at WEEI and 
Six members of WEFI staff. 
ineluding personnel of production 
and sales departments were 
trimmed down. Others to feel tie 
axe were telephone operators and 
secretares, 

At WBZ, Rakov and his orch, 
which had already been cut from 
10 men to six, were handed a two- 
month layoff, the first in his many 

years there. 


Boston 


on this venture will be Sam Pierce, | 


they 


Washington, duly 12. 
proof 
Senate is 


needed that 
keep a 


If any was 


the going to 


watchful eye on the FCC, particu- 
larly on how it handles television, 
the hearing last week on the nomi- 
nation of Edward M. Webster tor 
a new term as Commissioner 
should have resolved all doubts. 
Webster is now temporarily off the 
Commission His term expired 
June 30 and he wall have to wait 
until the Senate Committee on In- 
terstate and Foreign Commerce 
acts on his’ confirmation Sen. 
Charles W. Tobey (R., N.H.), has 
more questions to ask him. 

Tobey got through a list of about 
290 questions to Webster at a hear- 
ing last Wednesday (6) which cov- 
ered a lot of territory. The Sen- 
ator, who is especially concerned 
that television isn’t monopolized 
by big interests, examined Webster 
closely on his concept of the “pub- 
lic interest.” He had the nominee 
backed against the wall, denying 
he could ever have made a state- 
ment that “manufacturers are the 
public, too” and explaining that 
the alleged remark probably result- 
ed from his belief that the broad 
industry front should be consid- 
ered in determining FCC policy. 

Tobey had Webster coming 
around to Committee criticism of 
FCC in his response to other ques- 
tions. He had the nominee saying 
he would like the Commission to 
go over its problems “more often” 
with the Committee, that he 
doesn’t hobnob with the manufac- 
turers (even to find out what 
they’re doing on color television), 
that he didn’t see how FCC policy 
on color “could have been geared 
to benefit RCA,” that he has been 
wondering whether the question of 
eligibility of motion picture anti- 
trust violators for television 
shouldn’t be handled by the De- 
partment of Justice. 

But the biggest concession. some 
members of the Committee, includ- 
ing Chairman Edwin C. Jobnson 


(Continued on page 32) 


2 Out of 5 Radio Actors 
Earn More Doing Outside 
Work, Sez Dept. of Labor 


Washington, July 12. 

Actors and singers are the poor- 
est paid of radio artists and the 
majority have to depend on earn- 
ings outside broadcasting for their 
livelihood. Two out of five get 
more a from other work than 
o from radio. So reported 

the Dept. of Labor today (Tues.). 
In its third report on a survey 
made last year in cooperation with 
AI'RA, the department found that 
one out of four radio actors made 
less than $1,700 in 1947, one out 
of two earned more than $4,000, 
and one out of four grossed over 
$10,300. Among singers one out 
of four grossed over $2,400, one out 
ot two over $4,800 and one out of 
four over $8,800. The ‘“‘median” 
earnings of actors was $4,000 and 
that of singers $4,800, the latter 





having greater regularity of em- 
ployment. 
Staff announcers, with greater 


regularity of work than actors and 
singers, earned from $3,200 up te 
$10,300. Freelance announcers 
made from $3,300 up to $26,200. 
But in these occupations also out- 
le earnings were important, a 
inall proportion making more 
from other work than from radio. 


Cleveland’s 8th Gets OK 


Cleveland, July 12. 

Civic Broadcasting, Inc. becomes 
this city’s eighth AM station with 
receipt of FCC okay. Organizers 
include Frederick Wolf, president 
ot the Cleveland Recording Co, 
Walberg Brown, musical director, 
WTAM-WNBK, Edward Sklenicka, 
William Hlavin, Major John R. 
Bennett and Emil Jelinek. 

Opening broadcast expected te 
come this November with studios 
in Cleveland Recording Co. 
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“When 


in Doubt, Leave It Out’ Basis 


For TV's First Self-Regulatory Code 


Hollywood, July 12. 

Television’s first self-regulatory 
eode, based on the cardinal rule 
of “when in doubt—leave it out,” 
has just been set up by the Tele- 
vision Producers Assn. here for 
submission immediately to the en- 
tire industry. Code is designed to 
atave off the current danger of out- 
side censors sticking their blue- 
noses inte TV and also to promote 
video fare as being universally ac- 
ceptable in American homes. 

Similar in its restrictions to the 
film industry’s Production Code 
but more stringent because of 
video’s more intimate impact, the 
blueprint will be presented to the 
TPA at a luncheon here Friday 
(15) by TPA prez Mal Boyd. Lat- 
ter will then fly to New York, Mon- 
day (17), to submit it to the In- 
dependent Television Producers 
Assn. in the east. Boyd declared 
that TPA, comprising Hollywood's 
indie TV package producers, are 
willing to work with any branch of 
the industry, including network 
chiefs, to get the code in operation 
as soon as possible. 

Need for such a standard of 
ethics has long been recognized in 
TV. Local censors in Pennsylvania, 
Ohio and Illinois have already at- 
tempted to establish jurisdiction 
over the medium and a law suit in- 
volving the Pennsy state board’s 
takeover of video films is now in 
litigation in Philadelphia courts. 
To date, the Television Broadcast- 
ers Assn., representing 
works and most stations, has ad- 
vised broadcasters that TV is still 
in too much of a developmental 
stage for a code to be practical at 
this time. TPA has advised its 
members to study both the film in- 
dustry’s standards and the “stand- 
ards of practice’ set down for 
radio by the National Assn. of 
Broadcasters and to follow their 
dictates as much as possible. 

Precepts 

Proposed TPA code states gen- 
erally that “no television program 
shall be produced which shall tend 
to lower the moral standards of the 
viewer, ridicule any law either 
natural, spiritual or man-made, or 
in any way violate the acceptable 
standards of good taste or tend to 
contradict the American way of 
living.” Specifically, the code deals 
with many of the same regulations 
set up by the film industry’s stand- 
ards, including tabus against stress- 

ing crimes against law or letting 
them go unpunished; any attacks 
on race and nationality, including 


(Continfied on page 36) 


INT'L SILVER BUYS TV 
‘THEATRE’; GOES TO CBS 


International Silver, which 
ankled radio at the end of “Ozzie 
& Harriet’s’ cycle on CBS last 
month, has decided to back “Silver 
Theatre” on CBS-TV this fall. The 
half-hour stanza will be aired Mon- 
day evenings at 8 p.m. 

“Silver Theatre” was a*summer 
replacement for “O&H” for two 
years as a dramatic show and one 
year aS a musical program. The 
televersion will be a dramatic 
series most likely starring Conrad 





Nagel, who was featured in the 
radio dramas. Agency is Young & 
Rubicam. 





D.C. Boxing Commission 
Asks TV Safeguards 


Washington, July 12 

To guard against the day when 
the whole audience will be watch- 
ing via television, the District 
of Columbia Boxing Commission 
asked Congress last week to guar- 
antee its cut for supervision of 
prizefights. The agency, which 
draws on gross receipts for ref- 
ereeing and other administrative 
expenses, requested that local 
regulations be amended to provide 
that receipts include not only ad- 
missions but proceeds from “radio, 
television and motion picture 
rights.” 

The District Commissioners in- 
formed Congress that increased 
use of television sets is becoming 
apparent in some of the boxing 
contests. “It is conceivable,” they 
said, “‘that contests may be held 
in the future where the only audi- 
ence is a television audience. It 
is believed that provision must be 
made for such an eventuality.” 


the net- | 


‘Cafe Society’ TV Package 


The Ted Ashley office and Bar- 
ney Josephson have packaged a 


| tele show titled “Cafe Society,” a 


combination situation comedy and 
| variety program featuring new tal- 


ent and stars who got their start 





: Buckeyes to Go TY 


Columbus, July 12. 

Ohio State University athletic 
officials announced last week that 
all six OSU home football games 
will be on television this fall, thus 
making the Buckeyes the third 
team in the Big Ten to allow video 
within the precincts of the stadium. 
Michigan and Northwestern are the 
only two which permit television at 
present. 

A spokesman for the OSU ath- 
letic department said the athletic 
board has approved television ar- 
rangement with WLW-C ‘(now on 
the air) and WBNS-TV (due Oct. 
1). Televising of the games has 
been held to these two stations be- 
cause of limited press box facilities. 

No station officials would com- 
ment because of sponsorship obli- 
gations. Richard Larkins, OSU’s 
athletic director, is out of the city 
on vacation, but his assistant ad- 
mitted the University’s television 
committee had been working on 
the subject for a month. 


Speed Actor Union 
Formula for TA 


Committee representing the east- 
ern actor unions may go to the 
Coast next week to confer with 





Screen Actors Guild and Screen | 


Extras Guild board members in an 
attempt to clarify the proposed 
setup for a joint administration of 
the TV performer field under a 
Television Authority. Whether the 
eastern group will go to Hollywood 
for the confabs or a film delegation 
come east will probably be decided 


at a meeting today (Wed.) of the | 


presidents’ committee of the actor 
unions. 
Nub of the situation is whether 


the screen unions are to be mem- | 


bers of the TA on an even basis 
with the other affiliates, or on a 
partnership arrangement. In the 
former case, all tele jurisdiction 
would be retained by. the TA, 
(Continued on page 36) 


‘KPIX’s Dumm Picks 
On Folsom’s Statement 





San Francisco. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


|at Cafe Society. 

Among the nitery’s alumni who 
would appear on the series are 
Jules Munshin, Betty Garrett, Lena 


' Horne, Jimmy Savo, Georgia Gibbs, 





| 


FCC’s UHF Opener Sets Up 2.245 TV 
Outlets; Big City Channels Unchanged 


a> 


+ Washington, July 19. 








CBS’ Capsule Opera Films 


First in a series of six capsuled 


Josh White, Imogene Coca and opera films financed by Jack Ben- 
iny’s Amusement Enterprises has 
| been earmarked for showing on 
'CBS television next Sunday night 
| (17). Opera will probably be “Wil- 


Zero Mostel. 





ABC-Hoffman 


716 Wrapup Of 
L. A. Grid Games 


Hollywood, July 12. 





Anent TV in Frisco £ 


' 


ABC has bagged the television | 


rights to the University of South- 
‘ern California-University of Cali- 
‘fornia in Los Angeles football 
'games for the debut of its local 
|outlet KECA-TV. Hoffman Radio 
|Corp. will sponsor the 11 home 
grid battles. Universities received 
| $77,000 for the package. 

Hoffman Radio put up $60,000 


}and $17,000 came from the ABC | 


till. It is estimated that cost to 
ABC for the rights and telensing 
will run $32,000. ABC thus comes 
off very well considering net was 
planning an extravaganza debut, 
had the grid battles gone else- 
where, which would have run from 
$20,000 to $30,000. It can also be 
|considered that KECA-TV has 
saved coin by staving off its debut 
almost 12 months. Outlet initially 
announced that it would start tele- 
casting last January. 

| The additional $2,000, over and 
above the .$75,000 minimum set 
by the colleges, was written off as 
protection against a possible ‘on 
the nose” bid by another interest. 
As it turned out, web need not 
have worried as closest rival was 
CBS-Times 
$55,000. 


for rights to ball games, web 
stands to lose close to $15,000 on 


the package. It will cost approxi- | 
mately $600 for the use of remote | 


facilities plus two hours of station 
time for each game. Hoffman is 
now looking for a co-sponsor for 
the games in an effort to dra 
| of its $60,000 out of the fire. 
| Coin received by the universities 
| Will be split equally. 
| then give a percentage of money 
| to each opponent televised. First 


tate battle Sept. 16. It will be a 
night game. 





| 
Variety (June 29) reported . 
Frank M. Folsom, president of Chi Blackhawks May 
RCA, as stating television can 


Put One-Year Ban On 


, never happen in San Francisco be- 
cause of geographical shortcom- 
ings. July marks seven months of 
successful television transmission 
in San Francisco. KPIX, this city’s 
first TV station, began test pattern 
transmission Dec. 13, 1948, and 


; Chicago, July 12. 
a Chi Blackhawks team of the Na- 
‘tional Hockey League is consider- 





Television Coverage 


programming on Dec. 22. 


ing a one-year ban on television 


According to A. E. Towne, KPIX Coverage of home games, although 
director of engineering, and Allan Prexy Bill Tobin has opened ne- 
-Hyne, San Francisco manager of ; 2°tiations with WBKB for the third 


the RCA service 


installation bu- 


year. Tobin wants considerably 


reau, there is no place in San Fran- |™0re than the $1,000 per game paid 


cisco that cannot get highly satis- 
factory KPIX reception, assuming | 


proper installation. It 


him last year by the Chi station. 


worthy that much of San Francisco dian vacation indicated that he 


gets a fine signal with an indoor wants a guarantee in the contract | 


antenna. Any early apprehensions f°F any dip in the gate receipts 
about the effect of Hills has been C@used by stormy winter weather, 


| (Continued on page 36) 


TELE PIX READIED TO 





| Hollywood, July 12. 

First effort to take films origin- 
ally made for television and dis- 
tribute them in motion picture the- 
atres is in the making here by 
Grant-Realm Television Produc- 
tions. They’re combining four pix 
they made for American Tobacco 
| video shows into a feature on the 
order of J. Arthur Rank’s “Quar- 
.. 

Tele producers are lining up test 
releases in Canadian theatres some 
time soon. Films each run 30 min- 
utes. Combined, they make a 
longish show. They were made at 
an average cost of $11,000 apiece. 
New music and salary adjustments 


‘for those who performed and. 


‘worked in production end, will 


‘bring this up to $16,000 apiece, 
| with whole costing around $65,000. | 26 weeks, starting Aug. 7, 


INVADE FILM HOUSES gacements 


of which Chi has its fair share. 
| Last year, Tobin was reported 
/grousing about TV effect on the 
boxoffice, although the Hawks 
“played to near-capacity for 30 home 
ames. This year, with 35 local en- 
lined up, the Hawks 
management is looking for a flat 
;plum in TV rights. 


Hertz IMPPRO V.P. 


Kenneth Hertz, formerly with 
Armour Productions, has been 
made a veepee of IMPPRO in 
charge of live programs. 

IMPPRO is packaging three live 
half-hour layouts which will be in 
addition to firm’s film activities. 
In preparation are a musical, 
dramatic and audience participa- 
tion program. 








‘Singing Lady’ Renewal 
Philadelphia, July 12. 
| Kellogg has renewed “The Sing- 
ing Lady,” Ireene Wicker starrer, 
on 12 ABC-TV stations for another 


| 
| 


g part 
Schools will | 


ame will be the UCLA-Oregon | 


Last shot fired by Tobin before | 
is note. De headed for a three-week Cana- | 


| 


liam Tell,” with the film running 
a half-hour. 

Pix were produced in Italy by 
indie George Richfield. Benny tied 
in with Official Films, indie distrib 
outfit, for their TV distribution but 
CBS gets first crack at them via 
its recent alliance with Benny. 


Experts to Study 
Color Video 


Washington, July 12. 
Bureau of Standards will appoint 





a committee of “national experts” | 


to conduct a study of color televi- 
sion. Action will be taken at the 
request of Chairman Edwin John- 


son, D., Colo., of the Senate Com- | 


mittee on Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce to Dr. Edward U, Con- 
don, Bureau director. 

The committee last week ques- 
tioned Edward M. Webster, up for 
nomination for a new term on the 
FCC, regarding the possibility that 
the industry will not present testi- 
mony on color video at hearings 
to begin Aug. 29. Webster said he 
favored subpoenas to produce evi- 
dence if no proposals were offered. 





Warning Accompanies 


station KTTV at Reprieve to WHAS-TV 


| Over the $17,000 ABC put up| 


_ On Speeding Construction 


Washington, July 12. 

Crosley Broadcasting Corp. to- 
day 
on which the FCC proposed to turn 
down its purchase of the WHAS 
radio-tele properties of the Louis- 
ville Courier-Journal. The com- 
| pany said the Commission’s anti- 
monopoly rule under which the 
sale would be denied “was not in- 
tended to be an absolute bar in 
every situation where there is some 
overlap in service areas of two sta- 
tions under the same ownership.” 

In requesting oral arguments on 


the Commission's decision, Crosley | 


said no sufficient consideration was 
| given to its plans to improve the 
' program services of WHAS. 





| Washington, July 12. 
| A three-months extension 
'given by the FCC last week for 
the completion of the Louisville 
Courier - Journal video station, 
| WHAS-TV, with the warning that 
no further delays in construction 
will be countenanced. The Com- 
mission said its action was _ in- 
dependent of what it finally de- 
_cides on the transfer of the WHAS 
,radio and video properties to the 
Crosley Broadcasting Corp. 

In a recent examiner’s decision, 
it was recommended that the trans- 
fer be denied on the ground that 
possession by one owner of two 
50 kw stations in markets as close 
| together as Louisville and Cincin- 

nati, where Crosley owns WLW, 
would be in violation of the Com- 
mission’s anti - monopoly rules. 


Crosley will oppose the decision at | 


oral arguments to be held soon. 
The extension was provided in 
a proposed decision in which the 
Commission rejected a recom- 
/mendation of an examiner that 
WHAS be given until next Feb. 1 
to complete construction. Instead, 


the agency proposed to grant addi- | 
1 and to re-| 


tional time to Oct. 
quire WHAS to file a further ap- 
plication prior to that date in 
which it will expect the station 


“to demonstrate that it has pro-| 


ceeded diligently with construc- 
tion” in accordance with its repre- 


sentations at hearings last March. | 





Latham to WKRC-TV 
Cincinnati, July 12. 
U. A. (Jake) Latham took over 
this week as general sales manager 
of WKRC-TV, switching from a 
similar post with WKRC which he 
held since 1944, nine years after 
joining the AM station's sales staff. 


(Tues.) challenged the basis | 


was | 


would be able to have a television 
station if it wants one, under re. 
vised allocations proposed yester. 
\day by the FCC. The plan, which 
|opens up 42 channels in the ultra. 
|high frequency band, makes room 
‘for 2,245 metropolitan and com. 
munity oytlets in 1,400 cities and 
| towns. 

| A major step toward lifting the 
video freeze, the allocations have 
been in the making since last Sep. 
tember when the Commission 
called a halt to further station ay. 
thorizations to see what could be 
done to reduce interference and 
provide for TV expansion. The 
|allocations will become final after 
|hearings have been held beginning 
| Aug. 29, when affected applicants 
}may have their say. Formal end- 
| ing of the freeze is expected by 
winter. 

| In planning for video's” future, 
‘the Commission definitely plotted 


| Every whistle stop in the U. s. 


the direction of the medium to 
cover the entire country, regard- 
less of cries from some big centers. 
The number of stations in New 
York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Los 
Angeles, San _ Francisco, New 
Orleans, Kansas City, Omaha, Bir- 
mingham, Denver and Milwaukee 
was left unchanged. 
Converters Needed 

| Cities like Washington, Balti- 
more, Atlanta, San Diego, Louis- 
‘ville, Detroit, Seattle, Providence, 
Cleveland, Cincinnati and Dayton 
would be given additional stations 
in the UHF band. In these areas, 
as well as in Philly, where the 
Commission proposes to substitute 
a UHF channel for one in the very 
high frequency (VHF) band, it 
'would be necessary for set owners 
ito install adaptors to tune in the 
| UHF stations, But the Commission 
{is confident these devices will be 
‘available at moderate prices. 

In developing its allocations, the 
FCC adhered to a set of priorities 
in the distribution of the channels. 
These were: (1) To provide at 
least one television service to all 
parts of the nation; (2) to provide 
each community with at least one 

(Continued on page 36) 


‘MARTIN & LEWIS TO 
| HOLD OFF ON VIDEO 


| Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis, 
following the lead of some more 
|seasoned performers, have decided 
ito bypass television for the time 
being. Comedy team, already busy 
‘with films and nitery and theatre 
dates, want to establish them- 
'selves more thoroughly in radio be- 
fore taking a stab at the newer 
medium on the generally-accepted 
|assumption that AM will be around 
for some time to come. 

Comics left N. Y. for the Coast 
this week. Their Tuesday night 
radio show will start from H6lly- 
wood next week (19), being taped 
as it has been in the east. They 
are scheduled for a personal at the 
Beverly Hills Country Club and 
will return to N. Y. for a date at 
the Broadway Paramount, simul- 
taneous with the opening there of 
their first film, “My Friend Irma.” 
‘Immediately after that date, they'll 
return to the Coast to start work 
on a sequel to “Irma,” to be titled 
\“The Stooge.” 


| Larry Walker to Head 
 WBTV: Preems Fri. (15) 


Charlotte, July 12. 

| Larry Walker, assistant genera 
manager of WBT here, has been 
named chief of the station’s new 
television outlet, WBTV, which 
takes the air Friday (15). Charles 
Bell, former manager of WGCD, 
Chester, S. C., has been named 
production manager. 

WBT staffers who will duplicate 
into TV include general sales man- 
‘ager Keith Byerly, local sales man- 
ager Wallace Jorgenson, chief en- 
gineer M. J. Minor, business man- 
ager Kenneth Spicer, news director 
Jack Knell, promotion manager 
Bob Covington and publicity direc 
tor Jean Carson Brown. Station. = 
sponsoring a preview show to oi 
troduce tele to the public tomor 
row (Thurs.) in conjunction a 
‘Charlotte newspapers and loc 4 
TV distributors. WBTV is ees 
and operated by Jefferson —, 
ard Broadcasting and will air — 
scoped programs from 
major TV networks. 
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Push-Button ‘Humanizing’ of Baseball 
TV Coverage Evolved by Red Barber 


Baseball fans who complain that¢ 


television doesn’t give them ade- 
quate coverage may soon have 
their problems solved. Revolution- 
ary new system, through which the 
announcer will be able indirectly 
to tell the cameras where to point, 
has been worked out by CBS sports 
chief Red Barber. Comprising a 
panel of push-buttons at the an- 
nouncer’s fingertips, which he will 
use to communicate with the cam- 
era director, the system will be 
given its first trial at the Brooklyn 
Dodgers’ Ebbets Field in the near 
future. 

Announcer won't necessarily be 
calling the shots, Barber said, but 
will suggest them to the director. 
Each of the buttons will refer to a 
specific part of the playing field 
such as the bullpens, pitcher’s box, 
etc. Then, if the announcer wants 
to stress his explanation of a 
strange pitching motion, he press- 
es the correct button and the di- 
rector stzers the camera that way. 
Through use of the system, an an- 
nouncer can similarly point up a 
player’s idiosyncracies. Idea is to 
“humanize and featurize” baseball 


coverage, using the announcer as | 


an integral part of the camera 
crew, rather than merely someone 
to point up the obvious by calling 
balls and strikes. 





Comedy Director Will 
Be Important in TV 


Says 
Hal Kanter 
* a + 


An editorial byline feature in the 
4th Annual 


Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 
of 





| 
| 
| 


CBS unit covering the Dodgers’ | 


home games has already started 
to put the feature angles into work. 
During Sunday’s (10) fracas be- 
tween the Dodgers and Giants, for 
example, the cameras, by concen- 
trating on Giant manager Leo Du- 
rocher, picked up his superstitious 
touching of third base before the 
game started and his system of 


giving signals to his men. Barber | 


supplemented the camera. shots 
with explanation of the action. If 
the practice is more fully used, 
Barber said, baseball can become 
“the most attractive game on TV,” 
rather than the most difficult to 
cover. 


idea behind the announcer’s new | 


(Continued on page 36) 


Laurie's Famous 


Ist Nites’ for TV 


Joe Laurie, Jr., is readying a 
new _ television series, ‘Famous 
Opening Nights,” wherein’ he re- 
creates the background of memor- 
able Broadway premieres. Where 
possible he will have the original 
Broadway critic (Brooks Atkinson, 
Ashton Stevens. George Jean 
Nathan, Ward Morehouse, Kelcey 
Allen, et al.) as a guester to re- 
create his original opening night 
opinion. 

Laurie’s format includes styles 
of the day, news clips of the pe- 
riod etc. However, instead of the 
original cast members—even __ if 
they were alive—he will have new 
talent, selected by a suitable com- 
Mittee, give their 1949-50 treat- 
ments of the “famous first night” 
score, 

Another Laurie package for tele- 
Vision is “Project 14,” giving vig- 
nettes of life in a large housing de- 
velopment. 


LIGHTS OUT’ RELIT IN 
NEW NBC-TV SERIES 


New series of “Lights Out” mel- 
lers, to be produced by Fred Coe. 








will be launched by NBC-TV next | 


Thursday night (19) in the 9 to 


9:30 slot, immediately following 
the Olsen & Johnson program. 
They will comprise adaptations of 
Short stories or original material. 

Teeoff production, a psychologi- 
cal whodunit penned by Wilson 
Lehr, is to feature Frances Reid, 
Phil Arthur and Anita Anton. 


Kingman T. Moore will direct, with 


Billy Nalle handling the music. 
Coe staged several “Lights Out”, 


= on NBC-TY several years | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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No Immunity For 


Talent from TV, 
L.A. Court Rules 


Hollywood, July 12. 


Talent performing for benefits | 


and at other public events will 
have no recourse against being 
televised unless there is a strict 
television clause in their contracts, 
according to a ruling by Los An- 
geles Superior Court Judge Wil- 
liam McKesson which tossed out 
AGVA’s suit against KLAC-TV (8) 
for $7,500 damages. 

AGVA suit was brought against 
tele station on behalf of three of 
its swimmer members (Joe Peter- 
son, Bill Lewin and 
who were telensed by KLAC at Mt. 
Sinai hospital benefit last Septem- 
ber without their consent. Station 
had cleared with Mt. Sinai for 
beaming of évent. 

Judge McKesson ruled _ that 
Peterson, Lewin and Riley took 
part in a public performance with- 
out any reservation, therefore they 
‘cannot collect for televising. Judge 


; McKesson ruled that acts in which | 


performers appear _ have. no 
grounds for suit, if act is videod, 
unless there is an arrangement 
prior to event. This is the first 
such case on record in television, 


though a ruling was handed down | 
about two years ago stating that’ 
boxers have no protection against | 


the telecamera unless contract stip- 
ulates such. This ruling was hand- 
ed down when a prize fighter sued 


the Hollywood Legion Stadium be- | 


cause. he had been televized. Rul- 
ing was that vidcameras have same 
right to report a ring battle as 
newsreels, newspapers and radio. 
Paramount station KTLA, which 
televised an American Federation 
of Labor affair at the Coloseum at 
about the same time as KLAC 
beamed the Mt. Sinai event, settled 
with AGVA, out of court. AFL 


also had AGVA acts on the bill and | 


threatened to bring suit against 
KTLA if acts were not paid. Sita- 
tion laid out $2.000 according to 
Sam Shayon, AGVA attorney. 

Shayon said that AGVA will ap- 
peal the decision of Judge McKes- 
son as the case was precedential 
and that Judge McKesson, in his 
ruling. left many loopholes for pur- 
suing the case. 


Eddie Sutherland Quits 
NBC for Kudner Agcy. 


Ex-film producer Eddie Suther- 
land. brought to New York several 
months ago as a producer for NBC 
television, has resigned from that 
web to join the Kudner ad agency. 
He is expected to work on several 
of the big Kudner shows in the 
fall. including Milton Berle’s “Tex- 
aco Star Theatre,” the Buick-spon- 
sored Olsen & Johnson program 
and the “Admiral Broadway Re- 
ue.” 
 Slorkert Bayard Swope, Jr., takes 
over Sutherland's assignment as di- 
rector on NBC-TV’s “Black Robe.” | 





John Riley) | 


OWN’ FROM HERE 


ON IN 








FANATICISM’ 


tA To OVER 


Television, as an entertainment 
medium, has reached a point where 
it must compete on strict quality 
terms with more established forms 
of show biz. 








That once fanatic pull on view- 
ers, which had observers predicting 
a wholesale change in the Ameri- 
can social scene, is wearing off. In 
the opinion of show biz execs both 
within and outside the TV indus- 
try, the novelty factor in viewing 
is fast disappearing and tele, if it 
is to keep people at home, must 
henceforth give them better enter- 
tainment than they would get in 
legit and film shows, from radio, 
etc. 

Apparent disappearance of TV 
fanaticism, at least in areas which 
have had stations a year or more, 
is based on three factors. First, a 
recent Hooper survey disclosed 4 
marked decline in televising among 
owners who had had their sets 
a year or more. Second, a survey 
; conducted by one of the top ad 
| agencies revealed a return to radio 
listening by increasing numbers of 
| ‘*mature” setowners. And, finally, 
the current slump in TV set sales 
indicates the medium will have to 
depend for its lure on more than 
novelty if the public is expected 
to continue buying sets. 
| Thus, according to show biz ob- 
| servers, the list of top radio and 
film names who have decided to by- 
pass their entry into video for at 
least another year may be more 
| correct in their thinking than was 
originally believed. That situation 
in itself, however, points up a para- 
dox: TV needs such big names to 


~ 


| 


give it the necessary entertainment | 


standards but the talent will have 
nothing to do with TV until it is 
more fully established. 

Ad agency, which has several 
important video accounts, declined 
to provide more detailed informa- 
tion on results of its survey. 
Hooper study, however, provided 
statistics to show the slump in TV 
sets in use in the “old” tele homes. 
Survey conducted last fall disclos- 
ed 61° of sets being used in homes 
with TV less than a year, as com- 
pared with 58° in “old” homes. 
According to the Hooper organiza- 
tion, that difference was minor and 
bore no implications. 
| More recent survey, however, 
| which used the same techique and 
covered the same hours, showed a 
66°° sets in use figure in the “old 
homes, as compared with 72°% in 


than a year. That, according to 
Hooper, indicated the presence of 
the expected novelty element. 

(Continued on page 30) 


the homes which had their sets less | 


“World Television Forum’ Mulled 


For Philly as C. of C. ‘Goes Video 





William Brooks 
(NBC News Veepee) 
writes on 
How TV Profits By 
AM’s Mistakes 


=x x 


One of the Many Editorial Features 
in the 4th Annual 


Radio-TV 
Review & Preview Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Out This Month 


Envision Theatre 
TV on Top Sports 











As a B.0. Lure 


Washington, July 12. 

One of the ways in which picture 
theatres may meet the competition 
of television is by banding together 
to sew up the video rights for big 
sports events, such as the World 
| Series, ‘(Ford Frick, National 
| League prexy, says “no dice,” 
| theatre TV this year.) 


on 


This possibility is suggested in a 
report prepared by two Washing- 
{ton radio lawyers, John E. McCoy 
of the FCC, and Harry P. Warner 
of the law firm of Segal, Smith & 
Hennessey. Their report will ap- 
pear next month in the Hollywood 
Quarterly of the U. of California, 
L.A. Branch. 

McCoy and Warner suggest that 
10,000 theatre owners could defray 
the cost of exclusive rights to the 
Series through an admission 
charge for performances to include 
the event via large screen tele- 
vision. They point out that the 
19,000 theatres in the U. S. with a 
seating capacity of 12,000,000 and 
vearly revenues of at least $1,- 
500.000,000 could outbid the broad- 
casting industry with its $500,- 
, 000,000 yearly gross revenue. 

“Whether there will be competi- 
tive bidding between theatre and 
| broadcast television,” they declare, 
“cannot be determined at this time. 
(Continued on page 30) 


| 


‘Lum tT Abner’ Not Afraid of Tele: 


Fact that in the past few weeks 
several top comics—notably Al Jol- 
son and Jack Benny—have taken 
a bearish view of video, isn’t de- 
terring “Lug ‘n’ Abner” ‘Norris 
Goff and Chet Lauck) from hop- 
ping aboard the TV bandwagon. 
Comedians are in New York, and 
yesterday (Tues.) started rehearsals 
for an audition kinescoping of their 
CBS stanza, which will be shot next 
week. 

“Of course, there are painful 
birthpangs in whipping a new show 
into shape,” duo said. “But once 
characterizations and format are 
established you have a lot of fun.” 
They expect things to be a little 
easier because they'll use one 
standard set, the typical country 
store that has been the locale of 
their AM stint for the past 18 
years. 

Like Benny, Jolson and Eddie 
Cantor, however. Goff and Lauck 
believe that combining AM and TV 
chores will add up to too heavy a 
schedule to carry comfortably. If 
they go video, therefore, they'll un- 
doubtedly drop the radio series. 

The decision as to AM or TV 


~ Taking ‘Painful Birthpangs’ in Stride 


will be put up to whatever sponsor 
picks up the tab for their services. 
Their radio show had been backed 
by Frigidaire until June 26, when 
the latter decided to ankle radio. 
If a new bankroller wants them to 
continue in radio, they'll return to 
the airlanes Sept. 15. 

Although the kine is being made 
in New York. duo will continue to 
headquarter in Los Angeles, origi- 
nating their broadcasts from there. 

The tele version will be substan- 
tially the same as the airer they 


have been doing for almost two 
decades, they revealed. 
Andy Devine arrived from the 


Coast yesterday to appear on the 
kine, and ZaSu Pitts. who also 
played in the AM series last sea- 
son, may join the comics for the 
audition. Roz Rogers and Betty 
Boyle, who have been scripting 
“Lum ’n’ Abner” for eight and five 
years, respectively, are writing the 
video show. Walter Hart, who di- 
rects “The Goldbergs,.” will serve 
in a similar capacity for the tele 
audition. The show is a CBS pack- 
age, the web having leased the 


show for both AM and TV for a radio via WOR, N. Y., 
; years. Agency is N. W. Ayer. 


six-year period. 


e Philadelphia, July 12 


The 
here 
plan to keep 
television spotlight. 


Chamber of Commerce 
is working out a long-range 
Philadelphia in the 
Mindful of 


the fact that the films had their 
inception here and then went 
West, the City Fathers aim to 
make use of local precedence in 
video and be sitting out in front 
when all the precincts are heard 
from. 

Initial move is a_ proposed 


“World Television Forum” to be 
held here. Idea stems from David 
Aarons, advertising publicity head 
at Gimbel Bros., which pioneered 





| “Photocrime,” 


| arranged 


both in introducing receivers and 
in sponsoring new shows for set 
buyers. 

Aaron’s plan calls for a_ series 
of TV shows bringing here the 
world’s leading authorities in the 
fields of economics, engineer- 
ing, research, sociology, political 
science, ete., for roundtable shop 
talks discussing the impact of TV 
on the way of life in America and 
throughout the world. 

Emphasis would be on tele’s cul- 
tural and scientific contributions 
rather than its three-ring enter- 
tainments. The “World Television 
Forum,” to be held = annually, 
| would be beamed as far as possible 
throughout the country. 

The C. of C. looks with favor on 
the plan, is having a committee 
work out details. Chamber is all 
steamed up because city was first 
in TV with the original research 
by the old Farnsworth and Philco 
laboratories. Phileco also had the 
first TV station on the air here 
some 15 years ago, and two of the 
largest manufacturers of tele re- 
ceivers (Philco and RCA) are both 
local firms. 


ABC Foursome 
Set for the Fall 


Bud Barry, ABC's tele v.p., has 
lined up four shows for a big fall 
parlay that includes Boris Karloff, 
“Li'l Abner” and 
“Pibby Houlihan.” 

Karloff has been inked to do a 
mysterioso program titled “Con- 
flict’ for 52 weeks. The half-hour 
sustainer, which will probably be 
skedded in a Sunday evening spot, 
will feature the pie star in a va- 
riety of horror and suspense roles, 
ranf™mg from professor to zombie. 
Contract was signed through Mu- 
sic Corp. of America. 

Al Capp’s “Li'l Abner” will be 
the first comic strip to go into 
video and will be done entirely 
with “live” actors. The deal was 
through Mort Millman, 
who will produce the stanza and 
who is searching for thespers who 
resemble the characters of Dog- 
patch, Capp’s fabulous’ cartoon 
town. 

ABC is also prepping a kine of 
“Pibby Houlihan,” a situation com- 
edy with Arthur’ Shields, the 
brother of Barry Fitzgerald, a for- 
mer Abbey Theatre perfermer and 
emcee of NBC-TV’'s “Your Show 
Time.” Shields will play the su- 
perintendent of a New York apart- 
ment house who is given to dreams 
of grandeur, with Barry McCol- 
lum co-starring. Package is own- 
ed by J. Richard Kennedy and 
George Corey and was. signed 
through Jimmy Saphier. 

Barry has also set “Photocrime,” 
a series based on the Look maga- 
zine feature which re-enacts a 
crime and asks readers to solve it. 
Mildred Fenton, sister of Fleur 
Fenton Cowles, a Look editor, 
owns the package. 


Sheffield Drops ‘Guess Who?’ 
Sheffield Farms is dropping the 


Happy Felton quizzer, “Guess 
Who?” on WNBT, N. Y., after the 








Aug. 7 broadcast. 


Show, which has been on a 


couple of months, had previously 


been sponsored by Sheffield on 
for four 
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| 
ARMCHAIR DETECTIVE 
With John Milton Kennedy, Jer- 

ome Sheldon, Cy Kendall | 
Producers: Stokey & Ebert prods. 


30 Mins.; Wed., 9 p.m. | 
WHITEHALL PHARMACAL 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 


(Benton & Bowles? | 

This show carried the distinc- 
tion of being the first commer- 
cially-sponsored program in the 
east of a kinescoped version of a 
Coast-originated production. As 


such, the preem_ performance 
Wednesday night (6) gave eastern 


viewers their first opportunity to 
judge kine programs against regu- 
lar live productions. Kine, as was 


to be expected, came out on the 
losing end of the deal. 

Film transcription, as lensed 
from the original live show over 
Paramount’s KTLA (Los Angeles), 
was easily acceptable, with all 
characters and action easily dis- 
cernable. Film, however, carried 
considerable haze and too much 


brightness at times washed out the 
action on the screen fringes. Fact 
that power generator on the CBS 
projector in use conked out during 
the program might have’ been 
partly responsible but at best, the 
kine print evidenced why some 
Coast name talent is wary of the 
process. Judging from this show, 


though, the process is definitely 
good enough now to warrant a 
stream of — Hollywood - produced 


programs airing in the east. 

From a production point of view, 
*Detective’” was as good as many 
eastern programs. Format is an 
audience participation whodunit, 
in which two crime stories are 
dramatized and then the audience 
guesses the solution on the basis 
of various clues tossed into the 
script. Show thus carried con- 
siderable interest for any who- 
dunit fan. Cast, some of them 
familiar from film roles, were 
capable and the sets, camera work 
and direction were okay. 

Whitehall products were plugged 
via film at the usual three spots 
during the program, with the out- 
fii using the same commercials it 
ran as sponsors of the “Mary Kay 
and Johnny” show. Preem_ per- 
formance, because of the projec- 
tor’s blackout, ran several min- 
utes overtime but, since the fol- 
lowing program was a_ sustainer, 
little was lost Stal. 


CHEVROLET NEWS REEL 
With Arnold Wilkes 
Director: Bill Mulvey 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 11 p.m. 
CHEVROLET DEALERS 
WRGB-TYV, Schenectady 

GE station is now beaming until 
11:15 five nights weekly, with a 
signoff consisting of filmed por- 
tions by “Telenews” and flashes 
read by Arnold Wilkes. Late view- 
ers will welcome the added feature, 
although it did not begin to realize 
full potentialities on two telecasts 
watched. The latest filmed news 
seemed to be about two days old; 
some of the clips, more than that. 
The images were disappointingly 
unclear in certain shots—so much 
so that it became difficult to iden- 


tity several leading figures (Gen- 
eral de Gaulle, for one). Camera 


work on Wilkes had, by c@htrast, 
greater clarity and sharper tocus, 
though it was not perfect. 

Clips spotlight incidents and per- 
sonalities in foreign countries and 
in chief American news centers 
like Washington; also in sports. 

Wilkes, veteran of WGY and 
WRGB, memorizes only the fore 
and att commercials. He _ reads 
news from large sheets. On neither 
of the videos caught did Wilkes 
achieve the expected smoothness 
in reading. He possesses a pleasant 
voice but should watch the flat. 
monotonous tone that sneaks in. 

Jaco. 


Tele On Own 


Continued from page 29 














Thus, people who had owned their 
sets more than a year were not 
viewing so much as those who had 
just been introduced to TY. 

Since tele set circulation has 
passed the 1,000,000 mark only in 
the last six months, it might be 
expected that the novelty factor 
will be around for some time to 
come, because the market is so far 
from saturated. But, trade observ- 
ers point out, very few people, at 
least in the key cities where TV 
is now available, have never seen 
a video show, even if they do not 
own sets. When this part of the 
public does splurge on a set, con- 
sequently, they will already have 
been exposed to tele and have 
overcome the first novelty viewing. 


Thus many of them too will be 
judging tele in comparison with 
Other forms of entertainment. j 


PICTURE OF PROGRESS 

With Lee Bennett, Henry Weber, 
WGN _ concert orch, Donald 
Gramm, Carl Meyers, Spencer 
Allen, Dorothy Dorben Dancers 
(8), Jack Gwynne, Nancy Wright, 


Willie Shore, Meade Lux Lewis, | 


Sid Caesar, Robert Trendler 
orch 

Director: Jay Faraghan 

95 Mins., Tues., $:15 p. m. 

Sustaining 

WGN-TV, Chicago 

WGN-TV’s new transmitter and 
antenna were dedicated with a spe- 
cial fanfare program of film and 
live talent. the latter being a 
buildup for this station’s “Club 
Television” variety show skedded 
for fall revival Show was well- 
balanced, informative and enter- 
taining. 

First half was a mixture com- 
posed of orch numbers, singer Don- 
ald Gramm, films of construction 
progress and station personnel at 
work, and a filmed introductory 
talk by Col. Robert R. McCormick, 
station owner. Emcee Lee Ben- 
nett. a coldly efficient jack of all 
mikes, steered viewers into each 
phase of program neatly. 

Latter half was a parade of top 
talent, more expensive than any- 
thing seen on “Club Television” 
this year. Dorothy Dorben Danc- 
ers, now at the Chez Paree, opened 
and closed the acts with rhythmic 


and evyefilling numbers. In be- 
tween. viewers heard WGN-TV’s 
new singing discovery, Nancy 
Wright. roam through two num- 


bers, and pianist Mead Lux Lewis 
hammer the keys entertainingly 

Magician Jack Gwynne, hamp- 
ered by lack of a studio audience 
for proper cuing, performed cap- 
ably, but his tricks suffered as a 
result. Same thing hurt the ap- 
pearances of comics Willie Shore 
and Sid Caesar. Although using 
material that is sock at his current 
Chez appearance, Shore's halt- 
hour stint seemed flat. His gags, 
songs and bits were palpably hurt 
by the absence of a personal audi- 
ence to give him timing by laugh- 
ter and applause. 

It’s fair to mention that WGN- 
TV is still using its old studios in 
the Daily News building, awaiting 
completion of its new quarters, an 
therefore couldn't provide proper 
setting tor these nite club special- 
ists. 

Most heavily billed act on show, 
comic Caesar disappointed when 
his act was cut to approximately 
one minute because the program 
was running overtime. In fact, he 
was on and off the screen before 
the viewers had settled down to 
heavy yocks. 

Direction and camera work on 
“Picture of Progress’ was neat. 
No discernible snags occurred, and 
net effect of program was slick, 
expensive and satisfying. Mart. 


CHICAGO COOKS WITH BAR- 

BARA BARKLEY 
With Lois Leslie 
Director: Barbara Corning 
30 Mins.: Tues., Thurs., 4 p.m. 
Participating 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

Chi housewives get an apron full 
of kitchen hints pass" . on by ex- 
perts in this femme-oniy screener 
which WGN-TV has thoughtfully 
skedded in time for supper prepa- 
rations. Lois Leslie, temporarily 
subbing tor Barbara’ Barkley, 
showed how to bake a cherry pie; 
whip up a salad, and demonstrate 
cooking gadgets. 

This show is beamed directly at 
housewives, and does a good job 
in demonstrating the various steps 
in cooking. Preparations are 
handied with deliberation, and the 
lens obligingly gets right down to 
closeup inspection. Even a newly- 
wed frau couldn’t miss. . 

Miss Leslie remains’ typically 
feminine in her routine, and in- 
serts sponsor plugs in an unob- 
trusive way. Her hesitation ap- 
proach in recommending products 
lends a genuine air, and removes 
viewer suspicion anent commer- 
cialism. Male viewers might laugh 


when she handles a new gadget 
dubiously. but her own sex will 
understand perfectly. It’s a good 
temmme show. Mart. 





| Envision 


ae Continued from page 29 





Theatre television does not exist 
on a local, let alone national! level.” 

However, they assert, television 
has caused a diminution in box- 
office returns of picture houses in 
the east and while theatre and 
broadcast video may be noncom- 
petitive the exhibitors “must do 
something” to offset the b.o. slump. 
“Theatre television may be the an- 
swer.” 

The lawyers assert that theatre 
video is technically and economic- 
ally feasible and that there is 
plenty of available program mate- 


rial to stimulate attendance. j 








| Tele Followup 











The second week’s edition of 
Olsen & Johnson's video display 
\clearly indicates that these zanies 
cannot spread themselves too 
ithinly. The duo are currently ap- 
| pearing in Madison Square Garden 
as well as their Tuesday night tele- 
cast and it’s just too much, espe- 
cially in view of teevee’s exacting 
demands. 

The second show didn’t hit with 
nearly as much impact as the first 


exhibit mainly because of the evi- | 


lack of rehearsal. The O&J 
frenzy depends on_ split-second 
timing of their various antics 
which, in turn, calls for integration 
of cast and camera. There were 
too many off moments in this dis- 
play. ‘Part of it may have been 
due to the fact that direetor Ezra 
Stone elected to be part of the 
cast instead of taking care oi. back- 
stage business. 

Another item that showed up 
poorly was the choice of long se- 
quences instead of short punchy 
bits that keep the show 
Olsen & Johnson 
wild-west 


dent 


better for in-person work than) 
video. The harum-scarum pace | 
couldn't be maintained with that 


number, on which tortunately, the 
time ran out and couldn’t be com- 
pleted. 

Much of the show was still good 
for laughs, but after the top re- 
sults ot the first show this was a 
letdown This one show doesn’t 
indicate that O&J have run out 
ot material or laugh-laden ideas— 
just out of rehearsal time. 


Illness of Richard Rodgers, slated 
to appear on the Wednesday 
tion of the Arthur Godfrey show, 
made it incumbent upon Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d to be spokesman 
for the team. The lyricist gave 
a creditable and dignitied account 


of himself in the face of some raf- | 


fish heckling by cartoonist Ham 
Fisher. There were times when 


licks, 
otfensive 


got in a few 
Fisher's 


Hammerstein 
but generally 


kept the show running on a course ! 


that antici- 
pate. 

Hammerstein generally essayed 
a seli-eftacing role on this show. 
He spoke modestly and_ with 
humor ot his achievements while 
Godfrey and Fisher attempted to 
extol him. In turn, the others on 
the show, including the Mariners, 
Bill Lawrence and Betty George 
gave good renditions of Hammer- 
stein-Rodgers showtunes. 


even Godtrey, didn’t 


There was one spot in which 
Fisher turned the show into an 
|anti-bigotry preachment. Fisher 


| insisted on paying tribute to God- 


frey for his stand in the recent 
| Constitution Hall, Washington, in- 
icident. Godfrey has this plug 


; coming to him for some time inas- 
much as the show itself is a lesson 
|in tolerance particularly in the 
;case of the Mariners Quartet, in 
|which two Negro and two white 
| former Coastguardsmen make with 
harmonies in more ways than one. 
Hammersteiii's ideas on this sub- 
ject were also related when God- 
| trey feelingly read the lyrics of 
“You've Got to Be Taught” from 
his current smash, “South Pacific.” 





Morey Amsterdam’s show on Du: 
Mont Thursday (7) was a spotty 
mixture of comedy and. vaude. 
Amsterdam keynoted this session 
with his gagging which spans the 
gamut trom clicko to corny ma- 
terial. His bass violin routine, 
\for instance, was solid but his by- 
| play with Art Carney was flat and. 
at times, downright silly. If Am- 
sterdam exercised some more dis- 
crimination in his choice of gags 
trom his large repertory, even if 
it would mean cutting down of his 
current over-large role, this show’s 
comic rating would climb appreci- 
ably. Two guest* turns helped 
carry this stanza. Joan Merrill 
displayed a classy warbling style 
with a rendition of “Send Me a 
Man,” while Coles & Atkins de- 
livered some standout hoofing. 
Amsterdam could have used some 
help from one or two more acts 
ot this calibre. 


Hub Race Fans in Break 
With New Telecasts 


Boston, July 12. 
Hub’s racing fans are getting a 
break with a new series of 
casts set by WNAC-TV from nearby 
Suifolk Downs with a regular 


schedule of telecasts picking up| 


the fifth and sixth races. 
Announcing chores will be 
handled by veteran racing an- 
nouncer Babe Rubinstein, who will 
also interview owners, trainers and 
jockeys. 
Telecasis teed of July 11 


moving. | 
selected their | 
number, which is much | 


edi- | 


tele- | 


SHOP, LOOK AND LISTEN 
With Nancy Brown, Don Kirby 
Producer: Maxwell Sackheim 
Director: George Green, 
15 Mins.; Wed.-Fri., 6:45 p.m.; 
Thurs., 3:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WATYV, Newark 
A shopping service slanted di- 
rectly at housewife viewers, “Shop, 
Look and Listen’ would seem to 
/be more applicable at its Thurs- 
|dav afternoon time, rather than 


ithe early evening period at which 








\it is slotted Wednesdays and Fri- 
days. While not novel and cer- | 
‘tainly not meant for entertainment, | 
‘the idea of a TV station actually | 
making purchases for viewers on 
‘receipt of a check or money order 
represents a commendable pub 
service and rates credit on that 
factor alone. 

Format, judging from the show 
caught (7), is extremely simple. 
Co-announcers Nancy Brown and 
Don Kirby displayed merchandise 
at special low prices, describing it 
without stressing too much the 
brand name. They then offered 
to buy and mail articles to viewers 
ordering them through the station. 
| As an added lure to viewing, sev- 
eral articles were mentioned as 
giveaways to anyone writing in for 
them 

Kirby and Miss Brown are an 
attractive team and, while neithe: 
has the glib ad libbing quality such 
a show calls for, they turned in an 
|acceptable job. Show could use 
some kind of entertainment tossed 
in, such as a low-cost vaude act, 
to break the monotony of watching 
the announcers spiel about the 
merchandise for a straight 15.min- 
utes. Setting before which they 
| worked, though ultra-simple, was 
| adequate and George Green's cam- 
/era work was okay 

Special mention is due WATV’s 
|title cards, which can compare 
favorably with the best in the in- 
dustry. Those block letters against 
a perspective background provide | 
,an impressive introduction to anv 
program. Stal. 


| FARM PICTURE 

With Bill Givens, guesis 
Producer: Givens 

|13 Mins., Tues., 6:45 p.m. 


| her captain, 
only was this the 20th birthday of 


_moth 


| interview 





| Sustaining 
WRGB-TYV, Schenectady 

General Electric Co. 
longtime presentation of radio 
farm programs into television with 
this educational. Featured 
|Givens, director of agricultural 
broadcasting at WGY. Givens 
(looks rather citified for a rural 
program, but GE officials say that 
tarmers recognize his knowledge 
of their occupation. | 

Guests include professors from | 
agricultural colleges, extension 
service and county farm bureau 
agents, Grange officers, legislators, | 
and representatives of state and 
federal departments. One unusual , 
telecast was a “Quiz Kids’ film 
with Joe Kelly in his customary 
emcee role, and Ruthie Duskin, | 
| Joel Kupperman and Pat Condon 
among the voungsters. Apparently, 
the picture was made to promote 
/milk drinking by kids, and perhaps 
a nutritive school lunch program. | 

Another guest registering natu- 
rally was Ed. W. Mitchell, veteran 
|WGY farm adviser, who on two 
shots demonstrated the techniques 
of pruning and grafting. In both, 
video proved superior to radio 
Spec Fowher, who for sometime did 
a column for a Schenectady news- 
paper and who also aired via 
WGFM, came through strongly in 
a demonstration of methods for 
building a farm pond. 

Some of the guests televise a 
bit amateurishly, as might be ex- 
pected. The development of a 
better format or teehnique for in- 
terview and roundtables would be 
helpful. Camera work and projec- 
tion vary, good and occasionally 
not so good. Jaco. 





WEATHER REPORT 
With Joe Bova 
Writer: Bova 


Producer-Director: Carlyle Free- 





born 
|2 Mins.; Mon.-Fri. 
Sustaining 
| WNBK, Cleveland 
Here's two minutes of weather 
resentation worked out by Joe 
ova Along with the usual, | 
| Straight presentation of the 
| weather Bova has worked out a 
hypoed gimmick dramatizing 


what’s to come. He may dance- | 
routine a series of steps showing 
‘change in weather; as dressed as a 
golter, he is happ* over the favor- 
| able forecast; hot days brings on a 
istupor, lazy-dazy set, etc. Final 
| Shot is lamppost with weather sign 
on two cards where ordinarily one 
finds street markers. 

| A cute, imaginative handling of 
; what is usually a taken-for- 
i gtanted announcement. Mart. | 


carries iis 


is Bill; 


(era range. 


| planning, which 





PORT COLUMBUS AIR SHOW 
With Joe Hill, Tom Gleba 
Producer: Leo Deker 

180 Mins.; Sat., 2 p.m. (One Shot) 
Sustaining 

WLW-C, Columbus 

Crosley’s Columbus video sta. 
tion, which has been turning up 
with its mobile unit at an increas. 
ing number of outdoor events in 
addition to the Red Bird ban 
games (al fresco wrestling, track 
and swim meets, roller derby) 
trained a double camera chain on 
the air show honoring the joint 
20th anniversary of the opening of 
Port Columbus and TWA, and 
made television history in these 
parts. 

There were plenty of picture 
opportunities and the cameramen 
although they had to be new at 
this sort of thing, did a superla- 
tive job of tracking the sky activi- 
ties. Resulting pictures were of 
excellent quality, and proved again 
TV’s convenience for big evenis 
like this, for it was by turn hot 
and rainy at the airport but stil 
comfortable in fhe living room 
away from the crowds. 

Navy's giant showpiece, the 
“Constitution” was on hand for a 
part in the celebration, and she 
was given detailed attention. Shi 
was also shown in a <ot-opeleials 
takeoff. Tom Gleba, interviewing 
discovered that not 


the Airport and TWA but also the 
20th city visited by the sky mam- 
and that Columbus was the 
20th citv to open television 
Gleba, who had some difficulty 
keeping his mind on what he was 
saying because of so much activity 
around him, handled -interviews 
with John Collings, v.p. in charge 
of TWA operations; Jack Bolton, 
airport superintendent, and _ vari- 
ous fliers. Gleba was deep in an 
when the first of five 
Marine jet planes made a pass 
over the field and was caught say- 
ing, “What was that?” To which 


his interviewee replied, “Buck 
Rogers, I guess.” All of which 


'could be scored as a total miss on 


the first jet plane to come within 
camera range. 

There’s not a much tougher job 
in the business than «trying to 
catch a jet plane in a TV-lens but 
the sizzling demonstrations given 
by the Marine pilots was nearly all 
there and the cameramen deserve 


|a pat on the back. 


Shown were many scenes of 
regular airport activity, including 
shots of arrival and departure of 
five or six commercial flights. 
First event, sailplane aero)atics, 
started so high it was out of cam- 
Takeoffs and landings 
of 18 Navy Corsairs, 12 F6Fs and 
eight TBNs was fully, almost meo- 
notonously covered. Shots of Na- 
tional Air Show acts were superb. 

Chief complaints were that the 
field audio was off much of the 
time and so the roar of the motors 
was lost to video lookers, there 
were too many-camera directions 
given by the announcer, and there 
was a lack of caretul program 
might have cut 
out many of the arid stretches. 

Joe Hill, WLW-C sports direc- 
tor, handled the commentary in 


| good style and except for trying 


to plug the affair too much in stead 
of letting the pictures speak for 
themselves, gave a brisk and thor- 


'ough account. 


CHICAGOLAND MYSTERY 
PLAYERS 

With Gordon Urquhart, Bob Smith, 
Jean Christian, George Mitchell, 
Allan Allen, Mel Arens; Stanley 
Gordon, moderator 

Director: Bruno VeSota 

Writer: George Anderson 

30 Mins., Sun., 8 p.m. 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

WGN-TV, Chicago 
Chi Tribune has picked up the 

tab on this Jeffery Hall mystery 

series, and changed the format so 

that viewers have to buy a Monday 

paper to find out the solution, 4 

neat circulation hypo. Show itsel 

is standard whodunit with bette? 


| than average casting. * 


Program caught was an involved 
affair between two agents tor the 
contract of a femme singer. One 
hired a professional ‘evil eye” to 
hex the gal’s performances, and 
the other employed a thug to pro- 
tect his interest. Thug got killed 
in the darkened theatre, and de- 
tective Jeffery Hall went to work. 
hamstrung by Sgt. Holland. - 

Gordon Urquhart, as the wearily 


'eynical dick, and Jean Christian, 


as the temperamental singer, fitte 
neatly into their roles, but the 
rest of the cast represented stages 


prototypes — the dumb copper, 
ruthless agent, creepy hexer — 
belonging more in horror pulp 


than adult tele. ; 
Camera crew got a trifle con 
fused, too, the lens catching mod- 


|erator Stanley Gordon twice ¥ ith 


his cues down. Better direction 
and plots could make this show 8 
real eye-catcher, but the business 
ot waiting until the next morning 
for the solution will inevitably 
detract from the suspense. .\/art. 
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Oe 
RY MORGAN SHOW 


ld Stang, Alice Pierce, 
With Harris, Jeff Clark, Kenny 


Grauer, Milton 


Deimar, Ben 


Orch 
on. Joe Stein, Herb Baker, 


bens, Bob Cone 
prtareer-Director: Ken McGregor 
30 Mins.; Wed., 9 p.m. 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
NBC, from N. Y. ; 
(Young & Rubicam) 

ili time spot vacated for 
Pe by “Duffy’s Tavern,” 
this show will have to be Me 
tressed with fresh material to ring 
+ up to standard. On the preem 
UF renry Morgan was wrenched 
nt of his usual comedy style for 
= ineffectual results. The 

‘nod efforts of this show’s 
combat scripters failed to de- 
jiver a single original gag or situa- 
tion to cover up their overall re- 
liance on tired formulas. 

The scripters did manage, how- 
ever, to sponge down the Morgan 
prand of caustic. humor with a 
soggily unsophisticated approach. 
Morgan, in his opening nod to the 
sponsor, Was saddled with a long 
series of inept puns involving 
Bristol-Myers products that were a 
far cry from the comics whilom 


completely 


ribbing of his bankrollers. Most of | 


the attempted gags in the first 15 
minutes involved the sponsor and 
commercials but this tack was han- 
dled without bite. Even the boss of 
the show, Lee Bristol, guested on 
this stanza as part of the comedy 
setup. ; 
Concluding portion of this half- 
hour session was a hoked-up docu- 
mentary reenactment of Morgan's 
life. Once again, it was an array of 
old chestnuts. Arnold Stang, how- 
ever, did manage to squeeze some 
laughs out of a brief heckling role. 
Rest of the cast, including Alice 
Pierce, Kenny Delmar and Ben 
Grauer were handcuffed by the 
flat lines. The musical interlude 
was okay with Betty Harris and 
Jeff Clark contribbing a neat vocal. 
This was all surprising, in view 
of the recent Sunday night hypo 
given NBC by the Morgan stanza. 
Herm. 





CHICKEN EVERY SUNDAY 
With Billie Burke, Harry Von 
Zell, others; David Baskerville 
orch 
Writers: 
Brewer 
Director: Karl Gruener 
30 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from Hollywood 
Pending the switchover in the 
fall of Philip Morris’ “This Is 
Your Life’ from Tuesday at 8 to 
Wednesday at 8, NBC has installed 
a new situation comedy, “Chicken 
Every Sunday,” for a summer 
whirl. The results, based on last 
Wednesday's initial installment, 
were entirely gratifying. 
“Chicken,” along with several 
other sustaining efforts to bow on 
the webs over the past couple of 
weeks, bespeaks a conscientious 
effort on the part of the networks, 


Jack Rubin,. Jamison 


notably NBC and CBS, to provide | 


“hiatus time” with some degree of 
programming stature. It’s cer- 
tainly reflected in this Billie 
Burke-Harry Von Zell series sug- 
gested by the book and the broth- 
ers Epstein legit adaptation of sev- 
eral seasons back. 

The choice of Miss Burke and 
Von Zell for the leads was a happy 
inspiration, for they bring to 
Chicken” the correct wacky ele- 
ment that peppered the or 
book version andthe 
Writers Jack Rubin 
Brewer rate a nod for some tight 
comedy Scripting geared to Miss 

urke’s distinctive delivery and 
apparently there’s a wealth of ma- 
terial | built around the Tucson 
chine te = its flavorsome 

rter: sustz a continui 
weekly vir Bac f ustain a continuing 
is one rates attention even 
uate the competitive midseason 
4 Rose. 


legiter. 


es 


THE SAINT 


With Vincent Price, others: music, 
arry Zimmerman; announcer, 
Harold Ross 
yoducer-director: Tom MacAvity 
> “ins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
MBS, from Hollywood 


whe ne version of Leslie Char- 
sto ms Saint” which preemed 
stackes 10) on the Mutual net 
unit. F up as an average who- 
aad. hd despite its three killings 
: air amount of suspense, the 


init a 
i episode left too many gaps 
.s e listener’s imagination to 


ings setting the minor shortcom- 
of a 1 the yarn was good acting 
cent poethy cast headed by Vin- 
the Pa Latter’s portrayal of 
force 7 role was credible and 
eae while Supporting players 
arn ired up. New series will 
ut thi its share of mystery addicts, 
short vr o#St originated show falls 
tt of a Superlative chiller. 

' ,, Gilbd, 


original | 


and Jamison | 


| A ‘TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN | HOLLYWOOD 

| CALLIN 

With John Larkin, Denise Alex- With George Ae gg ne Allyson 
ety Berna Raeburn, Ann Sey- Walter Pidgeon, others a. 
nour Producer-Director: Vi i 

Writer: Don Agger 60 Mins.; Sunday, 7 — —_ 

Director: Ed King GRUEN WATCH (30 Mins.) 


eer: a mee | NBC, from Hollywood 30 Mins.; Tues., 8 p.m 
rt o> -“ . p.m, | ts *. Bey . . 
fb A | (Grey) PHILIP MORRIS 


| I aa . N New Y 
NBC, from N. Y. NBC, the last major holdout on BC, from new York 
“e 4 _ , stTO¢ oe e , 
A Tree Grows In Brooklyn, ’ giveaways, has gone into that type ‘Biow) | 
Pivot Zan seesiie series, ls : programming on a grand scale with M . The s Daughter Awe 
2aVvy s sentimentalis ’ . “ . ; ‘a , R Niorr.s las) = «com up with a 
should appeal to or preeny opera Hollywood Calling,” which it is, summer series that should wear 
addicts. Adapted from Betty pitting into competition with Jack well around the calendar. The 
Smith’s novel, story is being seri- ce ie ee CBS ya 2d show, which is given a high-level 
alized over s r sin ¢- . eturns in the fa yroduction, stars the legit and ra- 
weekly cha bse pe yp Reape: send from a summer vacation. “Holly- dio comedienne Shirley Booth As 
Miter aber win are stronger wood Calling” has been given one & are 
on characterization than dramatic of the heaviest 


| HOGAN'S DAUGHTER 

With Shirley Booth, Betty Garde, 
Howard Smith, Everett Sloane 

Producer: William McCaffery 

| Director: John Mossman 

Writers: John Whedon, Sam Moore 


Hogan’s daughter she recalls the 


tension. While drama is paced tion of ani ne advance pgs long stint she did as Duffy's daugh- 
leisurely, show has ; arm : ae oo: eee On tne | ter on the Ed Gardner program. 
rc he A eco has aw arm and roster, public expectations built up Avain she’s a dixay Third Avenue 
10stalgic flavor similar to both the “Fain shes a GlzZzZy rr enue 


to a boiling point. 

Program, however. didn’t exactly 
pan out on the premiere, despite 
the array of film talent and breath- 


dame, improving her mind by read- 
ing the syndicated columns and 
chattering like a  flibbertigibbet 


novel and film treatment. 
Initial stanza (8) began unfolding 
the history of the Nolans with 


episodic situations depicting the taxi a But while Duffy's offspring is an ob- 
: . aking loot. The pace and punch ject of scor ‘ite? . * 
had ; : es ‘ : i rn, Hogan’s pride-and- 
privations and loyalties of the of the show eluded the show-de- “ale a .~ age nen 


celle: Jo! enough typically-human 
Signers, but program is such that foibles to arouse the listener’s sym- 
these two items can be easily hur- pathy. 
dled in subsequent shows. The “Daughter” also differs from 
very pretentiousness of the layout “Tavern” in that its comedy doesn't 
reacts against the show. It sort of rely on a complicated situation or 
puts the listener on his best com- rapid-fire gags. Instead it depends 
pany manners when listening. on characterization, the gal’s ro- 
> "Ja | ’ » > pA ‘ H . 
George Murphy, the emcee, has mantic ideals and glamorous 
a banquet-table type of humor that dreams contrasting with the com- 
partly a" meet — require- | monplaces of tenement life. Scripts 
: ments and guestars June Allyson stress realism. story on broadcas 
at lip os e Allyson) s Ss alism, s : oadcast 
delivered two folk tunes in a/and Walter Pidgeon seemed a bit caught (5) dealing with a Fourth of 
highly listenable manner. Heavily too condescending in their tele : ay 
schmaltzy background music helps : £ In leir tele- July outing of the Tonawanda Dem- 
schmaltz: £ sic heips phone talks to attain maximum ef- ocratic Club and the bumbling 
bridge the backflash narration in fectiveness = “~ ' r 
ane with, tn te a ceo i mole fectiveness. a of Hogan as he tried to corner the 
ich at wd age ° wien °° ~,| Format of the show has fairly local wardheeler to get his daugh- 
sn atmosphere, erm. simple elements. Clues as to the ter a job. 
identity of a film or star are given Weakness of the show was that 
until a call is placed. If listener while the atmosphere was true-to- 
answers correctly, Miss Allyson or life the pacing seemed somewhat 
Pidgeon converse with the inter-| pedestrian. Use of more punchy 
viewee and give him some fabulous | lines would have added to the total 
gift. Then a crack at the jackpot impact. 
‘question comes which is based on A thesper of considerable talents. 


Brooklyn family. Story is built out 
of minor situations ending in petty 
climaxes which keeps the drama 
on a subdued level. Dialers ac- 
customed to the tauter bang-bang 
style of the usual radio play may 
find trouble adjusting to this pace. 
This show is strengthened, how- 
ever, by a firstrate cast headed by 
John Larkin who, as the head of 
the household and singing waiter, 


SUMMER IN ST. LOUIS 

With Rosemarie Brancato, Glenn 
Burris, Mary Hoppel and chorus 
(16), KMOX Orch (27), Edwin 
McArthur, director 

Producer: George Clare 


Director: Al Bland the identity of a film with a few Miss Booth was supported by a 
60 Mins., Frf. (8) 7 p.m. sketchy clues given. Appraisal of topflight cast. Scripting by John 


the jackpot which, like those of Whedon and Sam Moore was adult 
other shows keeps growing as the and Bernard Green’s music was 
weeks wear on, was initially set at’ competent. Bril 
$31,000, which makes it a formida- | eaten 


ble prize. . 

A coneet indicates a deal of ie nal A LIMB . aes 
painstaking preparation. It seems wae ag “ew = gimry 
the planners hoped for an easy and Sendimamediteeaon: Wada eee 
web. In former years the program |iMformal tone which didn’t come je oyi0.. Thurs.. 9:30 in 
was limited to 30 minutes, but has ,0Ut. However, the defects can be) gutaining = 
been doubled for this series. Tee-| corrected once the top personnel Wop wy. 
off program with the co-op of execs et accustomed to the giveaway “C) , ie te sidise asi 
of the theatre assn. brought before |™edium. There is a knack of do- we 1 +e ae SRYSee. os 
the mike some of the outstanding | Dating loot entertainingly that’s an ee VD. ON. go eal ee ee 
warblers of the 12-week season. to. essential of any undertaking of this pidge ee es nas ¢ escl ibed 
gether with a clicking 16 mixed-| type.. That’s another of the prin- 48 4 hs eB lds of ti events bj 
voice chorus under the direction of |Cipal ingredients still to be acquired, @XPerts In the a's OF thes Sper ial 
Edwin McArthur, who also maes- | Jose. in g] gy } FY ete da 
troes the Forest Park tooters. | ear : ith go! nay Si a 

Rosemarie Brancato, long a fave- Ricee] ‘sifting “The Future of I pe 
at the outdoor theatre, socked over bor in Politics.” ng 
her interp of “Kiss Me Again, Due to the fact that the program 
ae tag — ge ct me ie ag was recorded about a month ago, 
_ My tero and at another po l listeners were able to compare 
oe oe Staiger rh a a Ay os Bur- some of Riesel’s predictions with 
‘is in a duet o i ou Remem- | 2 | dead tiie sbbneies ae poe 
ber.””’ Mary Hoppel’s contributions, Sustaining _ = i ores pa 
[all of which scored, were “’Neath, WEVD, N.Y. sina ae eg Reser Bog ak Siewer 
The Southern Moon.” “June Is| With some 60,000 students re- Willie a ies ge = pe wd hd 
| Bustin’ Gut All Over,” “Oh, Prom-|Portedly attending summer Ses-| iii or to succeed himself de- 
\ise Me” and “ ‘Neath The Summer sions oft educational institutions in ke ite Boe ad mies a 0 on 
| Moon.” Glenn Burris also scored the metropolitan area, spa Ad with iraer ts :f lities. e 
‘solidly in his interp of “Falling in 4ttorney Richard H. Roffman has “7 agp alle oa ritati ~~ 
; drawn upon some of the out-of- _ In a crisp, authoritative delivery, 
Riesel opined that the labor move- 


Sustaining 
KMOX, St. Louis 

Resumption of programs of spe- 
cial musie culled from forthcoming 
attractions at the Municipal Thea- 
tre Assn’s alfresco enterprise in the 
Forest Park playhouse is aimed at 
music lovers throughout the CBS 


SUMMER STUDENT FORUM 

With various student guests: mod- 
erator, Richard H. Roffman; 
announcer, David Niles 

Producer-director: Roffman 

30 Mins.; Wed., 9 p.m. 


' Love With Someone” and “Sere- | 


nade.” towners for a _ of gens ment is becoming more aggressive 
| Ar rum discussions, Idea is a good ! 1S Mi ggress 
| McArthur, who selected the foru in- in politics similar to a longtime 


one. but unfortunately the 


foe ely. cage ol augural half-hour airer on W adi 
‘through “Summertime,” “Dance of | a W nn piles ol si 
| the Comedians,” “Everything I) ° a eiecemnateeed ty Holman the up” on Taft and will also retaliate 
Love,” “They Say Its Wonderful” | | e]  s rambling one which against President Truman in 1952 
and “Green Up Time.” The chorus | — hat oe »d to be ages in since “he's failed to get the Demo- 
kicked in with “No Business Like | _— ae the Gees topic, ¢Fatic party to deliver.” 
Show Business,” “I’ve Told Every reac rg Wr ae nd What's Right Bulk of Riesel’s prognostications 
Little Star’ and “Haunted Heart.” What Ne 7 York?” Some 12 min- Were logical and timely. Feeding 
A spiel on Americanism was in- | About 9g oe . backgrounding him a question now and then was 
jected midway into the program | Utes ay Meow id ss dent guests George Field, who besides an- 
which was evenly paced with no the halt- es My a My vs home. nouncing the show is credited with 
bei . whereas merely their names, home- : : , slene 
| let downs. Sahu. | ; at : wy wara at.| naving conceived it. On the basis 
/towns and schools they were at tthe Grét insintnent “Cut on the 
/tending would have sufficed. yy hte peo id ' age? ; ‘d a ite 
THE BRIGHTER DAY | When the forum participants Limb” s ould more than a! s 
With Margaret Draper, Bill Smith, were finally led to the subject at quota of listeners. rlo. 
| Bill Redfield, Jay Meredith, Pat hand negative reactions centred : 
| Holsey, Lorna Lynn; Bill Rogers, about the city’s fast pace, indiffer- ROY SHUDT 
announcer ‘ence to others and congested trans- 30 Mins., Mon.-thru-Sat., 11 p.m. 
| Producer: Ed Wolf portation. On _ the credit side Participating 
Writer: Orin Tovrov -Gotham’s cultural advantages were WROW, Albany 
/15 Min., Mon.-thru-Fri., 2:45 p.m. | cited along with its cosmopolitan Roy Shudt, sports director of 
PROCTER & GAMBLE ‘atmosphere. A far better impact WROW and caller of events over 
_CBS, from N. Y. might have been obtained had the public address at the Saratoga 
| (Compton) Roffman steered his guests into a Raceway, is now doing delaved 
“The Brighter Day’ shapes up roundtable analysis of the topic broadcasts of eight races nightly 
as a sentimental, enjoyable soaper, rather than monopolizing most of under the sponsorship of five Al- 
good for the matinee trade. Mon- the conversation himself. Gilb. bany and Troy firms. Each sponsor 
day’s (11) premiere had its quarter- ——_—_—_—__— , plugged one ue: the others 
* segment largely taken u — also being mentioned. 
with eupeuiinn: dy place the ot REPORT TO THE PARTNERS Over a period of seven or eight 
ting and characters, but perform- With Bob Ferris ie years, Shudt has developed into 
ance and scripting gave evidence Writer-producer, Bob Hillis one of the country’s top_harness- 
of a satisfactory serial. 15 mins., Saturday, 6:45 p.m. casters—he works at a California 
Setting is a warm, engaging Sustaining track each spring and serves at the 
household, the story dealing with KJR, Seattle — ; ...._ summer and fall sessions of the 
the family life of a poorly-paid min- | his first of a series of programs Saratoga half-miler. One-time Troy 
ister in a small town. Opener was for the Seattle-King County Com- Record sportswriter knows the 
taken up largely with the family munity Chest reveals a sound basic trotters and pacers and_ their 
adjusting itself to the departure idea in reporting on what Chest drivers. His broadcasts show the 
to the big city of the boy friend agencies do by having the bene- sure touch of an expert, miker pos- 
of Liz. who runs the household ficiaries of the agencies report to sessing the voice and the delivery 
for her father, the minister. House- the public. — i ia to highlight technical knowledge. 
hold includes the preacher; daugh- Show, which presentec sour’ peo- It’s a question, in fact, whether 
— ager Jiz: voung struggling ple who take infants and children the airing of eight races do not 
som Cireviin "the teaeereale fami- into their homes while they are constitute an overload. Even with 
tog pce baggy onl t ona er Patsy waiting to be adopted, held plenty the preliminaries stripped, Shudt 
Mb gees cd Hs patil eenag ""* of interest, with a Se ee sometimes has to crowd to get in 
a ses B > : ‘ al i aving >» temporary : ol eve : ni for 
Possibilities for a good show are — Saale tell | they veel the final event. Shudt spiels for the 


policy exercised by European 
unions. Again scanning the crvstal 
ball, he felt that labor will “gang 


aces t . — ilo- : ‘© sponsors, backed up by an over- 
furerames: bs i U.S. Bs of lite the to-be-adopted-kids into their joud transcribed message from 
— . ela Bron, i (Continued on page 34) | Deac Rossel. ; Jaco. 


CITIZEN OF THE WORLD 


With Lee J. Cobb, narrater; Paul 


Bouchon, Butch Cavell, Rebert 

Dryden, Stephen Hill, Gerald 

Kean, Paul Mann, Bryna Ray- 

burn, Joseph deSantis, Ann 

Shepherd, Hans vanStuwe, Cart 

Swenson, Charles Irving, Oscar 

Brand 
Writer-Director: Norman Corwin 
Producer: Werner Michel 
Composer-Conductor: Alexander 

Semmler 
60 Mins., Sun. (10), 10 p.m. (One- 

Shot) 

Sustaining 
CBS, from New York 

Norman Corwin came back to 
radio Sunday night (10) after 
nearly a two-season layofi! As 
writer-director of an ambitious 60- 
documentary called “Citi- 
zen of the World,” which was slot- 
ted in the 10 to 11 p.m. segment 
on CBS, Corwin, with a wonderiul 
from Lee J. Cobb, who nar- 
rated the hour-long stanza, took 
on a herculean task—relating the 
story of men and women who work 
in remote areas of the world to 
improve mankind's well-being. 

Corwin’'s return to radio was sig- 
nificant from several angles. What, 
the trade had been asking, would 
the “father” of the documentary 
in radio reveal in the development 
of a technique that had been run 
practically dry over the past dec- 
ade? What Corwin had _ initially 
peojected had been played to the 
hilt, with multiple variations—and 
frequent improvements—leading to 
the generalization that the docu- 
mentary, as such, had seen its day 
in radio; that there was a crying 
need for fresh formulas. 

That Corwin would have some- 
thing to say, and that it would be 
said beautifully, with lofty over- 
tones but with a full appreciation 
of the ‘‘common touch,” was taken 
for granted in advance. He didn't 
let his listeners down. Also, that 
Corwin would achieve an objectiv- 
ity too frequently lacking in doc- 
umentary programming; that he 
would get to the core of evils be- 
setting a turbulent world and 
heighten the message with a su- 
perb directorial hand was also ac- 
cepted. Again Corwin came 
through. 

And that Lee J. Cobb gave mean- 
ing to Corwin’s words and endowed 
the narrator role with a sensitivity 
and brilliance all its own was not 
surprising; nor did it come as a 
surprise that Alexander Semmler’s 
musical score and bridges shone on 
their own. 

But in fashioning his saga of the 
increasing band of -‘world citi- 
zens” who are contributing their 
bit against the enemies of mankind 
—War, Disease, Famine, Poverty, 
Erosion and Overpopulation” (prob- 
lems that have been around a long 
time)—Corwin has taken up pre- 
cisely whexe he left off. 

That he appeals to a minority is 
praiseworthy. Notable, too, is that 
such an ambitious concept, as big 
as life itself, can be reduced to 
such a meaningful denominator. 
(“There may seem little connec- 
tion between the citizen of the 
world and the people of the world; 
but there’s hardly a man alive who 
doesn’t stand to benefit, some way 
or another, by the work this citizen 
has cut out for himself. There 
are even those who think the citi- 
zen is just about the greatest hope 
on two feet ad 2 

Yet this Corwin documentary 
was formless, too often static. It 
cried for some action—not just 60 
minutes of talk, regardless of how 
fine the talk. It cried for some dra- 
matic content to heighten the ten- 
sion. It’s asking much of a person 
to listen to 60 minutes of talk. Cor- 
win gave them the words—but a 
much-needed added fillip was miss- 
ing. Rose. 


minute 


assist 


QUIZ CHAMPIONS 


With Pinky Hunter emcee, Bob 
Godley, and guests Eddie Coen, 
Nate Wallick, Russ Gestner, 


Wally Brown and Pat Rooney; 

announcer, Bruce Charles 
Producer: Bob Godley 
30 mins.; Friday 8 p.m. 
STUDE@GAKER 
WHK, Cleveland 

(Stern-Warren ) 

From the stage of the RKO 
Palace, WHK, with Studebaker 
sponsoring, brings a sport quiz to 
test a panel of experts. As a change 
of pace, Pinky Hunter, a capable 
emcee, moves into the audience and 
asks questions. Both those submit- 
ting questions as well as those an- 
swering receive monetary awards 
with a bonus going to those ques- 
tions that the panel of experts can’t 
answer. 

Bob Godley, quick on the re- 
partee and saberish with the an- 
swers, carries much of the verve 
and teams with Hunter to sparkle 
the stanza. The questions are, of 
course, a test to both listeners and 
paneleers with stanza caught fea- 
turing as panel members both the 
publicity directors of the three 
Cleveland pro teams and two vaude 
stars, .. Mark. 
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WOXR Loses Its Appeal vs. WPTR 


In Bid for Upstate N. Y. Listeners 


% 





Washington, July 12. * 

New York Times appeal for pro- 
tection of its upstate WQXR audl- 
ence trom the projected 50kw op- 
eration of WPTR in Albany was 
devied last week by the FCC. 
Agency said WQXR claims of in- 
terference by the present 10kw 
transmitter of WPTR, based on a 
survey of a small number of lis- 
teners cannot be given any 
weight” even if facts were fur- 
nished regarding the selectivity of 
the of the complaining 
listeners. Both WQXR and WPTR, 
which is owned by the Schine The- 
are near the top of the 


receivers 


atre chain 


dial 

However, since WQXR had asked 
hat WPTR be restrained from 
coinmmencing programs tests with 


50kw until the U. S. Court of Ap- 
peals has ruled on the case, the 
Commission allowed the Times 14 
days to apply for a stay order. 
WQXR has contended to the Court 
that it was entitled to a hearing be- 
fore the Commission granted 
WPTR its 50kw authorization. 
Prior to the ruling, WQXR had 
filed a petition in which it cited a 
survey of subscribers in upstate 
New York to its Program Guide to 


determine whether the present 
10kw operation of WPTR inter 
feres with WQXR programs. Com- 


plaints from listeners as well as the 
survey, said WQXR, “show con- 
clusively” that WPTR is causing 
“severe interference” which will 
“very substantially increase” if 
WPTR is stepped up to 50kw, with 
resultant loss of audience to 
(Continued on page 34) 


Pay Sought On 
Award B casts 


Standard rule requiring actors 
to be paid for all drama prize- 
award broadcasts on which they 
have to play scenes from their 
shows may be adopted by Actors 
Equity and the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists. Matter arose 
last week in connection with yes- 
terday’s (Tues.) Donaldson Awards 
broadcast on ABC. Although 
Equity gave a partial clearance for 
the stanza, a committee will study 
the situation with the idea of work- 
ing out a permanent pelicy. 

The Equity council had origi- 
nally given a full waiver for the 
broadcast, repeating its clearance 
oi previous years. However, one 
oi the council members, Alan 
Hewitt, who was to appear on the 
program as a member of the cast 
ot “Death of a Salesman,” ap- 
pealed to the council to recon- 
sider the okay. He pointed out 
that actors who had done scenes 
from plays on the Critics’ Circle 
and Pulitzer award broadcasts haa 
been paid. Furthermore, he ar- 
gued that the management, rather 
than the actors, would benefit pri- 
marily from the airing. 

As a result of Hewitt’s request, 
the Equity council partially re- 
vised its waiver for the broadcast, 
ruling that actors could participate 
without pay if they wished to, but 
must be given the regular AFRA 
scale it they so stipulated. It was 
also decided to turn the whole 
question over to a special commit- 
tee for study and report, with a 
view of adopting a permanent rule. 

On receipt of the Equity clarifi- 
cation, members of the “Salesman” 
cast held a meeting, at which it 
was decided that all should insist 
on payment for the broadcast. 
Participating performers from 
other award-winning shows 





were 
also contacted and urged to de- 
mand tor the program. In the 
case ot “Salesman,” the one- 


eighth ot a week's salary amounted 
to about $450. 


Brewery’s 406 Spots 


Seattle, July 12 

Sick’s Brewery is placing a $40.- 
000 spot campaign on 18 stations 
in Washington state and Alas- 
ka, using series of transcribed 
musical spots made by Bob Har- 
vey and his band with Carol King. 
Spots were produced at KJR here 


With Roland Bradley handling pro- 
duction, Len Beardsley announc- 
ing 


Campaign began July 1 for a 
two-month period, with possibility 


Oi continuing. \ 


AFRA, WGN (Chi) Settle 


Announcer Pay Dispute 


Chicago, July 12. 

American Federation of Radio 
Artists and WGN have settled a 
vear-long controversy regardins 
extra pay for staff announcers who 
handle participating commerciad 
shows WGN manager Frank P 
Schreiber and AFRA exec secre- 
tarv Ray Jones came to agreement 
last week (8) with the station rec- 
ognizing that participation shows 
will figure in the union contract 
regarding base pay of $114.35 for 
a maximum twelve 15-min. shows 
per week. Jones had argued that 
participations should be classed as 
commercial shows. 

Dispute had come to a head w ith 
AFRA filing an application for 
hearing before the NLRB, but it 
was withdrawn after Jones and 
Schreiber had an amicable settle- 
ment. Some 15 staff announcers 
started on the readjusted wage 
formula July 10, but did not win 
retroactive pay. 


Racetrack Tie 


~ Charge Sparks 
WMIE Hearing 


12 





Miami, July 


Federal Communications Com- 
'mission hearing held here on ap- 
plication to transfer license for sta- 
tion WMIE from original owners, 


| 


Lincoln Operating Co., to Sun 
Coast Broadcasting Corp., wound 
up in a crossfire of acrimonious 


questioning, with Barry Gray, sta- 
tion’s midnight gabber, and Daniel 
J. Sullivan, director of unofficial 
‘Miami Crime Commission,” the 
principals. 

Sullivan’s testimony was aimed 
at qualification of Arthur B. Mc- 
Bride (owner of Cleveland Foot- 
ball Club) and Arthur Sherby as 
principal stockholders of the Sun 
Coast group to operate the station, 
‘based on McBride’s former con- 
|nection with Continental Press 
'Service, news agency which dis- 
seminates racetrack information 
and results nationally. The serv- 
ice is now owned by Edward Me- 
| Bride, his son. 

Sullivan asked FCC examiner 
Leo Resnick and counsel] A. Harry 
| Becker to “determine if he (Mc- 
| Bride) still has an interest in the 
bookie wire service.” The FCC 
|reps advised him to file such a 
‘request “with Washington.” 

Under  cross-examination by 
| WMIE counsel, Sullivan retused to 
|answer when asked if he had not 
‘originally been employed by a 
igroup known as “the Secret Six” 
to investigate local crime condi- 
'tions; and that this group included 
Jobn S. Knight, publisher of the 


Miami Herald (WQAM), Dan J. 
Mahoney, vice-president of the 
Miami News (WIOD), and Col. 
Frank Katzentine at station 
WKAT. 

Gray, summoned for testimony 


because of his stand on legalized 
| bookmaking, told the hearing his 
support of this type of gambling 
was personal and in no way re- 
flected policy ot the station, add- 
ing that he advocated “no other 
form of gambling.” In recent 
weeks the gabber had also criti- 


cized the crime commission broad- 
casts (aired over the majority of 
local stations Saturday nights) 


based, as he said, on suspicion of 


the motives and methods of the 
organization. The Commission's 
programs consisted largely in re- 


vealing the backgrounds and rec- 
ords of gamblers who have settled 
in this area. 

Robert Venn, a stockholder and 
general manager of the WMIE op- 
eration, had previously testified 
that Gray did not reflect station 
policy and was allowed to express 
his own opinion at all times. He 
pointed out that WMIE was one 
ot two stations which has refused 
to carry the Crime Commission 
broadcasts, because they were 
“definitely un-American.” 

Hearings will be resumed 
Washington in September. 


in 








Senate-Webster 


Continued from page 27 











(D., Colo.), it was understood, felt | 
Webster made was when Tobey, 
asked him: ‘What is your present 
view on superpower?” | 

Webster replied: “I am not so 
sure that it is not a problem that | 
the Commiss:on has got to take up 
with Congress.” 

Johnson and Tobey hive been | 
among the Commission's severest 
critics for allegedly being disposed | 
to favor granting superpower to} 
some clear channel stations. Web- 
ster, aS an engineer member of 
the Commission, has been regarded 
by Committee members as a key 
influence on this question. 

Tobey practically threw the 
book at Webster on Commission 
policy regarding color video. He 
suggested possible indifference of 


the industry to presenting pro- 
posals at the forthcoming FCC 
hearings (in middle or late Au- 
gust) which Webster admitted he 
had not considered. On this sub- 
ject there was the following ex- 
change: 
Q&A Routine 

Q: “What is the reason for RCA 

and various manufacturers oppos- 


>, 


ing color television standards? 
A: “It has been a mystery to me, 
and I do not know.” 
Q@: “Have you talked to any of 


their representatives at all?” 


| 
| 


} 
| 
} 


| tor 


A: 
them. 


Q: “Now suppose no one in the 
industry comes forward to testify 
color. Would you be con- 
cerned?” 

A:“. .. That would be most un- 
fortunate. I just cannot visualize 
they're do.ng it.” 

Q: “If it did not come in do you 


“IT have kept from 


away 


feel the FCC should present tes- 


'dignation over its failure to con- 


9) 


timony 
A: “... We would have to then.” 
Q: “Would you consider subpoe- 
naing testimony from industry?” 
A: “I certainly would. My 
thinking had never gone that far. 
.. . But maybe you are right, may- 
be they will not.” 
Before Tobey finished his ques- 


tioning last week he had compiled | 


a comprehensive record on Web- 
Ster’s position on various major 
matters before the Commission. He 
had put him on record as saying 
that “color is here” and that it 
would be the “dominant” system 
of the future. 

He had elicited a denial from 
Webster that he had criticized the 
Committee, reportedly out of in- 


firm him before his term expired. 
He had built up a more tangible 
basis for appraising the nominee's 


qualifications than had previously 


‘been established. 


Finally, while 


|there appeared to be little doubt 
_that Webster would be confirmed, 


the Senator had succeeded in im-| 


pressing the Committee with the 


importance of carefully inquiring 
into the competence of members 
of an agency responsible for such 
far-reaching determinations as the 
future of television. 


NBC IS IMPRESSED BY 
LADD’S AUDITIONER 


NBC liked the looks of a prelim- 
(nary audition of a Hank Ladd 
comedy-variety show whipped _ to- 
gether by Herb Moss for a WNBC 
('N. Y.) airing. As result, the web 
ordered a_ full-blown audition, 
made last night (Tues.), with a 
view toward an August teeoff on 
the network, 

Web’s aim is to build Ladd into 
the bigtime comedy Sweepstakes 
with last night’s audition getting a 
top-shelf production. In addition 
to Ladd, Gordon Jenkins and a 22- 





piece orch, singer Betty Brewer 
and a choral group have been 


inked, along with Nelson Case as 
announcer. Bob Wamboldt is su- 
pervising for NBC. 

Writers include Ladd, Coleman 
Jacoby, Arnie Rosen. Roger Price, 
and Tom Adair for special lyrics. 





Mrs. Leitz Tabbed as Prez 
Ot K. C. Radio Council 


Kansas City, July 12. 

Radio Council of Greater Kansas 
City recently elected Mrs. Frank 
B. Leitz as president for the 1949- 
50 year. Board of directors in- 
cludes John Thornberry, Boy's 
Club director and WHB newscaster, 
and Anne Hayes, director of 


}“omen’s activities for KOMO. 


reoereesee eben 


Who's the Sucker? 


Washington. July 12. 


Yes, progress is tragic. But for whom? That's what Sen. Charleg 
W. Tobey (R-N.H.) wanted to know at a hearing last week into the 
qualifications of Edward M. Webster for a new term on the FCC, In 
questioning Webster on FCC policy regarding possible obsolescence 
of video receivers as a result of UHF and color television, the 


following colloquy took place: 


Tobey: “Did you ever contemplate giving a warning to the public 
. that these changes are impending and that they might 20 a 


little slowly in buying the sets? 


mercial manufacturing industry’ 


chines at any cost?” 


Would that contravene the com- 
s strong-arm tactics to seil ma. 


Webster: “I do not see how you are going to progress in this art 


unless the public buys receivers. 


that says ‘Do not buy anything 


Now, if we put out something 
now until you get UHF coming 


along’ everything is going to stop.” 
Tobey: “That would be tragic, would it not?” 


Webster: “That is what I said.’ 
Tobey: “Would it be tragic?” 


Webster: “I do not think it would be tragic—wait a minute—yes, 


it would be tragic.” ; 
Tobey: “Tragic for whom?” 


Webster: “It would be tragic for the manufacturers who sell the 
obsolete sets, but it would not be tragic for the public who kept 


their dollars in their stockings 


to wait for this color television. 


The only way in which to get the industry going is to have the 


public buy sets.” 


Tobey: “In other words, have the public as suckers.” 

















effects to be in keeping with the 
setting. 

On one leading mystery tested, 
the story got off to a good start 
while the detective was in this 
country. Soon after he made a 
' plane flight to a European capital, 
interest dropped off. The Euro- 
pean part of the story averaged 
seven liking points lower than the 
American part. Why? The audi- 
ence voted that “they weren’t con- 
vinced that he was in Lisbon.” 


| In another case, the producer of 


several mysteries decided to use 
some of his basic script ideas for 
a highly successful one as the 
foundation for another, newer 
show. One change was to move 
the story to an Oriental back- 
-ground. Little attention was paid 
to filling in the proper mood ma- 
terial. The result? The success- 
ful. well-authenticated show cus- 
tomarily would have liking scores 
in the high 70's; the new show 
scored around 50. 


In another case, Schwerin tested, 


a new show starring a personality 
already closely identified with one 
| detective part. The deliberate at- 
tempt was made to avoid making 
|the new role a close imitation of 
the old. That was desirable, but 
in certain instances it was found 
that the program was going too far 
in the opposite direction. It was 
discovered that the character could 
be changed quite a bit, but that it 
was important to retain settings 
and sit ations that weren’t com- 
_pletely out of keeping with the 
former part this star had made 
' famous. 

The principle of approach—get- 
ting started strongly, and getting 
| started right—is important on all 
' shows, but especially in mysteries. 
|‘A good mystery must catch inter- 
‘est quickly. 

| In one leading program of the 
type, Schwerin found that the 
earlier the crime committed (usu- 
lally the killing) was first men- 
| tioned, the better liked the pro- 
gram was. In a dozen episodes 
_ tested, there was an exact relation- 
| Ship between the time this was 
done and how well people reacted 
to the show. This was only one 
of the rules that help to make this 
show a strong one. Schwerin 
doesn’t pretend that this alone 
would automatically make the show 
well liked, but its many followers 
did enjoy it most when they had 
an early opportunity to start mov- 
ing toward the crime’s solution. 

In another mystery, the most ef- 
fective method of approach turned 
out to be a scene in which the de- 
tective’s boss assigned the case to 
him. It worked better than scenes 
in Which the killing itself was 
dramatized, or any of a number of 
other opening methods tried out. 

Another fault sometimes encoun- 
tered is introducing too much of 
a humorous character into a show 
the central mood of which is tense- 
ness and fast action. Writers some- 
times feel that their program needs 
a little “comedy relief.” The basic 
appeal of some leading programs 
doesn't allow for this. One very 
successful show tried, in one edi- 
tion, to work a comedy character 
all through the story, subordinat- 
ing the tough, capable detective to 
him. Normally, episodes of this 
show score in the 70's; this edition 
had the worst score in the series, 
an average otf only 60. 

Still another fault, not that of 


ee 
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Schwerin on Mysteries | 


Continued from page 26 jae 





mysteries alone, is giving an actor 
a piece of business to convey that 
is too subtle to be put over on the 
radio. On one program, one of the 
“good” characters was supposed 
to stage a phoney robbery, with 
his real character being unknown 
either to the audience or the other 
characters at that point in the 
script. To the listeners the actors 
‘dese and dose" language was in- 
distinguishable from plain bad act- 
ing; liking went down to an unusu- 
ally low point tor this program. 


On another show, a criminal was 
supposed to be impersonating the 
detective. This merely served to 
confuse many listeners. The fre 
quent changes from the real de- 
tective to the false one left them 
completely at sea. If the actor does 
a good voice imitation in a situa- 
tion like gthis, it compounds the 
confusion; if he does a poor one, 
it violates the mood because the 
audience can't believe that the 
|other characters won't recognize 
the imposter as easily as they do. 

Multiplicity of characters (and 
especiall, of suspects) is another 
mood-destroying influence Schwe- 
rin has often run into in tests. 
Even on top shows this weakness 
is sometimes observable. On one 
'oecasion, seven characters were 
| present in a scene where a killing 
‘occurred during a free-for-all; the 
scene didn’t create nearly the in- 
terest that such climactic moments 
| customarily do on this program. 
| Emphasis—The Show's Structure 
_ Among problems of emphrsis, 
one that has turned out to be .m- 
portant to many mystery shows 
'tested by Schwerin is act struc- 
ture. Listeners can often get a feel- 
\ing of fast pace, or alternatively 
‘of monotony, from the balance of 
length between acts. 

On one mystery show, it was dis- 
covered that when the two acts 
‘were of the same length, liking 
was low. But if the first act was 
either longer or shorter than Act II 
| (it didn’t matter which), listeners’ 
interest was kept up. 
| Another mystery achieved best 
|results when its first act was short 
and its second act long. Having 4 
long first act proved fatal whea 
‘used on this program. 
| Too long an opening teaser scene 
‘has turned out to be bad practice 
‘in some cases. Schwerin has found 
in at least one instance that this 
not only slows down interest 11 
| the story it makes the first 
commercial seem interrupiive, low 
ering the show’s advertising ln 
pact. oa 

The final element in Schwerin’ 
set of principles is Direction, Te 
ferring in this usage to the kind 
of people to whom a program ap 
peals. There is considerable range 
in the appeal of different mys 
teries; it is definitely a mistake to 
feel that they will onls appeal to 
certain audience groups. 

Perhaps the most import 


| 


ant rule 
brought 


of thumb Schwerin has Di 
out in regard to direction 1s ve 
mysteries are mos 


“private eve” 4 
likely to appeal to youngel adults, 
while the “official detective” type 
of show is usually best liked by 
older peopte. No generalizations in 
qualitative research are invariably 
true, but Schwerin holds that the 
sponsor looking for a mystery roe 
gram will get off to the best sta 

'sales-wise if he uses this rule ot 
thumb in making his selection. , 
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list” stemming from the “conserv- 
ative” wing of the socalled Artists 
Committee of AFRA. This com- 
mittee, though now defunct, still 
functions in an off-the-record ca- 
pacity, holding regular meetings, 
airing grievances, etc. It was this 
group that succeeded in whipping 
into action the two ex-FBI mem- 


bers, Theodore Kilpatrick and 
Kenneth Bierly, who now publish 
the anti-Red “Counterattack” 


newsletter, which in its last issue 
did a chapter-and-verse breakdown 
of alleged Communist infiltration 
in radio, in which CBS was singled 
out as “the most satisfying network 
for the Communists.” Lengthy paen 
went on to state: “Exaet degree of 
infiltration by Communist party 
members and other Communists in 
CBS or any other network is hard 
to determine. But it’s plain that 
NBC and Mutual are least satisfac- 
torv to Communists... that Amer- 
ican Broadcasting Co. is about at 
halfway between most satisfactory 
and least satisfactory ... and that 
CBS is tops as far as Communists 
are concerned.” 

While there’s a general tendency 
to laugh off the Kilpatrick-Bierly 
attack as merely the rantings of a 
couple extremists, nevertheless it’s 
recognized that the inflammatory 
soundoffs are having their effect 
in inciting the sponsors and agen- 
cies. The Artists Committee ele- 
ment and the collaborative efforts 
of the “Counterattack” publishers 
inspired General Foods to crack 
dewn on its Phillips Lord show and 
the “list” is being planted in all 
the major agencies responsible for 
eommercial programming. 

The RDG resolutions follow: 

“Whereas William M. Sweets, 
member of the RTDG, was forced 
to resign as director from the 
Philips H. Lord packaged ‘Gang- 
busters’ and ‘Counterspy,’ because 
of ‘sponsor-agency pressures’ 
which was brought to bear because 
of his alleged political beliefs, and 


MM \yeveas at no time has the ability 


or the integrity of Sweets ever 
been questioned by the Lord or- 
ganization over a period of six 
years of constant employment, nor 
by the sponsors and agencies in- 
volved at any time, and whereas it 
is now, always has been and always 
will be a fundamental precept of 
the RTDG that a man’s talent and 
ability shall be the sole criteria by 
which 
ment: 

“Therefore be it resolved that 
(1) the action taken by the Lord 
organization and the sponsors and/ 
or agencies involved, in forcing 
the resignation, is a gross injustice 
against Sweets, the entire member- 
ship of the RTDG and the radio 
and television industry; 

(2) that in order to remedy this 
injustice a committee siall be ap- 
pointed immediately to bring this 
resolution to the notice and atten- 
tion of the Lord office, sponsors 
and agencies involved; 

(3) that in order to remedy this 
injustice this committee shail take 
such further action as it may deem 


‘Blacklist’ Counter-Attack | 


Continued from page 25 








necessary, including the recom- 
mendation as _ provided in the 
RTDG constitution, for the issu- 


ance of a restraining order.” 
Following is a second resolution: 
“Whereas widespread reports in 
the radio and television industry 
point to the existence of a blacklist 
of directors, writers and actors, 
based on their political beliefs, and 
whereas blacklists are un-American 
in principle and purpose, designed 
to deprive a man arbitrarily of his 
means of livelihood, and whereas 
the RTDG views with indignation 
and alarm the mere implication of 
the existence of a blacklist, any- 
where in the radio and television 


industry, and whereas it is now, 
always has been and always will 
be a fundamental precept of the 
RTDG that a man’s talent and 
ability shall be the sole criteria by 
which he is judged for employ- 
ment; 


“Therefore be it resolved (1) the 
RTDG unequivocally condemns the 
existence and use of blacklists in 
the radio-television industry; 

*“(2) that a committee shail be 
appointed immediately to bring 
this resolution to the notice and at- 
tention of all agencies, breadcast- 
ing companies and others employ- 
ing directors and to take such fur- 
ther action as it may deem neces- 
sary against any agency which im- 
poses and employs a blacklist.” 

Both resolution were unanimous- 
ly passed by the council. 





he is judged for employ- 
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conception that a show had to cost 
$20,000 a week in order to sell 
their merchandise.” 

Outfits with modest ad_ allot- 
ments which ABC has recently 
inked include Speidel, which took 
a quarter-hour on “Stop. the 
Music,” and Brunner-Ritter, which 
will back “Chance of a Lifetime” 
on Sundays at 9:30 p.m., starting 
late in September. Other first- 
time-in-radio sponsors the web 
has are Norwich and the Assn. of 


American Railroads. Backers it 
introduced to broadcasting, and 
who are now at other nets, in- 
clude U. S. Steel, Elgin-American, 
Allis-Chalmers, Alcoa and Hall- 
mark. 

The research operation is now 


stressing a qualitative rather than 
a quantitative approach and _ is 
serving as a detective agency to 
turn up possible new radio spend- 
ers. The staff looks over economic 


,source material to find firms with 


three qualifications: (1) they sell 


| goods or services to the public; 


(2) have ad budgets smaller than 
those generally expended by net- 
work advertisers; and (3) they 


/haven’t yet used national radio. 


“Research is growing in im- 


| oasis more cost-conscious. And | 


_ years. 


rate a sponsor. 


portance as the economy continues | 


a downward slide,” said Ben Ge- 
dalecia, ABC research manager. 
“Advertisers in all media are be- 
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| atrical 


' songstress 


we can show them that they get 
into more homes per dollar spent 


through advertising than any 
other medium.” 
According to Gedalecia, the 


number of radio homes is steadily 
increasing and has jumped more 
than. 3,635,000 in the past two 
Thus a program which got 
a 10.0 Nielsen rating in '46 and in 
’48 would have gained 363,500 ad- 
ditional listeners, despite the fact 
that its rating showed no change. 
In TV, he points out in an ABC 
promotion piece, a show whose 
rating dropped from 50 in January, 
'49, to 30 in July, would not have 
lost any viewers—in fact it would 
have gained 13°%. 
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homes and make them part of the 
family. 

The four people on the pro- 
gram—two mothers and a wife and 


husband team —had, in the pre- 
ceding year, taken from Chest 


agencies children ranging in age 
from a few weeks to several years 
and kept them for periods ranging 
from a few weeks to a year. 

Bob Ferris draws out the partici- 
pants in a showmanly manner, 
wisely letting them depart from 
the okay script for take-offs in re- 
lating their experiences, the pro- 
gram adding up to a good job of 
telling the partners just what the 
Chest is doing with the money the 
partners contribute each year. 

Reed. 


SPORTS NEWS 

With Sherb Herrick 

15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Sat., 7 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WXKY, Albany 

Sherb Herrick, before and after 
the war an announcer-sportscaster 
at WABY-WOKO and_ onetime 
baseball caller over WABY, started 
a sports roundup on WXKY when 
he joined the station recently. It 
consists chiefly of the day’s re- 
sults, chatter and some commen- 
tary, with an occasional interview. 

One of the latter heard, and de- 
ecidedly listenable, was with the 
captain of an Albany polo team, 
that sport having been revived 
here. More interviews would give 
the program distinction and shade 
off the teletype phase, which has 
become too common on area sports 
shows. Herrick might give greater 
stress to commentary, too. And 
consider whether the coverage 
given several sports—wrestling for 
instance—might be cut. 

Herrick seems to work from a 
rough script, fill-ins sometimes 
being overwordy. He possesses a 
strong, firm voice. Show could 
Jaco, 
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Hildegarde was recipient of an 
extraordinary civic salute on a Mu- 
tual hookup as WOR (N. Y.) picked 
it up Saturday night, her closing 
at the Shamrock Hotel, Houston. 
It was virtually a C. of C. shindig, 
one of those rare occasions when 
an entire community pitched up 
such a hail-and farewell for a the- 
personality. From Glenn 
McCarthy, bossman of the fabulous 
Hotel Shamrock, to the Houston 
civic leaders, and others, they put 
the accent on the “incomparable” 
Hildegarde. In between which the 
maintained a smooth 
flow of songalog and showmanship, 
utilizing her standard “roses” rou- 
tine to introduce the local boost- 
ers in a natural manner. End re- 
sult, of course, was a signal trib- 
ute from an entire metropolis to a 


| show biz personality who apparent- 


ly made unusual impact on the lo- 
cal community. 


Luis Van Rooten turned 
tour de force performance on the 
46th dramatic piece presented by 
NBC's “Radio City Playhouse” 
Monday night (11). It was a super- 
lative one-man job in which Rooten 
handled no less than 12 parts in a 
play seripted by himself. Van Roo- 
ien, one of radio’s top thespers, re- 
vealed a new aspect of his versatil- 
ity with his accurate and powerful 
writing style. 

Titled “Disintegration,” the play 
was a_ psychological chiller con- 
cerning the fragmentation of a ra- 
dio actor’s personality into the 
various roles which he played in 
the past. With remarkable deft- 
ness, thesper slipped into a dozen 
parts, defining each one clearly 
while running the gamut of dia- 
lects. As a stunt broadcast, it was 
unique in its demonstration of 
his protean abilities. Beyond that, 
however, the play was a standout 
horror stery, made even more hor- 
rible by the reality of Van Rooten’s 
projection. 


| to 


in a) 


WQXR 
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eee es 
WQXR in the middle-eastern .sec- 
tion of New York State, and in 
Vermont and Massachusetts. 
WQXR said that if its applica- 
tion to boost its power from 10kw 
to 50kw is granted, the interfer- 
ence trom WPTR won't be so great 


but would still be “intolerable.” 
WQXR operates on 1560kc and 
WPTR is on 1540kce. 


WQXR told the Commission its 
program service “is unique in pre- 
sentation and 
any other source.” 


WPTR claimed the “solicited let- | 


of the WQXR survey and its 
engineering contentions “merely 
allegations in support of a claim 
of the right to serve an area which 
the Commission already has ruled 
is beyond the WQXR _ protected 
contour.” The Albany station said 
it has spent more than $300,000 to 
complete its 50kw installation and 
is now ready to provide a new 
service to 92.000 persons daytime 
and 216,000 persons nighttime. 


Yord to Direct CBS 


Coast Program Operations 


Hollywood, July 12. 

Indicating that CBS plans to put 
increased emphasis on Hollywood 
as a television program centre, 
the web this week named Kenneth 
L. Yord, member of the legal de- 
partment for 18 years. as director 
of AM and TV program operations 
on the Coast. Martin Leeds, busi- 
ness manager of the web’s Holly- 
wood program department in Hol- 
lywood, was named associate di- 
rector. 

In announcing the appointments, 
CBS veepee Jim Seward said they 
were made in line with the web’s 
rapidly-expanding program facili- 
ties in Hollywood for both AM and 
TV. While Yord will be in direct 
charge of program’ operations, 


ters”’ 


| Leeds’ duties will include negotiat- 


ing talent 
contracts. 

New assignments follow the re- 
cent emigration to the Coast of 
Harry Ackerman to head up CBS 
programming for both AM and TV 
and of Ralph Levy, former director 
on some of the top CBS-TV shows 


and package program 


| originating in N. Y., who will take 


over a similar job in Hollywood. 


_ Web, in addition, recently shipped 


six kinescope 
the Coast, which are to be used 
transcribe shows originating 
there for showing on the eastern 


|} and midwestern nets. 





WFIL Exec Changes 


Philadelphia, July 12. 
Two administrative changes have 


| been announced at WFIL. George 


A. Koehler, who has been directing 
sales promotion for the Inquirer 
stations (WFIL, WFIL-FM and 
WFIL-TV), has been named direc- 
tor of advertising and promotion— 
to supervise sales and audience 
promotion, publicity, special events 
and exploitation. 

T. E. Paisley, Jr., traffic manager 


at WFIL since Dec. 1945, has been | 
appointed assistant program direc- | 


tor. 





Cleveland. —Stan Anderson, ra- 
dio editor Cleveland Press. suc- 
cessfully whipped host of germs 





unduplicated from | 


recording units to | 


FMHeat on FCC 


' 


Re Equal Time’ 


Chicago, July 12. 

FM stations here have applied 
a heavy needle to the FCC towards 
making AM outlets with FM af- 
filiates broadcast an equal number 
of hours daily, whether or not pro- 
gramming is duplicated. AM _ in- 
'Ssiders are debating whether the 
move, if granted, might not boom- 


erang against the smaller indie 
| FM’ers. 
FM Broadcasters of Chicago- 


land, headed by Ralph Wood, Jr.. 
of WMOR., urged the FCC to apply 
| the heat against Chi AM stations 
to keep their FM stations on the 
air the same amount of hours as 
the AM facilities, pointing out that 
only one of the local stations, 
WMAQ-FM, is operating on a full- 
time basis 

Wood believed that the move 
would at least place equal em- 
phasis on FM, and in turn help all 
| FM’ers in their battle against AM. 
| He thinks that each indie FM sta- 
tion, no matter how small. can 
;}match the overall appeal of AM 
shows by highly specialized pro- 
| gramming. Main bent of the Chi 
| FMs so far is in the classical and 
cultural field. 


However, AM backers say that 
if they were forced to air their 
| programs on an FM basis on a 


day-long basis. there would be too 


much competition for the small 
indie FM’s, and would force most 
of them to the wall for lack of 


| listeners. 

| Wood has moved to affiliate the 
Chi group with the national FM 
| Assn. and has requested Standard 
| Rate and Data Service to include 
| FM stations within its regular ra- 
| dio section, instead of the present 
| system of listing them separately. 
| Another stab at recognition for 
| FM’s was to urge the Radio Manu- 
| facturers Assn. to ask its members 
|to distinguish in their advertising 
| between TV sets capable of re- 
| Celving the FM broadcast band and 
{those which merely carry an audio 
band on FM. 


-HONEYDREAMERS QUIT 


| 


__ ABC IN SKED HASSLE 


Chicago, July 12. 
Honeydreamers, vocal quintet, 
| has resigned from ABC following 
|a schedule difficulty with the net 
| on a sadio replacement for the 11 
a.m. spot vacated by the ‘‘Welcome 
Travelers’ move to NBC. Quint’s 
manager, Art Ward, has lined a 
deal whereby the vocalists will pro- 
duce package shows for radio and 
tele under Myron Wallace. Alter- 
|eation arose when Ward insisted 
{that the group couldn't take the 
a.m. radio spot after a late eve- 
| ning stretch with the College Inn 
“Salute” shows. 

Quint had been on ABC continu- 
| ously for 140 weeks on various sus- 
tainers and fill-in spots, as well as 
doing a stretch with ‘““Grennan Des- 
sert Party” via WENR-TV. 











Hartford—wWalter Haase, station 
manager of WDRC is celebrating 
| his 25th anni with the station. Has 
| held every job involved in station’s 
|operation from announcer, control 


| operator, disk jockey up to head 


and is now home after a hospital; announcer and station manager. 


stretch. 


Joined the station in July of 1924. 
































“Since he’s been eating Wheaties, nobody else can give him a match.” 
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Inside Television 


Prediction that. the television 


industry might produce and sell 


1,500,000 receivers during the final six months this year was made to 
the National Appliance and Radio Dealers Assn. in Chicago Monday 


(11) by RCA general sales manage 


r Allan B. Mills. “This anticipated 


vitality of the television market transcends anything we have ever ex- 
perienced in the past,” Mills said, “and at a time when even our best 
covered TV regions are considerably less than 20% saturated.” 

Mills noted several factors leading to an increase in sales, such as a 
decline in principal causes of electronic interference, the increased 
importance of styling in influencing receiver selection and an apprecia- 


tion of TV's tonal reproduction. 
sensitivity of new sets has expande 


Decline of interference and increased 


d the market into many regions for- 


merly considered fringe reception areas, he said. 








; : Fa 
NBC publicity release last week on its new contract for fight pickups 


with Madison Sq. Garden and the 1 


nternational Boxing Corp., indicates 


that no settlement has been reached in the hassle with CBS over which 
web will televise the outdoor championship fights staged by the Garden 


and the IBC. While CBS clainis it 
NBC avers it will have exclusive cr 

Otherwise, NBC’s contract calls 
matches from the Garden, under G 
had announced it would pick up all 
arena, N. Y., with 
had carried both the Monday and 
the outdoor matches. 


CBS-TV Documentary 
To Mark 18th Anni, 


With Accent on Future | 


CBS television is preparing a 
special half-hour’ show, titled 
“Giant in a Hurry,’ to mark its 


18th anniversary. Described as a 
light documentary, with Abe Bur- 
rows in the emcee role, the pro- 
gram is to be aired July 21 from 
9 to 9:30 p.m. 

Instead of reminiscing about 
what has happened in the past, the 
web plans to utilize the program 


to spotlight its present position in | 
the industry and where it hopes to | 


progress in the future. Show will 
include clips from ‘Television To- 
day,” the web’s recently-produced 
promotion film, plus some kine- 


scoped material from top programs | 
‘the automobile 


and a scene from the recent 
“Studio One” production of “The 
Shadowy Third.” 
a panel discussion on the social 
implications of TV. 

Show is to be directed by Paul 


Nickell, with John Peyser assisting. | Thursdays from 10 to 10:15 p.m.| gusta, Ga., a 5 kw station, for 
Special script is being written by | Contract signed for 13 weeks starts | $170,000, and WKUL in Cullman, 


Stanley Silverman. 


Ballantine’s in the bankroller’s seat 


Also planned is | 


will alternate on all outdoor events 
ack at all of them. 

for it to televise all Friday night 
illette sponsorship. CBS previously 
Monday night fights from St. Nick’s 
NBC formerly 
Friday night bouts, as well as all 


/PHILCO’S AUTO RADIO 
| PEAK SALES FOR *48 


Philadelphia, July 12. 

Sales of Philco auto radios have 
Maintained the high set in 1948, in 
which year the largest volume of 
car radio sales in the company’s 
history was recorded, according to 
Martin F. Shea general manager of 
the car manufacturers division of 
| the Philco Corp. 

Philco supplies the major por- 
tion of auto radios for the Chrysler 
Corp., Packard Motor Car Co., and 
the Studebaker Corp. In addition 
to Philco is original equipment 
auto radio headquarters in Detroit, 
the company has manufacturing 
plants in Sandusky, Ohio, and 
Philadelphia to produce car radios 
in quantity. Phileo has manufac- 
tured and sold about 4,500 sets to 
industry, since if 
first entered the field in 1930. 





| Carpenter-Morton Paint Co. 
| (Carmote) will bankroll UA’s Sport 
| Newsreel film on WBZ-TV, Boston, 


‘July 21. 


| 


| Chevvy Dealers Splurge 


n Detroit, July 12. 

Chevrolet Dealers of Metropoli- 
fan Detroit, through Campbell- 
Ewald agency, have ordered broad- 
cast and telecast of the ‘“Harms- 
worth Races” on WXYZ and 


| WXYZ-TV. 


_ After lapse of 16 years, competi- 

tion for the British International 
Trophy will be revived on the De- 
troit River July 29-30. 


16 Radio Station 
Sales Are Okayed 


Washington, July 12 

Something approaching a record 
was set by the FCC last week with 
the approval of 16 transfers of 
small and medium-size radio sta- 
tions, Involving an aggregate con- 
sideration of $762,000. Sales prices 
ranged from $11,000 to $170.000 

Included was the sale of WLPO 
in La Salle, Ill., a 250-watt daytime 
station, for $100,700 to a corpora- 
tion headed by Ruth Elizabeth 
Miller, a niece of Col. Robert R. 
McCormick of the Chicago Trib- 
une. Other officers in the com- 
pany are Peter Miller and Harold 
D. Bivins. 

Mrs. Ivo H. Sparkman, wife of 
Sen. John Sparkman of Alabama, 
paid $15,752 for a 49% interest in 
station WAVU in Albertville, Ala. 
Controlling ownerof the outlet, 
which has an FM permit, is Pat 
Murphy Courington. FCC said no 
profit was realized in the transac- 
tion. 

Among other sales was that of 
WAVZ in New Haven, Conn., to a 
group headed by Victor W. Knauth, 
editor of Omnibook magazine and 
including Daniel W. Kops and Mrs 
Kops. For the daytime station and 
its FM permit, the group paid $67.- 
500 plus accounts receivable of not 
more than $12,500. 

Other sales included KOWH in 
Omaha, a daytimer. to the Robert 
H. Storz family for $75,000; KXGI 
in Fort Madison, Ia., to A. Orrie 
Carson for $55,000; WRDW in Au- 





| Ala., a 250-watter, for $65,000. 


Negro Stereotypes on Air, Lack Of 
Job Chances Scored by Canada Lee 


A campaign to put pressure on 
networks, stations and sponsors to 
employ more Negroes and to elimi- 
nate stereotypes of Negroes, was 
launched Saturday (6) at a confer- 
ence called by the Committee for 
the Negro in the Arts. The parley. 
chaired by Fredi Washington, was 
attended by 300 radio and TV writ- 
ers, actors, directors, representa- 
tives of unions and colored organi 
zations 

In the keynote address, Canada 
Lee declared that the broadcasters 
attitude was typified by a request 
from a TV producéf for Negro ac- 
tors to play the cannibals, 
in which they would “eat a white 
dummy.” With exceptions 
Lee said, “Negroes are portrayed 
as giggling maids, Rochesters, Aunt 


role of 


rare 


Jemimahs and shiftless, lazy indi- | 
viduals The news broadcast is 
news of the white werid, except 
where a Jackie Robinson breaks 


through. The drama is a pure lily- | 
white drama in which almost never 
does a Negro enter the stories. 
Only in the field of music is there 
any manifestation of the Negro 
people’s contribution, and then the 


Ellingtons, Basies, Callaways, ete., 
are not represented on a_ single 
network show in any regular fash- 
ion.” 


“A virtual Tron Curtain exists 
against the entire Negro people as 
far as radio is concerned,” Lee de- 
clared. ‘Where is the story of 
our lives in terms of the ghetto 
slums in which we must live? 
Where is the story in terms of the 
jobs not available? Who would 
know us if he had to know us only 


by listening to Amos and Andy, 
Beulah. Rochester and minstrel 
shows?” 


Lee said that studies of public 
service awards reveal that a few 
indie stations do a better job than 


the networks in promoting inter- 
racial understanding. CBS’ ‘“Sus- 
pense” used Lena Horne on a 


broadcast in 1944, but has not used 
a Negro in the cast since, he said, 
and MBS’ “Superman” devoted one 
sequence to an expose of the Ku 


Klux Klan, but “apparently feels it 
has fulfilled its obligation with a 
single series.”” Writers who suggest 
stories about outstanding Negroes. 
he added, are often told “Don't 
forget, we broadcast to the South, 
too.” 

Several speakers stressed the 
fact that “too few Negroes are em- 
ployed in radio.” Peter Lyon, 
council member of the Radio Writ- 
ers Guild, reported that only two 
of its members were Negroes, and 
added that the best way to increase 
Negro employment in radio is 
through the broadcast unions 


Ohio Station Sues to Open 
Local Police Records On 
Discriminatory Charge 


Cleveland, July 12 
WEOL, in nearby Elyria, has 
sought a temporary” injunction 
from the Lorain County common 
pleas court egainst the city of Le- 
rain and three of its top officials, 
charging discrimination against 

the station’s news-gathering staff. 
Manager H. A. Seville, who filed 


the injunction request, named 
Mayor Patrick J. Flaherty, Police 
Chief Paul A. Gleaver, and Di- 
rector of Public Safety James M. 


Ryan, and asked that his news staff 
be given full access to “public 
records.” 

| According to Seville, the officials 
refused to let WEOL newsmen see 
reports of accidents, arrests and 
crimes, except between the hours 
of 8 a.m. and 9 a.m. daily. The sta- 
tion in its petition termed such 
treatment “unreasonable, and un- 
lawful discrimination” and added 
it prevented “WEOL from per- 
forming its legitimate duties to its 
listeners.” 

| WEOL recently was the scene 
of a mass walkout and subsequent 
discharge of staffmen who sought 
improvement in management-em- 
| ployee relations. 




















—heard by the most people where the most people are 





now carry Pears! 


about $1.00 per store. 
That, we think, is selling. That is what 
WOR can do for you, too. 


How much did this distribution cost? 
A pittance, men, a pittance— 


oap that slept for 9 years 


IF YOU HAVE a new product—or a product that’s been forced to slumber— 
use radio, use WOR. Radio and WOR are the fastest, most economical 
methods around the place. 
Look at Pears—Pears Soap, we mean. It’s a sensational story . . . 
Forced out of the American market in 1940—due to England’s 
war restrictions— (when Pears was selling for 15¢ per cake), Unilever, 
which makes Pears Soap, picked WOR-+and WOR only!—to reintroduce 
it to the American public in 1949 for 50¢ per cake. Imagine, a product 
9 years asleep and returning at 50¢ per cake! Such gall! 
What happened? Gentlemen, it’s breathtaking: 
In 3 months—three months, mind you—WOR’s adroit 
‘Barbara Welles” placed Pears—at 50¢ per cake—in 3,100 drug stores; 
48 department stores and 14 drug chains—from Hanover, New Hampshire 
to Raleigh, N. C. All but four major New York department stores 


WOR 
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Circling the Kilocycles 


Richmond — Polly  Daffron, 
woman’s commentator of WRNL, 
is in New York this week to attend 
the 13th National Press Week ot 
the New York Dress Institute. She 
will broadcast a series of programs 
on the fashion picture for the com- 
ing season. Her program, heard 
daily, Monday through Saturday 
from 8:45-9 a.m. will be continued 
from New York. 





San Antonio—Barbara Brown, 
receptionist for KMAC has been 
selected as “Miss San Antonio” 
to represent this city for the title 
of “Miss Texas,” the national 
beauty contest. 





Milwaukee — Milwaukee Com- 
mon Council has commended 
WTMJ and WTMJ-FM for assist- 
ing ‘the cause of civic betterment” 
by donating time for the city’s 
“Mr. Milwaukee” show aired every 
other Saturday. 

Moose Jaw, Sask.—C. H. “Buck’”’ 
Witney, promotion manager of 
CHAB, Moose Jaw, for two years 
and a staffer for 10, to CFAR, 
Flin Flon, Man., as manager. He 
succeeds Gerry Quinney, who will 
manage a station at Hamilton, Ont. 





Tulsa—Appointment of Charles 
. McKinney as manager of 
VOO’s promotion and merchan- 
dising department has been an- 
mounced by William B. Way, vice- 
resident and general manager of 
he station. Way also announced 
appointment of Miss Mary Lou 
Hedley, a '49 graduate of Okla- 
homa university’s journalism 
school, as assistant to McKinney. 





Charlotte—Jean Carson Brown, 
of Charlotte, has been named di- 
rector of publicity and program 
promotion for WBT, WBT-FM, 
and WBTV, Charles Crutchfield, 
general manager of the station, 
announced. Miss Brown came to 
WBT in June, 1947. She has been 
assistant to Bob Covington, WBT 
promotion manager. 





Greensboro, N. C.—E. C. Qualls, 
Sr., has resigned his position as 
general manager of WFNS, Bur- 
lington, owned and operated by 
the Burlington-Graham Broadcast- 
ing System, it was announced by 
W. Boman Sanders, prexy. Sand- 











Available! 


The Happy Kitchen, one 
of the Midwest’s oldest and 
most popular women’s pro- 
grams, is conducted by Sall 
Baker, KMBC-KFRM Grad- 
uate Home Economist. 

This 9 a.m. week-day 
morning feature, on the air 
for almost 15 years, has 
wide appeal and is deftly 





Sally Baker 
handled by Sally Baker. Her 


easy manner, informative 
household hints, recipes and 
food suggestions are of 
great interest to Heart of 
America listeners. . 
Satisfied sponsors of the 
Happy Kitchen in the past 
have included Alisweet 
Margarine, Nescafe, Knox 
Gelatine, Mason Jars, Norge 
Refrigerators and others. 
Contact us, or any Free 
& Peters “Colonel” for 








availabilities! 





,@ 8 -me 


of Kansas City 


-KERM 


for Rural Kansas 


ers said that Qualls resigned his 
post because of his health but 
would remain a member of the 
company’s board of directors. 





Detroit—WJBK will broadcast 
midget auto racing contests at the 


Motor City Speedway for the 
fourth consecutive year. For sec- 
ond straight year, auto dealer 


| Jerry Lynch is sponsoring Monday 


and Thursday night broadcasts. 





Seattle—Pat Hayes, sportscaster 
at KIRO, is using long distance 
lines for interviews with Pacific 
Coast Conference coaches on his 


“From the Coaches’ Bench” Tues- 


day, 7 p.m. Formerly Hayes tran- 
scribed interviews when coaches 
were in Seattle, but new idea al- 
lows greater leeway in scheduling. 
Detroit—WxXYZ inaugurated 
Saturday (9) a sustaining program 
titled “This Is Michigan.” Series 
of dramatic presentations will in- 
clude stories of representative in- 
dustries in the state, their history, 
their success and their future. 
Boston—Fred Garrigus, Director 
of Special Events at Hub’s WEEI, 
has been named Chairman of the 
Radio Department, School of Ex- 
pressional Arts, Boston College. 








Des Moines—Harold A. Jahnke 
has joined the news bureau staff 
of WHO. He was with WSUI, and 
KXIC, commercial station in Iowa 
City, and also with KICD, Spencer. 





Detroit — Four Detroit sports- 
casters have been named to the 
Charles Gehringer Day Committee 
to honor that former Detroit Tiger 
baseball great on his selection to 


the baseball Hall of Fame. The 
four are Harry Wismer, ABC 
sports director and veepee; Don 


Wattrick, WXYZ sports director; 
Ty Tyson, WWJ, and Harry Heil- 
mann who broadcasts Tiger games 


over WJBK. 


| Montreal—CJAD, one of the top 

listening stations in Montreal, 
joined CBS last Saturday (9). An- 
nouncement was made by Arthur 
Dupont, manager and owner of sta- 
tion. 


McCaffery Claims He’s 
First on Program Idea 


Vs. Heidt on w.k. Doubles 


New York. 








| Editor, VARIETY: 
| My attention has been called to 
/a squib in a recent trade magazine 
| stating the fact that Horace Heidt 
'is expected to audition a show at 
'NBC which depends upon doubles 
| (or resemblance to) for famous peo- 
/ple. The notice indicated that 
| Heidt was not interested in appear- 
jing personally, but that he would 
own and produce such a program. 
| It is one of the coincidences of 
, Show business that I, as owner and 
| producer, and prospective m.c., 
| have had a show in the works for 
| some time which parallels the idea 
|of Mr. Heidt’s property. Of course, 
I can prove that I had been work- 
|}ing on this idea long before the 
| notice in the trade press appeared. 
I believe that our proposed setup 
from beginning to end is so strong 
that it is not my purpose to stop 
| trying to sell this show, despite 
| the public announcement of Mr. 
| Heidt’s purposes. 

I can wish Mr. Heidt every good 
luck; nevertheless, this is official 
notice that he is up against the 
strongest competition we can offer. 

John K. M. McCaffery. 


ABC-TV Pacts to Screen 
13 Fitzpatrick Travelogs 


ABC-TV has signed an exclusive 
deal with James Fitzpatrick to 
screen 13 of his travelogs, orig- 
inally released through Metro, on 
four of its owned-and-operated sta- 
tions. Pix are being equipped with 
new soundtracks and will be shown 
twice for a 26-week period. 

Nat Fowler, ABC-TV film direc- 
tor, has also booked a series of 13 
Silent pix to be screened Wednes- 
days, starting tonight (13), under 
the title “ABC Library of Film 
Masterpieces.”” Included are “The 
Swan,” with Lillian Gish and Marie 





Dressler; “The Covered Wagon”: 
“Ten Nights in a Barroom”: “Du 
Barry,” with Norma Talmadge: 


“Primrose Path,” with Clara Bow: 
“The Shadows,” with Lon Chaney, 
and “Night Cry,” with Rin Tin Tin. 






portance of the code is contained 
in the preamble, which reads in 
| part: 

“Recognizing that the television 
Continued from pag 28 | producer has a responsibility to the 

ioe : : 'viewing public far greater than 
go < Fan Rg bo | any other entertainment medium 
. nd (4) to provide each com- | ever devised, this code is dedicated 
avons, © P ‘to the promotion of TV fare of the 


im oo > Frage oA tg .., | highest calibre, aimed at entertain- 


‘mission was able to spread the 42 
‘available UHF channels to 1,179 





UHF 





/serving democracy and _ moral 
|standards...” Preamble con- 
| with 1,702 stations. In) iy ; 
fered by rearranging the pres- | subscribing to the tenets of this 
| ont 12 VHF channels and mixing | ©Ode, the producer will instill in 
in UHF, it was able to squeeze out the public a higher sense of con- 
an additional 143 station assign- 
ments to the 400 provided under 
present allocations and increasing 
the number of areas with VHF sta- 
tions from 140 to 221. 
Only Three Disturbed 

The allocations were worked out 
by disturbing only three stations, 
all of which are in the construction 
permit stage. They are WSYR-TV 
in Syracuse, N. Y., WHTM in | 
Rochester, N. Y., and WXEL in 


Speed Actor Union 
Cleveland. They would be given |} 


different VHF channels from those | == Continued from page 28 Sem 
they have been assigned, under the with all the affiliates having equal 
proposed reshuffling. |authority. In the latter case, the 
The plan was based on a mini- 'eastern unions would comprise the 
mum separation of 220 miles be- | TA and thee two screen groups 
tween metropolitan stations on the | would be equally partnered with | 
same VHF channels, instead of the | them. Under that setup, TA 
present 150 miles, and a separation would have jurisdiction over live 
of 110 miles between stations on |tele and the Coast unions would 
adjacent channels, as compared to have it in the film category. 
the present 75 miles. In spacing It had been assumed that the 
metropolitan UHF stations, a 200- partnership arrangement would be 
mile separation is used to prevent adopted. But the eastern unions 
co-channel interference and 100 recently asked the Coast outfits to 
miles to prevent adjacent channel reconsider and come in on a joint 
disturbance. The addition of UHF participation basis. Since most of 
channels would continue the chan- the talks on the subject have been | 
nel numbers of TV stations, at held in the east, some of the screen | 
present 2 to 13, through 55. —o vit a ea not La 
P ; —_— miliar with all the thinking on the 
gt yg een: iy age age on subject, so the: eastern delegation 
for commercial television, the | has been asked to go to the Coast 


Commission reserved about half any ee Saat 
the area for further experimenta- | inal deck Jus é 


tion in video. However, it invited - BS is to kat tne _ 
proposals for color video on chan- | Have been reached at a meeting o 
nels 2 through 55 for presentation the international board of the As- 


: : : sociated Actors & Artistes of 
at the Aug. 29 hearings, stipulating SOCAte® 
that an acceptable system must America, scheduled for next Mon- 


: : day (18). However, in view of the 
n present sets with minor : , 
ae new confabs between the east and 


: west affiliates, that session will 
The allocation proposals were 


— probably be postponed. But all | 
agreed to over the dissent of Com- | ajaments in the situation are anxi- 
i'missioner Frieda Hennock, who 


set purchases needed for the in- | 
dustry’s development at the time 
of this writing.” 

TPA’s code committee is headed 
|up by chairman Frank Danzig. Also 
|on the committee are Thomas Ar- 
mistead, general counsel Max Gil- 
ford and Boyd, as prexy. 


























ing and informing as well as pre- | 


| audience 


‘MANHATTAN HOST’ 646 
PIC SERIES TO BE SHOT 


First in a series of half-hour 
| films being produced for television 
|by Martin Video Productions wil} 
| be shot next week. According to 
| John Martin, president of the out- 
fit, the budget on each pic will be 
‘about $6,500. The half-hour pro- 
/grams will be called “Manhattan 





new communities, providing these | cludes with the notation that, “in | Host” and will feature Ed Black, 


food editor of the N. Y. Journal. 
American, who pens‘a daily col. 


|umn under the byline of “The 


fidence, initially resulting in wider | Baron.” 


Each show will center on some 


noted eatery or nitery in the coun- 
| try and will offer video audiences 


a looksee at some of the famous 
spots. A guest star will also be a 
feature. Black, in his role of 
Baron, will conduct the proceed. 
ings, and Joan Barton, as the 
Baroness, will add a femme touch. 

First spot to be filmed will be 
the Riviera and guest performer 
will be Susan Peters. Shots will 
also be taken of Miss Peters’ per- 
formance in the “Barretts of Wim- 


| pole Street” at the McCarter thea- 


tre, Princeton, N. J., where she is 
appearing next week. Also lined 
up for filming are the Stork Club, 
Wedgwood Room of the Waldorf, 
Chicago’s Pump Room, Ciro’s in 
Hollywood and Antoines in New 
Orleans. John Knight heads the 
script department and Tom Mar- 
shall is producer for the company. 





Buddy Rogers Doing 
5 Tele Shows in N. Y, 


Hollywood, July 12. 
Buddy Rogers has been set for 
five television guest appearances 
in New York, starting with NBC’s 
“Who Said That?” on July 23. Deal 


| was inked through Mal Boyd who 


has signed a personal management 
pact with Rogers. 

Lineup of teevee appearances 
has been arranged by Boyd as a 
preliminary pitch for a half-hour 
participation layout 
featuring Rogers. Boyd reasons 
that if Rogers steps into the video 
limelight prior to his pitching a 
teleshow hatches will be secure 
and chances of landing a regular 
vid nitch assured. 

Rogers will handle emcee chore 





: J ous to reach a quick solution and 
|felt that some frequencies in the ‘get going with organization of the 
TV field, so prompt action is ex- 
pected. 


KPIX’s Dumm 
Fort Worth—Thaine Engle has 


Continued from page 28 

| ° ° 
ispelled by actual experience. | P©¢® named commercial film direc- 
dispelled by actua P 'tor of WBAP-TV. Lewis Cearley 


‘Oakland and all of the east side. 
of San Francisco Bay is perfectly | nines ood yee Ag laboratory 


zs JUDY CANOVA 


Local wholesalers and retailers, | 
far from having any complaint | 

AMERICA’S NO. 1 
COMEDIENNE 


| UHF should be reserved for edu- 
|cational television. In view of the 
| possibilities of video in visual edu- 
cation, she said, it would be a 
“tragic waste” if provision for 
channels is not made at the outset 
of development in the field. The 
‘present high cost of educational 
stations, she felt, should prove to 
be no lasting obstacle. 


Push-Button 


——um Continued from page 29 














‘role i: coverage and the push-but- 
ton technique, he said, is based on 
the growing realization that view- 
ers, having both eyes and ears, find 
TV’s sight and sound equally im- 
portant. During TV's early, evolu- 
tionary process, he pointed out, 
-everybody was picture-happy and 
belittled the play-by-play com- 
mentator, advising him to talk as 
little as possible. They also thought 
it was necessary at all times to 
concentrate on the ball, instead of 
following the play. 

Barber plans, instead, to have 
the cameras follow the action, with 
the announcer, in his new supple- 
mentary role, calling balls and 
strikes and generally following the 
ball. To illustrate, he said, if 
Jackie Robinson is trying to steal 
second base, it has been found 
much better to concentrate the 
cameras on Robinson, instead of 
|cutting back to the pitcher and 
‘batter at all times. Viewers can 
thus follow the most interesting 
part of the action and rely on the 
announcer to keep them informed 
on the ball-and-strike count. 




















——__ about 


| quency, etc., KPIX’s channel 5 and. 
| excellent transmitter location, with 


} half-millovolt contour. Towns such 





When In Doubt 


meee CONtinued from page 28 











the use of “cliched racial types,” 


such as Negro domestics: vulgarity, | 


obscenity and profanity, 
tacks on religion. 

As far as sex is concerned. the 
code would discourage the use of 
anything that might “excite the 
viewer's baser natures,” at least un- 
til such time as ‘sex hygiene ed- 
ucation has achieved wider accept- 
ance.” Code rules that any ques- 
tionable subjeets should be 
“handled with extreme care.” Fact 
‘that the TPA recognizes the im- 


and at- 


on Ed Sullivan’s “Toast of the 
| Town,” July 31 while Sullivan va- 
| cations. Rogers will also appear 
on “Hollywood Screen Test,” “We 
the People,” ‘“‘Preview’ and AM 
program “This Is Broadway.” 





























the signal, are compli- 
mentary. Any resistance to set 
sales is charged to rapidly chang- 
ing models, price reductions and 
conflicting information from many 
sources. about color, high fre- | 


five bay antennas atop the Mark 
Hopkins hotel, apparently is a top 
combination for providing service. 
San Francisco hills appear to serve 
a useful purpose by reflecting a 
strong, usuable signal, particularly 
to outlying points beyond the KPIX 


as Salinas, 95 miles distant; Sacra- 
mento, 80 miles; Stockton, 70 miles, 
and many others enjoy KPIX pro- 
gramming regularly. Set sales in 
San Francisco are comparable to 
other new markets, considering the 
five months KPIX operated alone 
in this area. Today’s installations 
approximate 9,000 and are show- 
ing an accelerated rate each month. 

If left uncorrected, the report 
attributed to Mr. Folsom can do 
unjust harm to San Francisco and 
the television industry in general. 

Wesley I. Dumm, Pres., KPIX. 


WM. H. KING 
Personal Management 
A. S. LYONS 


177 S. Beverly Dr. 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 











ROY SMITH’S SHIFT 
Chicago, July 12. 
Formerly with Telenews -INS | 
newsreels, Roy D. Smith joined All| 
American News here as assignment 
editor. | 
An independent reel operation, | 


AA also prepares a weekly tele- 
vision sports clip, “Top Views In 








| = 








Sports.” | 

WGN-TV, Chi reported an-| M-G-M— 
nouncements for Dean Milk “On an Island with You" 
through Morris Swaney agency; THE CAMEL SHOW 


Rvery Friday Nite, 8:30 D.S.T. 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


and participations for Jourdan Car- 
pet Co. through Wendell Muench 
agency. 
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Tele Chatter 





New York 


Tennis star Bobby Riggs set for 
NBC-TV’s “Author Meets the Crit- 
ics’ Sunday night (17) to head up 
discussion on his new book, 
“Tennis Is My Racket’. . . Young 
Man's Fancy” scheduled for pres- 
entation on the “Kraft TV Theatre 
ionight (Wed.) via NBC, with many 
of the original cast who appeared 
in the Broadway production last 
season... George Sterling, former 
Pantages vaude agent, packaging 
a video display, “Talent for Sale 
in which pro acts will get a view- 
ing for benefit of prospective 
puyers Video Producers and 
Distributors, Inc., which handles 
vidfilm shipping for some of the 
TV webs, have opened offices in 
Chicago and Hollywood .. . NBC- 
TV's “Village Barn” moving from 
Monday nights to Thursdays at 10 
starting this week (14). Dr. Roy 
K. Marshall’s “Nature of Things” 


moves into the Monday night at 
9:30 slot... George de Witt new 
emcee on DuMont’s “Front Row 


Center,” replacing Jan Murray... 
Addison Smith is doing a filmed 
version of his “What Makes You 
Tick?” radio show, in conjunction 
with Larry Gordon and the Wein- 
traub ad agency. John K. M. Mc- 
Caffery retains his role as emcee 
. Alan Sands and Jess Kaplan, 
who wrote several skits for Milton 
Berle’s ‘Texaco Star Theatre,” now 
performing a _ similar chore for 
CBS-TV’s “54th Street Revue.” 


Chicago | 

Wendell Anderson new salesman 
at American National productions | 
... Dean Boyington and Bill Coyne 
new NBC lensers WTMJ-TV 
teaching Milwaukeeans to rhumba 
with expert Les Mayhew, Jr., 
every Sat. nite... Mrs. Ernie By- 
field guested on Gail Compton's 
“Pet Shop” via WNBQ ... Fred 
Lowry guested on Grennan Des- 
sert Party . WGN-TV carrying 
exclusive Chi coverage of base- 
ball all-star game tonight (12) .. || 
Estelle Compton started new) 
glamour show via WGN-TV Mon 
(11), sponsored by Uhlemann Opti- 
cal Co. . . . NBC flack chief Jack 
Ryan conducting summer radio in- 
stitute publicity class . . . Cartoon | 
discovery Ed VanDerBosch, Jr.., 
hobbling about on crutches after | 
weekend softball collision . . . bal- 
let dancers Ruth Ann Koesun and 


Frank Paris 2006 
Suit Vs. Howdy 


Frank Paris, now puppeteer on | 


“Pixie Playtime,’ aired via the 
N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX, filed his 





long-threatened suit against NBC- 
TV's “Howdy Doody” show in 
N. Y. federal court Friday (8). | 
Suit, asking $200,000 damages and 
an injunction to prevent NBC 
from using the H-D name in con- 


nection with puppets henceforth. 
named the web and H-D emcee 
Bob Smith as defendants. 


Paris charged in his brief that | 
he had first appeared on an NBC- | 
TV show in September, 1947, | 
through a deal set by Roger Car- 
lin of the Music Corp. of America. | 
During the following winter, he 
said, Carlin signed him for a regu- | 
lar program series titled “Puppet | 
Playhouse.” One of the puppets 
on the show, which first appeared | 
Jan. 3, 1948, came to be known as 
Howdy Doody.” 

Shortly thereafter, according to 
Paris, Warren Wade, then NBC- | 
TV’s national production man- | 
ager, asked him to sell out his | 
Interest in the puppet but he re-| 
fused on the plea that he wanted | 
to remain an indie operator. Pro- 
gram ran smoothly “then until 
April, 1948, when he discussed & 
new contract with the web. Paris 
= he finally got the contract in 
ome but claimed it stated he had 
aan the puppet while in the 
' Ploy of NBC. He again refused 
© sign, claiming he had never 
Me a staff employee. Shortly 
werent: Paris switched over to 
ci X and Martin Stone Asso- 
"y took over the program for 


4 


De noted that NBC, with the 

told of the new H-D series, had 

H-D _ puppet’s audience that | 

which ad met with an accident. | 

That explained its new face. | 

ee Paris charged, represented | 
alr competition. 





John Kriza guested by Dave Gar- 


roway on his NBC-TV_ variety 
show, 

London 
Exhibition boxing bouts by 


world : light-heavyweight champion 
Freddie Mills will be televized 
Saturday (16) from an outing or- 


ganized by the Ford Motor Co.. 
Dagenham Two mobile camera 
units are to be set up in Regents 
Park Zoo for a _ three-dav visit 


Starting July 22, with shots of the 
Children’s Zoo as the highlight for 
the Children’s program on Sunday 
(24 “Down on the Farm” pro- 
gram next weekend will show 
horses being shod bv a local black- 
smith Short story by H. E. Bates, 
“The Ship,”” has been adapted for 
TV by Joy Harington, who will pro- 
duce it next Wednesday (20) with 
James Mckechnie and Eileen 
Thorndike Anthony Armstrong’s 
play, ‘“‘“Mile Away Murder,” on Sat- 
urday (23) deals With Sir Robert 
Davenport's murder and its subse- 


quent investigation by Scotland 
Yard Raymond Lovell is starring 


in John Galsworthy’s “Old Eng- 





Wade Appt. Seen Cueing 
WPIX (N. Y.) Accent 
On Studio Programming 


Appointment of Warren Wade as 
program manager of the N. Y. 
Daily News’ WPIX last week is be- 
lieved to presage renewed em- 

phasis by the station on studio pro- 

gramming. Wade, now NBC-TV 
exec producer, takes over Aug. 1, 
filling the job held temporarily by 
WPIX staffer James K. Pollock. 

WPIX launched its operation 
slightly over a year ago with a con- 
siderable number of studio shows 
but soon found that, as the only 
indie station in N. Y., it could com- 
pete more favorably with the net- 
works by concentrating on film and 
remote programs. That 
the station on a healthier 
footing 


policy set 
financial 
to the point where station 
manager Robert L. Coe now pre- 
dicts it will break even by about 
the third quarter of 1950 

Station recently leased the Bar- 
bizon theatre in the Hotel Barbi- 
zon-Plaza, N. Y., and is also ex- 
pected to finish work soon on the 
big studio in the Daily News’ build- 
ing, which has never been used 
Fact that Wade made his mark as 
a producer of 


NY.C. Television Unit Plans Series 
On How City Departments Work 





LITTLE OLD RHODE IS. 


GETS OWN TV BRAND 


Providence, July 12. 


WJAR-TV bowed into the Provi- 
dence and Rhode Island field Sun- 


day (10) to 
local effort 


Since 


Rhode 


give the state its first 


in the new medium. 


Islanders have had to 


depend on Boston for their TV en- 


tertainment 
most of 
Slant on rec 
Vast 


the 


difference in 


local beaming had 


State getting a new 
eption as it.can be had 


reception with 


no snow and other bugs previously 


caught 
Mortimer 


of the Outlet 
and introed Gov. John O 
who brought 


and Mayor 


as part 


of fringe area 

L.. Burbank, president 
Co., ushered in TV, 
Pastore, 
the state's greetings. 
Dennis J. Roberts who 


congratulated the station in behalt 


of the city 





The New York City Television 
Unit is finalizing negotiations with 
a Gotham video station for a series 
of live shows on how city depart- 
ments operate. The show, which 
will be launched this fall, will deal 
with both positive and negative 
aspects of civic problems. 


The unit, which is currently 
shooting a vidpic documentary on 
the housing problem, has passed 
the half-way mark on the project. 


The 30-minute film, which is budg- 
eted at »'.500, is titled “A Place 


to Live and uses the slums of 


Spanish Harlem and the modern 
development of the Jacob Riis 
Houses for locales 

The first municipal TV unit in 
the country, the group has a five- 


man staff headed by Clifford Evans, 
former commentator and special 
events director. Leo Seltzer, win- 
ner of an Academy Award for a 
documentary film in 1943, is pro- 
duction supervisor. Doris Ranso- 
hoff is scripting, and Bert Spielvo- 
gel and Frank Rosa, Jr., handle 












































lish” which is being aired next Produc legit and musical = lights, sound and cameras. 
Sunday (17) with a repeat. per- PrOsrams and ans comcenirekes ad Detroit—A new television show The staff is also helping several 
formance the following Thursday cently hs the NBC Repertory “Happy Club” was inaugurated City departments in prepping five 
... Adelaide Hall returns to video rheatre series of dramas indicates Wednesday (6) by WXYZ-TV on and 10-minute reels for use on 
In a new all-colored show, “Black he will be put to more use at WPIX a sustaining | basis. Show will local commercial outlets. The unit 
Magic,” which tops the bill tonight than merely trafficking film and | feature Bobby Stevenson as emcee | is also set up to help telecasters im 
(Wed). remote shows. and pianist. their dealings with the city. 
—_—_—_—_—_—_—_ oe natn enone _ en cn A TN 
ON THE AIR JULY 157TH 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. 
Channel 3 
WEBTV offers advertisers 
the first television ap- 
proach te the South's 
market - on - the - move, « 
minimum ef 16 counties 
with Effective Buying In- 
3 come* of close to a bil- 
a Shelby o re lion dollars. 
= cova. 
it a REPRESENTED 
\ altney © W Rack Hill NATIONALLY 
BY RADIO SALES 
*$961,964,000—Sales 
Management, 1949 
PROGRAMS ON FILM FROM 4 TV NETWORKS 
Jefferson Standard Broadcasting Company 
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; 3A al 5 | 
Bands at Hotel B.O.’s Peatmans Annual Survey 
Covers Total | 
Weeks Past Covers (July 1, 1948, to July 1, 1949) 

Band Hotel Played Week On 4 (The 35 song hits with the largest radio audiences are listed below in order of the tota! audience 
Guy Lombardo Waldorf (400; $2) gE Ae + 2,700 ee coverage index points received in the ACI surveys during the year, Songs in stage or film productions 
Nat Brandwynne* New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50). veoe TI ie ey ts are indicated. Songs currently active are marked with an a a a whose activity began prior 
aggre ao Sparr. rere tag — cSERS#S 4 960 2.060 to July 1, 1948, are noted by the dates. Published by the office of Dr. John G. Peatman.) 

Ray Anthony .... Statler (450; D0-B2). . se ces ae j 
Blue Barron* Astor (850; $1.50-$2). ........0.. 120 2,115 5,690 oaks 
: in ACI . : 
* New Yorker, ice revue, Astor.Bill Lawrence. | Suever Title Production Publisher 
i 5 Days. = Se SO eee reer re ree are (Paleface)... ...sseeeeseeeee, Famous 
| 30 *So in Love Lev seereeenveoeccesenseeeoens ST | COM: ra re lr’. B. Harms 
Chicago 25 On a Slow Boat to China. .....cccccccceescvens So rrr eos ie eee oe 
‘ ittle Bir ye ee ee bey oa Sev eV re rue ourn 

Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 200; $2 min.-$1 cover). Leni 19 A — wag Pog sth co cecens ‘Waive's Cauiest),. ...... EH Riots 
Lynn opened Wed. (6). Brad & Judy Bradley staying on a week. Fine 24 My Darling, My Darling... ......sccersscress ; Lat r »] Ss 
2200 tabs aT Far Away Places as SAE Fe CRAVE SCAN Hy TORO USN SA eRe ER SEND _ — ' 

i i : — ca deere = 25 Yowder Your Face With Sunshine ee OM RT ey re ee Boi ae ae ,ombardo 

ees Ceres Conmenrs hom, Wier Fe) eo) Saree). 8) | A Tree in the Meadow (1948) RIN PIRES Lee eo Shapiro-Bernstein 
Show and Masters still drawing. Sweet 3,537 covers ; = che Were O i set sg Shapiro-Bernst ; 

Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman, 500: $3.50 min.). “Salute to 4 a oe co iho River jgaaas Spitzer stein 

. oe ‘ rare % . ve y * "us g N e 1 SE in wee esa ee Seembee . ee o & H 
Rogers and Hammerstein” garnering big 3,900 covers in its seventh 21 : oe * ‘So Dear to My Heart) Santlv-Jox 
week Zo Lavender Blue On the Hich & Witen 
ans 7 ’. Magic ( “TR ia sae neat hk Rem NS, Peeneprin: er (Romance Or » High Seas) ark 

Ted Straeter (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover) = : It S Magic 1948) . mance 1 the g eas ecm 
Sid Caesar keeping furniture men coming. Boff. 4,100 tabs. = oe M I to Keep Me Warm Berlin 

Claude Thornhill (Beachwalk, Edgewater; $2 adm.). One night of | 3° edly ri Stay | Love Life) Chappell 

: j . 1} P 95 « . S & ere » a) = es Z < 
rain nicked here slightly. Stili — one admissions. 27 Cuanto Le Gusta (Date With Judy)........... Southern 
: 24 Tou Call PVCECOGY DIALING: 65. <sarcices:e 96.6860 6 vce tb Nw bea Wee. Mayfair 
Los Angeles 28 i MEE... Seah vinpieetweritas 1400 oukehgthawaedwees riangle 
. ‘ 1:5 rs zits te Sabias anrare 97 ve RS CEM Ns alg “a Suess a a RR RS Se Coe A ee FL ae eer ee Bae seeds 
Emil Coleman (Ambassador, 900: $1.50). With Sac k Cole Dancers 27 Getwa . ay Le NS Sigal abel hs calc ie iets Wiican Ma Wena ‘2 
| ay STA ae , sav 3.968 covers 19 Someone Like You ° 
and the Merry Macs. First wk. Okay 3,268 covers. : ican Caden Robbins 
Chuck Foster (Biltmore, 900; $1.50). Sixth wk. Good 3,000 covers = ag f Gold, E “ESE GER A SE: Rave Snr Meeea le ies Robert 
 o. rs : -verls ; : - & in. Low 630 covers. py alr Oo rola, Kyes O SEPP er Teen OR ROTTER PEACE ET Cerone ee . a 
Ted Fio Rito (Be verl) Hills, sjnicen ee ) V ) 2] Love Somebody PO Se a, le rete ees Pee hee ae eee ae Oe, Ome 1 eee = K ramer-Whitney 
; x . l 233 Bv'ry Day 1 LOVE YOU. ..... cccesvenesvesese Two Guys From Texas) a 
L J b N H 18 *Red Roses for a Blue Lady...........200% 9 Mills 
ocation v S, ot Mn ote 5 13 *Some Enchanted Evening..........+++. South Pacific) Fy ie 
(Chicago) V7 MO AVOTGGS: EIGMGN: cick ley cd bc 8 a HEH OOO elrose 

Cee Davidson (Chez Paree. 500: $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Furniture sited 25 ‘it's a2 Bie Wide Woncertul WOLlG: « <c0.5.00 e658 pv ccaenteeeneeni se onies Broadcast Musie 
vention swelling take. Willie Shore and Billy Eclestine at 5,000 tabs 18 MRC of See nn Rhee inn as Lamb aby keehuaea Dorsey Bros 

Teddy Phillips (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Charlie Spivak one-nighter 18 (a eee Ree gg ins ebebdaeeded ec eeesabbaceewe weer 
(7) helped boost take to 15,000 admissions 93 6 oo A SE ee Pe eae ee . Witmark 

Al Trace (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). Out-of-towners helped hike 20 Bruch Those Téeare From YOur BYVGS.0664 06566 cc Secs ete weews a eee — 
here. Fine 2.750 covers. 21 My Happiness (1948) slasco 

Orrin Tucker (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Second week holding at 9,300 15 *Forever and Ever............cceeceeeees Robbins . 
admissions. 9 *Riders in the Sky beter bear ee ees EF. H. Morris 

ne 7 
i ge iar Third week. Sensational AY Favorite Standards of 1948-1949 Season 
‘ gs Arnaz (Mocambo, 300; $3-$4 min.). i1ird week. Sens: i ISRAELI SYMPHONY M ' (The 35 standards with the largest radio audiences are listed below 

500 covers. . te CP wai nascure 3 

hie as | en al thn fet oints received in ACI surveys during 

Billy MacDonald (Aragon, Santa Monica; 2nd wk.). Fair 3,400 ad- MAKE US TOUR IN 1950 vers ie Ng eto a n urvey tring 

icc] te year, July . : ‘ O « I r e uv. 
missions. oe , “h 

Harry James (Casino Gardens, Santa Monica; 5th wk.). Fine 5,600 Tel Aviv, July 5. edo 
admissions. Tha shes hilhar tn Ore ls 

Russ Mofgan (Palladium B., Hollywood; 5th wk.). Good 11,000 ad- The Israel Phitharmome Or in ACI ile, 
missions. , chestra is reportedly set to visit Survey ; 1 itle . = blisher 
~ the U. S. in September, 1950, - bang eo ren eae — 

fore he left Vienna, Stolz com- ise: eee —*T f the 2! ea for TWO... eee teen eee eens arm: 
: under the joint sponsorship oO the 9 iste Glioe. ... .  s.« aw oo gng-ee-eb MSG been Berlin 
Stolz Inked Longterm pleted the song numbers of a new American Fund for Israel Institu- 23 Begin ie "Beguine VERES EBRD EWS Harms 
P Wi h D Ab d Mundus Film, gs My. Friend Who tions and impresario Sol Hurok. 29 Just One of Those: TRMIGS. cic cs cac ced Harms 
act it ecca roa Cannot Say No.” Josef Meinrad is Paul Paray, French conductor, re nl ve aime 
vs ‘ to star. has been engaged as musical di- <2 ; Thing - "hh . 
Vienna, July 12 : 3 ldS DES 1 At) the Things YOU ALS. . is4rs000.00m00nea Chappell 
las aes “ewe ¥ Ss _ Stolz also composed the musi¢ yector for the orch. Paray, who 4 radian tay yang gilli ceases 

7 agg = ype or Ne Se es to a new Viennese song by Harro conducted here last month, wil! — 5 ion ae ieee pe eae 

cease Mee oie Coe ee, oe ee De Ringing,” return in September. The orches- 6 inken Weniawieil |... . ca caaar BVC 

contract with Decea, after complet- referring to the “Bummerin,” the tra will be increased from 75 to 4 Santa Claus Is Comin’ to Town sceoee Om 

gl eed albums for that company famous bell of St. Stephens Cathe- 92 members, involving an increase 4 Mekhi Mie Berlin 

soles r Pe ‘oe oe a very dral. Astoria Verlag Co. just is- of $30,000 in next year’s budget. 13 Embraceable You .Harms 

dnitaadbaginciconeds tintetelises sees city. Be-' sued it. Pe ee se —— — 15 What Is This Thing Called Love........ Harms 

Z —————  - « ses 11 Se TE WR. 5 6s a cenr ous ceedboa de T. B. Harms 
* me 
ARIETY ] | Week of July 9 8 a VICE 6. is 660.00 40o 00 00eee Saas CON Harms 
PP PPOO990690-0-4-04 es e ers on Ol- ac Ines PHPPSOHFESOOEOTS | 4 Great Day... .. .. svcceccvvescevscssesens Miller 
; 3 Ceres BORE «6.6265 008s 00 4eeoas oewer Burke & Van H. 
: re MO... seeee star Serre e rere rs eee eee re ee Mills 
1, SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (7) (Williamson). ........... ot me ee he ee . 
‘ nics kt iin enue ‘ {Vaughn Monroe...... 11 cpt Bre Out Or VOU... vice ce8ivine teed ox Harms 
a RIDERS IN THE SKY (11) (Morris) $ £606 666 6S 68 06-6: FES 6.6 6 HS } Burl Ives rer | 9 Falling in Love With Love Tee ra ee Chappell 
. ays .. Dararted ee ele SIR WERaR RRR ‘lin 
: iordon Jenkins....... 10 Always ; Bet 
ee POND 5550559 050698 d ke pertes nt beeseaxeted 1 Vie + sales 8 Ae SCO Dae WOVE. 5.) 100 t8 Ped s.00 Ces Chappell 
{| Whine. dhavees | 6 St. Louis Blues.......cscccccsccvvcecess Handy 
4. BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE (8) (Melrose) ................ ‘odin. : ONE RERER.. 2ve001 Peerricerrer ge yl 
: 2 } Oo .. reer es ere eee ee he T. B. Harms 
, ‘auhe erry Como 7 ay Ge TICAVEN ois o.6 ccuin.e CVG DOONAN Feist 
5. BALI H ) ams ) Perry My Blu 
5 NE EIN overs sernverersereioseonns | Bing Crosby | 8 MOW PMGN the MOOK. ois.cc bscencseiwss Chappell : 
sa ees ‘ . { Gordon 6 On the Sunny Side of the Street.......... Shapiro-Bernstein 
6. I DON’T SEE ME (8) (Laurel) ................. boecevoeees 5 Take Me Out to the Ball Game........... Broadway 
5 OT Man Kiver....... Sexe ee ee ee ee T. B Harms 
7. FOREVER AND EVER (12) (Robbins) .............0-. 005. 7  , ERPEPRTEOR Eee re ere E. H. Marks 
6 It Had to Be You Werte rT very o Te Remick 
8. WONDERFUL GUY (4) (Williamson) ...................... 5 Alexander's ai ae Berlin 


9. HUCKLEBUCK (2) (United) 


“A” YOU'RE ADORABLE (12) (Laurel) 


CARELESS HANDS (9) (Melrose) , ® 


ROOM FULL OF ROSES (Hill & Range) 


{ Frank Sinatra 
‘1 Tommy Dorsey 


{ Perry Como 
'l Tony 


( Sammy 
| Mel Torme 


{ Sammy 


Columbia 
Victor 
Victor 

Columbia 


Pastor 


Victor 
Capitol 
Victor 


PERO... scvawys 


POS . i wee Peawes 


PAALLUE LEEDS EELS ESS \Dick Haymes......ceo...-Decca 
er heat thee Oia {Sammy Kaye tw naes V OOOr 
FOUR WINDS, SEVEN SEAS (Lombardo)...................6-. 1 Guy Lombardo........... Decca 


EVERYWHERE YOU GO (Lombardo) 


HOW IT LIES (Morris) 


eevee ee eee eer ee ee eeee eeeee 


KISS ME SWEET (Advanced) 


§ Guy 
** ) Doris 
{ Bing Crosby 
| Kay 
{ Kitty Kallen 


Decca 
Columbia 


Lombardo 
Day 


Decca 
Capitol 


Mercury 


Starr 


se eee ees 


reneecddanigicianeeets Gear ieee ee 
MERRY GO ROUND WALTZ (Shapiro-B) ...........c0ceccu0e: rey ainsi Pxcnernts ae 
RED ROSES FOR BLUE LADY (19) (Mills) .................6. Sage ol oer 
CANDY KISSES (Hill & Range) 0. e eee eee eee ee ees ie me gy 
LOVE ME, LOVE ME, LOVE MB (Millet) .......0...ss00000009+) samme Mage Mareury 
PO MEE ROOD 6G Shits is bree e400 046s DOERR EH EOE EONS Stafford-MacRae ...... Capitol 
SO IN LOVE (9) (T. B. Harms) ............2..0cccceueceeeeeess ‘joe ae ee 
COMME Cl COMME CA (Leeds) |... 0.0.0.0 .0ccececeeeeceuees bit iewenes snc 


YOU’RE BREAKING MY HEART (Algonquin) 


Vic 
(Figures wn parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been tn the Top 10.1 


Damone Mercury 


. 
Victor 
Columbia 
Victor 
Columbia 
Decca 
esiaretyane Tercury 
nae ees Capitol 
wee... Columbia 
Tete ae Victor 
ee Decca 
Jenkins .........-Decca 
LPerry Como... ..ccccseces: VF FI 
VECree: COMO. .is026eee ean Victor 
UMUSS MOTGON. . «600065 Decca 
{ Margaret Whiting...... Capitol | 
Fran Warren bevec ee VOC 
; 
: 


, RMA AAADDAADADADADADAAAAADADAAADDAADAD DAA FOFFFO646666464644646646466466466664-. 


| 


Sues Porgie, CRC 
On Sibelius’ ‘Valse’ 


An arrangement of Jan Sibelius’ | 
did in| 
1946, should be considered a “new | 


“Valse Triste,” which he 
work” subject to the copyright 
laws of the U.S., songwriter George 
D. Williams charged in a_ suit 
brought in N. Y. 
week against Porgie Music and Co- 
lumbia Records. Plaintiff’s com- 
position was turned over in 1947 
to Campbell-Porgie. Now dissolved, 
the latter firm has been succeeded 
by Porgie Music as its assignee. 
In filing the action, Williams 
seeks an accounting of the song’s 
mechanical royalty earnings, which 
C-P allegedly waived when Colum- 
bia contended the number was in 
public domain. He also wants the 


C-P contract cancelled and asks 
that the court declare his tune 
eligible for mechanical royalties 


under the 1909 copyright act. 
Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Seller 
“Riders in the Sky” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Some Enchanted Evening” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Riders in the Sky” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Some Enchanted Evening” 


Best British Seller 
“Wedding of Lilli Marfene” 





federal court last ' 


2,618 LICENSEES SET 
RECORD NO. FOR BM 


Broodcast Music, Inc., has 
reached an alltime high of 2,618 
station and network licensees, in- 
cluding 150 Canadian networks 
and stations, shortwave and non- 
aye rte » one ee 
BR yor penta gel F965 AM 
stations in the U. S., all but a few 
plan to renew in 1950 for a mine- 
year period. 


Friedman S-R Sales Mgr. 


Bill Friedman has been named 
national sales manager for Savoy- 
Regent records. He'll also handle 
sales promotion for both labels. 
Friedman was formerly with Signa 
j;ture & Hi-Tone. ; 
| On his new post he'll institute * 
isales training program (to be 0 


_ A ’ . > 
| fered to distributors’ salesmen. 








| 
Free Dallas Concerts ‘i 
Dallas, July Pi 
A series of summer concerts 


ed by 
eir staged here sponsoree . 
b 12 as I Federation 


Local 147, American 
‘of Musicians. | at 
| With admission free, cone’. 


R : si- 
‘are being financed by the mus 


cians union. 
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A Waxed Hotfoot 


The record business sure has been giving itself a waxed hot 


foot. 


And so needlessly, especially when some common-sense 


getting-together for the common weal might have circumvented 


all this costly competition. 


The 78ers have 
petween 45 and 33'3 rpm's. 
into confusion—this wasn’t it! 





turntabled themselves dizzy into a mad whir] 
£ o«)} : 7 : : 
Of all times to tailspin a business 














DEF 20% SINCE: 


Musician employment has 


reached the lowest levels since re- 





EMPLOINENT [f. Mscfr-TV Pix Used as We 


By AFM in Contract Talks With 


Hollywood s 








Picture Producers 








‘in 
‘in It’s pleasant to hark back } 
bou nt a Crosby or Cc we to : e good old days when you peal of the 1948 disking ban, ac- 
g vTOSD} a Como. Now it’s a quiz show for the cus- cording to Americ: : ae 
tomers—will this play on my machine, or will it : - d ican Federation of Hollywood, July 12 
es ; li it C Musiciz spokesme , e An ' 
obsolete? 1 it soon become clans spokesmen While per- Kalman Renews Vienna \merican Federation of \lue 
centage of member hip on tl siclans 1 repor 
: S ) he . lans is re ted considering | 
The sooner the phonograph 1 Fact , sn - ae oo 
ke those tripl ee oe manufacturers get together and employment rolls hasn’t been re- Ties; Talks 0 ereit ee eee 
ma 4 LOSE trip apie machines to play all speeds—as the vealed, its known that there are 4 ? retta as its ace in the hole in n oti 
record companies a icker gre c aia : nn: 7 ; —_ 
: ? ‘ ope for—the quicker and the better it will 20% less card-holders working this Vienna, July % tions with film producers for j 
be for all concerned. Not only for the diskers but the publishers *“One ortho natse Summer ~ Coming from Zurich, Emmerich contract to repl S aae.. 
t ; i s Ss . ne: ec = a ‘eplace curre agree- 
and the songsmiths. And the gadgets to shift from one speed Phe ge the major contributors to Kalman spent the first few days ment with fie arson: agree 
: - ‘ > emp , wilinn in ; s expiring : : 
to another had better be simple — nobody wants to take an _ battle Ploy ment decline is the rpm going around town with oldtimers media ; piring Aug. 31. 
vcpenanialas course just t lav ; € among the disk manufactur- Me a : ; rtheoming AFM negotiations 
J O play a = Abel ors. wl such as Hubert Marischka, Rud 
Vv tll dace cat a5 ae ee SO Pe : 410€%. oes which has caused the public to <p iagaaias vka, Rudolf with the film producers is expected 
3 os - “ on the buying of new plat- Oesterreicher. ete Though look- to be the most hard-fought in 
i: aidteete 4s indecision has made !"8 splendidly, he will proceed ene Bogs is currently lining up 
Irs Variety ities isha Cae tae ee one eee co ee See 
pigs ‘ & nas hit new ‘ T “ ‘re are several prob- 
lows. Some Eisen yay in the Alps The Kalmans made lems t be cor , 
; a pickup is anticipated vane 0 be. considered Unio 
’ « e¢ Ron . > a n, 
; when the majors, RCA-Victor, Co- their reservations for the Queen faced with increassag unemploy- 
eve an . 3 9 lumbia and Decea, start marketing Mary, leaving Sept. 22 for New ment, is expected to make its hard- 
rave es ar é ~— es gerpe labels. York oe Dt in its attempt to keep 
1e 50° off sales by Victor, ; : studioe employment “Urr 
ales VD, r, and Capi’? : p10) up to current 
es the Deces = Sarl will be produced in levels Fil ee, 
By ABEL GREEN + ecca reduction clearance +7 “ ilm producers, on the 
j A little more than 20 years ago, eel eget nies a eee ada hee cis ring ae ahaa Se ae eee 
n the issue of July 14, 1928, to be | | 'y dia employment opportuni- | arischka is contemplating — re- gE pic e revenue and will try to 
exact, a roving VARIETY ’ mugg | srae omposers Set ties inasmuch as the buyers stock staging the operetta here with a e : SOncentanes 2n the number of 
cahiie his first visit ta Cleveland. | ‘ pies up at the low prices, which in turn view to playing the lead | pe rmanent studio musicians. 
tas & mat ein, ie Ge Ges | 1S Publishing Cos precludes new diskings because the cociducieae aetaae lead rimself Some quarters think that the cur- 
HW) west for a atin Ris Phy | ‘ public is being surfeit d s ; : Ons } undel way for the rent $39.90 three- 3 aes 
Wg r ; native Manhattanite, | a) Avie. Sule 3 platters oe with fifth filming of Kalman’s “Czardas k iree-hour scale may 
: and somehow this reporter checked ‘ecordi ; gece ras Fuerstin” (“Riviera Girl” ardas crack under producer demands 
lato the Fenway Hall, a residential ss ptr company and music Another factor contributing to ee Girl J especially if the AFM is to cet ci 
hostelry where a man destined to ized 4 eye has been organ- ™usician unemployment is the de- Chancellor Le a received by same number of musicians. How 
Reconbe one of Ameri¢a’s eutstand- neva Poti 4 ~ Israel Com- cline in theatre band shows. This | handed him “ge ed I ag = ever. it’s felt that all bets in this 
. ; sers Ass : . ; pai thas as @ 7 ¢ “oceeds r ‘rec . he 
ing hoteliers was resident manager. “ZJil” (Hebrew isk firm is called 1as been made up to some degree Ball for Sumuaehe” Chiidinn a ler direction will be off if auto work- 
It was (the late) Ralph Hitz. Baer —s for “Tone”) and With the increased number of thea- $5.500. She cael 7 : n, about ers and those in other major indus- 
Showman that he was, Hitz sug- ha a works by local composers tres going on a vaudeville policy. ce llor er Sa . ise¢ Pons Chan- tries get another round of wage 
gested a trip to the Blossom Heath - . a ~~ been recorded in Is- However number of stageshow the Walder? ond ype balls. at increases. It’s expected AFM will 
Inn, 17 miles away from Euclid te Us sent for processing to houses is still insufficient to make York this fall ~ aza in New not go counter to the general tre nd 
Ave. What the roving Variety | SAT nities sella rely case aggre of jobs lost be- Though aan eg of union negotiations 
mugg wrote in '28 cz arke y will concentrate .CAuse theatre managers are afrai aeuieness eo oy ie ! sof & 
wstee” in so far Regeln ongge on on music by Israel composers, but ‘0 take chances with “high ce he rapidity with which Vienna is get- eae ae use Of music on sound- 
. € ‘ > : : . 5. . \ - “ce . A ac yr slaw : . 
Lombardos, currently os the it will also record music played band packages. A eunsidarabie ae Oe Be See See, Ree Sees vail “ha bcagy rage films is be- 
Waldorf-Astoria’s Starlight Roof, is by local artists. Publishing com- "Umber of jobs have been elim build ye * rags crac yemnneige bargaining n ua’ Mane i po 
§ las ola! . a yanv wi se aa me ee i : : ’ - building makes me fee ee g ‘ é Oint. early all studi 
eoncerned. The atmosphere | is pany will handle Israel composers. poet her through a decline in tran- te ssa issn ry sad.” are anxious to go into I Vv in aee- 
plushier, the couvert upped to $2, pore esse and summer decline in wai duction. In fact many would like 
the arrangements more lush, the | SI on radio programs. 7 to use video as a means of exhibit- 
orchestra bigger, and featured with sid a Beg sort however, are con- €CCa ing film trailers, but are stvmied 
the Royal Canadians are Carmen ap ver all S ree 1S oe Aside trom sea- ong from doing so by the AFM ukase 
and Lebert, the Lombardo Trio | pickup in employment, it’s forbidding live ic . 
(Cliff Gray-Don Rodney-Fred Hick- | " —— that the rpm_ situation tracks. music on sound- 
man), Kenny Gardner, the Twin | m4 will have resolved itself to some | 9 It's believ 
: y G ’ : . oo : s believed that film pr er 
Pianos (Fred Krietzer-Buddy Bren- | ing 0 IC —o. greatest hope lies in il S ums: would be willing to 1 on acne 
a nan) and alternating is that| a act — Rent air shows will . concessions tor TV mean shite 
Jaldorf perennial, Mischa Borr’ | sume, and theatres and cafes wi Decea is se ig etecialnm oe — 
band. But, otherwise, this ath, Hollywood, July 12. be reopened. For example the 4 ee ee eet ee eee a thle eden eee 
’ se, : sn- | ‘ . ° > . faa J ‘ - e > wia ¢ , ‘ S 2 ‘reve . 
back goes as is: | Despite rough biz this season for terstate Circuit in Texas after play- inventory via a 50% sale, starting jane th te coach 
all platteries, Capitol Records will 1"8 three experimental vaude Friday (15), for six weeks to Aug. thr . — fee ne 
Blossom Heath Inn maintain its 26 owned-and-ope- Shows may open seven or auc’ 31, with its first reduction — through currency difficulties "in 
ee . ees Ss ‘e ; . ° sale in foreign countries j , 
(CLEVELAND) rated distributing centers through- weeks of playing time, thus afford- the history of the frm. This is be pocorn igs Video network 
Cleveland. July 8. er the country, prexy Glenn Wal- ("8 employment to that many lieved to be a prelude to anther Rel also be relieved iste e would 
With Cleveland's night life ichs stressed following a meeting Nouse bands. " dising some of its albums the James C. Petrill ula goa 54 
ot weeneet 4 : here of waxery’s regi -~ 4 s Ss on the °% s C. Petrillo would permit rv 
} presen at a standstill. and | gional reps. LP (33'3 rpm) vinylite system. filme music. Because of increasin 
leths more so than the usual Best way to hypo biz, confab de- Albums, such as the original cast Prosramming demands netwe “ed 
sl at actlate Eatin tas coe pre- recsey is to concentrate on e on recordings of “Oklahoma” and Cannot stand the expense of Seine 
ein s rts, the “as 1eavyv selli cae il i ie ot Y . ” : oe P The. te 
of ene readineuns } pe nire pete y baggy of most popular art- 3 ? ee hig x our Gun,” would be &ll live shows, and public is be- 
tional business with only sts, cut out duds after minute _ among the first to go on the slower lieved to get getting tired of the 
dance band to draw is n'y a scanning of lists and reach for speeds. At the present tie, Old films now being shown 
more of a credit to ‘that ee wider distribution. One step in n fy Decca has no plans for cutting Union is highly secretive on the 
syncopating unit. this direction resulting from the e singles on either 33!4 or 45 rpm. film negotiations until its toppers 
= ee nie’ euideees « meeting is nat Com Will eae dle | lerrifie sales of the Columbia LP have catalogued all their demands 
tour up and down Euclid |‘Tibute in Canada for first time. , American Society of Composers. = of “South Pacific” and “Kiss 4nd spring them on the producers. 
avenue, with the main street This will be done through Capitol Authors and Publishers declared ia — _—" believed to be the Negotiations mav continue beyond 
presenting the aspect of a Records of Canada, om deel like |* second-quarter revenue melon oo mg Decca’s decision to the Aug. 31 expiration date. 
BMI oe to the seeker of night Cap’s deal with English Decca at its regular monthly board meet- — : “y = 3 Imprints of a few Few quarters anticipate a studio 
a convinces the most. casual In attendance for Capitol meet | img: it was approximately 10% | y, n collet ig rg Whether Decca Strike. With the video film as the 
has ead ond that this otherwise here were Bill Hill, Label’s east- under the previous three months’ ih — “ 33 3 rpm to a wider Chief focal point, the studios feel 
2.618 sheen ag le ap city is not ern chieftain; Ray Marchbanks. income Total of $1,800,000 was ra - albums is not yet de- they have a goal worth going after. 
: i ic Gee ee — Paul Featherstone. Pa- penis yee wd element to writ- — acl ail = oe that they've gotten 
’ e Hanna is cific northwest: Vic Blanchard, °"S 2" publishers as agains : - will still con- the best of any negotiati ; 
( / I st: ( anchard. ‘, S against .the panty. As Awhede y negotiations once 
vorks Continued on page 55) southern area. $2.000.000 gathered during the first Hae gl 3 Bot — 18 fm a is received for TV film 
non- a Wallichs also told group that al- period of the vear. spe st of its issues. For rights. 
MOONEY though Cap has lost money during That the second quarter was so at nde eo once ccceat — 
; ee PLAYS PIER the past two months for the first far below the first is attributable “Tears” ‘ 10-1 , i ser = ’ 
AM time in seven vears. it is in 4a to the absence of income from at €] ; wcalien ines bh platter %o sell METRO § STAR JUNKET 
dood AS CAVALLARO SUB strong financial situation. No notes theatres. Judge Vincent L. Lei- m , 
: « a4 es ; “ait > Decea’s half- sale 
nine- are held by any bank, and com- bell’s decision of last October. cjosely that “| Gise's aed ane FOR ‘BATTLEGROUND’ 
Carmen oe City, July 12. pany owns all its pressing plants, which denied ASCAP the right to Victor did very well with the “7 ; 
Pier’s M ‘avallaro. due in Stee] plus headquarters and properties collect theatre exhibition fees. since a terrific amount of ee For the first time since the war 
tage arine ballroom Aug. 21-27, here. hadn't been felt too much during chandise was moved. As ¢ oe Metro is lining up an ambitious 
lgr satan replaced by Art Mooney the initial quarter of this year. benefit to ia se —— star junket to bally a film. Four 
° hand ag revised schedule of loo. ASCAP’s income = always brought about Pe eB ce AP groups of ‘players, comprising 18 
amed booked ‘ie tol = season. Bands Duluth’s W agner To drops somewhat during the second amount of traffic in the poco aa persons, will each tour seven or 
‘avoy- J Include Larry Clinton . and third quarters due tc the fold- a time ; ie eae * a\ more cities to beat the dr : 
ulv : « mes , a ime when sales are normé “ a e drums for 
andle Sammy Tex Beneke, July 17-23: Baton in Scandinavia jng of winter spots. slow lormally “Battleground.” M-G’s depiction of 
abels. Pri aye, July 24-30; Louis Joseph Wagner. conductor of the the Battle of the Bulge 
| ir : : ; ; oe ; ulge. 
signa- even July 31-Aug. 6: Vaughn Duluth Symph, sailed trom New a ee a = Studio is now working on the 
Aug. 14- Aug. 7-13: Gene Krupa. York yesterday (Tues. ) for a two- names of players and stars whe 
tute a Hal M Pat Mooney, Aug. 21-27: month tour of the Scandinavian CCCa p? 1.1 will hit the rails. “Battleground” 
ye of- Gutiny Kare’ Aug. 28-Sept 1: countries. As guest batoner for a e ic or ee 0! preems in multiple dates on Ar- 
on. 2-3-4: 7 aye ‘repeat date). Sept. Various orchestras in Norway. Swe- mistice day ‘Nov. 11) 
ony « “2 To? ‘ : ini ; +. . , ; The cet j - 
Larry » ll teal Sept. 5-11; den, Finland and rigger eon eX- rwe hot trade reports on the diskers this week include that of - ' ne junket is timed as part of 
‘ : ecca goin ', a, pm! a ce . . « : +) } ar 
In the venue : 12-18. pects to prese nt a imber oft D x g LP ‘33 rpm) and RCA Victor's new phonographs , company s 25th anniversary 
12 Youngman eville theatre Henny American musical \ orks ; being equipped with all three speeds: the standard 78 rpm. its own fete Driv e is currently on to book 
an . week. goin S the attraction this Wagner will confer with Scan- 45 and. additionally, the Columbia Phonograph’s LP ‘Long Playin 4 Metro film in every theatre in 
ad bY Oss, sae 7) on the 16th: Lanny dinavian composers with an eye to cvstem of 33'4 revolutions per minute ; ¥ the country. Company this week 
ration July 24.30: oth Jerry Colonna, selecting manuscripts for perform- Dave Kapp concedes that Decca may convert some of its albums reported that 75¢ oi the sales 
l-Aug. 6: e Three Suns, July ance in the U. S. next season. The to LP. but nix on 45 rpm; its pops remain at 78. And John West force has already inked every 
ncerts Aug. 14- 20, oe Howard, Aug. 7-13; composer conductor only last week advertising-publicity veepee for RCA Victor, shudders at th situation in their sector 
musi- Aug. 21- 97. open; Myron Cohen, returned from Cuba, where he led thought of the LP being anywheres near the Camden he sdnaaieiiins : 
28-Sept. 4 Marion Hutton, Aug. the Havana Philharmonic in a Juls To all of this the music trade says, it’s a good idea al! poesia Johnny Murray, former disk 
4 concert of American music. even if nothing ever comes ot It. jockey with WMOB. Mobile, bas 
goinea KLIF, Dallas. 2 
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sentimental cis “there i i said it again’ . . smooth as “ballerina” is ‘4 


rhythmic as “cool water’... homespun as “how soon” 


y 


catchy as “let it snow”... 


powerful as “riders in the sky!” 


aun - 
18 rom ~ 45 rpm -~ | > a 
20-380 RCA VICTOR RECORDS G i) y 
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WB Blows Own 
Musical ‘Horn 


Hollywood, July 12. 
Warners will use songs from its 
subsidiary. Music Publishers 
Holding Corp., for “Young Man 
With a Horn,” thus saving between 
$210,000 and $260,000. Buying else- 
where the music tab would run 
from $250,000 to $300,000, but sub- 
sid’s charges are reportedly $40,000 


for 15 tunes, including ‘“Honey- 
suckle Rose,” “Someone to Watch 
Over Me,” “The Very Thought of 
You.” “Get Happy,” “Limehouse 
Blues.” “Moanin’ Low,” “‘Can’t We 
Be Friends?” and “Chinatown, My 
Chinatown.” 

Doris Day will sing five tunes, 


with privilege of sens her songs. 


3 PUBS, 3 WRITERS SET 
ON ASCAP APPEALS BD. 


many 
Ameri- 
Authors 
appeals 





Three publishers and as 


writers were named to the 
can Society of Composers, 
and Publishers’ board of 
last week. 


Elected were publishers Charles 


Foley, Max Mayer and Thomas 
Valando, while writers chosen were 
Abel Baer, Peter de Rose and 


Douglas Moore. 


Templeton Hits $18,000 


In 3 Honolulu Concerts 


Los Angeles, July 12. 
Templeton arrived here 
Saturday (9) after a quickie tour 
of Hawaii, flying both ways and 
curtailing his Pacific tour because 
of the shipping strike in Honolulu. 
Instead of two planned concerts 
Honolulu, pianist had to give 
three there, June 28, July 5 and 6, 
to satisfy the demand, grossing 
$15,000 in three recitals at a $3.60 





Alec 


in 


top. He also had a sellout concert 
at Hilo, July 2, for over $3,000 
gross. 





Over 240 Firms to Show 
At N.Y. Music Trade Meet 


More than 240 firms will exhibit 
at the Music Industry Trade Show 


and Convention to start in New 
York July 25 at the Manhattan 
Center and New Yorker hotel. 


Show is sponsored by the National 
Assn. of Music Merchants in con- 
junction with the National Assn. of 
Band Instrument Manufacturers, 
Musical Merchandise Wholesalers 
and National Piano Travelers Assn. 

Meet will last four days and 8,000 
are expected to attend. 


Mills Music’s 30th Anni 


Mills Music celebrates its 30th 
anniversary this month. 





The company has more than 
45,000 titles in its catalog, built 
through acquisition of over 35 


publishing houses. 








MUSIC. 
BOURNE 
TO LIVE 


Columbia 


ossByY's 


gai58 


ABC MUSIC CORP. >> 














PRO-PROGRAMMING 
CARMEN LOMBARDO’S 


SAILBOAT IN 
THE MOONLIGHT 


CRAWFORD 











; Fina, when show 
| stanzas at 
| Opening 




























































































































































































: On the 


Hollywood 

Dave Cavanaugh’s band in for 
two-weeker this week at Casino 
Gardens, Santa Monica, at $1,750 
weekly ... Barelay Allan orch 
takes over the “Salute to George 
Gershwin” troupe, replacing Jack 
goes in for two 
Cal-Neva, Lake Tahoe, 
Aug. 12... Leighton 
opens for two weeks at 
Salt Lake, beginning July 


Noble 
Lagoon, 


Larry Shane, head of Paramount 
and Famous Music, will plug songs 
for Paramount as economy wave 
swept out Irving Weiss. Tubby 
Garron continues as songplugger 
for Famous ... Nat Finston and 
Andre Brummer signed as musical 
supervisors for “Sugar Hill,” col- 
ored musical bowing here Tuesday 
(12). 

Tommy Dorsey band drawing 
$2,400 for one-nighter at Butte last 
week ... Spike Jones band booked 
for four nights at Davenport. Ia., 
starting Nov. 24. They'll appear 
under auspices of the Davenport 


Upbeat 


{Merchants Assn., 


getting $2,500, 
nightly, against 60°%. 


° od 

Chicago 

Frankie Masters, 
Boulevard Room oft oe had 
option picked up to Jan. 1, 1950, 
stretching stay at hotel to over 15 
months ... Cab Calloway into Don 
Carlos Casino, Winnipeg, July 28 
for a week... Shep Fields doing 
four weeks at Balinese Room, Gal- 
veston, July 19... Freddie Nagel 
will play southside Martinique out- 
door ballroom July 15-27... Jack 
Fina into Lakeside Club, Denver, 
July 12-31, with Lawrence Welk 
set for Elitch’s Gardens, Denver, 
July 23-Aug. 1... Buddy Moreno 
stays at Trocadero, Evansville, 
Ind., to July 21, opening at For- 
est Park Highlands, St. Louis, July 
24 to end of the month Ted 
Weems into Lake Delavin, Wisc., 
July 19-24 after one-nighting in 
midwest territory first part of 
July . Sherman Hayes returns 
to O. Henry ballroom, July 20, for 
indefinite stay . Eddie O'Neill 
and new orch into Palmer House 


currently at 


holds over with Sid Caesar show 
|for u week... Jerry Saxon, WIND 
‘night watch ‘disk jock, spinning 
| platters again after two-week va- 
;cash , 
tion man for Columbia Records, 
|/now hypoing Tower Records .. . 
Bernie Cummins closes at Muehle- | 
bach ‘hotel, Kansas City, July 19 

. Nick Stuart’s option picked 
up at Chase hotel, St. Louis,e ex- 
tending stay to Labor Day 
Benny Strong opens at Peony Park, 
Omaha, July 29, staying until Aug. 
7... Buddy Baer back at baton- | 
ing, with one-weeker at Bowery, | 
Detroit, Aug. 1... Jimmy Feather- | 


stone plays eastern booking for | ae 
first time, With 17 days lined up at | 


Bill Green’s 
Aug.1.. 
weeks at 
hotel, New 

Ken Griffin 
Logansport, Ind., July 18 for a) 
week, following with a two-weeker | 
at Miami Club, Rockford. Il]. . .! 


Casino, Pittsburgh, | 

. Leo DeLyon set for four | 
Blue Room. Roosevelt | 
Orleans, July 29... .| 


|Harry Kool and Mel Brandt Trio | 


Stay over at Casa Bonita for two | 
additional weeks , Quintones 
remain at Turf Club, Austin, | 
Minn., until July 30 Jackie 
O’Shea now 88'ing in Bal Masque | } 
Room, Sheraton hotel i) 





. Nat Hale, former promo- | 


into Theatre Club, oy 
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Survey of retail disk best 7) m a 2/8 Hollywood, July 12, 
sellers, based on reports ob- B ulolo a B/S | . _ World-Wide Negro Elks Conven. 
tained from leading stores in or = o1Ol1_ fg 5 Seiels 'tion, set for Aug. 21 at San Fran. 
12 cities and showing com- 3 % - oe 8p 5 5 p | o|s& M4 cisco, will have Lionel Hampton as 
+99 > ; 4 a n ) 4 : 
rater en for this s | 6 3 eles = 4 \z = . ss 1 its top attraction. He'll appear 
‘ = | eie < £ 41a) § 518 a | A with extra acts and get $15,000 
e|/Zi/E;slals | | si iTivis« L guarantee for seven nights. 

' Week Endin = lm | | Ba i S ane l r Hampton took $6,413 as his grab 
National g i 5 |2£|& | | |= is |< =|‘ | = | V2 - out of the Oakland Auditorium, 
Rating fi lis pi2lealss;1/O;/s] a) f July 3. Over 9,000 admissions 

AE Se (s1/S8ifialulel!] s| o I i ail Be ae te i 
Jul 9 wee | é | & | ws | o | = . were paid. On the Elks’ affair h 
KW iaeiagl s¢)/Slael|m@l El/eif#i gis N 2 e 
This Last PifSie«li*zimisial 2 ele! s | = T will get a 50-50 cut of all proceeds 
-— wom Artist, Label. Title Si iflelisisliaels 5 2 ‘Sisiais over $38,000 in addition to his flat 
™ oferta sid is > slam 21S i | LS Bai SA. eee guarantee. Admissions will be 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) charged for a grand ball at the 
1 1 “Riders in the Sky” 1 4 9 2 2 2 2 1 6 2 5 9? Frisco civic auditorium, for dancing 
- — PERRY cOMO Vi % — ——_ — nn aes each night and for a “Cavalcade of 
‘ (Victor) . Jazz.” 
2 2 “Some Enchanted Evening”... 3 1 3 3 1 5 a 58 a 
a M. WHITING-J. MERCER (Cap) < Hampton’s $6,900 
3 4 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside”. a Tee 6 3 1 1 3 2 55 Los Angeles, July 12. 
GORDON JENKINS (Decca) Lionel Hampton pulled a net 
4 3 “Again” bi fe SOL Seer tegeier’ 2 3 . 2. 4 3. 53 re “ wee in . concert 
- ——— eine a ae promotion by disk jockey Joe 
BING CROSBY “(Decea) ; Adams at Wriglev Ala ‘ern 
5A 7 “Some Enchanted Evening” 8 1 4 o... + 26 Sunday (10). rigiey Field here 
MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) , Hampton was in on a $5,000 
5B ¢ “A Wonderful Guy” 9 7 7 4 9 8 . a. a 26 guarantee against 50° of- the 
< ~ MEL TORME (Capitol) eae ae. e - gross, which wait him $6,900. 
6 9 “Again” erry vet Poe ee ee 3 __ 2 . eae ati 
TOMMY DORSEY (Victor) . ’ 0/ 
7 #13 “The Hucklebuck” a, oe ee See, ere ee eee... __ 22 HERMAN’S 657, FOR 
vis ~~. SHORE-B. CLARK (Columbia) _ 
8 7 “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” : 2 _ 4 7: a 20 BALBOA BCH. WEEKENDS 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) p Hollywood, July 12 
9 10 “Room Full of Roses” 4 8 2 ae Woody Herman orch is playing 
G. JENKINS-ST ARDUSTERS 1D) three weekends at Balboa Beach 
10 12 “I Don’t See Me in Your Eyes” Se eg ees 6 10 2 9 Pin 17 Ballroom, gambling on 65° of the 
PEGGY LEE (Capitol) — . in gross. Band members, meanwhile, 
11 13. “Bali. Ha’i 3 4 15 ag re ene scan 
a ee Pee Ty : — ate has virtue of permitting 
9 tr aodes’ ae ie (Victor) 5 4 13 Herman and his men to have par- 
12 wicca Mr ver" —_—_—— tial vacash combined with work. 
BING CROSBY (Decca) ae 
13 6 Sali Ha’i’’.. Sere 10 5 , 7 11 
EZ1O PINZA (C alumbia 1) - Don Tibbetts Heads 
14A “Some Enchanted Evening”...... 1 . 
¥ RUSS MORGAN (Decca) N. H. somney Group 
144B 8 “Forever and Ever”... 7 az... 10 Manchester, N. H., July 12. 
——————.. = ——— ——= Don Tibbetts is regional admin- 
SAM MY KAYE (Victor) istrator f New H: n shire | 
14C 13 “Room Full of Roses” : 8 5. te 4 10 astrator OF @ IN¢ AM PSOITe CHAp- 
— ter of the American Society of 
D. HAYMES-TATTLERS (Decea) Disk Jockeys, organized here by 
14D “Maybe It’s Because” I __10 30 record-spinners from eight AM 
FRANKIE YANKOVIC (Columbia) stations and five FM outlets. 
14E 13 “Blue Skirt Waltz’ a 1 10 Included on the ‘Yroster are 
PERRY COMO (Victor) _ Bernie Mack and Tony Adams, 
15A “I Don’t See Me in Your Eyes”... . 6 7 9 : = " WMUR <i ee 
} ee Tl aE ee — Jie iper and Te Sawyer 
Ma YRSEY (V yer, 
15B bp ner DORSEX SVictor) 2 9 WLNH, Laconia and_ Franklin; 
——_— "_— LYN GHT D —— Gerry Kearney, Jay Boivin and 
16 13 4. Page a Dee a) 3 3 Ckurch O’Neil, WFEA, Manches- 
: e Goody Good to Me”......... ter; Bob Huse, Alan Rock, Bob 
FRANK SINATRA (Columbia) Cassidy, Stan Morgan and Dave 
17A_ 13 “The Hucklebuck”.............. ® 8 7 ‘ 7 Bodge, WOTW-WOTW-FM, Nashua: 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) Win Blake, Norm Messier and * 
178 12 “Youre Breaking My Meart”’...: .. »«.+ «: 4 7 Bob Longchamp, WKXL, Con- 
ART MOONEY (M-G-M) ok ies ’ cord, and Tracy Cole, John Far- 
17C “Twenty-four Hrs. of Sunshine”... .. .. .. 9 6 7 | rell, John Scott and Eleanor Con- 
nerton. WHEB-WFMI, Portsmouth 
1 2 3 4 5 and Dover. 
FIVE TOP s0vte paciric | Kiss ME, KATE MANHATTAN SUPPER CLUB | SONGS WITHOUT ' : 
TOWER FAVORITES WORDS e 
A a B U M S Broadway Cast Broadway Cost Gordon Jenkins Perry Como Selected P ettiford Breaks Arm 
Columbia Columbia Decca Victor Capitol 
Hollywood, July 12. 
Oscar Pettiford, vet bass man 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies ee wey Benen 
broke his arm in four places while 
(Based on Points Earned) playing baseball last weekend. — 
No. of | No. of He may be out as long as six 
Label Records Points | Label Records Points months. Joe Mondragon is replac- 
eee ee Serre. ee 7 BAS | CommmDia 2... .cccccccecess _ 4 47 ing. 
PY .. bsp ke ewde OREN 8 Boe | BOGE serves TeT i Tee ree oe 7 
Capitol 4 121 | PEE 4sip ko wbneeees. eee sae 7 a 
| 
| July 21 instead of July 14, since IDON 
|Ted Straeter, currently there, | 


IN YOUR EYES 
ANYMORE 
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EVERY TIME.| MEET YOU 



















from 20th Century-Fox's 
“THE BEAUTIFUL BLONDE 
FROM BASHFUL BEND” 
Starring BETTY GRABLE 
Written, Produced and Directed by 
PRESTON STURGES 


recorded by 
MARGARET WHITING .. Capitol 
PERRY COMO ........ RCA Victor 
BUDDY CLARK .......... Columbia 
DICK HAYMES ..... Decco 
ART LUND ...0000...... _M-G-M 
GLORIA CARROLL ..Dance-Tone 
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—RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS|— 































































































phen Ivor Szinnyey and William 
Cary Duncan. m., Anselm Goetzel. 











M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 1919. 
Who Can Tell (Apple Blossoms). 
w., William Le Baron. m., Fritz | 
Kreisler. T. B. Harms & Francis, 
Day & Hunter, cop. 1919. (After- 
VARIETY wards introduced in the film: The 
is o King Steps Out, with words by. 
Survey of retail sheet musie e S % : Dorothy Fields; Chappell & Co., 
sales, based on reports obtained i 01s Ly 5 Inc., cop. 1936.) 
from leading stores in 12 cities o a sic 2 |, The World Is Waiting For the | 
4 showl oneperati 1 © ai > |B a . Sunrise. w., Eugene Lockhart. m., 
Ak. ens Some ve sates ¥ & 8 =| 5 = 8 T Ernest Seitz. Chappell & Co., Ltd., 
rating for this and last week. eis 1 SIF) olelZiZ%ilglolel o cop: 199. 
Sie leisigi2 | ge/O/3/3l er You Ain’t Heard Nothing Yet. 
y yp F 3 -4 | tr | “hg | @ £ = A w., m., Al Jolson, Gus Kahn and 
wins |e |& | o |o|e| & 3, Bud de Sylva. Jerome H. Remick 
4 OF ISS sl sla lal S|] Si alsl & Pe Co, cop. 1919 
ee ndaing EC Bare etetaee Berar ease ‘| vO, OEP. See ; 
National Ss sig iz4i- | SlfZiaixs l= i # lS Pp You’re A Million Miles From 
<a a) 0] = | ot | ak g sixida|z S|o Nowhere. w., Sam M. Lewis and 
Saans July 9 Sigis*i ce lZigisziagis|. 5 sr Joe Young. m., Walter Donaldson. 
This Last | | a | & é fa | Ss | ry h = 2 s N Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co., 
; Bisialsei=| = />)|e/8/8)8] 2 [lcop. 1919. 
wk. wk. Title and wublisher lis i6i§ | aig! 5 lel Y E = 2 > You Are Free (Apple Blossoms). 
— eee w., William Le Baron. m., Victor 
1 1 “Enchanted Evening” | (W’mson) . cos © mw es 2 5. 3 %. 4% &. 4 OM Jacobi. T. B. Harms & Francis, 
2 2 “Riders in the Sk (WV ela a SS Day & Hunter, cop. 1919. 
3 4 “Again” (Robbi - =. a i eS... i 2... 1 1 86 You Said It. w., Bert Kalmar 
o- - gain obbins) ic. we 3.2 2 7 --. Ss ) ee and Eddie Cox. m., Henry W. 
4 3 Forever and i Ever” (Robbins)... oe ho eee ce ‘2. 7 2 Santley. Waterson, Berlin & Sny- 
5 5 “Bali Hai” (Williamson)......... oc i RM Oo. 28. 8 8 a ee eee Oe 
* 7 rT] ” a — —.. Your Eyes Have Told Me So. w., 
S i own River” (Spitzer) ‘ii 4. 9 6 9 a TEES 3 46 Gustave Kahn. m., Egbert Van 
7 6 A’—You’re Adorable ina). +-e8Vvteegfte®. * #s e tm = Alstyne. m., Walter  Blaufuss. 
8A 9 “I Don’t See Me” (Laurel)....... 9 6 9 9 6 .. 6 8 8 6 9 8B 37 JiJerome H. Remick & Co., cop. 
8B 8 “Wonderful Guy” (Williamson)... .. a a a a a rw ie 
-_——— 76 a ry >a eae ee — . s en 
9 10 “It’s Cold Outside (Melrose) 10 10 > ©» 6 0 38 5&5 FT. Every city and community held 
10 i “4 Winds, 7 Seas” (Lombardo) — .. % As 32, 8 8 parades for returning soldiers. — 
11A 13 [3 “Breaking My Heart” (Algonquin) 4 5 Prices still went up, sugar being 
= — _ : caiaiitpsnsbianicra ; scarcer and scarcer, and eggs 
11B Highland Fling” (H. _ Warren) as 4 7 reaching 63c. doz. Meantime the 
12 ba “Blue Skirt Waltz” (Mills)....... 5 6 U. S. public debt doubled itself 
over the previous year, and now 
stood at $25,482,000,000, or $246.09 
PHEFHEPHE DOOD 9O4949646660666466660 Mo., J. W. Jenkins Sons Music Co., | per capita. 
| COp. 1919 (as a song, words by Henry Ford sued the Chicago 
Spencer Williams do., cop. 1929). | Tribune for $1,000,000 libel, charg- | 
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VARIETY 


By JULIUS MATTFELD 


(Copyright, Variety, ine. 


Legends and ether basie background information, attendant to the compilation 


and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 
Cavalcade started publication serially. it 
slipped and filed for future reference. 


Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyrighted and may not 


be reproduced either wholly or in part. 


All Rights Reserved) 


6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song 
is suggested that these installments be 


1919—Continued 


Mandy (Ziegfeld Follies of 1919; 
afterwards introduced in the film: 
Kid Millions). w., m., Irving Ber- | 
lin. Irving Berlin, Inc., cop. 1919. 

Meet Me in Bubble Land. w., 
Casper Nathan and Joe Manne. m., 





, 


VOCALISTS: 
SONG KEYS 


will save you time, trouble and em- 
borrassment by instantly giving you 
your vocal keys for more than 3,- 
500 favorite songs! Order now! 
Sturdy, pocket-size ........$1.00 


a Oe 


24 (bi-monthly) issues of "SONG 
KEYS BULLETIN" covering new re- 
a rrr WEveveervieTT: |... 








Send Cash, Postal Note or M.0. 


“SONG KEYS" 


P.O. Box 311-V 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 


YOURE. 






















> 


LAUREL MUEIC ee) 
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YOU’RE 
HEARTLESS 


TING-A-LING 


(Waltz of the Bells) 


THE DREAM OF 
OLWEN 
MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


1619 Broadway New York 19, N. ¥. 











\Isham Jones. 


'm., Max Kortlander. 


Snyder Co., cop. 1919. 

My Barney Lies Over the Ocean 
—Just the Way He Lied to Me. w., 
Sam H. Lewis and Joe Young. m., 
Bert Grant. Waterson, Berlin & 


Snyder Co., cop. 1919. 

My Buddies (Buddies). w., m., 
B. C. Hilliam. M. Witmark & Sons, 
cop. 1919. 


My Isle of Golden Dreams. w., 
Gus Kahn. m., Walter Blaufuss. 


Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. 
1919. 
Nobody Knows—and Nobody 


Seems to Care. w., m., Irving Ber- 
lin. Irving Berlin, Inc., cop. 1919. 

Oh! How I Laugh When I Think 
How I Cried About You. w., Roy 
Turk and George Jessel. m., Willy 
White. Waterson, Berlin & Sny- 
der Co., cop. 1919. 

Oh! What a Pal Was Mary. w., 
Edgar Leslie and Bert Kalmar. m., 
Pete Wendling. Waterson, Berlin 
& Snyder Co., cop. —. 

On Miami Shore. , William Le 
Baron. m., Victor Tk My London: 
Chappell & Co., Ltd., cop. 1919. 

Peggy. w., Harry Williams. m., 
Neil Moret. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 


(1919. 


Smilin’ Through (afterwards in- 
‘troduced in the film: Smilin’ 
Through). w.,-m., Arthur A. Penn. 
|M. Witmark & Sons, cop. 1919. 

Someone Like You (Angel Face). 

Robert B. Smith. m., Victor 
icbert. Harms, Inc., cop. 1919. 

Swanee_ (Sinbad). w., Irving 
Caesar. m., George Gershwin. T. 
B. Harms & Francis, Day & Hun- 
ter, cop. 1919. 

Sweet Sixteen (Ziegfeld Follies 
of 1919). w., Gene Buck. m., Dave 
Stamper. T. B. Harms & Francis, 
Day & Hunter, cop. 1919. 

Tell Me. w., J. Will Callahan. 
Jerome H. 
Remick & Co., cop. 1919 by Lee S. 
Roberts: assigned 1919 to Jerome 
H. Remick & Co. ; 

That Naughty Waltz. w., Edwin 
Stanley. m., Sol P. Levy. Belwin, 
Inc., cop. 1919. 

There | Is No Death! w., Gordon 
Johnstone. m., Geoffrey O’Hara. 
London: Chappell & Co., Ltd., cop. 
1919 

They’ re All Sweeties. w., An- 
drew B. Sterling. m™., Harry Von 
Tilzer. Harry sin Tilzer Music 

b. Co., cop. 2 
PUralip rime (Ziegfeld Follies of 
1919). w., Gene Buck. m., Dave 
Stamper. "?T. B. Harms & Francis, 
Day & Hunter, cop. 1919. 
| Twelfth Street Rag. Piano solo. 
m., Euday L. Bowman. Kansas City, 





Waterson, Berlin & 


| Wait Till You Get Them Up in 
the Air, Boys. w., Lew Brown. m., 
Albert Von Tilzer. Broadway Mu- 
| sic Corp., cop. 1919. 

What’ll We De on a Saturday 
ee oe the Town Goes Dry. 
w. , Harry Ruby. Waterson, Ber- 
lin & ‘Snyder Co., cop. 1919. 


When the Cherry Blossoms Fall | 
w., Ste- 


(The Royal Vagabond). 


ing that the paper had made him 
out to be an anarchist in an edito- 
rial. The trial ran four months, re- 
| sulted in several million words of 


testimony, and terminated when 
the jury, after nine ballots, | 
awarded Ford six cents damages | 
; and costs. 

The American Legion was 
formed in Paris, and held its first 
‘convention in St. Louis. 





sic Broadcast over Radio Netu 


Merry-Go-Round Waltz 
One, Only Highland Fling—7“B 
Riders In the Sky Sm 
So In Love—**‘Kiss Me, 
Some Enchanted Evening— 
Someone To Love 
BWi8k- TMEOY fac ers che said eke 
There's Yes Yes In Your Eyes 
Weddin’ Day ae i 
Who Do You Know In Heaven. . 
You're So Understanding tec 
The 


lar 
Office of Research, Inc., 





t Film musical. 


Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 34 songs of the week (more in case of ties), 
the copyrighted Audience Cove 


Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director 

Survey Week of July 1-7, 1949 
PAs PesBR OI Bi TOG i ca ash ooh ee oa Ba ew 0s Mogul 
A Wonderful Guy—* “South Pacific” wore yee Williamson 
Ve Oe SEONG os <5.6 95.66 6. Koe eT bee S od OOR Laurel 
PeMISSy OUR SOURS oo isode60 6 3450540 54S) bade Robbins 
PS YG ere err er ere gy B 
Baby It’s Cold Outside—7‘ ‘Neptune’s s ‘Daughter’ .Morris 
Bali Ha’i—*‘South Pacific” .... ; . Williamson 
Beautiful Blonde Bashful Bend—+“Beautiful Blonde” Miller 
UME CURIE 0.5.5. (bh 6.0 0's. 9 chk Wb/R ad SSR ae CLE Hill & Range 
ES EES ON | ae ee eee tre eer yy, SO ae ee eee Melrose 
Every Time I Meet You—?“Beautiful Blonde”...... Feist 
Pive FOOt TWO, VCS OF BUG 261i. cis cant ee babes Feist 
Forever and Ever Gch cakae fd ac Wee. Bee Ane eae Brea Robbins 
Havin’ a Wonderful Wish—+“Sorr owful Jones’ , Paramount 
How It Lies, How It Lies, How It Lies............ Morris 
EME ANNES Fo) vba kw aah eae eee ¢ooes WRIbeG 
I Don’t See Me In Your Eyes Anymore 5 Ge ecers Laurel 
In the Good Old Summertime edith ..Marks 
Just One Way To Say I Love You.................. Berlin 
eee IND... 8 ix pence eae .... Advanced 
Let’s Take An Old- Fashioned Walk—* ‘Miss L iberty’ ‘Berlin 
Lover’s Gold . Ee Rls tetas eca ceca ahi a Mea Lectin aiaee ae Oxford 
Maybe It’s Because—*" “Along Fifth Avenue” pyrene BVC 


Kate” ca wes 


remaining 22 songs of th le 
based on the copyright Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popu- 
Music Broadcast over Radio 
Dr. John G. Peatman, 


Always True To You In Fashion—*‘‘Kiss Me Kate”. T. B. Harms 
Comme Ci. COmme Ce «icici ceseirs ef earn tale tose lan Leeds 
Cruising Down the River 6 es, 4.060 BRERA Spitzer 
Don't Call Me Sweetheart Anymore........eeee0-- ABC 
Dreamy Old New England Moon........seceeseees Leeds 
Everywhere You Go ba sales ig Rees 0 d-b0Rh Lombardo 
Ev'ry Night Is Saturday Night........cccecccsoees BMI 

Four Winds and the Seven Seas............005: Lombardo 
Cet Me One OF THOR. «s iviwcciaawas ds Encore 
Girl From Jones Beach—7“‘C€ Girl From Jones Beach” Harms 

It's a Big Wide Wonderful World » + op aaa BMI 

CPS 2 UE SA Ge eran es 2 Sree rn rr Melody Lane 
Little Fish In a Big | Pond—*' ‘Miss RADOTS vacwvines 3erlin 
Look At Me MOOT HTC LOT e RTC TT Tee Jewel 
BOER We, CO ok 6in6s 50 640 sss abbScedeensanssee Santly-Joy 
Love Is a Beautiful ‘Thing eTeTee Tee TT ee Porgie 
Now Now Now Js the Time......ccccccees rere Fremart 
2 ge” re ee rn a eee eae ee Spitzer 
Similau ... errr eree 
Someday You’ ll Want Me To Want You sie ora Seema Duchess 
Song Of Surrender Fee Oe eee) Ceres Paramount 
Two Little New Little Blue Little Eyes . Morris 


Younger Than Springtime—**‘‘South Pacific” . ' . Williamson 


* Legit musical. 


based on 
rage Index Survey of Popular Mu- 
orks. Published by the Office of 


ee . Shapiro-B 

arkleys of B’way”.. Warren 

Rie, Spain RA ey Sk: Bn Morris 
Tr. B. Harms 
ieee kia Williamson 
Re So Eee ee Warren Pub. 
errr eT eee ee ee Southern 

errr eT ee ee ee Witmark 

(daiedeoee Veccsst ae POMOGS 
Teer ree ee ae Robbins 
ee) a ee Barron-Pem. 

(more in case of ties), 


week 


Published by the 
Director. 


Networks. 


BOURNE, 


President Woodrow Wilson at- 
tended the peace conference in 
Europe, and returned to the U. S. 
in disappointment at the results. 

| Strikes were a nationwide phe- 
‘nomenon. Some _ 4,100,000 eme- 
| ployees during this year struck, 
| walked out, or were locked out, in 
a series of troubles that affected all 
major industries. Among them was 
the entertainment business, which 
|had an actors’ strike that at once 
| shut down 12 legitimate shows and 
| caused a precarious season for the 
| managers. 

Jack Dempsey won the heavy- 
'weight championship when Jess 
Willard failed to answer the bell 
for the fourth round at Toledo, 
Ohio 

The 
timidly 
nings 

Skirts, 
ground, 
hats were 
brims and 
tions 

Aviation, abetted by the impetus 
of the war, was beginning to be a 
major topic of conversation. In this 
year the U. S. Navy seaplane N-C 4 
made its way to Europe via the 
Azores. The first airmail flight be- 
tween Chicago and New York went 
on record. The British dirigible 
R-34 flew to the U. S. and back, 

( Continued next week) 


bobbed 


social 


hair 
begin- 


and 
their 


gigolo 
made 


off the 
Women’s 
large 
decora- 


now six inches 
were a sensation. 
adorned with very 
fussy, fragile 








‘Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending July 2) 
London, July 6. 
Wedding Marlene. .Box & Cox 
Lavender Blue Sun 
Red Roses L. Wright 
12th Street Rag Chappell 
A You're Adorable. ..Connelly 





Candy Kisses .. Chappell 
Buy Killarney.....P. Maurice 
| Put Shoes on Lucy .Gay 
| Strawberry Moon . Yale 
| Forever and Ever F.D. & H. 

Faraway Places.........Leeds 

POE se a cca F. D. & H. 

Second 12 

Powder Your Face...Chappell 
| In Shady Nook K. Prowse 

Riders in Sky....... Chappell 

Echo Told Me Lie...Chappell 

Always Love You...... Clover 
| Brush Those Tears. . Leeds 

Cuckoo Waltz K. Prowse 

Clancy Lowered Boom. . Leeds 

Behind the Clouds. ..Feldman 

Put ’Em in Box......Connelly 

i a: rr Connelly 

Imperia 


Clopin Clopant 











FRANKIE LAINE 


HELD OVER 


ORIENTAL THEATRE 
CHICAGO 

















A NEW JIMMY McHUGH 
STANDARD 


IT’S A MOST 
UNUSUAL 
DAY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
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olice Raid Ill. Strip Spots After 


Protests by Church, Civic Groups 


Chicago, July 12. + 
Close on the heels of AGVA’s Citizens Group Votes To | 


warning to strippers to modify 
their displays before the police 
cracked down on the bistros where 
they work, four operators were ar- 
rested in suburban Calumet City. 


| 


| 
| 





Save Columbus Orch. 
Columbus, O., July 12. | 

A citizens committee is seek- 
ing to save the Columbus Phil- 
harmonic from the year’s suspen- | 


Jack Irving, midwest rep of Amer- sion recently voted by the orches- 


ican Guild of Variety Artists, held 
the performers 
but strippers 
ops were 


sponsible for their ‘state of un- 
dress.” Heat on Chi officials has 
been heavy from civic and church 
groups. 

However, action against Calumet 
City club owners comes as a sur- 
prise as the town 
garded as more open than Chicago, 
drawing many visiting firemen. 
Those arrested for “presenting in- 
decent. immoral, and suggestive 
entertainment” are Sam Mitclrell, 
Riptide; Dave Keller, Playhouse; 
Jack Ganas, Show Club, and 
Ernest Kmabenhans, Rainbow. 
Mayor of the town also warned 
further violations would mean the 
arrest of performers also. Owners 
in bail for 


for 
(6) 
nitery 


meeting 
Wednesday 


the re- 


claimed 


were released $1,000 
hearing July 19. 

Cicero authorities closed the 
4811 Club on indecent shows 
charge last week. 





Betty Jane Watson’s New 
Partner Is Her Hubby 


has been fre-| 


tra’s board of trustees by opening 
a fund-raising campaign. The com- 
mittee, led by Norman Nadel, mu- 
sic critic for the Columbus Citi- 
zen, voted to support the full 78- 
piece orchestra, but if it failed to 
reach that goal, to back a smaller 
orchestra. This proposal was laid 
before the board of trustees Mon- 
day (11). 

Minimum goal of $30,000 to 
$35,000 was estimated in the dis- 
cussions. The board, however, de- 
cided that in order to wipe out 


| past deficits and begin a new Ssea- | 


In Coast Teaming 


| 


son, $65,000 was needed. Because 
the board felt that much money 
could not be raised, it ordered the 
suspension. 


Herman, King Cole 





Hollywood, July 12. 
Woody Herman’s band and the 
King Cole foursome have been 
booked in combination, to open at 
Shrine auditorium here July 29, on 
a number of Coast concerts. Pack- | 
age gets $3,000 guarantee against 


Betty Jane Watson is keeping 60%, with net being split 50-50 by 


her new partnership in the zamily. 
She's teamed up with singer Jerry 
Austen, her husband, to form 
duet which preems formally at the 
Bismarck hotel, Chicago, Aug. 3. 
Miss Watson has appeared with 
her husband at benefits and did 
occasional duets during Miss Wat- 
son's recent date at the Cotillion 
Room of the Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 
However, agents discouraged the 
protessional merger, even after an 
initial booking at the Oval Room 
of the Copley Plaza hotel, Boston, 
proved successful. 

Informal chirping as a team was 


heard by Lucille Ballantine, Bis- $4,000, plus travel and living ex- | 


marck’s entertainment director, 


Cole and orch. 
After the date at the Shrine, 
which is being promoted by Gene 


4 Norman, disk jock, they go to Russ 


auditorium, San Diego, Aug. 2. 
Other dates, in nightly order, will 
be at Bakersfield, San Jose, Sacra- | 


mento, Stockton, Frisco, Oakland, 
Portland, Vancouver, Seattle and 
Coos Bay. Jimmy Lyons, KNBC 


(Frisco) disk jockey, promotes the 
two concerts in SF and Oakland. 
Package splits up after playing 
Tacoma police show, Aug. 14-15-16, 
at 50° of the gross. Cole group 


plaiys Ciro’s Frisco, for two weeks | 


starting Aug. 17. After that it goes 
to Honolulu for one week, at flat 


penses. Herman takes his orch to 


and resulted in the booking. Duo! Jantzen Beach starting Aug. 18, at 


signed a_ personal 
contract with Jack Bertell. 


-Management | $4,750, 


later. going to the Blue 
Note, Chi, on Sept. 5. 


to handle the 





| Midwest Dates 





Chicago, July 5. 
Marcus Glaser of the Charlie Ho- 


|gan office took over the booking | 


of the Romona Park, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., which will use name acts 
for the summer .. Johnny O’Leary 
into Borsolino’s, Cleveland . . .Har- 
rison, Carroll & Ross arrive from 
Europe this week and start on tour 
of midwest fairs .. . Dick Gale into 
Nippersink, Genoa City, Wis., July 
8... Tommy & Jeanne Mahoney 
set for the Tic-Toc, Milwaukee, for 
two weeks and follow into Lookout 
House, Covington, Ky. 

Four Step Bros. join the Frankie 
Laine package show, which will 


| tour east when it leaves here, July 


aE Carnival, Minneapolis, is 
expanding talent budget and tees 
off with Joan Edwards and Buddy 


Lester, July 21 Lake Club, 
Springfield, O., has Orin Walker 


and Denise & Darlene for current 
bill. 

Charlie Hogan office is booking 
the Palace in Akron, Ohio, which 
resumes stage shows by August 
1...Pastime Club, Des Moines, has 


set Lenny Colyer for two weeks 
starting July 22 and brings in Mary 
Francis Kincaid Aug. 5 Phil 
|D’Rey and Lorraine Fortune di-| 
vide honors at the Flame Room, 
| Sioux City, Iowa, July 15 Lyric 
theatre, Indianapolis, is using 
stageshows with Dr, Neff Magic 
| Show booked for July 15 and 16 


!and Roy Acuff for week of August 


18 Sam Roberts books the Pal- 
ace, Rockford, Ill., and not Para- 
| mount Booking as previously re- 
| ported. 


Frank Taylor has set Sugar Chile 
Robinson with a package show for 
five weeks on Butterfield circuit, 
Michigan, teeing off Sept. 22 at the 
State, Kalamazoo...Tommy Mar- 


| tin won the golf tournament of the 


Entertainment Managers Assn. last 
week.. Sid Page off to New York 
Lions international 
convention with Guy Lombardo, 
Fred Waring and Olsen and John- 
son, booked for three day show. 





Soph Sure Looks Ahead 

Sophie Tucker is already setting 
up next year’s dates. She’s already 
booked for the Cave club, Van- 
couver, starting Jan. 9, and will 
probably follow at the Beach- 
comber, Miami Beach. 

Miss Tucker, currently at the 
| Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., is pacted 
|for the Mounds club, Cleveland, in 
September, with El Rancho Vegas, 


afterward. She plays Bal Tabarin, 
|San Francisco, for four weeks, 
| starting Nov. 22. 























Recessions don’t mean anything when Ted 
Lewis takes over—his recent engagement 
cracked his all-time record here—the show 
is studded with new material and acts. 
for Ted himselfi—he never was better so 
here's my salute to a grand guy and a 


great showman. 


Beverly Hills Country Club 
Newport, Kentucky. 


As 


Las Vegas, and Ciro’s, Hollywood, | 
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AMERICAN PERFORMERS 


| LAUD AUSSIE SHOWBIZ 


Wellington, N. Z. 
| Editor, VARIETY: 

Show business isn’t dead, as 
everyone back home in America 


keeps writing us—it just moved | 


m here to Australia and New ,,. 
down {this year is much lower than dur. 


jing 1948, when it reached an in. 


'Zealand. We came here for 10 
| weeks, and so far our engagement 
‘has been extended into 12 months. 
In 12 months, we've played all that 
time in two theatres—six months 
in Melbourne and six in Sydney. 
(ac 

The people here are starved for 
live entertainment, 
|films playing here are all the new 
releases. The tickets for advance 
performances are sold out no 
sooner they are put up for sale. 
The shows are all of the highest 
calibre. The director, David N. 
Martin, is continuously travelling 
back and forth from England, the 
continent and the U. S. A. looking 
for new talent. There are four full 
companies at present playing the 
Tivoli Circuit. We're getting more 
and more American acts, among 
the new arrivals are Jackie 
Whelan. Paul Regan, Grace and 
Nicco, Eileen O’Dare, Norman 
Lawrence and ourselves. 

Conditions are excellent—be- 
cause the acts are all shown to ad- 
vantage. The Aussies and the 
Kiwis prefer Americans. Seems 
like the American GI's and Ma- 
rines made a terrific impression, 
and the Australians and New 
Zealanders all want to be “like the 
Americans.” The girls especially 
miss them. 

Transportation of the acts is the 
biggest and most expensive item 


| 


although the | prand) 


| 
} 


,attraction at the Rendezvous. 


as most of the American acts fly | 


in from Frisco (12,000 miles) and 
the British acts take four to five 
weeks to arrive here. 

A city like Sydney has been 
supporting a season of the follow- 
ing shows at one time: “‘Annie Get 
Your Gun” (all American 


pals), “Present “Laughter,” the 


| Italian Opera Co., the Tivoli Re- 


i vue, the Kiwis, The Rambert Bal- 
let Co., with “Oklahoma!” coming 
in as soon as a theatre avail- 
able, and the Svmphony under the 
direction of Goossens. Also 
London plays, “Little Lambs Eat 
Ivy” and “The Giaconda Smile.” 
We were advised not to come 
but found that all the stories about 
|the Australian conditions were 
/ spread by American acts that came 
here and lost their shirts gambling 
and playing the horses, and went 
| home broke besides creating a bad 
| impression. 
Jeanne Francis and Jerry Grey. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., July 12. 


Is 





Sisterhood of the Jewish Com- 
‘munity Center, entertained 20 
‘Variety Club-Will Rogers and 


|Trudeau hospital patients on boat 
ride on Lake Placid. Refresh- 


ments were served and the gang | 


had a good time. 
/ A. M. and Isabel Heinrick mo- 
'tored in for weekend visit 
Mary Lou Weaver, who is showing 
nice progress. 

Bill Kelly, stage technician. 
visiting Victor (IATSE) Gamba. 

Laura (Loew's) Sloan back at 
the lodge aiter a 10-day furlough 
to Cleveland. 

Ben Schaffer 


in 


returned from -a 


fishing trip sans fish, but nursing | 


lotsa fly bites. 

Lee Klimmik, of Republic Pie- 
tures, and former Rogerite staffer 
w.0 Cured here, in for a vacation. 

Dick Willis. musician. formerly 


of the colony, in from Bangor, Me., 
| 


for summer vacash. 
; The passing ot Tom 
Curry, came as a_ shock 


(TATSF) 
to the 


gang. While a patient he did much | 
| to aid many of the less fortunate. | 
Shumas Club has opened its an- | 


nual drive for funds to provide 
milk for the children at the Wil- 
liam Morris Memorial Park play- 
sround. Benny Ressler, ex-vaude- 
villian and colonyite, is chairman 
of drive committee. 

_The Deerwood-Adirondack Music 
Center orch gave its initial concert 
at our Town Hall to SRO. It was! 
conducted by Nicholas Harsanvi. 

_ Eddie Vogt has a new column 
in the Adirondack Daily Enter- | 
prise, covering northern New York | 
and highlighting doings at Variety 


Clubs-Will Rogers. | : 


Penny Morgan, talent director | 
for the CBS’ “So This Is Broad- | 
way,” and Sol Tepper, N. Y. agent, | 
Scenes with the Hynie Wein- 

rs. 

Max Cohen, executive secretary 
of Variety Clubs-Will Rogers san, 
installing new X-ray equipment. 

_ Mayor “Tony” Anderson back 
from a two-week vacation. 

Write to those who are ill. | 


princi- , 


| 


the | 


High Prices Slow 


| 


j 
| 


B. A. Niteries 


Buenos Aires, July 5 
Nitery operators report that bis 


flationary high. High prices are to 
blame for poor attendance. sine 
niteries are charging $3 (U.S) ee 
each shot of locally brew 4 
whisky, and $5 (U:S.) per shot ~ 
fenuine Scotch. Champagne (local 
is being charged ai $20 
(U. S.), while the French (which 
Only government profiteers are 
known to order) fetches $40 tl 
bottle. . ™ 
Elvira Rios, Mexican warbler 
wowing the Embassy patr Ons 
nightly once more, but not in nts, 
great numbers as in former ye 
not because she doesn't attract as 
greatly, but fear of the check 
keeps patrons away. French cou- 
turier Jaumandreu is also doing 
lightning costume designs for the 
femme patrons at Embassw, to the 
accompaniment of his own light 
patter. Rosita Serrano is a great 


is 


ars, 


: toa 
nitery proving a far better field pee 
her renditions of international song 
than was the Odeon last 
year. 

The Ta-Ba-Ris cabaret is set to 
celebrate its 25th anniversary July 
7 with a gala night. for whic h oper- 
ators Andres Trillas and Mario 
Lombard, are lining up the best 
acts able to make the trek to the 
Southern hemisphere for the oc- 
casion. 

The Tab electric sign is a famil- 
iar landmark on the Calle Cor- 
rientes (Buenos Aires Broadway). 


theatre 








De Angelo & Vanya Split, 
She May Join Alvarez 


De Angelo & Vanya have split, 
latter planning to hop to Paris 
on a possible teaming with Julio 


Alvarez, former dancer, now a resi- 


ident abroad. Pierre De Angelo 
plans partnering with another 
femme. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


| stein 


Miss Vanya clippers to France 
the end of this month in company 
of Cynda Glenn, who may do the 
litle role in the French version 
of “Annie Get Your Gun.” 





Dukes’ Det. Nitery 


Detroit, July 12. 

Four Dukes are back in the night 
club business with their new sup- 
per club. Their modernistic build- 
ing was built across the street from 
their old place. 

The inaugural show includes the 
song stylings of the Dukes, Arn- 
Johansen, accordionist: De- 


|Mar & Denise, dancers; Joe Cole, 
| pianist; Ditty Westray, singer, and 


with | 





Dave Martin’s band. 








COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER 
‘The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
NOS, 1 to 30 @ $1.00 Ea. 
(Order in Sequence Oniy) 
—Special: First 13 Files for $10.00 

All 30 Files for £25.00 





@ 3 Bks. PARODIES $10 Per Bk. @ 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET....... $25.00 @ 
@ HUMOR-DOR for Enmecess.. 25.00 @ 
@ 3 Blackout Books ..... $25 ea. @ 
or all 3 Diff. Vols. for $50 
Send for FREE into. on other material. 
No C.0.D's—Open Daily Inct. Sundays 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. S4th St., Dept. V, N. ¥ 19 
CIRCLE 7-1130 








Made from your negative or photo “We 
Unsurpassed in quality at any price 


NO NEGATIVE CHARGE—NO EXTRAS 
24-HOUR SERVICE ON REQUEST 
v 8x10's: $7.99 per 100; $55 per 1000 


Fan Mail Photos (5°x 7") $36 per 1000 = Postcards 523 per 1000 
Mounted Enlargements (30x40: $3.85 
(Wo Negative Charge on 2 or mort) 
Made by J. J. Kriegsmann, The Man Whose 
Photographs Grace Billboard's Covers 
)) Plaza 10233 
165 West 46th St. 4 
New York 19, N.Y 
ADVERTISE 














YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 
when in LONDON for Bargains is 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Travel 
and Sperts Goods:—Call at 964. 

VICTORIA STREET, S.W. }. 
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INTERSTATE’ ‘PALACE’ VAUDE 





Cincy Goes All Out With Parades, 
Bally for Vaude's Comeback at Albee KICKS OF 


Cincinnati, July 12. 


Ballyhoo welcoming vaudeville’s 
return to Cincy marked a modern 
high for promotion loc ally. 

Nate Wise, divisional 
tion chief for RKO Theatres, un- 
furled a campaign that was more 
widespread and effective than any 
waged here in recent years. 

Besides the dailies, which went 
overboard with layouts, editorials 
and page one spreads, all 13 local 
radio and television stations con- 
tributed mentions and programs. 
WCPO originated a 15-minute spe- 
cial show Thursday (7) for the 
ribbon-cutting opening in the A\l- 
bee lobby, with Mayor Albert D. 
Cash doing the honors. Pat Roo- 
ney, Sr., one of the eight acts on 
pill, too part in the air stanza, as 
did Joe Alexander, house manager, 
and Happy Golden, a native vaude 
vet acclaimed as “Cincinnati’s Mr 
Vaudeville.” 

A special front brightened the 
theatre, where a p.a. system main 
tained a grind of a ‘“‘No Business 
Like Show Business” record. Hotel 
lobbies and department stores co- 


operated with poster and window 
displays and tie-in ads. There 
was a downtown parade by a fleet 


of cars bearing performers on the 
bill and theatre and city officials. 

Dick Contino, heading one of 
Horace Heidt’s units, is booked 
for July 28. 


RKO Setting 2d Palace 
Unit to Test Reaction 
In Faraway Stands 





| Twin City 


| parades 


The RKO Circuit is sending out 


a second Palace unit. New layout 
is slated to start at the RKO, Bos- 
ton, Aug. 4, and will continue for 
12 weeks in the same towns now 
being, played by the first unit. Al- 
ready signed are Steve Evans, 
Yvonne Moray, Ross & 
the Appletons and Edwards Bros. 


Three more acts are still to be 
pacted. : 
Meanwhile, the first unit has 


played Cleveland and Cincinnati to 
gratifying grosses. 

The major test will come when 
the road unit moves into the 
Palace, Chicago, where it will face 
conditions similar to those in New 
York. House will get competition 
from the name talent at the Chi- 
cago and Oriental theatres there. 

Meanwhile, Sol A. Schwartz, 
RKO veepee in charge of theatres, 
who recently returned 
from a cross-country trip to survey | 
theatre conditions, declared that | 


to N. Y_| 


La Pierre, | 


many cities on the route are sold! 


on the idea of Palace type vaude. 
For example, Schwartz stated that 
on a brief stopover in Dayton he 
was interviewed by two  news- 
papers and a radio station. Similar 
interest greeted his views on vaude 
in every other situation where it’s 
to be tried. . 

Danny Friendly, RKO booker, is 
Spending around $5,500 for the see- 
ond unit. 

RKO execs are sanguine that the 
Palace policy will build up a regu- 
lar, Steady clientele. The N. Y. Pal- 
ace is getting repeaters, which is a 
healthy indication that the perma- 
nency of new policy is assured. 











| FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH 


oad kenuine Ponce de Leon Springs, 

FI + sg west of Daytona’ Beach, 

orida, on U, 8, Highway 13, invites 
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Concessions & Shows 


Natural 175-foot 


ret. America’s sugar mill, 
NOW al nm oyear = ‘round. Popular 


OUs: eo vettising to be TREMEND- 


river, boats, 


pool, 
first 
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‘Alcazar Hotel, Miami, Florida 
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‘Skating Circus’ Making 
Record at Chi Hotel 


Chicago, July 12. 

“SkKating Circus,” blade show at 
the 4 ye Room of Stevens 
hotel, has been getting a hefty play 
during the heat wave. Room’s 
been averaging around 3,500 covers 
past few weeks, hitting over 4,200 
tabs week of June 27-July 3. 

The Maxwells, male skating 
comedy team, joined the show July 
8, with rest of production remain- 
ing intact. Frankie Masters orch 
remains until Jan. 1, his option 
having been renewed last week. 
Orch will have been at Stevens for 
15 months by then. 


BOB HOPE TO SPARK 
MPLS. MARDI GRAS 


12 

from 
annual 
mardi 
attraction 
aiso gets 
break, a two- 





Minneapolis, July 

With Bob Hope coming 
Hollywood for the occasion, 
Aquatennial, local summer 
gras, will have biggest 
in its history. Festival 
its greatest publicity 
hour Aquatennial radio show, 
headlined by Hope, that will go 
out over the CBS network. Show 
will be emceed by Cedric Adams, 
radio personality and 
columnist, and will include other 
notable ether performers in addi- 
tion to Hope. 

Comedian will ride in the two big 
and appear at the Aqua 
Follies as well as appearing on the 
network show. 

Last year the Aquatennial 
Arthur Godfrey here as its 
attraction. 


had 
Main 





Spa’s Piping Rock Drops 


|Hildegarde to open Aug. 


Line, But Pacts Top Acts 


For the first time in many years 
the Piping Rock, Saratoga, will 
forego a line and production, a 
further indication that operators 
are pessimistic over possibilities of 
a lush season. A 
$2,000 weekly is expected. 

The Piping Rock to be hosted 
by Max Selette, manager of the 
Latin Quarter, N. Y., has signed 
1, and 


| will follow with Joe E. Lewis, Con- 


‘nee Boswell, 
| Aug. it. 3 


Raye and WNaldi, 





Billy Vine into the Latin Quar- 
iter, N. Y., July 23. The Albins 
pacted for show. 


> 
v 
} 
' 


WEEK A 


saving of $1,500- | 


| way 





QUTE 
AUG. 17 


Interstate circuit 


institute a Palace 





The 


will 


of Texas 
vaudeville 
Majestic the- 


with 


policy Aug. 17 at the 
Dallas, 


seven weeks 


atre, and will follow 
and possibility 
to of 
Interstate, 
theatre chain in Texas, 
first vaudeshow 


years when it 


oft ex- 


tending route houses other 


circuits. the largest 
will play its 
three 


in nearly 


starts its seven-act 

policy. 
Charlie 

ent buyer, 


Interstate tal- 
York lining up 


Freeman, 
in New 


talent, has already signed most of 
the first bill at budget of around 
$5,000. It will include Bobby 
Brandt, Dave Apollon, Three 
Switts, Ruty Petty, Paul Haakon 
and Arnaut Bros. After Dallas 
troupe will roll intact to Houston, 
San Antonio, Austin (4 days). 
Beaumont (2 days), Ft. Worth, Ok- 
lahoma City and Tulsa. With the 


exception of 
all are full 

It’s also planned to play a sec- 
ond bill around Thanksgiving day 
and a third during the Christmas 
season. If these displays work out, 
there’s the possibility of the seven- 
act formula being adopted on regu- 
larly weekly basis. 

The test will also apply to houses 
other than Interstate. It’s likely 
Freeman may also book shows for 

(Continued on a's 46) 


AC. Hotels Do 
Big; Spenders 


Button Pockets 


Austin and Beaumont, 
weeks. 





Atlantie City, July 12. 
Good weekend weather continues 
here, with resort hotels reporting 


sellout crowds while smaller spots 
do more than satisfactory business. 

While crowds are large, they are 
not the spending type, but that is 
nothing unusual here, where more 


than 60% of influx comes by ear, | 
most of ’em down for the day to 


spend as little as possible. 
Housewares exhibit gets under- 

in the city’s auditorium this 

week to add to influx as buyers 


' from all parts of the country merge 


to make selections for the fall mar- 
ket. “Ice-Capades” is due in July 
24 for six weeks. 


Barbara Scott, Skati 





ing Champ, 


Pacted for Canadian Tour at 1006 


Montreal, July 12. hearsing September 1 under the 
Barbara Ann _ Scott, Olympic | direction of Osborne Coulson, for- 
figure skating champion signed Mer Canadian skating champion, 
contracts in Ottawa last Thursday 2nd all acts will be built around 
(7) for a Canadian tour starting Miss Scott. ; 
Oct. 10 to cover 44 cities and net To assure Miss Scott of privacy 
the skater $100,000 and comfort, Gorman has con- 
Cooperating with MCA, who has | tracted for two Pullman cars which 
the skater under contract, is Na- | Will be reserved for her use and 
tional Sport Enterprises. Company | 'W° RCMP officers have been _ 
has been formed by T. P. (Tommy) signed as official bodyguard. Under 
Gorman, manager and owner of the the direction of Leo Dolan, the 
Ottawa Forum and member of the Dominion Tourist Bureau has 
Arena Assn. of America. climbed on the Scott bandwagon 
A cast of 60 skaters starts re- and arrangements have already 
been made to name her “Queen of 
the Wheat Fields” in Winnipeg 
TOURISTS, CONVENTIONS where the tour opens and later, 
“Apple Queen” when the show 


PERK N. 0. NITERY BIZ 


plays Vancouver. 


The company will play 96 cities, 


New Orleans. July 12 with possibly an American tour the 
Most night spots and cafes following year. 
chalked up good business during » pacting party in Ottawa was 
past month. Proms and commence- attended by Alan Meisner of MCA, 
ments of three major colleges, plus R Hicks of the St. Lawrence 
influx of summer tourists and host Foundation which is associated 
of conventions spiraled take for with the skater and former prime 
the bistros, especially those in the minister, the Rt. Hon. W. L. Mace- 
historic French Quarter. kenzie King, friend and admirer of 
Operators also see top biz this the young skater. 
month because of big tourist trade. Following the session, Miss Scott 
several conventions and, flood of returned to St. Andrews, New 


Naval reservists using this port 
a base of arrival and departure on 
summer 


as 


training cruises. 


Brunswick, 
a one night show 
wood Bowl on Aug. 27. 


for 


where she 


IS prepping 
at the Holly- 











HAROLD COHEN 


Dramatic Critic 
Pittsburgh Post Gazette 


SAYS! 


five times as much as RANDOLPH, at 
the ANKARA, 
the slick sleight-of-hander. 


- « « “Magicians who make 


can't hold a candle toe 
He's as 
good os they come in the business of 


deception." 











RANDOLPH & UU. 


Personal Management 


JOE HILLER AGENCY 
Century Building—Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 
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Thanks to 


DAVE 


Four Smash Weeks 
LONDON, PALLADIUM 


VAL PARNELL and LEW GRADE 


and England's too! 





AM ERICA’S , FUNNY MAN 


BARRY 


AND HELD OVER 
IN ENGLAND 
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"Variety" - 











Musical eapress 


“Hig spot of the 


Ve! funny 


“An instant hit 
rated the warm recep- enin: 
tion accorded him. ele 

Lime 


material is off to tl 


and at plause of th 





s brilliant 
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Sporting Review 
ev- “Standout , 


‘ at 
€ Reale 


Star 
. to bow “Had a delizbted re- 
st ap- 
° - ceplion 
Vening. 














Daily Telegraph 


“Witty 
stood out.” 


impressions 





























P. S.: Who’s Afraid of Danny Kaye! 


Direction — MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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OPENING SOON—3RD RETURN ENGAGEMENT—NEW YORK PARAMOUNT 
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N.Y. Bistros Mull Price Slashing 
To Offset Summer Biz Slump 


New York nitery owners are 
mulling a slashing of menu prices 
in an elfort to lure more trade. It’s 
generally conceded that current 
prices are beyond reach of average 
wage-earner. However, Oper ating 
expenses remain at a peak. 


Most of the cafes involved are 
those trying non-name_ policies 
atter ill fated attempts to make 


ends meet with high-priced talent 
Efficacy of price reduction was 

illustrated with Harold Minskv's 

Carnival, N. Y., which opened with 


a $3 admission charge Business 
picked up appreciably when gate- 
nick was eliminated and a $2 mini- 
mum substituted. Biz has been 


building nicely since reduced tarifl 
went in. Another to reduce prices 
is the Glass Hat of the Belmont- 
Plaza hotel, N. Y., which has 
dropped shows for the summer tor 
band policy. 

Most bonifaces agree current 
prices are beyond the budget ot 
the average spender, but since 
break-even points have been re- 
duced only slightly, many are wary 
on reduction. However, most feel 
they'll be forced to do so if present 


CIRO_ 
RIMAC 


AND REVUE 


with 
CHARLEY BOY 
REINITA and RUBITA 








Just Closed PALACE, New York 
Variety, July 6th 


Latin-American vein, tle 
Revue (4!) is a miniature 


H the 
Cire Ri ac 
show in itself, Packed 
nine minutes, Rimac plus t umes 
and male dancer deliver topuoteh ex 
hibitions of the samba and tango and 
some hot chile vocal numbers wit 
bongo accompaniment. Vivid garh 
and intense performances send this 
act to a sirong reception.” Herm. 
Thanks to Dan Friendly, Harry 
Bonis and Pon Albert. 


Currently: 


ESQUIRE CLUB . 


MONTREAL, CANADA 
(2 Weeks) 
An Original Sock Act 
For Theatres—Clubs—Cafes— 
Television—Contact MCA 


into aout 


2 
vo fet 





Ss 


ent 
c 


ummer business continues at pres- 
keel. Most are coming to the 
onclusion that it’s better to load 


a cafe with minimum spenders on 


1 


berband off the wad, 
‘em 


he chance they may take the rub- 
than to scare 
prices. 


away with high 





Ritter’s Sagebrush Unit 


Arenas 
12 


will 


Set for Tour of 
Chicago 
western film star, 


July 


Tex Ritter, 


head a unit of 28 cowboys in a cac- 


tus revue 
through 

Sept 
auditoriums 
many 
sagebrush 











| tle 


| Bailey Combined Shows, 


which will play 100 date 
midwest and east starting 

All bookings will be in 
and armories, hitting 
towns that have never seen 
talent 

Frank Taylor of the Chicago As- 
sociated Booking office. is handling 
package 


Chappel Dropped 226 
In London Vaude Venture, 
But Is Not Discouraged 


London, 12 
Jack Cappell dropped 
his initial attempt to 
bigtime vaude at the 
12,000-seat Olympia Arena, Lon- 
don. Cappell imported Myron 
Cohen and singer Gene Marvey 
irom the U. S. for this stand. 
Americans were paid $5,000 and 
$3,500 respectively, plus air trans- 
portation. Imports failed to draw, 
inasmuch as they’re unknown in 
these parts. 

Less than 2,000 customers were 
attracted at the $1-$6 admission 
scale. 

Despite the loss, 
more one-nighters. 

Cohen and Marvey, however, did 
well enough to excite interest of 
English bookers. Dates are being 
lined up for them at the Palladium, 


16 





July 


Promoter 
$22,000 in 
promote 


Cappell plans 


London. Cohen will play that 
house next season after the Xmas 
pantomimes, while Marvey is be- 
ing set for a date during the 
“Folies Bergere” run. 

Cappell, it’s understood, went in 
for the vaude promotion when he 


was unable to get a single night 
at the Olympia for a boxing show. 
He had to take two nights and thus 
spotted the vaude concert. 





Youth Settles Assault 

Suit Vs. Ringling Circus 

Albany, July 12. 

Supreme Court Justice Francis 
Bergan gave Walter Melik, 19, per- 
mission through his father to set- 
for $1,200 a claim against 
Ringling Brothers, Barnum = and 
Inec., for 
head injuries suffered when he was 
struck on the head by a metal bas- 
ket carried by a circus attendant. 

Youth suffered lacerations, the 
mishap occurring at the circus 
grounds in Menands June 24, 1946. 
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World Famous Photographers 


_to ARTISTS of STAGE...SCREEN..RADIO .. 


REPRINTS 
We are now equipped to make quantity 


original reprints at reproduction rates. 
CARNEGIE HALL STUDIO :154 W. 57th ST. N.Y.C. 
Phone Circle 7-3505 


BOSTON STUDIO: Hote! Lenox : 





Kenmore 5 300 


| Litthke Rock and New Orleans. 


Dick Jones, national rep of 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
here, pulled out the show last 
week at the Lexington Casino 
nitery, when owners failed to post 
bond to cover salaries of perform- 
ers. 

Dispute is another outcropping 
of the hassle between Jones and 
the local booking agents which re- 
sulted in a general strike by the 
acts here three months ago. Casino 
in reprisal has cut out shows, ex 
cepting weekends, tor which it will 


post bond. 


DESPITE HEAT’S CRIMP 
0&J RESUME AT MSG 





Olsen & Johnson will continue 
their Madison Square Garden, 
N. Y., edition of ‘““Funzapoppin” de- 
spite dismal business during the 


first two weeks of its engagement 


Show will close Saturday (16) in 
order to make room for the four- 
day Lions Club convention and 
will resume Wednesday (20), 
starting with a special show for 
the Lions. Closing date is Aug. 7, 
after which O&J show goes to To 


ronto for a stand at the Canadian 
National Exhibition. 


Garden spokesman declared that 
the business wasn't too bad con- 
sidering the heat. Layout averaged 
around 6,000 admissions nightly at 
$3 top. 





{ 
Chi Hotel Strike Averted | 
When Ops Yield Pay Hike 


Chicago, 12. 
Threatened strike. of over 7,000 
hotel employees of hotels outside 
the Loop was averted last week 
when owners agreed to wage in- 
creases ranging from $5.20 to $13 


July 


monthly. Negotiations had been 
stalied for several months with 
workers all set to waik out at 
height of convention season. 


New one-year pact covers about 


20 hostels using entertainment in- 
cluding the Marine Room, Edge- 
water Beach; Glass Hat and Grae- 
mere. 





| Interstate | 


Continued from page 45 











houses in Birmingham, Wichita, 


Freeman's Ideas | 
Freeman is eschewing eight-act | 
layouts, opining that it’s too much 
for one bill. He feels that an act 
who clicks should be permitted to 
encore, and all acts should have 
opportunity of doing their entire 
turn. He feels shows will achieve 
pace, tempo and variety with one 
less act. 


Freeman said news of the Pal-| 
ace, N. Y., opening excited many 
in Texas. He feels there’s a grow- 
ing demand for variety fare, and 
he'll pattern his advertising along 
the lines of the N. Y. theatre. 

The Interstate is the second larg- 
est circuit to adopt the straight 
vaude format. RKO, operators of 
the Palace, remains the largest, 
with one week in New York and 
12 weeks out of town. 

Freeman said he became discour- 
aged with bandshows several years 
ago, although he used the packages 
occasionally. He cited that the 
high-priced bands, including some 
of the toppers in the field, played 
a series of auditorium dates in 
Texas, and most of them failed to 
raise much dust, boxoffice-wise. 

Interstate chain frequently books 
legit attractions when available 
into the Melba in Dallas. 
Circuit has set “Streetcar Named 
Desire,” “High Button Shoes” and 
“Private Lives” for next season. 


a 





Trio of San Antone Houses 
Switch to Vaude Policy 
San Antonio, July 12. 
Stageshows have made their 
appearence 


re- 


here at several of the 
Latin-American houses on a regu- 
lar In the vaude has 


rather and 


basis. past 


been on a hit miss 


schedule. 
The National, Zaragoza and the 
newly opened Alameda will all 





present vaude featuring Spanish 
and Mexican stars of radio, st: age | 
and screen as well as recording | 
artists. Three houses are owned | 
and operated by G. A. Lucchese. 


'AGVA Pulls Philly Show | BLAIR - BLACKBURNS 
In Hassle Over Bond | 


Philadelphia, July 12. 


KEEP BUSY IN CAFES 


supported by the’ 


Janet Blair, 
Blackburn Twins 
song-dance act, 
into the fall with a series of cafe 
ates. 

Current at the Roxy theatre, | 
N. Y., group plays the Latin Quar- 
ter. Virginia Beach, for a week, 
starting July 22. Then the Mounds 
club, Cleveland, for two weeks, 
beginning July 29, followed by the 
Palmer House, Chicago, Aug. 25, 
tor four. Tentative dates have been 
set thereafter for the Chase hotel, 
St. Louis, for four weeks; the 
Wedgwood Room of the Waldort- 
Astoria, N. Y., for four, and the 
Cocoanut Grove of the Ambassa- 
dor hotel. L.A., also for four. 

Meanwhile, both the Paramount 
— Reacre. theatres on Broadway 

ving to get the unit for re- 
rail gC dal their current Roxy date 
following the Par by only a few 
weeks 


in their novelty 


Chi Park Ba Would 
Make R.R. Fair Site 


Permanent for Expos 
Chicago, July 12. 

Chi park board is mulling plans 

to retain the lake front site occu- 


pied by the Railroad Fair, as a 
permanent fair grounds. James 
H. Gately, park board  prexy, 


interested 
type show, 


claims the board is not 
in staging a carnival 


|; but are interested in a year to 


vear trade fair which would bene- 
fit Chi and build up a summer re- 
sort trade. 
Preliminary 
a fair 


feelers to industries 


for next year have included 


a confab with officials of major 
airlines operating in Chi, about 


an airshow to be staged next year. 


General Motors Corp. has also been | 


approached as a 
for an auto fair. 
dustry a dairy 


possible backer 
Also the dairy in- 
fair in 1951. 
Features of the Railroad Fair, 
which would be retained as 
permanent on the 50 acre site, in- 
clude the grandstand, seating 6,- 
000, some of the present walks 
and structures, railroad sidings and 
parking facilities for 10,000 cars. 
Park board will offer site on same 
basis as Soldier's Field is leased: 
park system to get around 10°% of 
gross for events charging admis- 
sions. 





Reader Supervising 


Shows at Asbury Hotel 


Charles Reader, who for several 
years supervised entertainment at 
the Hotel Pierre, N. Y., has taken 
over a similar chore at the Berke- 
ley-Carteret hotel, Asbury Park. 


It’s strictly a summer-show policy 


here. 

Reader has set Van Smith, who 
was with him at the Pierre, as the 
band, plus such acts as Roberto 
and Alicia, which opened; Lucille 
and Eddie Roberts, now current, 
with Hoctor and Byrd, Laurette 
and Clymas, and Frakson to fol- 
,low. It’s a_ single-act, one-week 
| policy. Reader, incidentally, is not 
leading a band at the Berkeley, 
as he did at the Pierre. 


has been set well ' 


|Daileys’ Circus Cleared 
Of Contempt in Autry 
‘Billing Infringe’ Row 


Austin, July 12. 

B. C. Davenport and Harry Ham. 
‘mill, owners of the Dailey Bros. 
Circus were acquitted of contempt 
of court as a result of charges 
| brought by filmster Gene Autry. 
Latter charged the circus featured 
the name of Doug Autry in its bi}}- 
ing 


In a manner 


that 


to allegedly con. 

he was star of 
In an earlier case, Fed- 
that the name 
Doug must be as large as the name 
Autry on all its posters 
30 days 


to use up allof the pre 


fuse patrons 
the show. 
eral court ruled 
but circus 
May 15, 


vious lithos, 


was given until 
Filmster 


were 


charges the old posters 


Flint and 


the May 
circus Own- 


dates in 


Port Huron, Mich., after 
15 deadline. However, 
jers testified the paper was posted 
| prior to the deadline, and new bill. 
|ing was ordered for Canadian dates 
|played shortly thereafter and for 
all subsequent stands. 


used for 
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CARDINI 


“Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Handers." 
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Wednesday, July 13, 1949 


Night Club Reviews 


Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J. 
Sophie Tucker, Wesson Bros. 
(2), Marge & Gower Champion, 
Jeffrey Clay, Judy Lynn, line; 
Walter Nye’s Orch, Catalino’s 
Rhumba Band; $5 minimum. 


Thomas for his opening 
show, then Tony Martin for the 
second—and now Sophie Tucker, 
Bill Miller, by the time Soph fin- 
ishes her run, ought to be at least 
an under-secretary of the Treasury. 
His Riviera just keeps piling it up 
with a list of attractions that can 
do business anywhere. 

To state that Sophie Tucker is 
still doing business is something 
that requires no stating at this late 
date. Especially since “the last of 
the red hot mommas has been 
drawing ’em for over 40 years 
Drawing ‘em with the kind of old- 
time showmanship that hasn't lost 
sight of the new. Drawing ‘em with 
that peculiar, oldtime swagger, and 
the throaty, recitative voice that 
doesn’t sing out anymore. Drawing 
‘em with those deep-indigo lyrics— 
and sometimes a little too dirty. 
Even too dirty for Soph. 

There isn’t a performing dame 





anywnere who can get away with | 


the stuff that Soph pulls in a Cafe, 
with all those double—and single, 
too—entendres. It’s the sort of 
stuff that one expects of her—and 
yet, sometimes, no matter the 
number of times one has seen and 
heard her, she can pop up with the 
sort of stuff that one doesn't ex- 
pect, either. On this show she is 
occasionally that far afield. Miss 
Tucker can skip a good deal of 
those lyrics and stick to a basic— 
and great—— selling talent that can 
still be a model for the younger 
crop of performers. 

The Wesson Bros. (2) have their 
moments, especially when brother 


Dick is spotlighted. Gene Wesson 





has an attiude that seems to sug-| 


gest that he’s bored with the whole 
thing, but Dick gets plenty of 
laughs with his assorted mimicries. 
The act’s main trick is their imper- 
sonations, and they can’t get by 


with that as their top trademark in | 


these days. Too many impersona- 


tors. 


The Champions? They’re being 


Rollini’s occasienal stints on the | 


chimes and piano. Briskly done on 
|the former is “Dark Eyes,” while 
the leader’s interpretation of 
Chopin’s “Minute Waltz’ on the 
| keyboard is also first rate. 

' In this Neal Lange managed 
hostelry, the Mermaid Room is an 
attractive, mirrored lounge whose 
pastel lighted decor is a lure in 
itself. Rollini trio is ensconced 
upon a revolving platform set in- 
side an oval bar. Rotating dais is 
fine for viewers, but unfortunately, 
the space is cramped, chiefly due 
to the presence of a baby grand 
piano. Use of a smaller instrument 
would help considerably. 

In prewar times Rollini had 
quite a following during a several 
years’ stand at the Hotel Piccadilly 
Here his fans will undoubtedly 
come flocking again once the word 
gets around. His five NBC shots a 
week should also be a trade build- 
er. Under a continuous music pol- 
icy the room also has John Poto- 
ker and Stan Hyer respectively 
fingering the piano and Hammond 
organ to advantage. Supervising 
the pop-priced cuisine is maitre 
d’Walter Lindner. Gilb. 


Bop City. N. Y. 


Dizzy Gillespie Orch (15) with 
Johnny Hartman, Joe Carroll; Di- 
nah Washington, The Ravens (4), 


Billy Taylor; $1.50 minimum, 98c. 
admission. 





Dizzy Gillespie’s booking in Bop 
City is a natural for the b.o. at 
this spot which is catering to dis- 
ciples of “progressive -music.” As 
the high llama of bop, Gillespie is 
dishing up a solid musical potion 
which, no matter how controver- 
sial, is definitely to the taste of the 
customers, especially the juve set 
parking in this spot at the 98c. 
general admission charge. 

Gillespie is an adroit combo of 
musician and showman. Musically 
his crew drives hard through the 
intricate bebop stops with an un- 
deniable virtucsity of technique. 
When band plays in the straight 


| jazz idiom, it also reveals plenty 


of power and originality, as in its 
workover of “Enchantment.” Gil- 


held over from the previous show, | lespie, however, sells his music 


and suffice to say that they are 
still as imaginative and exciting a 
ballroom team to come along in 
years. They could stay on here 
indef. By the way, has pictures 
scouted Gower Champion yet? 
Production singer and emcee 
Jeffrey Clay continues to show im- 


provement in both those depart- | 


ments. Judy Lynn, the girl pro- 
duction warbler, strains for effect. 
Walter Nye’s orch plays & neat 
show while Catalino’s Latin music 
keeps the floor crowded. Kahn. 





Bucharest, Montreal 
Montreal, July 8. 
Bibi Osterwald, Marjorie Brett, 
Alan Conroy, Anita Velez, Will 
Skinner Orch (3); minimum $2. 


Initial Montreal appearance of 
Bibi Osterwald proves a click right 
from her opener. Blonde bombshell 
stirs up the usual quiet with sock 
offerings. Her song items include 
such oldies as “Casey Jones,” 
“Just Mention My Name” and 
“Oceana Roll,” which garners sal- 
vos. Her easy manner caught on 
fast. Follows with “There. Must 
Be Someone for Me” that’s a crowd 
pleaser with it’s trick lyrics and 

Begat” from “Finian’s Rainbow.” 

Marjorie Brett also does some 
trim vocalizing on “Again,” “Com- 
me Si, Comme Ca” and “I Get a 
Kick Out of You.” With a small, 
rather tense voice, songstress 
should relax more for better ef- 
fect. Husky Alan Conroy. mixes 
Some slick ballet with his soft- 
ones routines, pointed up with 

ancy 
with a song, “Stepping Out,” he 

m_ a fast pace for good re- 


Terpster Anita Velez does 
Spanish and Hawaiian dances in 


the bump and grind manner. Best | 


Sher interp of “Bali Ha’i.” Will 

Ped trio backs show nicely and 

heal out danceables for customer 
Mg in okay fashion. Newt. 





Mermaid Room, N. Y. 
UARK-SHERATON HOTEL) 
rt — Rollini Trio, John Poto- 

» Stan Hyer; no cover or min 


imum, 
resons one of the top cocktail com- 


» the Adrian Rollini Trio re- 
t ollini Trio re 
an to New York last week for 
erat efinite Stand at the Park- 
Rollini or Mermaid Room. With 
dling th n the vibes, Al Perlis han- 
on ba © guitar and George Nyder 
rhythme the trio purveys catchy 
ty sma) that are further enhanced 
Unit. arrangements. 
ards aad eaanizes pops and stand- 
breezy necding to_its style is a 
Change of pace injected by 


Spins and jumps. Opening | the course of the evening, giving | 


theatregoers as well as late-comers | 


with a comedy flair. He builds to a 
terrific climax in his duet with Joe 
Carroll on a powerful bebop scat 
number which has become a stand- 
ard with Gillespie. Band vocalist 
Johnny Hartman also. delivers 
neatly in normal crooning style 
on “Again” and “Black Magic.” 
Colored songstress Dinah Wash- 
'ington also punches across a flock 
of top vocals, winding up with an 


|indigo number with a strong, al- 


| beit sophisticated kick. Her open- | 


Empire Reom, Chi 
(PALMER HOUSE) 
Chicago, July 8. | 
Sid Caesar, Maria Neglia, Fosse 
& Niles, Merriel Abbott dancers | 


(8),Ted Straeter Orch (10); $3.50 
minimum, cover $1, 


Merrill Abbott, room producer, 
has switched her star policy for 
this summer show to bring in three 
acts of top calibre, but none of 
which has been in Chicago nitery 
rooms heretofore. Although most 
of their experience has been in 
other fields—television, musicals 
and concert—all acquit themselves 








VARIETY BILLS 


WEEK OF JULY 13 





Numerals in connection with bilis below indicate opening day of show 
whether full or split week 

t i rentheses indicates circuit: (1) Independent; (L) 
ery Pacnaseunts (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) 


Loew; (M) Moss 
Walter Reade 








YORK CITY | 


Ww 

Capitol (L) 14 
Hal Melntyre Ore 
Hal LeRoy 
Bert Wheeler 
Sid Slate 
Thelma Carpenter 


handily in a more or less non-| Bob Dupont 
a a. aes usic (t) 
familiar sphere. Steve Evans 
Sid Caesar, one of the promising bal ho oe 
ina 4 
new comedians, wisely eschews his Stuart & Lee 
video revue material in making his | Rockettes 
first bistro appearance in several] | Corps de Ballet 
’ . v 
years. Comic registers the strong- Palace (R) 14 
est with his mugging and terrific Bouncing Bodos 
Simulation of sound effects. His Kate, Murtah 
a 
panto impression of female and her Larry Delma 
morning primping is solid, but saga Mantan Moreland 


of the growing lad is a bit lengthy 
for clubs His takeoff on the 
French and English soldier is laugh 
provoking as is the sketch on the 
dire effects of the invasion of tele- 


AT 
vision on the peaceful American THE 
household. Every Week 


Maria Neglia, 18-vear-old Italian 


Oriental (1) 14 
Frankie Laine 
Monica Lewis 
Ming & Ling 
Lewis & Van 
Carl Sands Ore 
Palace (R) 
Berk & Hallow 
The Chords 
F & K Watson 
Hammond's Birds 
Mack, Russ & 
Owen 
Wally Brown 
Dolinoff & Raya 
Sisters 
Pat Rooney Sr 
Regal P 14 
Toni Harper 
E Hawkins Bd 
Rimmer Sis 
Joyner & Foster 


14 














VAUDEVILLE 
FOX THEATRE, St. Louis 


Starting 


F&M STAGESHOWS Inc. 


is 


BACK! 


\ugus S 











| miss, is the surprise of the show “ 
i : 4 > P “Ww 
with her showmanship concert vio- ——— DOC HOWE \\“* 
° ° . ' 
lin work Piquant female, how- scabies 
ever, doesn’t sacrifice quality for 
Affe). Most of the numbers aare ade 
light, fast tempo starting with | syivia Manon 3 MIAMI | - 
“Sabre Dance,” then into “Inter-| Mercer Bros Olympia (P 
22z0,"’ followed by ‘celerated | ‘two to fill Rocio & Antoni 
mezzo, _followec¢ yy accelerate Paramount (P) 13. | Al Montan 
tempo of “Minute Waltz Brunet | Jimmy Dorsey Bd! Anne Rooney 
has a plucking session with novelty, | Peggy Lee = tng bs: Mas 
“Hot Canary” for sock close. Maria Soe tess ems ROCHESTER 
Faini does an able piano accomp. Tip, Tap & Toe Loews (tL) 14 
¥ : Mage ¢ Kair 
Bob Fosse and May Ann Niles, Ry ” Stagg sicCamn 3 
youthful terp team, should discard | Herb Shrine: Ada Lynne ; 
rather ordinary tap routine to weer egg : alee gf aaaaaaa 
“Cragy , % oc ner . , | Martin ros : 
Crazy Rhythm” as opener as the Grol Lynne WASHINGTON 
rest ef the material they display CHICAGO Capite! (L) 14 
seems fresh. Little bit of comedy yi eee” 14 ulna 
in “showoff” stint garners chuckles gy eiyn Knight Ruth Teity 
but duo really starts selling with al Morgan Jack Norten a 
their East Indian hoke tap, sharp fg move ae ba Me 
travesty on the Jack Cole imitators. 
Satire on old vaude days at the | BRITAIN 
Palace is close to the original with | 
youngsters getting nifty reception ASTON | Harpo & Chico 
| for cakewalk finale. wangeres _‘t WW a 
Abbott dancers, in vivid plum-' Frank Formby Harold Barnes 
. j its ji Mike Howe Max Bacor 
mage, sock over —— a 3 in | P Okeete Sis Senet Wardens 
Looking for a Blue ird, ut N & V Munroe | Warren, Latona 
other offering which opens the re-' Peggy Stone a Sparks ; 
y “Cores ” “1? BIRMINGHAM onalc uar 
vue, Coral and Jade, doesn’t wisemiens Gp 11 | Marry Rents 
seem to jell. Ted Straeter orch | gobby May The Rosinas 
continues to do fine job of show) Syd Makin Skyrockets_ Ore 
. ‘ . , TER 
backing and more piano work by Riley & Heller oe aay St 
maestro would be _ refreshing. | Boy Andro Jones & Hervey 
Zabe. | Turner Layton Leslie Strange 
| Suinhiaienaitnaacaii | Jack Ledair Richman & 
| | Les Valettos » soanaee aida 
J | Dick Henderson aymond Smith 
Blue Room, N. 0. anderson eee Ha 
| (HOTEL ROOSEVELT) Alhambra (M) 11 2 ea po . 
| Nat Jackley Johnny Lawson : 
_ New Orleans, July 8. | Costello Twins | Vadden & Girls 
Joe Reichman Orch with Gloria) Armand & Anita | (NEWCASTLE 
| Marianne Lincoln Empire (M) 11 


|ing tunes are cleaner but equally | Foster, Leo DeLyon, Bob Bromley, 


effective in a hot, bluesy vein. Miss 

| Washington’s manner before the 
mike, however, needs some loosen- 
ing up. 

The Ravens are a competent 
/male quariet stressing dressy ar- 
'/rangements. Combo works in an 
; unusual setup, splitting the four- 
/some into a trio and a single work- 
|ing before two different mikes. It’s 
| part of their fancy style which, if 
‘anything, needs playing down. 
|They go way overboard in fanci- 
ness, for instance, in their rendi- 
|tion of “Riders in the Sky,” which 
| gets lost in an harmonic maze. 


| Billy Taylor, in the interludes be- | 


| tween shows, gives out with first- 
| rate pianistics. Herm. 





Swiss Chalet, Chi 
(BISMARCK HOTEL) 
Chicago, July 7. 


Leni Lynn, Joe Isbell, Brad & ors. 


| Judy Bradley, 
| Orch; $2 minimum, $1 cover. 


| scattered- entertainment 


This low-ceiling, family spot has | 


‘a chance to snag some form of | 


amusement. 


at 7:45 p.m. makes way for Leni | 


bell, at 9:30 p.m., also precedes 


Lynn's songs a half hour later. Is- | 


square dancing experts, Brad and | 


Judy Bradley, who are remaining 
for first part of Miss Lynn’s en- 
gagement. 

Isbell’s treatment of “Little 
Swiss Chalet” and “Swiss Yodel 
Song” are becoming landmarks 
here, with payees responding de- 
spite familiarity and repitition. 

Miss Lynn, petite lass with a 
clear soprano voice, does a medley | 
of musicomedy and light operatic | 
selections, with solid plaudits for | 
renditions of “If I Loved You, “El 
Cumbanchero,” “Vienna Woods 
and “One Love.” Encore of “Won- 
derful Guy” and added “In Love 
in Vain” rates songstress a sterling 
a Bradleys mix seat-holders 
in community fashion w hile calling 
square dances in semi-sophisticated 
manner. Response 3s animated and 
couple is well received. 7reg. 


Joe Isbell’s yodelling | 


| Maurice & Maryea; $2.50 minimum. 


There is much to commend the 
new layout here, which combines 
/melody, comedy and other features | 
to please the most exacting tastes. | 
|The entertainment is clean, fast | 
/and smooth, and there is never a/| 
letdown from the moment Maestro 
, Joe Reichman sits at the keyboard 
| until the finale. 
| Reichman’s pianistics account, 
|for a good portion of pleasure. | 
| There’s a showmanly touch to his| 
| playing and he knows how to mix 
his tunes for customer dansapation. | 
| Opening show is the band’s new 
‘vocalist, Gloria Foster, a lovely | 
'thrush with plenty of verve, who 
| delivers with ease and finesse to 
| captivate audience. 
| Bob Bromley demonstrates his_| 
' puppet wizardry to share top hon- | 


| lifts for happy returns. 


Reichman orch not only backs 
up the show nicely, but makes 
some outstanding musical contri- 
butions of its own. It should prove 
a big draw during month's engage- 
ment here. Capacity biz when 
caught. Liuz. 





Witten Joins Grade Agcy. 


| Jack Francois 
| EDINBURGH 
} Empire (M) 11 
| Jack Anthony 
Robert Wilson 
M & H Nesbitt 
| J Billings & Diana 
M Xeid & Doroth 
F & L Preston 


y 


D & J O’Gorman 
Hall, Norman & 
Ladd 
3 Monarchs 
! Beryl Seton 
| Slim Allen 
| Nigel Nelson 
4 Yeomen 
| Helen Darmora 


Juanita Hall | Iceland 
Geo Shearing Oro | Danny Lewis 

Chine Doli Harlan Dixon 
Kanazawa Troupe /| Eddie Nelson 


Jadine & Jackie Harry Forrest 
Mei Ling Perry Mayo 
Pupi Campo Ore Morris Lloyd 
Jose Curbello Ore Line 
Line (7) Jack Palmer Ore 
Florence Ahn Latin Quarter 
Wong Sisters Joe Howard 
Copecavans Roger Ray 
Joey Adams Helene & Howard 
Mark Plant Lela Moore 
Tony Canzoneri Don Saxon 
Beatrice Kraft Art Waner O 
pac oo B Harlow Ore 
amona ange 
Penny Carroll Le Coq Rouge 
Jack Cassidy Oseal B. alvet Ore 
M Durso Ore Jack Towne Ore 
Alvares Ore Leon & Eddie‘’s 
Diamond Horseshoe Eddie Davis 
Jay Marshall Shirley Dietz 
Lucienne & Ashour Rita & Allen 
Gil Lamb Marilyn Joyce 
W C Handy Johnny Crawford 
Jack Gansert | Bella Smaro 
Billy Banks Shepard Line 
Chora! Sextet Art Waner Ore 
H Sandler Ore No 1 Fifth Ave 
Alvarez Mera Fletcher & Sheidy 
Juenger Ballet Line) Nancy Andrews 
El Chico Alan Ross 
Rosita Rios Bob Downey 
Damiron & Hazel Webster 
Mog er Harold Fonville 
ina Ramirez 
Los Guaracheros . old Knick 
Vizcaino Ore Paul Killian 
Havana-Madrid Cloris Leachman 
Bob & Larry Leslie Bot McMe : 
é - : ob cMenimen 
Raquel & Rolando : 
Kenneth Buffet John Silver 
31 aR iL Gloria Manning 
Vildrec ay ine Al Cooper Ore 
Trini Reyes 
Sacasas Orc Old Roumanian 
Paneho Ore Sadie Banks 
Hotel Ambassador Bob Fitzgerald 
Fred Oliver Ore Carmen Montoya 


William Adler Ore Mickey Freeman 
William Scotti Joanne Florio 

Hotel Astor Joe LaPorte Ore 
Blue Barron Ore D’Aquila Ore 
Bill Lawrence Penthouse 
Gringo Ore Gloria Benson 

Hotel Biltmore Billy Tabbert 
Don Bestor Ore Yoh O’Bryn 
K Duffy Dners Kurt Maier 
Harold Nagel Ore e 

Hotel Edison Seubic te, 
Lee Crane Orc os see mae ned 
Hotel New Yorker Wesson Bros 
Nat Brandwynne Jack Carter 
Ore Judy Lynne 
Johnny Flannagan Jefe Clay 
Mona McDonal Walter Nye Ore 
Joan Walden Ralph Funt Ore 
Aileen Graff Savannah 
Elouise Christiana | Annabelle Hill 
Barbara Frazier Arleigh Peterson 
Bruce Mapes Jr Jimmy Lewis 
Dick Price Manhattan Paul 
Tony Bavaar The Blenders 
Michael Meehan Shotsie Davis 
Bill Knapp Andre & Dortheoe 

Hotel Pierre Tini Benson 
Artini & Consuelo Lucille Dixon Ore 
Beity Jane Watson Versailies 
Stanley Melba Ore | Kitty Kallen 
Ralph Lane Ore | Bob Grant Ore 

Hotel Plaza Panchito Ore 
Nicolas Matthey Or Village Barn 
Payson Re Orc Bob Scott 

Hofel Roosevelt Mary Ellen 4 


Three Suns | Abbey Albert Ore 


Paul Sparr Ore | Village Vanguare 
|. Motel St Regis | Josh White 
Laszlo & Pepito | Marian Bruce 

M Shaw Ore C Williams 

Hotel Statier | Gene Field 3 

| Eddy Howard Qre |  Waldorf-Astorla 
_ Hotel Taft ' Eddy Duchin Ore 
Vincent Lopez Ore Mischa Borr Ore 
| CHICAGO 
| Blackhawk Betty Atkinson 
! 


Al Trace Ore Charles Hain 
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MAYO BROS. 


Jackie Van 
Bob Vincent 


Chez Paree 
Billy Eckstine 
Willie Shore 
Chez Paree 
Adorables 
Paysees (2) 


Wonder Wheelere 
Brinckmann Sis, 
Skating Blvdeare 
Charles & Lucille 
Jack Raffloer 
Jerry Mapes 

G & B Du Ray 
Gloria Bondy 
Buddy Rust 


With DENNIS DAY 


LOEW’S CAPITOL, Washington, D. C. 
THIS WRHREK 


Placed by 


EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 


RKO Bldg., Suite 902—JUdson 6-3345 

















Henderson & Kemp | 3 Aristos 
FINSBURY PARK | NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 11 Pp pee (mM) 1 
& Ross saconas ; 
Pit’ Sherlock | Dr Crock & His 
Douglas Harris Crackpots 


His bosomy diva and other | Billy hy a James Co 
Johnny Brewer's | dolis are given life by his expert | auntie cae” et The Balcomben 
'manipulation of the strings. Nets | j:nmy Edwards Raydini 
| big applause. Freddie Frinton , Del Monico 
; Joyce Golding Dancers 
| Leo DeLyon, comedian, has them jp piat & Naudy SHEFFIELD | 
through | yoaring from walkon with his trick Toros & Reach vatmpire im) 
voice. His mannerisms and satiri- | Pm. OF) 11«| 5 Smith Bros 
cal impressions at the piano also gorrah Mineviteh Les Brestos 
convulse the customers. py Da Bray Meravhel Mealere 
Maurice and Maryea, nifty ball- two Kemmys French & Partner 
roomologists, impress with their peraen tg Mantey & Austin 
diversified terping. Team has pa wrio Sassen Dn Lay 
smooth routines accenting intricate Jumoresques ; SWANSEA 
i M "ic ‘ me Scott & Foster mpire (M) 
stems. panera handles hoe d LIVERPOOL Vyne & Valentyne 
partner with ease in the spins an Empire (M) 11 pag 


Harry Worth 
Ben Yost 
Gaston Palmer 
Shek Ben Ali 
Arthur Pond 
T & P Shamva 
Bunty St Claire 


Francoise Flore 
Jack Hunter 
Pat Raphael 
Raymond Girerd 
Claude Rixio 
LONDON 


Pailadium (M) 11 





Cabaret Bills 











Larry Witten, who recently re- NEW YORK CITY 
signed from the Paul Small 
agency, has joined the Lew & Blue Angel Billy Taylor 
‘ ot iat | 'N Y. office He'lj Roger Price Cafe James 
Leslie Grade N. i Josephine Premice Jerry Bergen 
work with the N. Y branch head, stan Freeman Amy Andrews 
_ - . i aT P ILS Irene Williams Jack Prince 
Eddie Elkort, hoc British and U. Chittison 3 Leona Hail 
vaude and cafe dates. Bop City Gordon Andrews 
a . , Dizzy Gillespie Ore Johnny Nazzaro 
Headquarters of the Grade pinch Washington 4° cate Society 
agency is in London. | Ravens i Jane Dule 


7) 


Cee Davidson Ore 
Stan Kramer Co 
Lino Rhumba Ore 





Palmer Mouse 
Sid Caesar 


Adrianne Loraine 
Billy Chandler Ore 
fone to filb 


} Helsings | Maria Neglia 
Duplicators (3) | Fosse & Niles 
Toni Rami ie Straeter Ore 
{ 


Sherman Hotei 
Harry Hall 


| Bill Snyder Ore 
|, Hotel Bismarck | “Salute to Rodgers 
Leni Lynn | & Hammerstein” 
| Joe Isbell Honey Dreamers 


B & J Bradley 
Johnny Brewer O 
H Edgewater Beach 
Claude Thornhill O | 
| Marianne Fedele 
| Paul Haakon | 
| D Hild Dancers | 
Yost Ambassadors | 
| Mayo Bros | 


Ralph Sterling 
John Kriza 

Ruth Ann Koesun 
Eric Braun 


Vine Gardens 


Lind Bros (3) 
Mickey Sharp 


Velma Sherry 
Hotel Stevens Mel Cole Ore 
| “Skating Circus” Pancho Ore 











| ‘Stross Seeks 


Continued from page 5 


Rainer, Jean-Pierre Aumont, Erie 
Portman and one Yank thesp to be. 
inked on the Coast, Stross said. 
Second opus will be a filmization 
of Rattigan’s ‘“O Mistress Mine,” 
former Broadway legit vehicle of 
Alfred Lunt-Lynn Fontanne, for 
which the outfit has already signed 
Myrna Loy. Both pix are. being 
produced and scripted by Rattigan 
and directed by Anthony Asquith. 
To olger properties lined up are 
“Beau Brummel” and “Browning 
Version.” Latter is another Ratti- 
gan play which ran two years in 
London and will open in N. Y. in 
the fall. Company is primed to 
turn out three big pix yearly, all 
made in Britain, Stross said. 
Stross returns to Britain within 
a few weeks. Besides his connec- 
tion with the indie filmmaking unit, 





» «be heads the Stross circuit, aschain 


of 12 Anglo houses. 

















play- 


48 REVIEWS VARIETY Wednesday, July 13, 1949 
7 | : ——__. 
ry opening. Disk jockeys, too, have 
wised up over their past two shows eW cts 
ouse eviews here, by deleting the horseplay, 
| holding themselves down ” 2 = 
. noments of chatter or song before «ITTY KALLEN BOBBY SERGENT 
> r , acro-terpers, with accent on speed ! ~ P F comiuiem | Tt R 
Palace, N.¥- |and novelty, There's a bit of clown. | introducing ach set, Sponsor ype | Comedienne oat’ o 
Rosales Sisters (2), o09Y¥ jing with Day to add color, but | #PPFO "1 , dr wee Fonvenentol ins. ns.; One 
 boagg Bobby Sergent, Florida team rates attention on their own ing is satisfied and en erta nr Club Versailles, N. Y. | Palace, N. Y. 
rio, Patsy Garrett, Dewey “Pig- and get it. With payees at normal is left to the celeb attractions. _ Songstress has been around, dat-| Bobby Sergent, who’s iain 
meat” Markham & Co. 1%). pitch, this should build to show- Linn Burton gets things under ing back to her Harry James band | jing minor showcases, lanes 


way with enthusiastic intro to Al 
Morgan, whose flashy 88’ing and 
vocaling of oldies gets solid ap- 
proval. Encore of his latest dis- 
click, “Jealous Heart” and musical 


Swifts, Harold & Lola; “Follow Me | * , ‘ : 
Quietly” (RKO), reviewed in cur- | stopping proportions. 

rent issue | Gale Robbins, Hollywood chan- 
aS toosey, does well with some tunes 
handled in husky tones along blue 


Pessimists in the vaude industry for 


predicted that there wouldn’t be lines. Gets nice reception JO! race with a trumpet to “12th St. 
éneugh talent to sustain an eight-| “Everywhere You Go.” Again. Rag” while keyboard is covered, 
and “I’m in a Jam With Baby. cots Morgan a begoff. 


act weekly policy on Broadway. 
' i ing ilv , , far best suited to a 
That idea is being upset handily. latter being by far best Ernie Simon takes over with a 


Current bill has three turns 8al’s style and voice. ’ imitations whic ‘en’t 

making their Broadway vaude cg agg tony 4 a the we — a en es ab 
ow sales Sisters (2), Bobby | 48e Since the Boston opening ast orny cracks : “wieegnenag 

ti gg Bobby Sergent play- week are Mayo Bros., pair of terp- — et 

ing respectively in the one-two- ers, and Clifford Guest, Australian Knight ond “Powder ay Face 

re lo spots are New Acts ventriloquist Both acts are ‘o* With Sunshine” opener. Clever 
Ss. ~ f ». : = Sree 7 eh N avos ) ~ . ° “ 

House also makes a departure 4nd register well. The Mayos d¢ medley tying her Decca hits to- 


fancy tap and precision terping on 


in the booking of Dewey “Pigmeat” gether is done in slick manner and 


. ' r oki ‘< a small platform, spelling each 5* sages ie kabie, tile 
— poe le cng age lg other in conventional fashion, but Saige ogg gpg aa fo 
resumed vaude policy. Markham, | 2dding interest with novel steps Knight’s stage presence is as ef- 
who's long been a mainstay at Har- 2nd some mild gagging. Walk off (oom OS ty large audience as in 
Jem’s Apollo theatre, has taken the ‘0 hearty appreciation. ; smaller nitery 
familiar courtroom bit and worked! Guest has a ventro act which ee oe a 
it up for maximum laughs. It’s rates attention. He’s added some- Dave pong seat A gag ote 
not exactly top grade stuff, but thing new to the usual horseplay sets stage for The Treniers a er 

; ' ; , ; : of such acts in the form of dazzling few minutes of nonchalant chatter. 


the audience goes for it. voice modulation and shading. For Backed by Gene Gilbeaux Quartet, 


eases prats: py BA = example, he and his wooden part- duo is definite click on their first 
ate tam a with the golliwog ner do an impresh on a British vaud appearance here. Reviewed 
thee f , > hunt, imitating sounds of trum- under New Acts. 


routine. Trio, an Italian import, 
has been an entertaining item pre- 
viously in cafes and vauders. 

Patsy Garrett similarly makes 
the grade with a good tune assort- 
ment, while the Three Swifts show 


Disk jock Eddie Hubbard, armed 
with his uke and supported by a 
bass and brush and symbol, sings 
one of his tunes before presenting 
singer Vic Damone. Youthful bal- 
ladeer captivates the bobbysox con- 


pets. calls of the hunters, barking | 
of dogs and clatter of horses’ 
hooves, with sounds coming closer 
and getting realistically louder. 
Another applause getter is his 
echoe routine, and his encore baby- 


up well with their slick juggling : : d : : ° 
routine Mend paren . tae eae crying routine. Format of act is tingent with boyish grin and excel- 
° 4 a. : 
: , ; novel nusing, and goes over y , s well as 
dunee contrib is also in the ap- and amusing, and goes over lent stage appearance, as 


well. pleasing rest of audience with his 


plause-winning bracket. 


a ; ‘ N uesti f is >j . j iti 5 e deftly 
The entire show plays with an| .¢ o quest on of thi _being ter polished renditions. Damon deftl: 
even tenor, and all acts register rific b.o. as soon as Day can use handles “Again,” injects romance 

a his pipes. Lowe. | with a new number, “My Bolero” 


with about the same impact. One 
standout would pull up the show | 
a tew notches. Dave Bines’ taste- 
ful settings and clever lighting en- 
hances show considerably. Jose. 


and puts a dramatic impact ‘into 
“Sorrento” done in Italian. He 
winds up the show in blue-ribbon 
fashion. Louis Basil's orch backs 
the 65-minute presentation in usual 
competent manner. Greg. 


Radio (liv. Mpls. 
Minneapolis, July 9. 
Frankie Carle Orch (16) with 
| Marjorie Hughes, Bob Locken, 
| Sunrise Serenaders (4), Benson & | 








Hippodrome. Balto 





“A ; . | Mann, Mills Bros. (5): “Beautiful 
Andrews Sisters (3) with Vic E wh Lae Ar ; 
Schoen, Pryde & Day, Burns’ Birds, pg rn oe eee Steel Pier. A.C. 
Gary Morton, Jo Lombardi House . Atlantic City, July 7. 
Hh (12); “Speci aie rm , ‘ , 
any other local film house in about Jordan & Parvis. Artie Dann, 


A departure from last week’s a year is a jim-dandy, and packed 
well-received switch into an eight-| houses are giving it an enthusias- 
act Palace type of bill because of tic reception. Sure-fire entertain- 
previous booking commitments, | ment ingredients of top-layer mu- 
this layout holds its own on smart-| sic, singing and comedy, ladled out 
ly selected acts in support of head- in large quantities. make a sock 
lined Andrews Sisters, making entertainment bundle Inasmuch 
their first appearance here in six| as Frankie Carle and his gang, hubby, Jon Hall, as top attraction. 
years. They are bringing them past! rate as local faves and the Mills; Miss Langford does usual swell 
the wickets and provide ample sesh | Bros. also have a strong b.o. pull ‘job with her vocals, with old faves 
of their three-way harmony all the | the show boasts plenty of name as | such as “Blue Skies” and “Night 
way from a reprise of oldies to well as entertainment power. and Day” getting her away to a 
their latest diskings. Carle brings a large and com- good start. She then brings on 

Jo Lombardi house orch has_ petent musical aygregation for his Hall and payees go for bright chat- 
been moved back on stage and he mixture of swing and sweet melo- ter which leads to duet on “I Like 
backs show neatly. Pryde & Day dics. The usual lineup of six brass, Mire.” Pair win a begoff. , 
make a snappy opener with jug-! five saxes and four rhythm handle| Great Linon is another bright 
gling. unicycle stuff and tumbling. chores with efficiency. spot of bill. Dressed in shabby 
earning laughs and good sendoff While introing band members, arb, he contribs a slack rope act, 
on their concluding two-high head-' Carle puts them through paces aided by a femme. Acrobatics on 
stand and combination juggling of with samples of various types of rope win good applause. . 
balls and clubs. Burns’ Birds, an melody for a novel opener. There’s| Sorelle Saltons Co., three girls 
appealing and colorful set of well- | clowning and vocalizing on “Love and two men, score with acrobatics. 
trained parakeets, offer swift mov- Is a Beautiful Thing” and then Bob Jordan and Parvis open with neat 
ing series of tricks smartly paced | Locken delivers “How It Lies” and , song and dance routine, with Jor- 
by patter from their trainer. “Some Enchanted Evening” neatly, dan’s rendition of “Gotta Feeling 

Gary Morton is a smooth-work- with band backing in glee club getting we 
ing gagster with good material and _ fashion. 


Johnny O’Connell’s Orch (10); 


“The Mutineers” (Col.). 


July crowds are packing the 
2.380 seater Music Hall on Steel 
Pier, with Frances Langford and 


You're Fooling” nice 


ception. 


scoring best with a travesty of Carle, band. and singers take Show is emceed by Artie Dann, 
femme torch singer. Encores with another excursion into comedy Whose live patter and impersona- 
a trumpet solo for solid finish. with “Alabamy Bound.” Marjorie tions add much to bill. Impresh of 


Durante good bit scored heaviest 


with audience. Walk. 
~~ 


Andrews Sisters in closing slot Hughes, maestro’s daughter 
wham over “Go West Young Man,” charm to “You Told a eee 
I Didn't Know the Gun Was Load- “A Chick With the Band.” 
ed “Ghost Riders in the Sky.” Mann & Benson, new comedy 
a medley of their disclicks for roof- team from burlesque, grab laughs 
raising applause. Encore with “Ho- with foolishness and patter. Their 





Olympia. Miami 


Miami, July 10. 


hokus, MN. dd.” and a Jolson med- satirical version of old-time song-| Preston Foster with Sheila 
lev, highlighted by “Sonny Boy” and-dance-men is a boff item. D'Arcy & Lou Bonni; 4 Evans: 
bit which earns maximum laughs Mills Bros., four singers and a Marshall Bros.; Karole Singer; 3 
for Patti, whose clowning through- lad with a guitar, retain popularity Queens; Freddie Carlone ‘Orch; 
out provides maximum humor and and virtually stop the show. Super- “Night Unto Night” (WB). 
skil'ful pacing. performers, they make all numbers Tan 

Biz okay. Burm. smashes. They give new meaning Standard vaude layout here, 





to “You Broke the Only Heart That with Hollywoodite Preston Foster 


. . Ever Loved You.” “I Love You as topper, measures up as pleasant 
q apitol. Wash. So Much It Hurts.” “Paper Doll,” fave. Poaier, the rugged type. is 
Washington, July 7. “Basin Street Blues” (a wow), backgrounded neatly by Lou Bon- 
Dennis Day, Mayo Bros. (2), “Up the Lazy River” and “Because ni, on the guitar, for his chatter 
ale Robbins, Acromaniacs (3), |! Love You Most of All” for solid and vocal of “Ghost Riders in the 
lifford Guest, Charles Dant House applause and beg-off. Sky.” Wife Sheila D’Arcy adds to 
rch; “Massacre River” (Mono). Carle, of course, whams ’em with act’s appeal with a couple of tunes. 
pee his solo ivory tickling. He’s at the Overall reception good. 
Opening day crowds, which Piano also for the fast band finale. The Four Evans, regular repeat- 


jommed the Capitol to see and At first show opening day, practi- 
ear Dennis Day, were somewhat Cally full house of 4,000 crowded 
disappointed when he begged off in despite extreme heat. Rees. 
because of a heavy cold. Popular- 
ity of Day was attested to by sock 
b.o. for initial day and heavy miit 
action that greeted him, but word Chicago, July 8. 
of mouth that star barely manages Linn Burton, Al Morgan, Ernie 
to sing above a whisper will prob- Simon, Evelyn Knight, Dave Gar- 
ably hurt. Sad part is that the roway, The Treniers (2) with Gene 
ay layout opened bigger even Gilbeaux Quartet, Eddie Hubbard 
than such smash crowd getters as Vic Damone, Louis Basil's Orch: 
Vaughn Monroe and Spike Jones. “The Girl from Jones Beach” 
Entire package is stylish and ‘WB). 
upper drawer. It’s easy to imagine 
heights it could reach with Day’s Snappy and well-planned, “Disk 
usual deft emceeing and added in- Jockey Show” surprisingly turns 
terest of his soloing. Even so, pa- out to be one of best entertain- 
trons got some hep entertainment, ments presented on boards of Chi- 
with a few typical Day-Jack Benny cago theatre during the current 
gags and some mild emceeing. season. There's nary a lag in pace 
Standout of bill, sans Day, are or below-par performances, with 
the Acromaniacs, snappy trio of finish being as potent as its rapid, 


ers here, are solid again with the 
youngsters (girl-boy) purveving 
the modern taps and pace, and the 
oldsters socko via their hoofery 
for nice returns. 

Marshall Bros. are also familiar 
here. The comedy-impressionists 
have a good mixture of new mate- 
rial and their satirical patter and 
apt carbonings catapult into happy 
returns. 

In teeoff spot Three Queens of- 
fer standard roller-skating spins 
and lifts for okay applause. Karole 
Singer, former Vincent Lopez vo- 
calist, holds the song slot in slick 
fashion, with her ballads better 
part of her stint. Pace changer, 
“J Didn't Know the Gun Was Load- 
ed,” garners healthy mitting. 

Freddie Carlone orch handles 
backgrounding in top manner. 

Lary. 


Chicago. Chi 


days when she was thrush with 
the 802ers, and since then she’s 
been on wax (Mercury), been fea- 
tured in the Copacabana (N. Y.) 
revues, successor to Ella Logan’s 
role in “Finian’s Rainbow,” etc.; 
but with her Versailles booking 
she emerges well on the way. 

Her schooling has given her the 
necessary authority, her innate 
sense of showmanship has given 
her aplomb, and in combination 
with a good sense of song values 
pretty Kitty Kallen is now a well- 
poised personality. 

She is wise in having extended 
her songaloging beyond the thrush- 
ing stage. She is now a comedienne 
who does takeoffs on Ethel Mer- 
man. Lena Horne and Ella Logan 
with startling faithfulness (in fact 
she looks a lot like the Scotch 
comedienne). She is smart in 
choosing her stuff right out of the 
top drawer musicals, opening with 
“South Pacific’ excerpts, “Happy 
Talk” and “Wonderful Guy.” She 
accents the musicomedy with her 
Logan and Merman impressions, 
and the finale includes more musl- 
cal comedy. 

She does an frish excerpt, and 
she also tries for a “cute” saucy 
song. It's’one about a “nude lit- 
tle girl’ (baby song), but it isn't 
quite there. On an average her’s 
is an excellent impact, and she 
bespeaks wider horizons as a cafe 
singing personality, including of 
course musical comedy. 

Per usual, Bob Grant’s dansapa- 
tion does a tiptop show-backing 
and general hoofology job; and 
ditto the equally marathoning 
Panchito with his rhumba rhythms. 

Abel. 





' THE TRENIERS (2) 


With Gene Gilbeaux Quartet 


| Songs, Comedy 


11 Mins. 
Chicago Theatre, Chi. 

The Treniers are a couple of 
Negro performers who can’t miss. 
Act was broken in on the west 
coast about two years ago. Their 
unusual interpretations of jive and 
blues songs, plus precision move- 
ments in the comic vein, garner 
plaudits all the way. 

Backed by the Gene Gilbeaux 
Quartet which, incidentally, is one 
of the finer musical combos 
around these parts in some time, 
boys tee off with single entries and 
exit in rapid fashion. They keep 
the audience guessing, before re- 
vealing fact they’re identical twins. 
Duo of “Hucklebuck,” mixed with 
horseplay, precision rhythmic gyra- 
tions, and excellent vocaling, are 
particular clicks. Boys throw in 
a little of everything with jive ver- 
sions of “Buzz, Buzz, Buzz” (they 
practically fly up and down the 
aisles, off stage), “Ain’t She 
Pretty’ and ‘Rockin’ Tonight. 
“Rockin” 


sax takes off on riffs and bops, 
while Trenier Twins mug, dance, 
clap and help 
mount. Oddly enough, boys work 
hard, but maintain right amount 


of restraint for good balance and | 
timing. Good vaude and cafe stuff. | 


Greg. 


BOBBY BRANDT 
Dance 

7 Mins.; Two 
Palace, N. Y. 

Bobby Brandt, one of the young- 
er tapster, looms as promising 
dance material. While there are 
some rough edges in his act, he 
shows up extremely well with ex- 
cellent spins, nipups, ete. He’s a 
nice-appearing chap, although he 
showed up somewhat on the dead- 
pan side, probably the effect of 
nervousness in making his first ma- 
Jor Stem appearance. 

On the terp side he scores in 
most departments. Routines are 
well designed both in the tap and 
sottshoe sections. He has just to 
get a mite more smoothness be- 
fore being able to make good in 
most situations. Jose. 


ROSALES SISTERS (2) 
Acro 
8 Mins.;: Full 
Palace, N. Y. 
_ Rosales Sisters are a pair of Bra- 
zilian imports with an interesting 
perch act. The girls do some good 
balancing and wind up with one 
of them given a fast ride on a 
neck-swivel. , 
The duo have learned their 
tricks well. The topmounter does 
some good handstands and reaches 
top reaction with a headstand on 
an extremely small platform. 
Because of the extraordinary 
height needed for this turn, act is 
limited to large spots such as 
arenas and vauders, and would 
show up well in outdoor work of 
course, Jose. 


cI number works up into) 
exciting pace as Don Hill on the | 


feverish pitch | 


By es a 
a comer in his Broadway bow, He 


|has a good line of material whieh 
_includes some impressions, a char. 
/acter study and a rather ghoulish 
| satire on Charles Laughton’s por. 
trayal of the Hunchback of Notre 
|Dame. Latter is fortunately re. 
|lieved with some unexpected com- 
edy, but net result under the green 
light isn’t entirely pleasant enter- 
tainment. 

Sergent has some lines that are 
more suitable for cafes than for 
family vauders, but the majority 
makes good impact on the house. 
With the few rough spots ironed 
out, he’ll be in a position to hit 
the tall coin of cafes and deluxers, 

Jose. 








Joe Hazen 


Continued from page § ——_! 








he * asserts, are large-scale, epic 
films which would bring the people 
back to the theatres because they 
would be given their money’s 
worth. . 
Producer is convinced there 1s no 
real product shortage if an analysis 
of the situation is based purely on 
volume as against quality. “There 
never will be a product shortage 
so long as there is a demand for 
pictures,” he said. ‘There is ample 
means for production at hand in 
Hollywood and too many producers, 
writers and actors out of work.” 
Moreover, he asserts, even it a 
shortage did exist. NEFC could not 
supply the answer with 8-12 new 
| films yearly. 
Wanger and Par’s Pitch 


Argument that epic-proportioned 
‘films will lure the public back to 
ithe flickeries is similar to that ex- 
pressed by Walter Wanger, another 
indie producer, when his costly 
“Joan of Arc,” Ingrid Bergman 
starrer, was ready for release last 
year. Wanger contended that ex- 
hibs should get behind the film be- 
cause it was calculated to win back 
‘audiences. It is believed Para- 
mount will make the same trade 


pitch when its ‘Samson and 
Delilah” is released next year. 
Hazen is of the opinion the 


NEFC development is a good one 
for the industry “because it will 
familiarize a large number of ex- 
hibs with the production problems 
|\faced in Hollywood.” Only by 
|/meeting those hurdles personally, 
lean exhibs have an understanding 
of, what filmmaking means, he said. 


NEFC Ready » 


Continued from page 3 

















new picture?’ That is a most un- 
healthy condition and I am hope- 
‘ful that our new National Exhibi- 
‘tors Film Co. will be a good and 
constructive aid to all phases of 
our business.” 

Indications are, according to 
Fabian, that NEFC will be formed 
' within 10 days to two weeks. In 
all probability, he said, incorpor® 
tion papers will be filed in Dela 
ware. Circuit topper had_ three 
meetings last week with legalites 
and believes the legal details “are 
pretty well in shape.” 

Some half-dozen producers have 
sent in requests for information on 
possible financing of pix, Fabian 
added. Proposed new company has 
also stirred considerable interest 
among outside exhibs, he said, but 
none will be pressed to join untl 
the unit is past the formative 
stage. 


———, 


—— 


TV Monitor 


Continued from page | a= 
the regular 


lined up. 
his cast 
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mately the spot where 
film cameras would be 
| Director could then put 
through their paces and, by watch- 
ing the performance on 4 monitor- 
ing screen, would be able to get a 
good idea of how the finished “— 
product would look before — 
\starting the film cameras to ro : 

Such use. they point out, wou* 
save considerable time and wary A 
Directors would not be forced “ 
wait for the daily rushes to “~ 
how the action turned out. he 
addition, by lining up the _ 
sequence of action in advance _ 
TV, they could eliminate much 
the time lost now in unnecessary 
‘retakes. 
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IATSE to Oppose Licensing B.O. Men; WAY OAD f 


Murtagh May Cut Brokers By Half 


Possible reform of the theatre¢ 
ticket distribution setup in New 
York may boil down to the ques- 
tion of whether boxoffice em- 
ployees are licensed. Legislation to 
that end is being drafted by New 
York City officials, but whether it 
is actually enacted is subject to 
various uncertain factors. 





Quinn, Welch Going 


Into B’way ‘Streetcar’ 


Los Angeles, July 12. 
Anthony Quinn and Mary Welch 


ne will both go into the Broadway 
It will be fought by the rreas- production of “A Streetcar Named 
urer & Ticket Sellers Union and) Desire” after Irene Selznick’s na- 


its parent organization, the Inter-| tional company, now at the Bilt- 


national Alliance of Stage Em-| more here. plays San Francisco. 
ployees (stagehands). But whether Change will be made in Sep- 
the city administration pushes the tember. Ralph Meeker will take 


measure strenuously may depend 
on the mayoralty situation at that 
time. 

Proposal to license b.o. men, of.- 
fered recently by members of the 
Committee of Theatrical Produ- 
cers, drew immediate support from 
N. Y. Commissioner of Investiga- 
tion John M. Murtagh, whose 
probe of ticket scalping on Broad- 
way precipitated agitation for re- 
form of the ticket setup. Accord- | 
ing to the commissioner, licensing 
of the theatre treasurers would en- 
able the city to exercise much 
more supervision over ticket sales 
and largely eliminate scalping. He 
is convinced that, without control | 
of the boxoffice, no permanent so- 
lution of the problem is possible. 

Murtagh points out that, under a 
licensing system there could be su- 
pervision of ticket distribution 
from both the theatre and broker- 
age end. Treasurers could be re- 
quired to make a regular account- 
ing of ticket distribution, so pro- 
ducers, theatre owners and man- 
agers, as well as the city, would 
know where tickets were going. 


over Quinn’s place in the national 
company. 

Jorja Curtwright, film actress 
has been signed by Mrs. Selznick 
to replace Miss Welch. 





1706 Advance 


For ‘Salesman’; 
Tix Into Jan. 


In the face of declining boxoffice 
conditions generally, business at 
“Death of a Salesman” continues 
at almost as heavy a pace as when 
the melodrama opened in 
York last February. Not only has 
the show turned away standee ap- 
plicants at every performance 
since the opening, but the advance 
sale as of last week was $170,000, 
He would favor having such re-| compared to $225,000 just after the 

(Continued on page 51) preem. Moreover, the original ad- 
m vance included heavy theatre par- 


8 More Agencies ies, Sissi’ tinting 
Cited by Murtagh 


orders. Situation is considered vir- 
tually unprecedented for a tragedy. 

Licenses of eight more ticket 
agencies were recommended for 


With the enlarged boxoffice, 
tickets are now on sale through 
next January for the Arthur Miller 
play. <A few locations are still 

revocation yesterday (Tues.) by 
John M. Murtagh, N. Y. C. com- 
missioner of investigation. Those 
cited include Jefferson D. Davis, 


available for week after next. Also, 
be purchased at the window or via 
Jr., secretary of the recently or- 
for license revocation so far. 
ATPAM Member Meets 
ander, Joseph Davascio, Louis 


New 








den withholds seats for every fifth 
Brokers, Inc. This brings to a total _ $5 Fine on Absentees 
named by the commissioner in- 


week from the brokers, they can 
of 17 the agencies recommended | 
Proposed to Increase 
clude, besides Davis, Oscar Alex- 


since producer Kermit Bloomgar- 
mail orders. 
ganized N. Y. Theatre’ Ticket 
The eight additional brokers | 
In an effort to increase attend- 


Keltz, Nicholas Sklar (operating 
Eddie’s Theatre Ticket Agency), 
Eleanor Miller (Apex Theatre Serv- 
ice), President Travel Agency and 
Joy’s Ticket Agency. All are rela- 
tively small outfits. 


ings, the Assn. of Theatrical Press- 
agents & Managers proposes to levy 
a $5 fine on all absentees. Only 
those with an acceptable excuse 
would be exempt. Such a system is 


According to Murtagh, Davis con- followed by various other show 
ducts his business from his home business unions, including the 
and on the street. He is accused stagehands and_ scenic artists. 
of not keeping proper records and | ATPAM membership will decide 


on whether to adopt such a policy 
at its next meeting, Oct. 20. 


The union's board of governors 
has also adopted a resolution call- 
ing for a vote by secret ballot, 
rather than by voice or show of 
hands, when there is decision in- 
volving wage scales, working con- 


of failing to pay the Federal tax 

on ticket sales. The other brokers 

cited are charged with various of- | 
fenses, ineluding overcharging and 

failing to maintain proper records. 

One of the eight, inactive in recent 

months, has volunteered to sur- 

render his license. 


In an interim report on his in- ditions, bonds, charges against 
vestigation into theatre ticket members, disputes between mem- 
Scalping, Murtagh listed nine bers. or between members and em- 


agencies he had previously cited 
for license revocation. They in- 
clude John Ahearn (revoked). Phil 
Rosen (license surrendered), Louis 
Cohen (revoked), Bill Tannenbaum 
revoked), Metro (revoked), Ben 
Jacobs ‘revoked), Woodstock (sur- 
rendered), Sam Strum _ (surren- 
dered) and Gray's (pending). 


ployers, or ratification of basic 
agreements with employers. This 
proposal will also be decided at the 
Oct. 20 membership session. 
Number of new committee ap- 
pointments have been made by the 
union’s new president, Frank L. 
Smith. The various chairmen - 
Ja- 


el Rav Broeder. finance; Morris 
The commissioner announced cobs, bargaining; Hal Olver. con- 
that the : a <r s cobs, barga : ' 
limi probe is still in its “pre- citution: Jacobs, welfare; Wolfe 
ag Stage,”” adding that he ex- Kaufman, publicity; Ben  Korn- 
cating ually to recommend zweig, education; Mack Hilliard, 


re pte of the licenses of about 
: of all the agencies. However, | 
€ indicated he would not conclude | 


ways and means. 





€ investigation without a “‘de- STRAUS’ LONDON STIsT 

tailed and fundamental study of Vienna, July 12. 

a business practices and methods Oscar Straus is back in Bad 
the boxoffice. All evils com-  Ischl. 


He directed two concerts in Lon- 


Plained of originate in the box- 
,don and disked for Decca. 


Office,” he emphasized. 


ance at general membership meet-_ 





ALARM Me 


By HOBE MORRISON 

Increasing concern is being felt 
in legit circles because of spotty 
business conditions, on both Broad- 
way and the road. Even allowing 
for the seasonal boxoffice slump. 
various disquieting factors are 
seen, with little prospect for a 
strong recovery in the fall. 

Although a handful of shows are 
doing powerfully at the b.o., the 
overall Broadway level is below 
thai of last season, which was rel- 
utively weak. The fact that hotel 
bookings in New York are report- 
ediy lighter than at this time in 
1948 indicates that tourist trade is 


off. On the other hand, the num- 
ber of people taking guided tours 


of Radio City, presuinably an ac- 
curate barometer of out-of-towners 
in New York, has been the highest 
on record. 

Grosses on the road have gen- 
eralivy been even spottier than on 
Broadway. as the Lenten lull tend- 
ed to continue into the summer 
period with little improvement dur- 
ing the post-Easter weeks. Even 
more than in New York, uneven 
business on the road tends to be 
ruineus, as the loss from one bad 


stand can wipe out the accumu- 
Jated profit from many successful 
weeks. 


Despite a belief in some quarters 
that a reduction of boxoffice prices 
would stimulate attendance, there 
is considerable evidence that the 
ticket scale is a minor factor. For 
instance, it has been observed that 
in most Broadway shows the low- 


Continued on page 52) 


Equity Dues Due 





For $6 Increase 


Annual dues of Actors Equity 
are due for an increase from $18 
to $24. Boost is expected to be 


voted by the council at its regular 


meeting next Tuesday (19). Sub- 
ject will be a special order of busi- 
ness. 

Raise, which has been under 
consideration for some time, was 
formally recommended by Paul 
Dullzell, treasurer, in his report 
to the recent annual membership 
meeting. He pointed that although 


the union has a surplus of nearly | 


$859,000, expenses have been ris- 
ing, particularly since Equity now 
gives its members much more pro- 
tection and service than formerly. 

He also noted that many mem- 
bers, transfers from affiliate 
unions, pay only half dues, or $9 
a year, to Equity, though they re- 
ceive full benefits from the or- 
ganization. 


‘HAMLET’ MAY SHOW IN 
PARIS BEFORE HOMING 


The American production of 
“Hamlet.” currently appearing be- 
fore Army of Occupation audiences 
in Germany after an engagement 
at Elsinore, will probably give sev- 
eral performances in Paris before 
returning to the U. S. Dates are 
being worked out by the Army, 
which is handling the company’s 
European tour. 

The production was a popular, 
as well as critical success at Elsi- 
nore. setting a precedent by mak- 
ing a profit for the Danish National 
Open Air Festival Assn., which 
sponsored the engagement. No 
other “Hamlet” import had ever | 
broken even on the date. Troupe, 
headed by Robert Breen, Walter 
Abel, Aline MacMahon, Clarence 
Derwent and Ruth Ford, was 
lavishly entertained in Denmark 
and has been royally treated by 
the Army, according to letters re- 
ceived by friends in New York. 
‘Okla.!’ Reopens Cleve.’s Hanna 

Cleveland, July 12. 

Hanna theatre manager Milton 
Krantz has booked “Oklahoma!” 
to open legit house Sept. 12. 











SPITE HEAT 


A 
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) More Broadway Theatres Seer: 


Leased for TV; Would Leave 
Only 26 N. Y. Houses for Legit 


¢ Five more Broadway legit thea- 
tres are reportedly about to be 
leased for use as television studios 
That is in addition to the six 
houses now rented as radio outleis 
and four others being used _ for 








‘U.S.A.’ Closing in Chi, 


Due to Resume in Fall 


“Inside U. S. A.” will probably | video. It would leave a total of only 
: OTs satra rails > : oO 

close Saturday night (16) at the <6 theatres available for legit in 
é “7 New York. 
Shubert, Chicago, but will likely 

> tae the fall. work Latest houses reported likely to 
resume its tour in the fall, we ~ switch to tele are the National, 
ing its way to the Coast and possi- Broadway and the Century. Lease 


bly playing one or two return dates 
in the east before folding for good. 

Arthur Schwartz revue has re- 
paid its entire $235,000 investment 
and has earned a profit, but the 
latter coin will be held in reserve 
for next fall's tour. 


Todd Slated To 
Cash in Heavily 
When ‘Girls’ Went 


of the Belasco as a radio spot was 
set Monday (11) and a tele deal for 
the Mansfield is about to be 
clinched. In addition, approaches 
have been made by TV firms for 
the Alvin, Hudson and Lyceum, but 
the owners of the latter three 
houses are reportedly not inter- 
ested in disposing of the proper- 
ties. 

The Shuberts, owners of the Na- 
tional, Broadway and Century, al- 
ready have the Avon, Longacre, 
Ritz, Maxine Elliott and Adelphi 
under lease to radio and television 
companies. They are understood to 
be willing to turn over their other 
houses outside the core of the thea- 
tre section, particularly the less 
desirable properties. However, they 


a 7” intend to retain the better loca- 
Abrupt closing of “As the Girls tions, particularly their eight in 
Go” last Saturday night (9) was a 44th and 45th streets, west of 


tough break for Michael Todd. Mu- Broadway. 
sical had only recently earned back 


its initial cost, so the producer was 











The National, now dark, has been 
available for radio or TV for some 
é ; time. The Broadway would be let 
| set to cash in heavily, since the’ go after the current run of “Cabal- 
| show’s unusual financing setup. gata.’ On the other hand. “Kiss 
gives him almost all of the profits. Continued on page 52) 
| As it is, the production is around — 
$40,000-$50,000 ahead, including 
| union bonds. « ost 
Although Bobby Clark wanted to 
continue with the show despite 6 9 
doctor’s orders, ‘odd insisted that or a a ata 
' the star have the required checkup, 
and accompanied him Sunday nigitt 
(10) to Harkness Pavilion, N. Y.,. “Cabaigata,” = Spanish revue 
where he will be under observation Which opened Thursday (7) at the 
until his illness is diagnosed and Broadway, N. Y., is understood to 
treatment prescribed. After that, have involved a total production 
if Clark’s condition warrants, Todd Cost of $300,000. However, that 
hopes to reopen the musical. With figure includes several sets of cos- 
that in mind, he’s keeping the cos- tumes and scenery since the show 
‘tumes and settings in the Winter Originally premiered seven years 
Garden theatre, N. Y. He's work- ag0 in Madrid. The original in- 
ing out terms with the Shuberts, vestment, all put up by producer- 
who operate the house. choreographer Daniel Cordoba, is 
When it was decided that Clark S#d to have been earned back 
should go to the hospital, some of several times during the tour of 
| Todd's associates wanted to try to Spain, Latin-America and the 
| get a replacement and keep the Coast. : : 
‘show running. Groucho Marx, Capacity gross for the show is 
| Victor Moore and Bert Lahr were about $37,000 at a $3.60 top, and 
mentioned as possibilities for the the break-even figure is around 
assignment. However, Todd thinks $19,000. The theatre terms are 
“Girls” is essentially Clark's show. reportedly 30% of the first $20,000 
Also, as this is the fourth produc- gross and 25 o over that. Six of 
tion he’s done with the comic, he the first-string critics covered the 
didn’t want to replace him. opening for the New York dailies, 
Although attendance at “Girls” pre! other three being second- 
: rey ; ; > Stringers and a dance critic. 
had skidded in recent weeks, Notices were mixed, and the first 
along with a general boxoffice de- | gour performances grossed $10.000 
cline on Broadway, the musical i eer 
was still in the black, and it was e 
expected to get through the sum- Chorus Equity lrons 
mer satisfactorily with the running ae ’ 
expense reduced to about $29,000. | 0 Lib ty § | 
| There was approximately $81,000 | ut I er iar 
advance, of which around $58,000 0 P d 
in tickets must be refunded or ex- n re-Date Pacts 
changed. The original cost of the ; Poni 
show was $340,000, the financing hago ow — _ gre 
having been on a loan basis. = of “Miss Liberty” have quick- 
ly ironed out a disagreement stem- 
ming from the use of pre-dated 
“ANYTHING GOES’ EYES contracts for some of the musi- 
cal’s chorus members. Manage- 
REVIVAL FOR B WAY ment amended the contraets after - 
CE pointed out that the pre-dat- 
Hollywood, July 12. ing nage a te to void the 
ss . ; ~— : wn union's protective clauses covering 
padi it: — ” being read- the probationary period of rehear- 
ied here for a Broadway revival by sals. Producers explained that the 
Gene Mann, Greek theatre (Griffith dating of the original pacts was a 
Park) musical producer. He plans technical error. 
aak aie ae ee in the fall. CE has also haa some difficulty 
st tz . recently in getting added pay un- 
Gertrude Niesen has been asked der a new pact provision for cho- 
by Mann to take the top role, but rus members who have been given 
she hasn't committed herself. understudy assignments in sev- 
Mann produced it at the Greek eral musicals. Ruth Richmond, 
theatre last year, using new gags CE’s exec-secretary, said there was 
and business to freshen it. They'll the usual difficulty in interpreting 
also be incorporated in his Broad- a new clause but all disputes have 
way revival. , been amicably settled. 
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Tent-Strawhat’s Promising Start; 


New Hope Better, Falmouth $13,400 


,and Rudy Kroeller won the mob 


Lambertville, N. J., July 12. 

If word of mouth is most ef- 
fective form of advertising, then 
St. John Terrell’s “Music Circus” 
should have excellent chance of 
building into smash. Novel arena- 
style operetta in its first nine per- 
formances through Sunday night 
(10) grossed an estimated $4,400 at 
$3 top with Susanna Foster and 
Wilbur Evans in “The Merry Wid- 
ow.” Capacity of canvas-topped 
arena is around $6,000. 

Second performance of Terrell’s 
tent was cancelled by power fail- 
ure because of flash gale Monday 
night (4), with 80% of ticket-hold- 
ers exchanging. Charlie Walters, 
b.o. head, collapsed Thurs. (7) and 
was rushed to St. Francis hospital, 
Trenton. Roy Jones came on from 
N. Y. to take over for him. James 
Hopkinson, of American Opera Co. 
in Philly, is general manager for 
Terrell with Pat Hurley doing lo- 
cal publicity. Bill Doll and Dick 
Williams are the ‘national’ flacks 
in N. Y. Bob Zeller is musical di- 
rector, with Monty Halpern, chief 
of technical staff. 

Ten-week season looks like prof- 
itable possibility with “The Choco- 
late Soldier” opening tonight (12). 
Biggest budget overhead is fixed 
high royalty. Agents are making 
no concession as to limited capac- 
ity (750 seats), refusing to take 
percentage of gross, making it 
tough on Terrell. 





Bucks Playhouse Up 20% 
New Hope, Pa., July 12. 

Bucks County Playhouse, one of 
most consistent grossers on straw- 
hat circuit, is up 20% in its first 
three bills over last season, accord- 
ing to director Theron Bamberger. 
Use of top stars and a musical try- 
out account for increased biz at 
this Delaware river stand. 

Kay Francis led off season in 
“Let Us Be Gay,” followed by 
Sylvia Sidney in “The Two Mrs. 
Carrolls.” Preem of Rome-Chodo- 
rov-Kaufman revue, “Pretty Pen- 
ny,” as third bill has proved big- 
gest turnaway attraction to date. 

The past two weeks there has 
been a slip in b.o. receipts, with 
preem of new Elihu Winer script, 
“I'll Take My Stand,” July 27 
week, followed by Leo G. Carroll 
in “Angel Street” last stanza. Hot 
spell had something to do with 
slight decrease. With standees, 
480-seater can gross close to $5,000 
on week. 

Florence Reed is current 
week in “The Circle.” 


this 





Tallu’s $13,400 at Falmouth 


Coonamesset, Mass., July 12. 

Richard Aldrich’s new Falmouth 
Playhouse here racked up a capac- 
ity gross of $13,400 for its inaug- 
ural week with Tallulah Bankhead 
in “Private Lives.” Show opened 
July 1 and played for nine per- 
formances. Sir Cedric Hardwicke 
in “The Winslow Boy” is current. 

Signe Hasso, in “Love From a 
Stranger,” did $9,500, playing to 
near-capacity audiences for eight 
performances at Aldrich’s Cape 
Playhouse, Dennis, Mass. ‘For 
Love or Money,” with John Loder 
and Betty Caulfield, opened at the 
Dennis showcase last night (Mon.). 
For the first time the play is be- 
ing done with music. Four tunes 
have been integrated into the com- 
edy and are sung by Faye McKen- 
zie and Scott Merrill. 





Bergner’s $13,000 
Washington, July 12. 

Elisabeth Bergner in ‘Amphi- 
tryon 38” racked up a nice $13,000 
for her fortnight at Meridian Hill 
theatre, town’s newest summer 
legit. Considering the combined 
hazards of a new and untried loca- 
tion, and the weather, take 
launched the 900-seat outdoor thea- 
tre nicely, with plenty of room for 
improvement. Second week had 
two nights rained out. 





‘Soldier’ 51G In St. Louis 
St. Louis, July 12. 
Oscar Straus’ musical “The 
Chocolate Soldier,” presented six 
times since 1921 in the Municipal 


-Theatre Assn’s al fresco playhouse 


in Forest Park, returned last night 
(Mon.) for another seven-night run. 
Prolonged heat wave broke as the 
piece teed off before a mob of 10,- 
250 and a gross of approximately 
$4,500. 

Amnamary Dickey, soprano, a 
= of the muny opera ranks, and 

onald Clarke, who scored in his 
first local p. a. last week in 
“Firefly,” clicked in the leads 
together with Elaine Malbin and 
Glenn Burris, also newcomers to 
the local enterprise. Others who 
scored are Mary Hoppel, Gean 
Greenwell and Edwin Steffe. Pa- 
tricia Bowman, long a fave here, 


| 


with their ballet. 

“Firefly” wound up its one-week 
stand, the sixth since 1920 in the | 
local al fresco theatre, Sunday (10) 
with a big score. Rain on several | 
nights that ended just before 
curtain time, threatening and hot, 
weather held down the _ wicket 
activity to an estimated $51,000. 

Sidney ‘Pygmalion’ 
Olney, Md., July 12. 

Sylvia Sidney in “Pygmalion,” 
supported by Gordon Gavin, show- 
ed amazing draw at Olney theatre 
to tune of hefty $10,000, second 
only to Tallulah Bankhead’s $11,- 
000 at preem of season. Star's 
portrayal of the Shaw role paid 
off, too, in critical acclaim. 

Miss Sidney went from here to 
Wellesley to repeat role, this time 
in modern dress, in contrast to the 
costume production at Olney. Ed- 
ward Everett Horton, current at 
the strawhatter, is surefire at local 
b.o., continuing Olney’s run of hits. | 

Olney producers are mulling 
idea of stretching season to Oct. 1, 
beyond announced shuttering with 
Helen Hayes on Sept. 18. If so, 
the Moss Harts (Kitty Carlisle), in 
“The Man Who Came to Dinner,” 
will probably be one of the two 
plays tacked on to the schedule. 








Blondell’s Near-Sellout 
Ivoryton, Conn., July 12. 
Joan Blondell, guest-starring in 
“Happy Birthday” at Milton Stie- 
fel’s Ivoryton playhouse last week, 
pulled a near-capacity gross of $7,- 
600. Only the Wednesday matinee 
and Thursday night failed to go 
clean. Actress is appearing in the 
same play this week at the Mc- 
Carter theatre, Princeton. 
Guy Madison in “Light Up the 
Sky” is the current bill here. 





Wiman’s Strawhat Bankroll 
East Hampton, L. I., July 12. 
Broadway producer Dwight 
Deere Wiman supplied the entire 
$11,000 bankrool for the current 
strawhat season at the John Drew 
memorial theatre here. Venture is 
being operated by Forrest C. Har- 
ing, manager of Wiman’s produc- 
tions. Current bill is “Male Ani- 

mal,” with Ray Walston. 

Financing of the strawhat is on 
a limited partnership basis, with 
Wiman entitled to one-third of the 
profits, instead of the half-share 
customary under such deals. An- 
other angle of the setup is that 
Haring has the right to take in 
additional backing, in which case 
/no one may have a priority on 
payoff. The assets must be liqui- 
dated and the proceeds distributed 
by Oct. 15, with the partnership 
terminating Dec. 31. 





Will-O-Way’s $3,600 
Detroit, July 12. 
Will-O-Way Playhouse,  straw- 
hat in nearby Bloomfield Hills, did 
capacity biz of $3,600 the first six 
days of “The Milky Way,” first 
play of the season. Play remains 

through next Sunday (17). 

Director William W. Merrill 
said the theatre’s 300 seats are all 
sold for the second week. Tab is 
$2. Play features Robert Bryson. 
Next attraction is “Here Today,” 
with Minnie Jo Curtis and Mer- 
rill’s mother, Treesa Way Merrill. 
opening July 19. 

Bayshore’s Only Strawhat 
Bayshore, L. I., July 12. 

Bayshore gets its only summer 
theatre next Tuesday (19) when J. 
Gordon Kitchen and Leslie Mc- 
Cloud begin an eight-week season 
at the high school auditorium. 

‘Initial bill at the 1,200-seater 
will be ZaSu Pitts in “The Late 
Christopher Bean.” A tryout of 


McCloud’s “The Campbells Are 
Coming” is scheduled for the 
summer. 





‘Laughter’ NSG in A. C. 
Atlantic City, July 12. 

Edward Everett Horton, in Noel 
Coward’s comedy, “Present Laugh- 
ter.”” didn’t do so well at the Ocean 
playhouse on Steel pier last week. 
but Robert S. Courtney, presenting 
the plays in the summer theatre, 
hasn't lost faith. Biz has been off 
since the opening. Keduction in 
prices is helping somewhat. 


In this week, starting tonight 
(12), is “Pretty Penny,” Rome- 
Chodoroy revue in pre-Broadway 
tryout. 





‘Hay Fever’ Opens Bar Harbor 
Bar Harbor, Me., July 12. 
“Hay Fever” opened the third 
season at the Bar Harbor Play- 
house last week. Ted Leavitt is op- 
erating 700-seater under a no-name 
policy. Included in group are 
Evelyne Seibold, Hal Currier, Enid 
Ashton, Kathryn Osterman, James 
(Continued on page 51) 


Emile Littler May — 


Keyser Critically Ill 

Irving Keyser, treasurer of the | 
Alvin theatre, N. Y., is critically | 
ill in Neurological Institute, N. Y., | 
with paralysis. Physicians describe 
his ailment as spinal meningitis 
and ascending poliomyelitis. He 
is paralyzed from the waist down, 
but improved slightly over the 
weekend, after a blood transfu-, 
sion. 

He is not permitted visitors or 
phone calls. | 


| 





Do Brit. Hit in N.Y. 


Emile Littler, who has presented 
various American Lon- 
don, may produce a current Brit- 
ish hit on Broadway this season. | 
If so, it will be in association with 
an established New York manage- 
ment. The play is “On Monday 
Next,” comedy by Philip King 
about a hectic repertory company 
rehearsal. Littler owns the U. S. 
rights. 

The British manager has no in- 
tention of extending his produc- 
tion activities to New York, at 
least on a solo basis, but figures on 
letting local firms do his shows on 
Broadway, probably under a part- 
nership arrangement. He also fig- 
ures on continuing to do American 
shows in England. As a continua- 
tion of that policy he last week 
reached a verbal agreement with 
Irving Berlin for a West End pro- 
duction some time this season of 
the Berlin-Sherwood musical, “‘Miss 
Liberty.” 

Littler had planned to attend the 
“Miss Liberty’ opening in New 


shows in 


| York, but when it was postponed 


a week until Friday night (15), he 


‘could not remain for it, as he had 


to get back to London for pre- 
miere Monday night (11) of his 
production of “Waltzes from Vien- 
na,” a retitled edition of “The 
Great Waltz.” However, the man- 
ager saw “Miss Liberty” during its 
Philadelphia tryout. 

During his local stay, Littler 
signed Herman Hyde to join the 
cast July 26 of his current “Latin 
Quarter” revue in London. He also 
set Professor Lamberti to go into 
the same show early in the fall. 
He’s due back in New York some 
time during the fall to look for 
more acts for ‘‘Latin Quarter” and 
to discuss legit production deals. 

West End manager is no longer 
interested fn an English produc- 
tion of “Life With -Mother,” at 
least for the next year or so, but 


| he’s eager to get the London rights 
_to “South Pacific’ and is still in- 


| terested in doing “Where’s Char- 
ley?” there. He also may do “Ro- 
berta” there if Otto Harbach will 
agree to revisions of the show. 
Among his current British produc- 
tions are two companies of ‘‘Annie 
Get Your Gun,” one. in London 
and the other touring the prov- 
inces. 


EQUITY, ATPAM SEEK TO 
CLARIFY BALLY PHOTOS 


Committees representing Actors 
Equity and the Assn. of Theatrical 
Pressagents & Managers will begin 
a series of confabs soon to clarify 
conditions involving the use of 
legit players for publicity photo 
assignments. There has been in- 
creasing criticism among _press- 
agents and producers in recent 
months over Equity’s new regula- 
tions covering such picture-taking. 

Agents’ union committee in- 
cludes Wolfe Kaufman, Hal Olver 
and Milton Weintraub. Equity will 
be represented by executive-secre- 
tary Louis M. Simon, with the 
others to be named. At a prelimi- 
nary meeting it was agreed there 
is need for clarification of the situ- 
ation, since publicity photos tend 
to benefit legit as a whole, and thus 
increase employment of both actors 
and agents. 








Brit. Author in N.Y. 

Dan Sutherland, British play- 
wright, arrives in New York from 
London this week to settle plans 
for the production of his play, 
“Breach of Marriage,’ on Broad- 
way in the fall. 

Lee K. Holland recently an- 
nounced his intention to produce 
the Sutherland work, with Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke named as pos- 
sible director, 


> + tel 
. EY 
Inside Stuff—Legit 
Some years ago Florence Ryerson and her husband, the late Colin 
Clement, were working on “O Susanna,” a Stephen Foster Saga, at 


Michael Todd’s behest with an eye to making it an Al Jolson Starring 
vehicle on Broadway. The idea.never developed, so far as Jolson-Todd 


'were concerned, but Miss Ryerson decided that schools and little the. 


atres have no musicals to produce, other than Gilbert & Sullivan, ang 
got Samuel French, Inc., interested. ' 

With Ann Ronell doing the score, their “O Susanna” has been pro- 
lifically produced in classrooms and is now an important standard item 
Miss Ryerson has some 15 straight plays (all via French), topped by her 
“June Mad,” which are consistent campus and little theatre items 
Royalty averages $50 per performance, and the income. mounts sur- 
prisingly. 





With the decks cleared for another season of legitimate roadshows 
at the Lyceum, Minneapolis, the Minneapolis Morning Tribune appealed 
editorially for better public support. It also warned that if this support 
is not forthcoming Minneapolis may find itself without a live theatre 

“Minneapolis will have another season of roadshows at the Lyceym. 
despite the boxoffice discouragements of the season which ended this 
spring,” the editorial said. “The Lyceum management is hopeful for 
better support next year. It is lining up the kind of touring attractions 
that will merit such support.” 





N. Y. World-Telegram, already giving a virtually unprecedented plug 
last week to pressagents Dorothy and George Ross, added an extra 
break by accidentally reprinting one of the two laudatory pieces a sec. 
ond day. Boosts were in the form of two columns by the sheet's critic 
William Hawkins, on the Rosses’ publicity campaign for “Kiss Me. 
Kate.” The second article ran Wednesday (6) and was picked up and 
run under a different headline the following day (7), but the error was 
caught in the first edition and the piece yanked thereafter. George 
Ross, incidentally, is former Broadway columnist and amusement editor 
of the World-Telegram. 





Rural communities will soon have quality creative entertainment via 
“The Carnival Caravan,” a cultural project on wheels conceived by Bar- 
bara Chapin, a former book designer. Her plans call for some 14 
trucks to serve small towns with a theatre, an art gallery, a music hall 
and midway. A non-profit venture, Miss Chapin estimates $500,000 as 
the capital necessary to finance a one-year tour. This would be amor 
tized by a nominal admission fee. Idea, of course, is to bring drama 
and the arts to the more remote parts of the hinterland that are seldom, 
if ever, touched by professional talent. 





Appointment of Charles Weidman as choreographer and ballet direc- 
tor for the N. Y. City Opera Co., replacing George Balanchine, was due 
to fact that Balanchine’s duties as director of the N. Y. City Ballet Co. 
took too much of his time. He couldn’t accompany the opera company 
on its projected tours to Chicago and the west, as the ballet season 
will directly follow the opera at the Center this fall. 

Weidman will recruit a new troupe just for the opera’s dance needs. 
Balanchine is currently on the Coast, due back next month to start 
rehearsals on some new ballets planned for the fall season. 

Leblang ticket agency, N. Y., is now offering its charge customers 
one pair of seats per month for “South Pacific,” ‘“‘Kiss Me, Kate” and 
“Death of a Salesman.” Orders are to be made on an application form 
appearing on the first page of the agency’s regular theatre news bulletin 
circulated among its customers. Printed explanation states that Leb- 
lang’s has succeeded in getting more tickets for the three hits for 
August, adding that it also has seats for the other current shows, 
Agency reportedly has 2,800 charge customers. 





Legit attendance on Broadway during the 1948-49 season continued 
its decline from the peak war years. Total New York theatre patronage 
during the recent session was 9,100,100, compared to 9,975,000 for the 
1947-48 semester, according to Playbill, Inc., which publishes programs 
for all shows. Difference amounts to an average of 16,825 patrons a 
week. Highest total attendance in recent years was 11,500,000 during 
1944-45. 


EVANS OVERSUBSCRIBED TT 
ON RATTIGAN Backing SEC No Hitch In 


Maurice Evans is already over- | 
subscribed for the financing of his | ATPAM Contract 
production of the two Terence | 
Rattigan 





plays, “The Browning | 


Version” and “A Harlequinade.” | New contract talks will be 
Show will be financed at $50,000, 9Pened next Tuesday (19) by rep- 
with backers entitled to 60% of resentatives of the League of 


the profits, in accord with the 
actOr-manager’s usual policy. Most 
managements split the profits 50- 
50 with investors. 

Evans himself will probably 
stage the twin-bill, but Peter 
Glenville, who staged the original 
London edition, is due in the U. S. 
shortly to supervise casting and 
production for the author. Edna 
Best will play the two femme 
leads. Rehearsals will probably 
start in September. 


Margo Jones to Stick 


N. Y. Theatres and the Assn. of 


Theatrical Pressagents & Man- 
agers. The présent agreement ex- 
pires Labor Day, and since both 
groups are reportedly willing to 
ride along another year under the 
present terms, no hitch in the 
negotiations is anticipated. 
Representing the union in the 
confabs will be its bargaining com- 
mittee including Morris Jacobs, 
chairman; Victor Samrock, Clar- 
ence Jacobson, Harry Kline, Hal 
n Olver, Lou Cline, Richard Maney, 
Leo Freedman, Nathan Parnes 
‘and Ben Chasin. The League will 
'be represented by executive-sec 





To Dallas This Season 


Margo Jones has decided not to 
do any productions on Broadway 
this season, preferring to concen- 
trate on the operation of her reper- 
tory theatve in Dallas. She will 


drop her option on Tom Purefoy’s 
“Sting in the Tail,” which she tried 
out at the Texas spot and original- 
ly intended doing in New York this 
fall. Last season she produced 
“Summer and Smoke” on Broad- 
way. 

Director-manager will spend 
most of the summer in New York 
lining up plays for her Dallas play- 
house. She has already decided on 
two new scripts, but is withholding 
the titles until contracts are signed. 
She'll again present 30-week sched- 
ule, including five new plays and 
three classics. As in 1948-49, each 
of the eight bills will run three 
weeks, after which there will be 
six weeks of repertory schedule. 


retary James F. Reilly and mem 
bers of the board of governors. 


Cuban Govt. Grants 2446 
Mo. to Ballet Alonso 


“Ministry of Education in Cuba 
has granted the Ballet Alicia 
Alonso a monthly subsidy, starting 
July 1, of around $2,500 a month. 
Miss Alonso, who was a leading 
dancer with Ballet Theatre in the 
U. S. until its temporary suspen- 
sion a year ago, organized her own 
troupe, and has been touring her 
native Cuba and Central America 
since. ' 

Troupe has been well received 
and has supported itself fairly wel 
until now. But plans for continu: 
ance were a bit vague, until assur- 
ance of the Cuban government’ 
help. Latter looks on the troupe 
as cultural ambassadors. | 

The troupe has organized 8 
South American tour and is now 
\in Chile, heading for Brazil. 
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because of the theatre’s refusal to | 


Guarantee any minimum employ- 
ment period for musicians. The 
stagehands’ union has_ granted 
concessions, according to Neder- 
Jander. 

Nederlander announced that the 
Theatre Guild-ATS subscription 
season is supposed to come 
through with four attractions, in- 
cluding ‘“Madwoman of Chaillot” 
and “The Silver Whistle’ and that 
he also already has penciled in 
tentatively for the ensuing season 
“Brigadoon,” Mae West in “Dia- 
mond Lil,” the Margaret Webster 
touring Shakesperean 
“Mr. Roberts,” “Kiss Me, Kate.” 
_As the Girls Go,” “Oklahoma!,” 
The Student Prince” and “Blos- 
som Time.” s 


a: 
at 


Cleve. Playhouse’s New 
Theatre Ready for Fall 


Th Cleveland, July 12. 
he e Play House’s new theatre 
ar will be ready this fall and will 
ve the Cleveland organization 
ree houses to perform an enlarg- 
forme eam The new house was 
560 erly a church. It will seat 
ca Drury holds 555, Brooks 160. 
Wo are part of present house. 
Pe Porat for the Brooks to be 
payee into experimental theatre. 
po. W house there will be no pros- 
hilum arch or curtain; audience 


Will be we 
cular — around the semi-cir- 


Current Road Shows 


a (July 11-23) 
Blackouts of 1949"—El Capitan. 


(11-23), 
(11-9 ERdoon” — Curran, Frisco 
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“Harvey” — Int’! . r. 

couver, B.C. a Van 

idee USA” — Shubert, Chi 
716). 

L, an =  Kate”—Philharmonic, 

(11-23) Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi 
Streetcar Named Desire”—Bilt- 


More, L. A. ( 
Dies. 77 -/*:(11-16); Russ Aud.. San 
~ 18-20); Aud., Pasadena (21); 
*» 4Ong Beach (22-23), 


company, | 


Plan is figured-to be particular- 
ly good during the summer months, 
when attendance at council sessions 
is generally light and, as a conse- 
quence, those available for commit- 
tee work are scarce. 
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filed with any responsible 


ports 
agency, such as an active League 
of N. Y. Theatres, instead of the 
city, he has indicated. 


To Clarify Situation 
Undér such a licensing setup, 
the commissioner says, it would be 
possible to clarify the situation in 


‘case there were suspicion that b.o. 


men were receiving “ice” from 
brokers, or some other form of 
graft were involved. In that case 
the treatre treasurer could be re- 
quired to produce not only his 
record of ticket distributions, but 
also his personal checkbooks and 
accounts. 


The licensing legislation is being | 


prepared by the city corporation 
counsel and will be submitted to 
the state legislature at Albany at 
the next term, starting in the fall. 


ommended by Mayor Wm. O’Dwy- 
er. The b.o. men’s union, with the 
probable support of the stage- 
hands. will bring pressure against 
the measure, both with city offi- 
cials and state legislators. And an 
attempt will undoubtedly be made 
to enlist wider labor opposition. 
There has been little further 
talk in managerial circles recently 
about setting up a central ticket of- 
fice. If such a system were operat- 
ed. it might or might not super- 
sede the brokers. In any case. Mur- 
tagh has indicated that he will rec- 
ommend the revocation about the 
licenses of about half the 66 agen- 
cies. and that he would favor hav- 
ing only about 30-35 such outfits. 
Under such conditions, he believes, 
there would be business enough 


‘for the remaining brokers to make 
,a profit on a legitimate basis. 


Stickney) are at Glenwood Springs, 
Col., for several weeks ... Irene 
Selznick due from the Coast late 


this month on her way to England skyrocketed to $30,800 last week at | 
for the opening of the West End the Biltmore. Gene Mann's produc- | 


| production of “Streetcar Named 
Desire” ... Morton Baum’s theatre 
committee, authorized by the legit 
conference last spring at the Astor 
hotel, N. Y., is slumbering for the 
summer ... “Tobacco Road” will 
be done in London, opening during 
August. 


Tent-Strawhat 


Continued from page 50 























DeJon and Dean Di!lman. Ulrich 
Haupt is director. 
“Biography” is current, with 


Leavitt’s “Cry Out in the Night,” 
“Oedipus Rex,’ “Candida” and 
“The Plav’s the Thing” to follow. 
“Cry” will star Sidney Blackmer, 
the only play of the season to fea- 
ture a name. | 





Strawhat Jottings 
“East Lynne” will be the second 
offering at Irving Strouse’s newly 
acquired Lake George (N. Y.) 
Playhouse week of July 20. The 


: ‘tryout of “Spring 1865” has been 
Its immediate passage will be rec- 


put back to the week of Aug. 3... 
Rooftop Repertory Co., newly or- 
ganized group of young profes- 
sionals in Philadelphia, will pre- 
sent a summer series of three 
plays at the YM & YMHA roof 
theatre beginning with “Candida”’ 
tonight (Wed.) ... Currently play- 
ing at Chapel Playhouse, Guilford, 
Conn., “Lady in the Dark,” with 
Carol Bruce in lead role, will be 
done at Sea Cliff theatre, L. L, 
week of July 26... Stanley 
Woolf’s Hotel Rotary players tour- 
ing the Catskill M{. circuit with a 
repertory consisting of “Strange 
Bedfellows,” “Fair and Warmer,” 
“This Too Shall Pass.” “Anna 
Lucasta,” “Twin Beds” and “The 
Young and Fair.” 

Ruth Chatterton in “Lovers and 
Friends” at Crandell theatre, Chat- 
ham. N. Y., week of Aug. 9 
“Angel Street” will be presented 
by Schroon Lake ‘N. Y.) Theatre 
group, July 16-18. 


Los Angeles, July 12. 
Biggest thing in town is 
Streetcar Named Desire,” which 


tion of “Show Boat” at the Greek 
theatre, outdoors in Griffith Park, 
is also doing top business due to 
‘the weather and fine local accept- 
ance of the show. 

Other attractions, “Anna Lu- 
casta” and “The Front Page” 
wound up at the end of the week 
without making very much of a 
splash. 

Things do pick up this week, 
however, with “Kiss Me, Kate,” 
opening (11) at the Philharmonic 
Auditorium, and “Sugar Hill,” all- 
colored revue written by Flournoy 
Miller and James P. Johnson, open- 
ing at the Las Palmas. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Anna Lucasta,” Coronet (4th 
wk) (255; $3.60). Up a little, $3,000, 
but still not good. 

“A Streetcar Named Desire.” 
Biltmore (3d wk) (1,636; $4.20). 
Throbbing $30,800. 

“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan 
(368th wk) (1,142; $2.40). Hovering 
at near-capacity at $17,100. 

“The Front Page,’ El Patio (2d 
wk) (790; $2.40). Better, but still 
not terrif at $5,000. 

“Show Boat,” Greek Theatre (1st 
wk) (4,400; $3.60). Solid $43,000. 


MISS LIBERTY’ $43,300 
IN 4TH WEEK, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, July 12. 
“Miss Liberty” wound up its four 


“Detective Story,” Hudson (16th 
wk) (D-1,057; $4.80). Police sta- 
tion meller eased with the field, 
but okay at nearly $20,000. 


“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Fulton 
(33d wk) (CD-966; $4.80). Also 
affected by the general slump; 


about $10,000; was underquoted 
last week. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
tury (7th wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). 
Freddie Trenkler returned to the 
cast after a trip to Europe; 11 per- 
formances racked up 41,000. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (28th 
wk) (M-1,654; $6). Still getting 
the standee limit steadily; $47,100. 

“Lend An _ Ear,” Broadhurst 
ste ike eee $6). Slid again 
wi e trend; in the red at a 
$19,000. _— 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (73d 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Likewise 
felt the slow going; almost $29,000. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (14th 


wk) (M-1,659; $6). Continues as 
the unquestioned top draw of the 
list, turning away standee pli- 
cants at all performances; $50,600 
again. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” 
Barrymore (84th wk) (C-920;: $4. , 
Dipped again with the tide, but 
got a slight margin at $13,000. 

“Two Blind Mice,” Cort (1 
wk) (C-1,064; $4.80). Also felt th 
downbeat; nearly $6,500; closin 
Saturday night (16). 

‘“Where’s Charley?”, St. James 


(39th wk) (C-1,509; $6). Even the 
Ray Bolger show has felt the 
rough going; $32,000. 





‘BRIGADOON’ SOCK 


weeks’ local tryout stand at the 
Forrest Saturday night (9). Musi- 
cal grossed $173,400 in four weeks | 
here and didn’t have a vacant seat 
at any performance. Only variation 
was in number of standees 


$39,200 IN FRISCO 


..... San Francisco, July 12. 

Brigadoon,” second of this seas 
son's Civie Light Opera series and 
the town’s sole legit, set a 


' ; ace f 

Final session, which again saw irvedanen eat i = 
tuner hit $43,300, started off with a preemed to pleasin we be ~ 
Fourth of July matinee. That per- yD iad 


chalked up a sock $39,200 for his 
first week at the 1,775-seat Cure 
ran at $4.80 top. ° 


formance was sold out by late in 
the previous week, but there were 


still seats left for the Monday night Susan John 

(4) performance on Saturday. mela sain aa a 
Nothing is in view now until the with the show while Miss Britton 

season’s regular opening which is remains in Hollywood for a Metro 

expected to be around Labor Day, pic. Miss Johnson has been un- 

possibly a week ahead. i derstudy to Miss Britton. 
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Plays on Broadway | 


Cabalgata | 

Sol Hurok presentation of Spanish must- 
eal revue in two acts (18 scenes). Pro- 

uced, directed and choreographed by 
Saciel Cordoba. Music by Albeniz, Falla, 
Quiroga, Latorre, et al, arranged by Ra- 
mon Bastida, musical director; sets and | 
costumes. Luis Marquez. At Broadway, 
N. Y., July 7, ’49; $3.60 top. 

Cast: Carmen Vazquez. Pepita Marco, 
Floriana Alba, Pilar Calvo, Aurea Reyes, | 
Jose Toledano, Paco Fernandez, Julio To- | 
ledo, Sebastian Castro, Fernando Vargas, 
Violeta Carrillo, Maria Castan. Pepita Du- 
rango, Conchita Escobar, Carmen Gamez, 
Luisa Garcia, Paloma Larios, Zenia Lo- 
pez, Teresa Martinez, Catalina Maytorena, 
Elba Ocaiza. Pepita Ramirez. Gracia Rios, 
Rocio Santisteban, Malena Telmo, Armo- 
nia Villa. Andres Aguirre, Carlos Castro, 
Gustave Delgado, Raul Izquierdo, Gustavo 


Garzon, Guillermo Marin, Fernando Marti, 
SO 


Rene Ochoa, Luis Riestra. Ricardo 
Jano. Jose Valois, Juan Villarias, Miguel 
Herrero, Rosa de Avila Enrique Bar 
rera, Victor Torres Rafael Hernan, Jose 
Cortes, Manuel Medina, Paco Millet 


“Cabalgata,” musical cavalcade of 
Spanish songs, dances and vignet- 
tes. is a concert dance attraction 
successfully done in Broadway re- 
vue guise. Revue has color, excite- 
ment and speed, and is excellent 
entertainment for dance lovers, 
especially of the Latin sort. At- 
traction should have a moderate 
run because of its limited nature, 
but should do profitably during its 
N. Y. engagement. 

Production, which is unusually 
large for a Spanish dance troupe, 
comprising over 60 people, is au- 


thentically Iberian, having been 
put together in Madrid by pro- 
ducer Daniel Cordoba in 1942, 


touring Spain and South America 
ever since, for over 2,500 perform- 
ances. Troupe also successfully 
played L. A. and Frisco before 
opening in N. Y. 

Excellent performances. unusual 
settings and exotic moments keep 
interest high in “Cabalgata”’ 
through most of the evening. The 
revue starts off a little tamely, but 
picks up fast, some of its dance 
numbers setting a terrific first-act 
pace right-up to _ intermission. 
Second act has more singing and 
instrumental work, and less danc- 
ing, to slow the show up a bit, 
but then it gets going again in a 
furious pace to wind up in a fren- 
zied finale. 

Revue is a varied attraction 
that’s neatly intertwined with 
solos, duets and production num- 
bers. Familiar Spanish dance pat- 
terns are contrasted with less well- 
known terp styles. to keep pro- 
ceedings fresh. The music is de- 
rived from classic composers and 
folk sources, expertly arranged or 
orchestrated by the show’s musical 
director, Ramon Bastida. Costumes 
and sets, done by Luis Marquez, 
are vivid and eye-filling. Producer 
Cordoba, who staged the revue, 
also did the choreography. 

Production numbers include col- 
orful scenes of bullfighting, water- 
front and village festivals, a dance 
school with a contest between pop 
and classical styles, etc. In essence, 
a revue must stand or fall, how- 
ever, on its performers, and ‘Ca- 
balgata” is double fortunate in its 
fine array of talent. Chief of them 
is Carmen Vazquez, a very attrac- 
tive and versatile dancer whose 
ability with castanets matches fas- 
cinating heel-and-toe or ballet 
work. Another femme standout is 
Pepita Marco, equally as skilled in 
peasant dance as in classical Span- 
ish ballet. Troupe is specially 
gitted in male dancers, standouts 
being Jose Toledano, Julio Toledo, 
Fernandez Vargas, Paco Fernan- 
dez and Sebastian Castro. 


Revue has dances to guitar or 
piano accompaniment, as well as to 
the full orchestra; soprano solos il- 
lustrated by dancing duos; gypsy 
and folk dances, jotas, flamencos, 
classic boleros and mazurkas—all 
of it grade-A entertainment. 

Bron. 











Theatres . . . Auditoriums 
Now Booking N. J., Pa., Md. 


Ken Parker’s 


FOUR FLIGHTS UP’ 


“Good Entertainment Fare.” 
N. Y¥. Journal-American. 


“Suspense-extreme originality.” 
—N. Y. Villager. 


For available dates-terms-write-wire: 


Independent Theatrical Entr. 
113 West 42nd St., New York City 











SAMUEL FRENCH 


BINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
7623 Sunset Bivd.. Hollywood 46, Cal 








| gliotti, pianists. 











| 


Down in the Valley 


Lemonade Opera Co. production of folk- 
music by Kurt 


opera in one act with 
Weill, libretto by Arnold Sundgaard. 
Staged by Max Leavitt; costumes and 


sets, Martin Belasco; choreography, Allen 
Waine; musical director, Herbert Gross- 
man; Phyllis Rappeport, Antoinette Vi- 
At Greenwich Mews Play- 
house, N. Y., July 6, °49. 


The Leader | Robert Goss 


The Preacher } 

Brack Weaver ....... Howard Jarratt 
Guard .. evreak bed Francis Monachino 
Peters ; Made Max Leavitt 
Jennie Parsons Nancy Kendall | 
Jennie’s Fathe1 John Dean 
Thomas Bouche Lewis Brooks 
The Women June Gallaher, Ruth Kobart, 
Margaret Ritter, Peggy dee Whiting 
The Men .James Cosmos, Morris Gesell, 
Francis Monachino 
The Children Anna Baldwin 
Jeanna Belkin 
The Chorus Shirley Agress, Joan Bruck- 
heim, Betty Chretien, Gwen Fogarty, 
Helen Guthwin, Helen Masloff, Paula 
Mirsky, Sue Ann Stern, Phyllis Tarter, 
Daniel Altman, Gene Green, Brayton 

Lewis, Judd Stevens 


“Down in the Valley,” the Kurt 
Weill-Arnold Sundgaard one-act 
opera based on an American folk- 
ballad, is good, entertaining musi- 
cal Americana. Written primarily 
for non-pro and school outfits, the 


work has had about 85 amateur 
and pro productions throughout 
the U. S. since first done a year 
ago at the U. of Indiana. Last 
week (6), it had its first profes- 
sional N. Y. production by the 


enterprising Lemonade Opera Co. 
in Greenwich Village. 

“Valley,” forall its charm, be- 
longs in amateur repertory rather 
than in professional show business. 


It is too brief and sketchy in con- 
tent, while its music has little of 
so-called Broadway draw “Dark 


of the Moon,” similarly based on a 
folk-ballad, had more color, music 
and dramatic appeal. The individ- 
ual segments of “Ballet Ballads” 
had more bite and punch. “Val- 
ley’ remains an ingratiating work, 
but too flimsy to be expanded into 
a commercial effort. 

But in its orbit, it is attractive 
musice-drama. The simple story 
tells, in flashback, the rivalry of 
two men for a maid; the murder 
of one man by the other, and the 
latter’s jailing and death. Sund- 
gaard’s libretto follows the story 
simply and dramatically. Weill’s 
music incorporates not only the 
ballad on which the story is based, 
but other folk-music too. The 
music is varied and appealing, and 
always true to mood, without be- 
ing distinguished. 

An accomplished, willing group 
of singers makes the Lemonade’s 
performance of “Valley” an engag- 
ing work. In particular, Nancy 
Kendall is a winsome lead, with an 
appealing singing style. Howard 
Jarratt is an ardent lover and ex- 
cellent singer, and Robert Goss is 
a standout in combined roles of 
the Leader and preacher. Bron. 


Out of the Picture 


Interplayers production of drama _ in 
two acts by Louis MacNeice. Directed 
by Irving Stiber; sets, David Berman; 
music, William B. Goldberg;  chore- 
ography, Ellen R. Albertini. At Inter- 
players theatre, N. Y., July 6, °49; $1.80 





top. 

Chorus Jack Creley, Cranston Diehl, 
é E. W. Swackhammer 

Portright . John Denny 


Miss Haskey Sa eieen Anna Berger 
Ist Moving Man ............Fred Porcelli 
2nd Moving Man eT Louis Criss 
| SSR are Henri Beckman 
Moll O’Hara Nancy Stiber 
Clara DeGroot 


Ae ee Gene Dow 
ee eA rar eee Louis Criss 
Mrs. Freudenberg....... Anna Berger | 
ee Saar Jerry Pizel 
po BO ee ae eae Joan Potter 
3rd Collector Henry Proach 


French Collector Louis Criss 
Italian Collector Fred Porcelli 
Auctioneer Henri Beckman 


Gene Dow 


Sir Sholto Spielmann ae 
tor ..Fred Porcelli 


Edwards ‘ 


Having moved from New York's 
Greenwich Village, where they 
were located last year, The Inter- 
players are currently offering Louis 
MacNeice’s “Out of the Picture” 
as the first production in their new 
theatre in Carnegie Hall. Most 
notable aspect of the production, 
which is limited in appeal to arty 
audiences, is its showeasing of a 
group of competent and talented 
thespers. These performers add 
interest and color to a purely ex- 
perimental play. 

Though the author tends to lose 
himself in a profusion of lengthy 
speeches, he nevertheless manages 
to project his underlying theme of 


man’s futility in a world over- 
shadowed by war. 
Dissertations on art, love and 


war, make up the format of the 
play, which centers itself in Eng- 
land prior to a declaration of war. 
What war isn’t clear. Motivation 
for the story is supplied by an 
artist, a model, an actress and a 
psychiatrist. An _ off - the - beaten- 
path production and an auction 
scene that has all the makings of 
a revival meeting are highlights. 
John Denny, as an apparently 
mediocre verbose artist, is 
commendable, especially in his 
handling of a few comic touches. 
As the psychiatrist, Gene Dow per- 
forms creditably. Virginia Baker’s 
portrayal of a _ top-ranking but 


‘by Irving Stiber is excellent, and 
David Berman’s sets are function- | 


Deiaieent Virginia Baker | 


frustrated film actress is satisfac- 
tory. Nancy Stiber as the model, 


is a looker and a commendable | 
Henri Beckman’s auc- | 


performer. 


tioneering is firstrate. Direction 


able. William B. Goldberg’s music 
and Ellen R. Albertini’s choreo- 
graphy are interesting. 


Play Out of Town 


Kiss Me, Kate 
Los Angeles, July 12. 











Saint Subber & Lemuel Ayers produc- 
tion of musical comedy in two acts (16 
scenes), with music and lyrics by Cole 
Porter, book by Bella and Samuel Spe 
wack. Stars Anne Jeffreys, Keith Andes; 
features Marc Platt, Julie Wilson, Benny 
Baker. Staged by John C. Wilson; cho- 


reography, Hanya Holm; settings and cos- 
tumes, Lamuel Ayers; musical director, 
Pembroke Davenport; orchestrations, 
Robert Russell Bennett; orchestra conduc 
tor. George Hirst At Philharmonic Audi- 
torium, L. A., July 11, °49; $4.80 top. 


Los Angeles can speak only in 
superlatives of the smash opening 
last night (Mon.) of a special com- 
pany of “Kiss Me, Kate,” an open- 
ing that seems also to have given 
Anne Jeffreys a secure place among 
present-day musical comedy stars. 

Miss Jeffreys’ “I Hate Men” is 
a dynamic projection. She scores 
with her acting, singing and 
warm beauty. Reception given the 
show was a tribute to the staging of 
John C. Wilson, who brought the 
company to the Coast for a triumph 
every bit as great as that registered 
by the N. Y. company. 

Particularly notable are the in- 
spired choreography by Hanya 
Holm and the costumes and set- 
tings by Lemuel Ayers. 

Production values are tremen- 
dous aids in making “Kate” a suc- 
cess. Producers Saint Subber and 
Ayers obviously lavished painstak- 
ing care and expense upon the Cole 
Porter show. The L. A. Civic Light 
Opera. Assn., which presented 
“Kate,” deserves more credit for 
bringing the musical here to begin 
what should be a highly successful 
tour of the country. 

In addition to Miss Jeffreys, 
Keith Andes, Julie Wilson and 
Mare Platt are exceptionally fine. 
Miss Wilson is socko in an espe- 
cially unbuttoned version of “Al- 
ways True to You in My Fashion.” 
Andes is excellent in his acting, 
but a little lacking in vocal moxie, 
not enough to detract from the im- 
pact of the show, but only to give 
critics needing a fault to find some- 
thing to split hairs about. Platt can 
give his own performance just a 
bit more vitality, but his dancing 
is of the best. 

Benny Baker and Bobby Vail 
bring the patrons out of their seats 
with their high-toned burlesque 
turn, “Brush Up Your Shake- 
speare,”’ and are solid throughout 
in their comedy gangster roles. 
Best of the specialties is that of 
Rai Saunders, singing “Too Darn 
Hot,” in which Bobby Johnson, 
Foster Johnson and a dancing en- 
semble join in the top dance num- 
ber of the show. Dag. 


Strawhat Review 














Springboard to Nowhere 
Ocean City, N. J., July 8. 


Associated Players, Inc., production of 
drama in two acts and prolog by Alex- 
ander Lidor. Stars Bramwell Fletcher. 
Staged by Rodney Hale; scenic designer, 
Adolf Aldrich. Presented at Ocean City 
Playhouse, Ocean City, J 
Milton 


‘ Bramwell Fietcher 
4 Spectator 


.. George Spelvin 


Lady in the Black Mask........Viei Raat 
Carl , pease . James Field 
ee eee ere Jane Harven 


First Gentleman... Philip Wolf 


Second Gentleman . Julian Borris 
Max... ..scecscecccceres Frederick Cornell 
eae en eee Gerald Lee 
oe ee eer ere ee William Phelps 
., SR ee Lynne Lyons 
2 ee rere Howard Ledig 
Ps cee euaseenaaken Raymond Gordon 
MN .debsseebeanese ns Barbara Murphy 
Seer ere ee . George Cotton 
rere Betty Morrow 
Bill Norman McKay 
CL ae ee ..Laura Walker 


Right now, “Springboard to No- 
where” is aptly titled. The work of 
Greek playwright Alexander Lidor, 


“Springboard” has a pretty good 
idea—but just an idea. With its 
speeches, symbolisms and = alle- 
gories, at the moment it hardly 
measures up to any commercial 
standards. It at least has the 


framework, however, to warrant 
calling an expert play-doctor. 
Bramwell Fletcher plays’ the 
lead, a character called Milton, 
who's a symbol of frustration in 
his attempt to wreak vengeance 
through manipulation of assorted 
characters whom he attracts to a 
cellar cafe. His is the only pro- 
fessional performance. What this 
play needs most, besides the re- 
write, is a complete recasting. 
Harry Davies, Broadway legit 
pressagent, has reportedly secured 
the backing for the play which, 


with a rewrite and recasting, he 
would bring to New York in the 
fall. Kahn. 


LAKE PLACID SETTING 


Lake Placid, July 12. 
This resort town is setting up 
its first Lake Placid drama festival, 
which it hopes to make an annual 
Festival will include dance 


event. 


and other music events, but stress | 


legit, being built around the N. Y. 


Dramatic Workshop Players, who! 


are summering here. Chamber of 
'Commerce, Board of Education, 
Town Board and the mayor have 
promised full backing. Festival is 
to be under direction of Erwin 
Piscator, head of the Workshop. 
This will open 
with appearance of the Ottawa 
Classical Ballet in Lake Placid 
High School July 21-22-23, with 
Herbert Bliss as guest lead. Jose 
and Amparo Iturbi will give a two- 
piano recital in Intervales Stadium 


season’s festival 


July 30. Elaine Stritch will be 
starred with the Dramatic Work- 
shop Players in “Twelfth Night,” 


at the high school, Aug. 4-5-6; Bus- 


ter Keaton will appear as guest 
star in “Three Men On a Horse,” 
Aug. 11-12-13, and Carol Gustafson 


and JacK Bittner will take leads in 
“Lysistrata” Aug. 18-19-20. 





 Legit’s chill | 
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est-price seats generally go last. In 
the ease of mail orders. the biggest 
demand frequently appears to be 
for the medium-price locations, but 


orchestra tickets usualiv get first 
call in the window sile. 

Two touring productions have 
also seemingly demonstrated that 
price is not a factor. The recent 
revival of ‘Present Laughter,” 


starring Edward Everett Horton, 
failed to do business despite good 
notices everywhere it played. But 
in every engagement the patronage 
was spread all over the house, with 
no apparent preference for cheaper 
seats. 

‘U.S.A.’ Disappointing in Pitt 

In the case of “Inside U.S.A.,” 
business was disappointing in Pitts- 
burgh, but the sale was heaviest 
downstairs, despite the $5.40 top. 
In the show’s other road _ stands, 
including the current run in Chi- 
cago, biggest call has been for the 
orchestra locations. When “Born 
Yesterday” played a return date in 
Boston recently it failed to get a 
run despite a $1.80 top. Similarly, 


a price slash failed to stimulate 
business recently for both “High | 
Button Shoes” and “Along Fifth 


Avenue” on Broadway. Observers 
are waiting to see how the new 
price cut affects the original “Born 
Yesterday” in New York. 

The fact that weekend attend- 
ance has fallen off recently is re- 


garded as a seasonal development. | 


However, there has apparently 
_been a steady drop in midweek 
matinee business in recent seasons. 


Regardless of the bargain scale for | 
that performance, attendance is be- | 


coming increasingly light. In the 
case of the solid SRO attractions 
theve is sufficient spill-over trade 


to dill the midweek matinee, but all | 


but the strongest draws 
empty seats for that showing. 
300G For ‘Miss Liberty’ 
While it’s normal for advance 
sales to fall off at this time of year, 
the shrinking of advance sales has 
alarmed the managements of some 
shows. On the other hand. the fact 


have 


that “Miss Liberty” has an advance. 
of over $300,000 before its opening | 


seems to indicate there’s a ready 
audience for promising entertain- 
ment. Here again, however, the 
tendency may be toward more and 


more business for the top smashes, | 


and less and less for the others. 
Such a trend, if it actually exists, 
is regarded as bas.callvy unhealthy. 

Although members of the Com- 
mittee of Theatrical Producers are 
making strenuous efforts to cut 
production and operating costs, lit- 
tle has actually been accomplished 
thus far. Also, most of the sug- 
gested economies would apply to 


Initial production costs, rather than 
' 


operating expenses, but the latter 
is regarded as the more vital 
problem. 

The shrinking number of avail- 
able theatres, both in New York 
and out of town, is another cause 
of managerial headaches. 
television now 
Broadway houses, after a number 
had already gone over to radio, 
there will obviously be even fewer 
for legit this season. As a conse- 
quence, rental terms are expected 
to be tougher—and the theatre 
rental is generally the largest 


single item in a show’s operating | 
| budget. | 





ANNUAL DRAMA FEST 


With | 
taking over, more | 








Play Abroad] 


Young Wives’ Tale 
London, J j 

» duly 
Stanley French (for 2 B. 
| presentation of comedy in thre “Pnard) 
Ronald Jeans. Directed by i 











cowan. At Savoy, London, Jul Dp 
Rodney Pennant........ Naunton we: 
Sabina Pennant......... Joan Greenwy “ 
INUPSO BIO... ccies. Florence Churchan 
| Nurse Gallop........ Margaret Scudam ill 
| Mary Banning.......... Joan Haythorne 
Bruce Manning............ erek Fane 
| Victor Manifold........... Sydney Kine 
Eve Lester.............. Brenda Hogad 
German Woman...... Beatrice Boarer 

Bright and _ pleasing domestic 
;comedy of conditions 


: resultan 
from shared homes, has topical] “on 
peal in any country. It could also 
be turned into good screen mate. 


rial. Story is amusingly told and 
after two months’ tour, actors are 
polished and know where all the 
best laughs lie. 

Two ill-matched couples. with 
one child each, share a house and 
a nursemaid. One wife, an ex. 


actress, is petulantly inefficient in 
running a home; the other is brisk 
and unemotional, retaining her 
work as a laboratory chemist. A 
division of authority chafes the 
nurse, who ‘quits, and to avoid 
similar conflict with her successor 
they let her think both infants be. 
long to one set of parents In- 
evitabie amusing marital complica- 
tions ensue, 

it is all very obvious humor. but 
it’s so neatly put over and reflects 
so unerringly present-day house- 
hold problems, that it arouses 
chuckles of sympathy from the 
audience. 

Naunton Wayne is perfectly cast 
as the unfortunate  scripiwriter 
trying to work in a tangle of nur- 
sery equipment, with Joan Green- 
wood, his dizzy wife, carrying her 
depiction of his sexy, frothy 
spouse almost to the point of cari- 


cature. Derek Farr and Joan Hay- 
thorne are suitably contrasted ag 
the other partners and Sydney 


King turns in a skillful character- 
ization as a black-market type of 


wolf. Margaret Scudamore is de- 
| lightful as the indispensable 
|““Nanny” and Brenda Hogan dis- 


| plays charm as a man-shy maiden, 
Comedy is admirably directed by 
Michael Macowan. Clem. 


r More Theatres | 


tt—s continued from page 49 




















Me, Kate,” now solidly entrenched 
at the Century, would have to be 
moved to another theatre in case 
| of a video deal. 

Although the possible return 
from a smash legit show is much 
greater than from a radio or tele 
rental deal, the latter insures a 
sizable profit and no risk. In addi- 
| tion, radio or TV companies usual- 
ly keep the properties in top con- 
dition, whereas use as a legit 
house frequently leaves the prenm- 
ises in rundown shape. 

Shuberts’ 525G from ‘Pacific’ 


As an example of comparative 
returns, the Shuberts are currently 
| getting a rental at the rate of ap- 
| proximately $525,000 a year from 
| “South Pacific’ for the Majestic 
theatre, whereas they'd probably 
stand to get about $100,000 for it 
/as a radio or video house. Similar- 
| ly, City Playhouses, Inc., is getting 
|over $375,000 annual rental from 
“Death of a Salesman” for the 
Morosco, but would likely collect 
about $75,000 from an AM or TV 
company. 
| If the expected new TV theatre 
| deals are set, the Times Square 
houses remaining available for 
legit would include the Alvin, Bilt- 
more, Booth, Broadhurst, Coronet, 
Court, Empire, Ethel Barrymore, 
(48th Street, 46th Street, Fulton, 
Henry Miller, Hudson, Imperial, 
Lyceum, Majestic, Mark Hellinger, 
Martin Beck, Morosco, Musi¢ Box, 
|Plymouth, Royale, St. James, 
Shubert, Winter Garden and Zies- 

feld. Also, the Center will continue 
'to house the Sonja Henie-Arthut 

M. Wirtz skating show, “Howdy, 
Mr. Ice of 1950,” and the Municipal 
| City Center will be available for 
| legit and music bookings 

Legit houses already under rent: 
al for radio are the Avon, Guild, 
| Hammerstein, Longacre, Ritz an 
| Vanderbilt. Those being used for 
tele are the Adelphi, International, 
Maxine Elliott and Playhouse. 





Rewrites ‘Girl Crazy’ 
Hollywood, July i2. 
Bill Demling, who does oper: 
etta revisions for the Chicago The 
atre of the Air, has been sige 
by Gene Mann to do a rewrite 0 
“Girl Crazy” for production at a 
Greek — in Griffith Par 
‘opening here Aug. 22. 
Buddy Clark and Benay Venul? 
| will be co-starred. ’ 





4 

















tan 


tio 
Ste 
Tec 


iney 
Seri; 








ard) 
by 
Ma- 
9. 
iyne 
‘ood 
shill 
ore 
re 
arr 
cing 
gan 
arer 





stie 
ant 
ap- 
also 
ate- 
nd, 
are 
the , 


— 


Nith 
and 
eX- 

t in 

ri sk 
her 

A 
the 
void 
ssor 
be- 
In- 
lica- 


but 
lects 
uSe- 
uses 
the 


ast 
riter 
nurs 
een- 
her 
othy 
cari- 
Hay- 
‘d as 
dney 
cter- 
xe of 
s de- 
sable 
- dis- 
iiden, 
-d by 


eM. 


| 


nat 


—— 


nched 
to be 
n case 


return 
much 
yr tele 
ives a 
1 addi- 
usual- 
yp con- 
. legit 
prem- 


ifie’ 
arative 
rrently 
of ap- 
ir from 
Najestic 
robably 
) for it 
Similar- 
getting 
al from 
or the 
collect 
or TV 


theatre 
Square 
le for 
in, Bilt- 
*oronet, 
rymore, 


Wednesday, July 13, 1949 


VARIETY 


LITERATI 53 





—— 





Ken Englund’s Rib 
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Announcing a new publishing house: The Wild. Duck Press 


(“Books that dare to be dull’’). 
shelf, 


Several feet of Englund’s five-foot 


Constructive Type Volumes 
“Do Your Own Egg Candleing.” 
“Build Your Dream House Out of Burnt Matches.” 
*‘Make That Counterfeit Money Pay Off.” 
“Tl Learned to Pull My Own Teeth.” 
“| Made My Home in a Runaway Balloon.” 
“Mule Breeding Made Easy.” 
“Every Man His Own Embalmer.” 
Biographies 
“Memoirs of a Comparison Shopper.” 
“Confessions of a Bloomingdale Book Spy.” 
“TI Fought at Klein’s Basement.” 
“Reflections on The Mirror Business.” 
“IT Remember Absolutely Nothing.” 
“My Father Wasn’t Ever My Father.” 
Medical Type Books 


*Hangnail—Friend or Foe?’”’ 
“The Romance of Chiropody.’ 


“How to Suck Your Teeth At the Movies.” 


“I Laughed Off Halitosis.” 


Occupational (Female) 
“Spot Welding For Debutantes.” 
*‘New Horizons for Girl Steeplejacks.” 
Audubon Division 
“Bird Watching By Lantern Light.” 
Philosophical 
“Are You Sure You're Alive?” 
Political 


“Are We Drifting Anywhere?” 


The Arts 
“Transylvania Folk Dancing of the 14th Century.” 


oor 


rransylvania Folk Dancing of the 15th Century.” 


Dry Ice Books 


“Has Dry Ice a Future?” 


Economics 
“Has the Bottom Dropped Out of Buggy Whips?” 
Culinary 


oer 





Tapioca 


Enemy or Ally?” 
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N. Y. World-Telly Shifts 

Personnei shifts at the N. Y. 
World-Telegram last week found 
Sterling North replacing Robert 
Minton as the paper’s book re- 
viewer while art critic Emily 
Genauer was let out after some 
17 years with the organization. 
Her release came as a result of 
the management's decision to 
abandon its art and antique de- 
partment. 

An author and mag contributor, 
North long was literary editor of 
the Chicago Daily News. His com- 
ments on the book realm began in 
the W-T Monday (11) and will be 
run every day except Saturday. 
Minton returns to the paper’s staff 
to handle general assignments. He 
became literary reviewer when 
Harry Hansen was named editor 
of the World Almanac. 


——— 


Dodd, Mead’s GBS Project 

All of Shaw’s plays will be pub- 
lished in uniform volumes by Dodd, 
Mead, starting Sept. 6. Initial 
publication will be a set of three 
large volumes containing the 
dramatist’s 20 best-known plays, 
for $15 ‘or $5 per volume). Sub- 
sequently, one or two plays will be 
published in separate volumes 
each year. The firm will let its 
respective volumes of “Nine Plays” 
and “Six Plays” by G.B.S. go out 
of print. 

_ Dodd, Mead has previously pub- 
lished Shaw's works in the U. S., 
but uniform editions of his plays 


and novels were originally pub- 
lished in this country by Bren- 
tano’s, 


Shaw’s new play, “The Buoyant 
Billions,” will be published in Eng- 
land shortly in a de luxe edition, 
to sell for $25. It will have illustra- 
tions by Clare Winston, wife of 
Stephen Winston, author of the 
Tecent “Days with Bernard Shaw.” 





O’Casey Reprints 

on first two volumes of Sean 
the sey’ S,, autobiog, “I Knock at 
Hall Door” and “Pictures in the 
i way,” will be issued in reprint 
n September by MacMillan. With 
Crease of interest in the 
okey Since the publication of the 
urd and fourth volumes, “Drums 
a the Window” and “Inish- 
allen, Fare Thee Well.” there has 


en a growin droge ere 
first two. g demand for the 


Phoenix Times’ 4th Switch 
oie oe Times, Phoenix evening 
oetti riginally published by John 
heision and Anna_ Roosevelt 
) for the need hands Monday 
vl t yo fourth time in three 
lead ew publisher, Herbert 
dustrialing” Cedar Rapids. Ia., in- 
which’ He heads organization 
® grou ook over the paper from 
wine of Phoenix and California 
ao men. Sale price was not 
cir es Former publisher 
Paper j ndar remains on with the 
in an advisory capacity, with 


| Oregon, and 


all other officials continuing as 
members of the new organization 

The Boettigers, who last week 
filed divorce proceedings in a 
Phoenix superior court, began pub- 
lication of the Times as a weekly 
shopping news, June 27, 1946. Six 
months later they published the 
first issue of the daily Times. In 
January, 1948, Boettiger  relin- 
quished his interest and publisher- 
ship to his wife. In July, Mrs. 
Boettiger sold out to a group of 
Phoenix men and C. Hamilton 
Beasley of Los Angeles assumed 
control as publisher Only last 
month a shuffle in stock control 
resulted in Beasley moving out in 
favor of Dunbar. 


‘Newsmen at Work’ An OK Book 


‘Newsmen at Work” ‘(Houghton 
Mifflin; $4.75), by Laurence R. 
Campbell, of the University of 
Roland E. Wolseley, 
of Syracuse University, is the 
work not only of teachers but 
working newspapermen. 
of the best on the reporting angle 
of the newspaper business. Cover- 
ing every aspect of reporting. how 
to define the news, how to gather 
it. press and radio patterns, inter- 
views, sports, etc., a lot of the 
book points up newsmagazines and 
radio journalism. As the authors 
say, the book is for those who 
wish to work for press and radio; 
it is for those who want to gather 
and write news for any medium 
of mass communication. It is a 
teachable book and the authors 
present principles and facts at the 
point at which the student really 
needs them. 


VARIETY is quoted throughout, 
showing how it handles births, 
personals, about trips and vaca- 


tions, typical jargon, how it covers 
pic biz, heads and grosses. It also 
shows examples of reporting in all 
the branches of the newspaper biz. 


“Newsmen at Work” is a must 
for the tyro reporter and it 
wouldn't hurt the working re- 


porter to read it and brush up a 
bit on things he may have for- 
gotten. 
Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Austria’s Musikwelt 
Musikwelt is gradually growing 
into the leading bi-monthly organ 
for German-language readers in 
the entertainment trade in Aus- 
tria. In its latest number. Karl 
Wewerka, Jr.. has started a system 
of statistics on pop music, simi- 
lar to VARIETY’S 
Kurt Kraus of Kraus Verlag is 
the publisher. 





Resigns From Eire Board 

Dr. J. D. Smyth, of Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, who has been a mem- 
ber of the Lrish Censorship of Pub- 
lications Board for the past two 
vears. has resigned following a 
disagreement with fellow-members 
on the working of the censorship. 
He complains that literary or his- 
toric merit are not taken into con- 


|}next for Paramount. 


It is one | 


sideration when a book is put be- 
fore the board, and too frequently 
the censors are required to make 
snap judgments on books which 
they have not had the time to read, 
and which are submitted to them 
with a few passages marked for 
their attention. 

The Minister tor Justice, who 
names the board members, hasa't 
nominated his successor yet. 


CHATTER 

| Walter Davenport, of Colliers. is 
on the West Coast on last leg of a 
trip made for sounding out state of 
the national mind. He'll do a series 
of think pieces for the mag. 

Jonel Jorgulesco, art editor of 
Redbook, and Leo Aaron, photog- 
tapher, are in Hollywood shooting 
travel pictures at two resort hotels, 
the Roosevelt and the Miramar 

Dodd-Mead & Co. readying 
Frank Ernest Hill’s “To Meet Will 
Shakespeare” for Sept. 6 publica- 
tion Book is said to be a period 
Story featuring a “16th Century 
Broadway.” 

Leonard Cripps has resigned 
| after six months as story editor for 
| Berg-Allenberg agency in Holly- 
wood. He pulls out for Europe in 

about a month to scout literary 
properties on his own. 

Bob Sylvester has feature on 
Arthur Miller, author of ‘Death of 
a Salesman,” in July 16 issue of 
Satevepost, depicting Miller as 
standing to make $2,000,000 from a 
play he wrote in just six weeks 

Edmund Angelo’s “Curtain — 
You're On,” prepared from a series 
of lectures given by the author, 
who is executive producer and di- 
rector of the Institute of Pro- 
fessional Direction in Hollywood, 
published by Murray & Gee, Ine, 

“Seeing the British Isles with 
Patty and Kay” will be title of 
book James FitzPatrick will write 
for publication by Children’s Press, 
Chicago, during his forthcoming 
four-month jaunt to Europe for 
Metro’s ‘‘Traveltalks.” He’s taking 
his two daughters with him to use 
their views for the book. 

Ruth and Augustus Goetz are 
batting out a treatment on “Sister 
Carrie” for William Wyler at their 
Bucks County, Pa. home. Theo- 
dore Dreiser story will be Wyler’s 
The Goetzes 
don’t have to pull up their Bucks 
County stakes and go to Holly- 
wood until time to write the second 
dratt. 


Columbia Artists Mgt. has issued 


a brochure, “The Music World’s 
Answer to Collier’s,’ to answer a 
recent article on concert ‘“mis- 


management.” Brochure includes 
replies from Cecil Smith, Musical 
America editor; various colum- 
nists, local cmanagers and artists, 
defending Columbia and National 
Concert & Artists Corp. in_ its 
activities. 











Garry Davis 


Continued from page 1 




















through. This is exceptional Swiss 
Service” Permission from the fed- 
eral police at Berne had been re- 
ceived to admit Davis on condition 
that he would not deliver a political 
speech. 

The appearance in Switzerland 
was the windup of a tour of 12 
French cities and 20 meetings in 


the last two weeks for Garry and | 
Robert Sarrazac, general secretary | 


of the World Citizens Registry. 
They spoke to audiences of 600 to 
5,000 people in Nantes, Bescancon, 
Montpellier, Carcassone, Nimes. 
Toulouse and others. 

Dressed in his worn leather fly- 
ing jacket, Garry speaks extempo- 
raneously in halting imperfect 
French which garners sympathetic 
approval for him among foreign 
listeners. Showing no trace of his 
actor’s training he speaks as “sim- 
ple man to man,” believing in the 
good sense of his audience and 
their desire to unite themselves 
with all men everywhere in protest 
against another war. 

Davis is homesick for the stage 
“TI wish I could give this all up and 
be a clown in a traveling circus.” 
he told me. He is mulling quite a 
few film offers but would preter to 
do a play dramatizing his ideas 
“written by someone like Lindsay 
and Crouse: if they won't write it, 
I will.” he says. He is holding con- 
versations this week in Paris with 


Walt Disney about a cartoon fea- 
ture on World Government which 
might be financed, he believes, by 
contributions from his 223.000 
World Citizens. [Recently the 
French prize picture. “Monsieui 
Vincent.” was financed by populai 
subscription. and that’s where he 


got the idea.) 

Davis returned directly to Paris 
from Lausanne and will go to the 
country for two months this sum- 
mer to write a book. | 


: 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully seeseoseeseesee 
Nut Plains, Conn., July 10. 

Barry Fox Stevens, author of “Hideaway Island,” says she doesn't 
remember seeing “interpersonal” in Scully’s Psychiatric Word Book 
and writes that Hollywood must be crazier than most places to think ‘it 
can get along without “interpersonal relations.” “In fact, she writes, I 
think you could devote a whole column to it. All psychiatrists and 
psychiatric patients do.” 

As we already are up to Nostalgia. Nudophobia, Nymphomania and 
Non Compos Mentis, why go back to Id and all that sort of thing 
Our hope lies in the future. Otherwise we will never get to a desecrip- 
tion of Psychiatry itself. To get there we must pass through N and O 
first. So let’s get there on the double 

N. 
NARCOLEPSY: Short naps which the 





+4444 44 





patient can't control. Common 


to critics who catch pictures in projection rooms and hear no 
laughter to wake them up 

NECROMANIA: A morbid belief that dead bodies are an attraction. 
Producers addicted to reissues 

NEGATION DELUSION: Denial that obvious conditions exist. Movie 


producers who deny there is such a thing as television; stars who 
think they look as young at 50 as they did at 15. Met with in 
dementia praecox, 

NEOLOGISMS: Words sometimes coined by psychotic patients. Usually 


a composite of several words condensed “Cinemaddict,” “reno- 
vated,” “Goldwynners,” “Paramountebanks,” “C. B. Essence, 
“Southern Cafeteria,” “Chow meiniacs,” “R. K. Oafs,” etc. In the 


Winchell syndrome. 

NEURALGIA: Pain at points of distribution. Often imagined by Fran- 
cis X Ibitor at his nerve-ends when distributors hand him excessive 
terms for the one picture which might make him enough money to 
make up for all the turks he exhibited during dog days. 

NEURASTHENIC: A psychoneurosis which brings on authentic exhaus- 
tion. People who took ‘The Snake Pit” so seriously they had to be 
carried out of theatres and put in circulating baths. 

NEUROGRAM: A painful experience A collect telegram. 

NEUROPATHOLOGY: Anything which has to do with diseases of the 
nervous system. If it is caused by the flipping of television images 
due to static caused by a passing plane, turn off the gadget and 
pick up a book set in immovable type. If it doesn’t go away then, 
you're sick, brother! 

NEUROPSYCHIATRY: Merger of medical sciences which includes 
neurology and psychiatry. Due for a big boom, now that war scares 
can be augmented by television and cigarets made to march. 

NEUROSIS: Used to designate practically any symptom of psychotic 
origin, making Hollywood the original bed of neuroses. 

NIHILISTIC DELUSION: Belief that the existing order of things has 
passed away. Common to old crocks who keep telling you about 
the good old days when summer was really summer and blizzards 
stopped all traffic for weeks. Producers who say they can't find 
anybody as pretty any more as Lily Langtry, Lillian Russell or 
Lili Putian. 

NIRVANA: Blissful state where every need is satisfied. Found only in 
prenatal embryos, catatonic stupors and Polyanna pictures. 

NOOKLEPSIA: Lewis’ term for thought-theft. People who believe their 
brainchildren are being kidnapped right out of their heads. If 
they hear anybody say, ‘I know what you're thinking,” they rush 
to the D.A. and swear out a complaint, and it’s rarely for petty 
larceny. Nooklepsia is what attorneys who specialize in plagiarism 
suits live on. 

NOSOPHOBIA: Morbid dread of a particular disease. In Hollywood it’s 
most common among the sort of person who counts his pulse be- 
fore he counts his change, and if the beat is over 100 he figures he 
can't take it with him and doesn’t pick up the change at all. 

NOSTALGIA: In its simple form this is not really a psychotic symptom 
but plain homesickness. When, however, it overcomes songwriters 

who become homesick for a flock of places they have never seen 
and would die in despair if ever sentenced to, it’s a neurosis that 
| might well end up as multiple schizophrenia. In the Mammy 

. syndrome. 

NUDOPHOBIA: Morbid dislike of being undressed, or of even looking 
at a naked body ‘(gymnophobia). Practically unknown in Holly- 
wood, though nudomania, the urgent desire to be naked, is com- 
mon enough. Most psychiatrists view sunbathing as sublimated 
nudomania but exclude strip-teasers because of the economic factor. 

NYCTOPHOBIA: An unreasonable fear of darkness. This, too, is not 
a common Hollywood neurosis though an unreasonable love of it 
certainly is. 

NANCY SCHOOL: Pre-Freudian neurologists in Nancy, France, who 
sought to remove hysteria by hypnotic suggestion, not being aware 
of their psychic origin. Headed by Bernheim. Freud studied at 
Nancy but was interested in neurosis, not hypnosis. How the terms 
came to mean effeminacy in men is quite clear. Subsequently: re- 
duced to “nance,” it became even more obscure, because Nance 
O'Neill certainly was not the name of an effeminate male. 

NIETZSCHEAN: Having the characteristics of Friederich Nietzsche. the 
Prussian whose superman spieis drove Mencken to beer, Shaw to 
clowning and their author crazy. 

NUMBER DREAMS: This is derived from Jung and develops a whole 
sexology around numerical symbols. Jung tells of one married man 
who dreamed of the number 2477 and by “free association” the 
psychoanalyst found the number totaled the birthdays of ithe 
patient himself, his mistress, his wife, his two children. and his 
mother added to the age of himself and his mistress exactly bal- 
anced what his illicit adventure had cost him. In Hollywood even 
more complicated numbers are dreamed up to go broke at Santa 
Anita, Las Vegas and even among the slot machines of private 
homes in Bel Air. A symptom of paranoia. 

NAKRAMANIA: This is a fear of a Bengalian disease associated with 


the grip. Starlets experience it during an exciting sequence in a 
projecting room. They teel sure something gripped them. Ama- 
teur psychiatrist present usually convince them it’s all in their 


imagination and that the subsequent black and blue marks came 
from stumbling against the seats in the dark. 

NASITIS: Inflammation of the nose. Common to critics who are per- 
petually claiming pictures stink. Actually what they are breathing 
is their own halitosis. 

NATURAL: Pertaining to nature. That is to say, not abnormal. In 
Hollywood associated with a roll of the dice when a 7 comes up on 
the first throw. 

NATES: The gluteal! region of the 
got a lot of cheek.” 
spell the preposition “but” with two t’s. 

NECROPHAGEOUS: Living on dead bodies. Producers who produce 
biographical siories about people dead so long that not an heir is 
left for the pavoff 

NEEDLING: Exploring with a grooved side to bring away a few drops 
from a cavity. In Hollywood any attempt to penetrate the hide of 
another with a wit sharper than a serpent’s tongue. 

NEROLI: The oil of orange blossoms. People who imagine they smell 


it when the “Bride and Groom” program comes over the air from 
Hiollywood every afternoon. 


body Origin of the phrase “She's 
4 fixation of night club entertainers who even 
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534 CHATTER 
Film Co. and sign up with Temo- 
Broadway Tonfilm Production in Berlin. 
, - in Eu-|, Harold Holberg signed by Ham-| 
The Earl Wilsons now in ‘burger Kammerspiel Production | 
rop ‘Co. for part in forthcoming pro- | 


e. 
Actor John a in from Holly- | juction. 
wood on a vacation. | Carl Ritter, UFA_ production) 

Joseph R. Vogel, Loew veepee, | anager and director, in Buenos | 
ar ag pote play investor Aires to work with Argentine film 


| ducers. 
over the weekend. PFO , ; 
ae ioral has returned to the ie Film Co. starting shooting 


eT “Kaetchen for All,” its fifth 
_— » ess concertizing through procuction of the year. Director 
’ The Ed (Kirkeby hotels) Pooles will be Akos V. Ratoyni, now in 


vet England. 
jn pote ed = English staff from Wessex Film 
e cu s. 


The Eddie Cantors and Sam and inspecting German seaport towns 


; : for shots for pic, 
Bella Spewack sailed Pics Europe | Horse,” based on the bestseller by 
Saturday (9) on the America. = | Price Williams. 
Robert B. Spafford, exec with 


; Minerva Film Co. in Stockholm 
vero fanagg ogee nse = opened a branch office in Hamburg 
elevision 3 ‘ 


Bh, - to arrange a German-Swedish film 
— eta Tite gets her ee See — man- 
— a ve ulncite 112A” ages the Hamburg office. 
yeeunen lag tg Ra ony gol Alfred Bittins, head of Cinephon 
co-star, Jack Ha ey, . 7. 4 Movie Co., announces a shooting 
ee eae eats for. Schedule for three pix following 

a ° i iy i 2) “J se , »* - 
eign dept. sales chief, back after Fare 00  eaceeeaate pmol _ 
10-week trek through the com- y> 
piny’s Continental branch offices. 

John Houseman, legit and film 
producer-director, —_— Monday 
(11) to the Coast to begin a seven- 
month stint as producer at RKO. Las Vegas 
His first assignment isn’t set. 

Carl ard Cleo Brisson due back| Burl Ives packing them 
from their native Denmark, where the Thunderbird. ; 
the singer was knighted by the| Business continues holding up 
government. They're expected good with regulars supplemented 


Village,” “The Three Dismal 
Nights” and “Mortal Love.” 





early next month via the Norse py annual influx of summer) 
countries and Britain. tourists. 
Last song Hildegarde waxed for Actor Bill Henry still life- 


Decca, before heading for the’ guarding at Last Frontier. Says 
Shamrock, Houston, was “Raisins he likes the LV sun better than 
and Almonds,” Yiddish folk song, the LA smog. 
done in the original tongue and in Villa Venice, new Italian eatery 
English. on the strip, finally 
Al Brower, N. Y. organizer of after props. Sam and Luigi Baker 
American Guild of Variety Artists, waited year and half for license. 
planed to Miami over the weekend; Larry Kent and Frances Faye 


for a two week combo of vacation | currently at the Flamingo, which | 


and biz huddles on union affairs in initiated its new wedding chapel 
that area. with the Aaron Rosenberg - Vicki 

Maxime de Beix, VARIETY’s long- Lang wedding. 
time Paris mugg, recovering from, Ted Lewis at Last Frontier 
hernia operation in a private hos-| starting July 15. Danny O'Neil, 
pital in Neuilly-sur-Seine (outside current emcee, will take a breather, 
the French capital); address, 2) but returns following Lewis en- 
Blvd. du Chateau. | gagement. O'Neil’s local quiz 

Impresario Alfredo Salmaggi on | show, “On the Spot,” now has the 
Saturday (9) at Triborough Sta-| fantastic local jackpot of $13,000. 
dium, Randalls Island, was pre-| sunnccicacciemtteliiet 
sented with a scroll of honor by | 
the National Assn. for the’ Advance- | 
ment of Colored lage . talee| 

Joseph Heppner, w.k. show biz 

vit and torince head of the Star, lett around $154,000. 
Press Photographers Assn., now John G. McCarthy in London 
sole owner of the Metropolitan for few days before moving on to 
Photo Service after buying out the | Scandinavia, but due back here 
interest of Morris Leftoff. /next month. 

Barbara Arkin, who scored in the 
Greenbush theatre, Blauvelt, N. Y., 
production of eg 4 oe ot ye 
the ingenue iead in ‘Persona p- + : ' 
pearance” at that house. She’s the $+,000 in fines. x 
niece of eouturier Sonia Rosenberg.| “Wanted on the Voyage,” a new 

Dorothy Wright, former showgirl comedy by Evadne Price and Ken 
in Ziegfeld and Dillingham produc- | Attiwell, having pre West End 
tions, has come out of retirement tryout at Wimbledon with cast 
to enter personal management headed by Lupino Lane. 


i mf ing Stephen Earl Wilson, interviewed on TV 
—" RE a ‘anes, pe during his recent London visit, is 


others. now in Paris and plans to go on to 
Motoring across the U. S., Erich the Riviera and Portugal before 
von Stroheim is due in Gotham returning home next month. 
Friday (15) before sailing for ore than 50 years’ service to 
France, July 22, aboard the Nieuw the film industry by Fred W. 
Amsterdam. Vet actor-director has Baker was marked by a presenta- 
just polished off a role in Para- tion from fellow producers of a 
mount’s “Sunset Boulevard.” pair of antique George IV silver 
Arthur L. Mayer, chief of the salvers. J. Arthur Rank officiated. 


U. S. Army’s we ——_ in Ger- | 
many, will probe production possi- | 
bilities in Israel before returning | Honolulu 
to these shores. Mayer has already | By Mabel Thomas 
tendered his resignation to take! Sunday dancing okayed by the 
government. 
“Ten Nights in a Barroom” a big 


effect at the earliest possible date. 

Saratoga is throwing a Monte 
Wooley day Aug. 1 in honor of the draw at the Waikiki Tavern. 
actor’s long residence at the resort. Eric Williams, of Britain’s Ealing 
Events call for a Monte Wooley Studios, here for a short visit. 
race at the track, parade, and a, Wahiawa’s Driftwood Theatre 
dinner. Wooley lives in a home Players displaying some unusual 
(christened by Frank Sullivan), talent in addition to offering good 
“The Beard’s Nest.” plays. 

With his thesping chores in Met- — Judith Anderson’s guest appear- 
ro’s ‘“‘Adam’s Rib” now at end, Da- ance with the Community Players 
vid Wayne arrived in Gotham yes- in ‘Medea” enthusiastically — 
terday (Tues.) enroute to Lake ceived. ; 
Placid for a two-month vacation. The Four Gobs, formerly known 


London 


toms over tobacco and other duti- 
able goods he brought back from 





He goes into Cole Porter’s Broad- as the Barons quartet, left for 
way legiter, “Heaven and Earth,” Guam and maybe Japan after a 
in the fall. 10-week appearance here. Mem- 

Virginia Mayo and her husband, bers of the act are Jack Stein, 


Michael O’Shea, in from the Coast Jack Frost. Steve Merrill and Jack 
for combined business - vacation. Barbee 

trip, during which the actress is 
scheduled to make a series of per- 
sonals throughout the east for pub- 
Jicity on her upcoming Warners’ 
film, “Girl From Jones Beach.” 


! . . 
Mexico City 
By D. L. Grahame 
Diego Rivera ill with stomach 
trouble and in the Anglo-American 
Germany hospital. 
Arnold Pressburger here ready- 
Siegfried Breuer signed up for ing his impending pic in English, 
leading role in “Ferryman.” “It_ Was on a Friday.” 
Director Harry Piel planning pic- Epifanio Tirado, 18, novice bull- 
ture centering around city of Co- fighter. was gored to death in the 
logne. arena at San Juan, Sinaloa. 


Will Meisel's operetta “Queen of Irma Vila, Mexican folksinger, 
One Night” has been bought for back from Spain, topping at the 


the screen. 

Max Obal, wellknown silent film 
director in Germany, committed Mary Ball, Ohio pianist, giving 
suicide in Berlin. recitals at the Palace of Fine Arts 

Gustaf Gruendgens readying under auspices of the Ministry of 
east for English tour. They will Public Education and Mexican- 
perform “Faust.” American Cultural Relations Insti- 

Hilde Koerber to leave Pontos , tute. 


Teatro Lirico and readying a Mexi- 
can revue for U. S. 





| 


“The Wooden | 


lease. New pix are “The Sounding | 


in at} 


preemed | 


George Graves, musical comedy | 


Al Burnett in trouble with cus- | 


New York, setting him back over | 


re- | 


Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 
(33 blvd. Montparnasse ) 

The John Garfields back in 
Paris. 

Borrah Minevitch to Deauville 
for weekend. 

Priscilla Kastner better after 
fortnight in bed. 


Ray Ventura lunching with Avr- 
'thur Lesser at Pre Catelan. 
Murray Silverstone 


in Paris, 
then to Italy for territorial sales 
convention. 

Jane Lewis, who came to model 





weeks. Stock company has been 
breaking records for six months 
at Rome's Eliseo. 

Bennett Holmes, N. Y. freelance 
writer, seeing Italy with Frank 
McHugh, executive secretary of 
the Ballet Theatre. Several mem- 
bers of the ballet group are in 
Capri. 





Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 
Col. Jason Joy, 20th p.r. topper, 


|in town on company biz. 


Local Variety tent contributed 


' $500 to the Evening Star Summer 
|Camp Fund. 


for Jacques Fath, switched to 
Pierre Balmain. ; 
Gerry Mayer out of American 


hospital, where he checked in on 
return from Rome. 

Bill King and Alex Stein attend- 
ing the last Auteuil racetrack 
session of the season. 

Otto Lang, the Louis Jourdans, 
the John Garfields, and plenty 
more at the Zanuck party at Pre 
Catelan. 

Best-looking crowd in a long 
David K. Bruce’s Fourth of July 
garden party. 

Casey Robinson to return to 
Hollywood via London, where wife 
Tamara Toumanova is currently 
| dancing at Covent Garden. 

Ann Mitchell to Cap d’Antibes, 
Lucette Caron to Nice, and Ta- 
mara Toumanova from London to 
Paris for weekend before husband 
Casey Robinson planed off to N. Y. 

Sylvie St. Clair, currently click- 
ing at Suzy Solidor’s Club Opera, 
back from a London weekend 
where she guest-starred 
radio program, 


Riviera 
By Margaret Gardner 
Neil Agnew at the Hotel du Cap. 
Irving Netchers here for a few 
weeks. 
William H. 


Weintraub at the 


Evalyn Tyner back at Hotel Stat- 
ler Embassy Room after her New 
York vaude stint. 

Fritz Kreisler sock b.o. 
outdoor concert Friday (8) 


at his 
night 


| with National Symphony. 


time in Paris at U. S. Ambassador | 


'“Pygmalion” at 


in BBC! 
“Cafe Continental.” | 


| top, 
Binghamton Theatre plans to re-| 


Hyattsville city council 
vote July 18 on the non-segregated 
legit proposed for 
suburb by Dean Goodman. 

Dennis Day guest af honor at the 


party tossed by his sponsors and | 


disturbed by a cold which almost 


muted him for the first few days | 


of his p.a. 

Carlton Alsop, Judy 
manager, flew in from Boston to 
see frau Sylvia Sidney score in 
Olney, nearby 
strawhatter. 

Louise Albritton in town to visit 


husband Charles Collingwood, the | 


CBS White House commentator, 
after her strawhat stint in “Phila- 
delphia Story.” 


Binghamton 


By Joe Diehl 
Arthur LeFleur, ‘the 
” into Kennedy’s Inn. 


human 


| Sume vaude around Labor Day. 


Carlton. 
| Jules Levey relaxing at the| 
Carlton. 

Elsa Maxwell installed in her 


Cannes villa. 

Rise Stevens and husband, Wal- 
ter Surovy, in from Paris. 

David Selznick still on Italian 
Riviera with Jennifer Jones. 

Andre Gide recuperating from a 


| the Steel Pier, Atlantic City, July | 


| recent illness at St. Paul de Vence. | 


Jean Sablon at the family villa 
|at Agay. 
months on the Riviera. 


| Station WINR, CBS, 
Expects to spend two | 


The Johnny Guedels making a/ 


brief stop in Cannes on their way 
|to Paris, and then home. 

| John Garfield and wife, having 
|left Beaulieu’s La Reserve for 
| Italy, expected back this week. 


|Casino Municipal 
| Jean-Jacques Vital’s ‘Pele-Mele.” 


| Nice’s open-air Verdure Theatre | 


| 
| 


| 


The open air theatre of Cannes’ | 
opening with | 


opened the season with the Nice | 
/Symphony’s program of Strauss | 


| waltzes. 
Wesley Ruggles to ‘Paris 
medical attention for his knee, 
‘never the same since his recent 
skiing accident. 
| Rita and Aly, back at Chateau 
‘de L’Horizon, making an appear- 
ance at Palm Beach Casino Gala 
for American Navy. 


for | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| Robert Temple, v.p. of Raymond | 


|R. Morgan Co., in Cannes for a 
look-see at the company’s produc- 
tion of “This Is Paris.” 

Charles Boyer, 


days, in the audience of Cheva- 
lier’s radio show, “‘This Is Paris.” 

The Art Linkletters’ brief stop 
at Cannes before leaving for Rome, 
where they expect to meet up 
with the John Guedels, now in 
Switzerland. 

After a brief hiatus while Mau- 
rice Chevalier was in Paris, the 
radio show “This Is Paris’ re- 
sumed on a bi-weekly schedule, in 
order to keep ahead of its Mutual 
play dates. 





Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 


Edgar Bergen and wite at the 
Hassler. 
Nancy Carroll has returned to 


Rome trom Paris. 

The Three Bonos head a vaude- 
ville show at the Quattro Fontane. 

Dario Sabatello left for Holly- 
wood for an Italo-American picture 
deal 

Bill Dowdell. columnist of the 
Rome Dailv American, bedded with 
an infected leg. 

Nino Taranto. Italian comics. at 
the Adriano in a revue called “Nu- 
vole” (“Clouds”’). 

Charles Moses, production man- 
ager tor Gregory Ratoff, left for a 


short trip to Paris. : 

Margaret Mantica will write a 
script tor Sir Alexander Korda on 
a religious theme, called “The 


Eternal City.” 

Robert Whitehead and wife are 
touring France, Italy and Ger- 
many for two months. They sail 
home from France July 21. 

Edouardo DiFilippo and Co. do- 
jing a new play every three or four 


with Maurice Chevalier for eight, . Va 
'tinuing at Hotel Nicollet 


Andrew Jaremca, general man- 


| ager of Mutual’s WKOP back from 


foreign language clinic in N. Y. 


Network affiliate, WNBF, to in-| 


troduce television next December. 
Studios are already under con- 
struction. 

Joe DiFulvio, local lad and 
former Comerford usher here, goes 
into Palace, N. Y., July 28 with 
harmonica act. He's also set for 


14. 
George news editor 
utilized de- 
vice to. circumvent radio 
LaMotta-Cerdan fight, recently by 
employing a runner in “message 
to Garcia” role between mike and 


O'Connor, 


| wires at Binghamton Morning Sun | 
'thus bringing listeners sole blow 
| by blow account in Southern Tier | vaude 


area. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Persian Palms has 
Mack. 
Hot Lips Page and band at St. 
Paul Flame. 
Gene Krupa into Prom Ballroom 
for one-nighter. 
University of Minnesota Theatre 
presenting ‘‘Caste.”’ 
Danny and Doc’s “Jewel Box 
Revue” in 11th week at Curly’s. 
Ben Yost's “Vikings” tops Hotel 
Radisson Flame Room’s floorshow. 
Edyth Bush Little Theatre cast- 
ing for “The Women,” underlined 


house-guesting attraction. 


Dorothy Lewis’ ‘Ice Cireus” con- 


sota Terrace. 

New York Theatre Guild—aA.T:S. 
1949-50 subscription blanks prom- 
ise four attractions and carry a 
$14.55 top season rate, with “The 


,Madwoman of Chaillot” and “Sil- 


| 
' 
| 


ver Whistle” listed among possibil- 


ities. 
Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 
Freddie Bernard into Club 22. 


Sonny Mars held over at Five 
O'Clock Club. 
“Slattery’s Hurricane,” filmed 


here, preems Aug. 3. 

Alan Gale on vacash, with Paul 
Gray filling comedy spot at his 
Celebrity club. 

Hearings on bankruptcy action 
against Copa City cwners continu- 
ing, with likelihood of summer re- 
opening dimmer. 

Elizabeth Taylor and mother 

planed back to Coast after long 
visit with fiance Bill Pawley Jr., 
at his dad's estate. 
Biz in hotels picked up pace 
since sellout July 4 weekend, with 
tourists from New York as well 
as southern states. Nitery biz get- 
ting a good play. 


Terry Lawlor featured at Clover 
club. Jack Goldman, owner, re- 
turned from New York with Cab 


Calloway inked for return engage- 
ment next season. 

Midnight gabfest-recording  air- 
ers. locally now includes Alan 
Courtney (WINZ), Dick Stern 
(‘WKAT-MBS), Hal Murray 
(‘WQAM-ABC), Lee Mason 


(WINZ) and Barry Gray (WMIE). 


due to/| 


the Maryland | 


Garland’s | 


ban on| 


Mirth & | 


Minne- | 


Cliff Lewis bedded wi , 
tis i th lary ngi- 

Irving Hamlin has joi 
fackery. ‘ Joined WR 

ohn Mock returned fr 
vacation. a 

Harold Lloyd recovered from re. 

ow. ea: 
ctor Borge off to Pit 

a Pop. = eases 'sburgh 
ex iams in St. Joseph’ 

-“~ for —— surgery. oh’ hee, 
eter Lin Hayes an 

Healy in town resting. ; Mary 

Ralph Jordan recuperating at 
home from major surgery. 
| Dore Schary hosting Dr. 

“ee Se Metro luncheon. 
cen Murray laying out 
| for Bevhills house and — 

Joseph Hazen due in end of 
|month on vacash-biz combo visit 

Helen Rose designing costumes 
for 10th year for the Ice Follies 

Verne Parten back from three 
|month trip to France and Italy 
| Harry Platt back at his WB desk 
| after three-month visit in England 
| Victor Mature’s mother, Mrs. 
Clara Mature, visiting from Louis- 
| ville. 

Joseph Calleia, back from Lon. 
don, set for top role in “The Palo. 
mino.” 

Rex Allen starting theatre, state 
| fair and rodeo swing through Mid- 
west Aug. 4. 

Erich von Stroheim tossed Par 
commissary luncheon for 22 for- 
eign correspondents. 

Bill Thomas off from his Para- 
mount producing chores July 15 
for month’s vacation. . 

Ted Saucier here talking with 
| Metro execs about a sequel to 
| ‘Weekend at the Waldorf.” 

Edward Gross heads for London, 
Aug. 22, to set opening of “St. 
Louis Woman” there in O¢étober. 

William Guthrie, head of War- 
‘ners location department, recup- 
erating from emergency appendec- 
tomy. 





Ralph 


Collette Lyons, currently in 
“Show Boat” at the Greek Thea- 
tre, is bicycling between role in 


“Wabash Avenue.” 

Richard Vath in as leading man 
of “Old Blue Light” as Pasadena 
Playhouse when Joe Jefferson is 
forced out by illness. 

David Wayne will take two 
| months vacation at Lake Placid be- 
fore going into Cole _ Porter's 
“Heaven and Earth.” 

Mrs. Harriet V. Fields will re- 
ceive widow’s share, $771,000, of 
estate left by W. C. Fields, accord- 
ing to court ruling here. 


| Marilyn Maxwell's first Metro 
assignment after three months 
tour is co-starring with 


| Clark Gable in “Key to the City.” 

Barbara Kent Edington, with her 
brother, Gerard Cloutman, as part- 
ner is continuing the agency oper- 
ated by her late husband, Harry 
Edington. 





Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 
|; Justin Hermans hosting Tom 


| Ewells. 

| Elizabeth Eustis and Jean Gil- 
_lespie spending summer in New 
| Hope. 

Theron Bamberger abandoning 
|idea for locally written revue this 
| season. 
| Mrs. Bill Doll and son Mike 
| back from California visit to 
mother. 


Eleanor Pollock, Cue editor, re- 
| Ccuperating at Huffnagel home from 
major operation. Back at desk 
| Aug. 1. 

Dovlestown Horse Show for 
benefit of hospital drew record 
crowds from Thursday through 
Saturday at Fairgrounds. 

Joe Hymans weekending with 
| Moss Harts, ditto the Carl Fishers 
| with John Roots, and Ted New- 
|tons with Eric Dresslers. 
| Marjorie Millard, of Stockton, 
|N. J., back to greasepaint for “Ah, 
| Wilderness” at Playhouse July 18. 
Gloria Folland (Mrs. Tod Andrews’ 
ditto. 

Artist Bill Ney’s 
Gretchin, selected by cartoonist 
Harry Haenigsen in contest to find 
girl most resembling his “Penny 
,at Street Fair. 

Street Fair in New 
four nights over July 


daughter, 


Hope for 
4 weeken 


topped $11,000 for record gross In 
annual shindig for benefit ol Me- 
morial gymnasium 
Philadelphia 
By Jerry Gaghan . 
Ezra Rachlin named conducto 
of the Austin (Tex.) Symphon) 
Orch. 


Vaiaida Snow, playing the Har- 
lem, Atlantic City, is quitting mit 
ery work to prepare for a fal! com 
cert tour, which opens in Toronto 
in September. : re 

The Mid-City Young Womens 
Christian Assn. has adopted Irving 
Berlin’s “Homework” (from Miss 
Liberty” score) as its official sone. 
Composer presented a copy 0 his 
tune to Mrs. Charles Biddle, 
| the Y's board of directors. 
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WILLIE ‘BUNK’ JOHNSON 

Willie “Bunk” Johnson, 69, Negro 
trumpet player credited with teach- 
ing Louis Armstrong, died July 7 
in New Iberia, La. He was stricken 
as the Dixieland jazz he helped 
found was having its renaissance 
jn New Orleans, his home town. 

Precocious, “Bunk” could play a 
cornet at six and was a member 
of professional bands in his teens. 
In 1911 he paraded with the Eagle 
Band, tagged by the youthful Louis 
“Satchmo” Armstrong, who used 
to beg to carry his horn. 

Later he worked with bands on 
ships which took him to the far 
corners of the globe, but in 1931 
he began losing his teeth and gave 
up music to work in the rice fields 
of New Iberia. 

Then William Russell, interview- 
ing Armstrong for his book, “Jazz- 
men,” heard of Johnson’s situation 
and started a collection which gave 
the elderly Negro a set of teeth 
and a new trumpet. 

Johnson formed a band in New 
Orleans and began recording the 
music he had played during his 
years of travel, after which he 
toured the country and made rec- 
ordings with his band. He returned 
to New Iberia last year, ill and dis- 
couraged. 


ELLY COLLMER 

Elly Collmer, 71, retired actress. 
died at sea July 5 as she was re- 
turning to this country after a two- 
year stay in Italy. 

Miss Collmer died aboard the 
Egyptian ship, Mohamid Ali El 
Kebir, off the coast of Gilbraltar, 
and was buried at sea. She was 
the leading comedienne of the 
Irving Palace Theatre at the turn 
of the century and was a member 
of the original cast of “The White 
Horse Tavern” about 45 years ago. 
For a time she was a member of 
the Maude Adams company, in 
New York and on tour 

She was born in Milwaukee, the 


My Jack: 


WFIL, Philadelphia, for the last 
eg years, died July 6 in Rochester, 
me Ze 

Miss Ives 
the Philly 
years and 
club which 


associated with 
industry for 17 
headed her own radio 
had more than 40,000 
members. She began her career 
by substituting for a home 
economist. Later she appeared on 
network shows with interviews of 
Stars in Philly, while serving as 
consultant for a soap and cosmetic 
firm 
Survived 
sistel 


was 
radio 


by a brother and a 


GALT BELL 

sell, 49, actor-producer 
who brought the production of 
“The Drunkard” to Los Angeles 
16 years ago, died July 6 at Whit- 


Galt 


tier, Cal. Bell, for the past three 
years, had not been connected 
with “The Drunkard,” which is 


now starting its 17th year in L. A. 

Recently he was directing the 
Whittier Community Players, little 
theatre group. Before staging 
“The Drunkard” at Carmel and 
bringing it to L. A. in 1933, Bell 
was an actor in eastern theatres. 

Surviving are his mother and 
sister. 

PETER WARING 

Peter Waring, 30, one of Brit- 
ain’s top radio comedians only a 
year ago, hanged himself 
rope off a mail sack in the Penton- 
ville prison, London, July 9. 

Waring sentenced to nine 
months the day before on charges 


Was 


of false pretenses and obtaining 
credit without disclosing he was 
an undischarged bankrupt. A de- 
tective testified the comedian 
earned $600 a week in 1948. The 
British Broadcasting Corp. let him 
go, however when his financial 


troubles led to the courts. 





DORTHY MANNERS 
Dorothy Manners, former actress, 


He is not gone 
he is just away. 
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daughter of Julius Collmer, Shakes- 
pearean actor and producer in the 
middle west. She was married in| 
1907 in New York to Emil Feffer- 
corn, interior decorator, who died 
in 1930. A daughter survives. 


ROBERT B. McKENZIE 


Robert B. McKenzie, 68, actor, | 
died after a heart attack at Manu-| 
nuck, R. L., July 8. He had gone 
to fullfil an engagement with silo 
troupe there and was stricken dur- 
ing a rehearsal. He was the father | 
of Fay McKenzie, actress-wife of | 
Billy Gilbert, comedian and stager 
of musicals. 

McKenzie had appeared in many | 
legits on Broadway and on the 
road. He had also been in films 
since the silent era, working for 
Essenay and other studios. More 
recently he had played character 
roles in a number of Hollywood 


roductions, including “Duel in 
he Sun.” 
VIOLET N. BRYANT 


Violet Nellie Bryant, 80, who 
with her husband, Samuel, inau- 
gurated Bryant’s Showboat some 
30 years ago, died July 4 in a Gal- 
lipolis, O., hospital. 

Mrs. Bryant and her husband. 
who came to America from Eng- 
land at the turn of the century, 
both had theatrical backgrounds 
Which led to the establishment of 
aa Showboat in the tradition of 
the old floating theatres that were 
Popular in earlier years. 

Their son, Capt. Billy Bryant, 
Saried on with the showboat in 
= own name after they retired, 

ut the pair accompanied him on 


ee tours. The elder Bryant died 
ast year. 


EDWARD TEMPLE 
ins (Eddy Polo) 
perf ward Temple, 41, trapeeze 
was killed known as Eddy Polo. 
as killed in a 60-foot fall while 
pertorming at Riverside Park. 
Tomar, Mass., July 9. 
wre teen at first was believed to 
of th een Eddie Polo, former star 
silent Ale anger serials of the 
that ums. It was later explained 
ag ep ite assuming professional 
letaet oe to the screen star, the 
to ‘inal Polo had never attempted 
reciity the infringe, but rather 


a given the ] ; 3 
. B a ~ > \ .c 
OF success d his best wishes 


ANICE IVES 
Ives, | Whose “Every- 
four” was featured over 


Anice 
Woman's } 


| Manager 
1and Allied 


died of a heart ailment July 5 in 
Kennebunkport, Me. 

Miss Manners had been associ- 
ate manager of the Kennebunkport 
Plavhouse and its predecessor, the 
Garrick Players, since 1932. She 
had plaved on the legitimate stage 
with George Arliss and George M. 
Cohan. 

In vaudeville she had 
with her husband, Jim 


teamed 
Kelly, as 


| Kelly & Kent. 


REUBEN ROSENBLATT 
Reuben Rosenblatt. 51, St. Louis 
for Monogram Pictures 
Artists. died in that 
city, July 6 after a heart attack. 

Rosenblatt entered 
tute sales field in 


: 
McKechnie, manager of the Cleve- 


land Indians baseball team. 


with a4 





MAX LAREY 

Max Larey, 60, Henry King’s 
production assisstant. died in Holly- 
wood, July 7 of a heart ailment. 
on varey had been with King for 
</ years, starting with him as an 
accountant when King had his own 
film company in New York. 


N. G. DORBANDT 
N. G. Dorbandt, 94, former thea- 


tre owner, died at Athens. Tex.. 
July 4. He and his two sons. Will 
and Ed Dorbandt established the 


Dixie and Liberty Theatres there 
Houses are still being operated 
by the two sons. 


JAIME BORRAS 


Jaime Borras, legit actor. 70. 
died in Barcelona, June 17 He 
was a well-rated actor both in 


Spanish and Catalan languages 
Survived by his actor-brother., 
Enrique. 
EMMA MADIGAN 
Mrs. Emma Madigan, 80, wife of 


Frank Madigan, pioneer sound 
and special effects man, died 
July 6 in Hollywood. She is sur- 


vived by her husband. 
HARRY LUDLOW 
Harry Ludlow, longtime theatre 
manager for Hoyts cinema loop at 
Mayfair, Sydney, Australia, died 
suddenly from heart attack, July 6. 
Widow and two sons survive. 


Carl L. Shaner, former actor and 
member of the Horne Stock Co., 
died in Youngstown, O., July 1. For 
eight years he was manager of Cas- 
cade Park at New Castle, Pa. 

A past president of the Ohio 
Grotto Assn., he had been prom- 
inent in amateur theatricals in re- 
cent years. 


Grandmother, 85, of Kate Smith, 
radio songstress and news com~+~ 
mentator, died in Lake Placid, 
N. Y., July 10. Surviving besides 
Miss Smith are two daughters. | 
naa meee | 

Father, 62, of Marty Ames, orch | 
leader, died in Newark, N. J., July 9. | 


John B. (Jack) Caruso, pro- | 
jectionist at the Ambassador thea- 
tre for 20 years, was found dead 


in his home in St. Louis, July S| 


Wife and son survive. 


Harry G. Lihou, head of motion 


picture dept. of Erker Bros. Opti- | 


cal Co., died at his home in St. 
Louis, July 4 of heart disease. 
Abraham Miller, 58, father of | 
Robert Merrill, Met opera baritone, | 
died in Flushing, L. I., July 4. | 
Singer, who was on tour in Italy, | 


| planed home for the funeral. 


motion pic- | 
1923 and about 


10 years ago came to St. Louis as | 


a Paramount salesman in Southern 
Illinois. He succeeded the late 
Barney Rosenthal as local manager 
for Monogram-Allied Artists in 
1948. Remains were shipped to 
Newark, N. J.. for interment, 


ELSA CLEMENT 

Elsa Clement, 59, former concert 
soprano, died July 8 in Toledo, O. 
For many years she sang with N. Y. 
group known as the Friends of 
Music. She later sang frequently 
over Toledo radio stations. 

Her father, Lewis Clement, di- 
rected the Toledo Symphony Or- 
chestra for many years. 

H. E. ULRICH 

H. E. “Hort” Ulrich, 64, died at 
his home in Salina, Kans., July 8. 

He was a veteran theatre man of 
the midwest area, his last assign- 
ment being manager of the Fox 
Theatre. Salina, from which he re- 
tired in 1945 He also had been 
manager of theatres in many other 
Kansas towns. 


RICCARDO P. MANGIAGALLI 
Riccardo Pick Mangiagalli, 67. 
one of Italy's leading composers of 


ballet and symphony music, died 
in Milan. Italy. July 8 
Among his best known ballet 


compositions were “Romantic Noc- 
turne. “The Magic Carillon, “Evo- 
cations.” “The Unexpected Guest’ 
and “Kisses and Blows.” 

JAMES McKECHNIE 
James McKechnie, business man- 
er for the Gene Autry roadshow, 
died of a heart attack in Yakima, 
Wash July 10 Previously Mc- 
Kechnie, who joined Autry’s outfit 
last vear, had been with Ear] Car- 
roll’s productions for 20 years. — 

Surviving is his brother, Bill 


ag 


Father, 73, of Robert’ Pollak, 
drama critic for Chicago Sun- 
Times, died in Chicago, July 6. 

Father of Betty Jane Smith, 
dancer died in Pensacola, Fla., 
July 2. 
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for the sake of seeing any picture. | 
What will keep the houses open 
are big, outstanding films. Holly- 
wood knows this—lI noticed that on 
my last trip to the Coast—and the | 
studios are showing the right ap- | 
proach. I have no doubt they will | 
give a good account of themselves. | 

“By big, outstanding pictures, I | 
don’t necessarily mean very costly 
ones. Pictures require brains, not 


money. The talk that high-cost | 
films attract the public is not} 


correct. Give me brains and Ill) 
make good pictures. The others | 
can have the U. S. Treasury behind 
them but if they don’t have the} 
talent, their money will not prod- 
uce good pictures.” 

The industry's difficulties in the 
past three years on the score of | 
weaker product were w ar-born, 
Zukor stresses. “Our best writers, 
actors and technicians were serv- 


ing in the armed forces.” he ex- 
plains. “We were deprived of our 
best brains, something the in- 


dustry. of course, can be proud of. 
We did the best we could with the 
manpower available. It is only 
now that we are beginning to bene- 
fit by the return of these men.” 


Only in the season coming up 
will the industry show the full 
fruits of the return of these men, 
Zukor emphasizes. “The stories 
and the scripts written by them 
did not materialize until last 
vear.” he says. “We will get the 
full benefits beginning this fall. 


Knowing those conditions, I cant 


feel depressed about the future. 


“The critics who jump on the 
film business do not wait to analyze 
this factor. The cry of ‘what's 


wrong with Hollywood’ is entirely 


false. In the old days, it used to 


be radio that was going to put us| 


out of business. That exploded and 
so will the so-called threats of 
today. The audiences will be as 
much interested in pictures in the 
future as they were in the past— 
if not more so.” 

Zukor sees no real handicap in 
the changes at Paramount required 


by the anti-trust decree. “It is 
true, selling under the decree 
requires greater effort,” he says, 
“since it must be theatre-by-thea- 
tre. But we are prepared to make 
special application to meet these 
new conditions.” 

Because of the dwindling foreign 
market, Zukor concedes that the 
companies will get “nowhere near 
the profits of the past.” However 
a reasonable profit seems certain 
to him. He believes the foreign 
situation will improve and_ that 
“the fears and hysteria will soon 
be behind us.” 

“In order to recapture the for- 


eign market and compete success- 
fully in the future, we must make 
good pictures,” according to Zukor. 
“But competition is not a handicap 
but a challenge—a challenge I find 
very intriguing. I welcome it and 
always will welcome it because 
good, hard competition makes for 
progress.” 

At 77, Zukor is still working at 
high tension on company business. 
Punching the clock daily for a full 
eight-hour stint, the vet showman 
is planning to take an extensive 
swing through Europe with George 
Weltner, foreign dept. chief, in the 





fall. He recently returned to the 
h.o. from a series of regional sales 
meets through the U. S. and Can- 


ada in which he pitched for more 
enthusiastic selling of Par pix. 
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dark, also Euclid Garden, 
are a number of other cafes 
dance places. The parks 
doing mildly; ditto 

beaches. 

Where they go is a mystery. 
No hotel can attract them. 
Fenway Hall, the smartest 
place in town, tried it vainly. 

But what element in Cleve- 
land that does step out seems to 
motor some.17 miles outside of 
the city to the Blossom Heath 
Inn, past the Westlake terri- 
tory. 

The band attraction is Guy 
Lombardo’s Royal Canadians, 
so named because of their 
Canuck derivation, and shap- 
ing up as a musical find that 
should inspire a “rave” in 
these dog days of dreary dan- 
Ssapators and so-so entertain- 
ment. Under Lombardo’s di- 
rection, this combination of 10 
which includes two other Lom- 
bardo brothers (Carmen, sax, 
and Lebert, trumpet) socks 
out dance music of a type that 
would make the jaded New 
Yorkers, for instance, sit up 
with startling alacrity. Only 
every so often does a dance 
unit come along that possesses 
a gifted knack of presenting 
smooth syncopation of inspira- 
tional proportions. A_ tonie 
for sluggish feet, the double 
auintet delivers a brand of 
dansapation that places them 
head and shoulders above a 
general fun of standard units. 

If the Lombardo technique 
can be registered on the wax, 
iheir dance records will perk 
things up materially. ‘St. 
Louis Blues,” for instance, has 
been canned time and again, 
and yet a phonograph record- 
ing of their version will prove 
pleasantly surprising in indigo 
dance-music. 

Whether it was Emerson or 
Noah Webster, as has been de- 
bated, the parable of the world 
beating a pathway to the door- 
step. of the man who makes 
the best mousetrap in the 
world, or does anything better 
than his neighbor, is aptly il- 
lustrated in the Lombardo en- 
gagement. With the heart of 

the city places doing nothing, 
excepting the Chinese restau- 
rants which cannot be consid- 
ered, here’s a band that aver- 
ages $1,100 in minimum trade 
on weekdays and $1.500 on 
weekends, computed on the re- 
quirement of a minimum §$] 
check per person. No couvert 


ee ems 
as 
and 
are 
the 


obtains, the drinks and light 
food comprising the menu. 
From dinner until an hour 
past midnight, the crowd turns 
over, averaging over 1,000 at- 
tendance daily. 

Drawing power of this cali- 
ber has interested the Bruns- 
wick phonograph people for 


recording purposes and almost 


every local manager for the 
fall, although Lombardo is 
New York inclined. Abel. 


MARRIAGES 


Viola Burns to Robert J. Hilli- 
ard, Chicago, recently. Bride was 
a tormer radio-television produ- 
cer with Young & Rubicam agency, 

Mary Simpson to 
at Tuesen, July 6. 
director. 

Aaron Rosenberg to Vicki Lang, 
Las Vegas, July 2. He’s a producer 


Raoul Walsh 
He’s the film 


at Universal-International 

Cora Sue Collins to James Me- 
Kay, Hollywood, July 7. Bride is 
former moppet film player; he’s 
former owner of Cal-Neva Lodge, 
Las Vegas. 

Fav Paula Moore to Philip Kadi- 
son, White Plains, N. \ July 9. 
jride is an actress; he’s composer 
of musicomedies 

Phyliss Buelah Jaslow to George 
N. Renner, Berkeley, Cal., June 26 
Bride is the daughter of Bert 
Jaslow, head of Universal Artists 
Bureau, N. Y 

Mr. and Mrs. Sammy Cahn, 
daughter, Hollywood, July 7. Fath- 


er is a songwriter. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
daughter, Santa 
Father is a screen 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin 
New York, July 9. Fathei 
disk jockey. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Ferris, daugh- 
ter, Seattle, July 6. Father is news- 


Burt 
Monica, 
actor. 
Block, son, 
is WNEW 


Lancaster, 
July 5. 


caster at KJR, Seattle 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Baur, daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, July 6. Father is 
assistant director on Colin Miller’s 
“Kiss For Corliss” radio show, 

Mr. and Mrs. Alee Chesser, son, 
San Antonio, July 6 Father is 
program director of KITE there; 
mother was formerly on staff of 
KABC. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. Jerry Spengler, 
daughter, San Antonio, July 6 
Father is promotion manager for 


KABC there. 
Mr. and Mrs, William Kent, son, 


Santa Monica, July 9. Mother is 
[rene Tedrow, who plays Corliss 
Archer’s mother on the air show 
series, 
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ballad so far has realized nearly 
$150,000 for the Foundation and, in 
itself, is a record for earnings of 
a single song, It may assume even 
greater proportions if and when it’s 


utilized for a film. Among other 
things, Berlin deliberately pays 
himself an abnormal high royalty 
of 8c per copy, which of course 
goes to the Scouts, in order to 
swell the fund. Even the ASCAP 
performances income is segued 


into a special accounting for bene- 
fit of the Foundation. 

Incidentally, the Emma Lazarus 
/ poem is the first non-Berlin lyrie 
to which the songsmith set a mel- 
ody since the pioneer days of Nig- 


ger Mike’s on the Bowery when 
some very early-day pops were 
written in collaboration with Al 
Piantadosi and Ted Snyder. But 


since “Alexander’s Ragtime Band” 
he has been a words-and-musie 
man, the only one of stature in 
ASCAP annals besides Cole Porter, 

An idea of what Berlin means 
that “Give Me Your Tired. Your 
Poor” can be an “imvortant” song 
is the 10,000-copy order which the 
Berlin Musie Corp. sold Fred War- 
ing of his own arrangement of the 
ballad. Waring has many outlets in 
schools and educational quarters, 
and the income from such an order 


| Zoes pronto to the Foundation. 


Berlin goes to Hollywood, to re- 
sume talks on a Paramount film 
deal, in a week or two after “Miss 
Liberty” debuts on Broadway this 
Friday (15). 











———————— 


SAG-Equity 


=e © ONtinued from page 1 s—! 


ing a current rate of taxes on each 
years take. Government then fig- 
ures average for four years, tax- 
ing on the four-year basis. either 


refunding the overcharge or col- 
lecting the tax due. 
Talent unions are not tied in 


with the plan being advanced by 
the Motion Picture Industry Coun- 
cil which calls for high-bracketers 
to buy a $10,000 bond each year 
tax-free; later on paying the tax 
on sale of the bond when things 
are leaner. This plan has been 
heard by the House Committee, 
and is now incorporated in House 
Bill No. HR3224. 

While actors are only pushing 
their plan, they emvhasize it would 
aid any profession which has a 
yearly income variance, 
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BLACKBURN TWINS 


“JANET BLAIR IS ONE OF THE 
FEW HOLLYWOOD SPARKLERS 
WHOSE PERSONAL APPEARANCE 
IS ENTERTAINING AND NOT THE 
STANDARD ‘GLAD-TO-BE-HERE’ 
BLAH-BLAH. She sings, dances and 
is a looker, too...” 

WALTER WINCHELL, Sunday Mirror 


“Janet Blair and the Blackburn Twins 
at the Carousel have the SMARTEST 
CAFE ACT this town has seen in a 
blue moon. It has STYLE, IMAGINA- 
TION, and CLASS GALORE, and there 
isn’t a moment during the nearly 45 
minutes they're on that the place 
doesn’t bubble over. Miss Blair will 
be a TREMENDOUS SURPRISE to 
those who know her only by movie 
reputation.” ... 

HAROLD COHEN, Pittsburgh Press 








with the 


— Choreography by RICHARD BARSTOW — 


“Miss Blair has LOOKS, VITALITY 
and a well developed COMEDY sense. 
The Blair-Blackburn team sparked the 
Roxy's best audience reaction. Their 
youthful exurberance and uninhibited 
hoofing scored a TREMENDOUS HIT.” 

- » »« BILLBOARD 


“Janet Blair at the Chicago Theatre 
is proving she’s A SHOW STOPPER. 
Aided by the Blackburn Twins, Miss 
Blair gives out with a performance 
that has agents in a tizzy trying to 
sign her for quick theatre and cafe en- 
gagements.” . ,. . IRV KUPCINET, 

Chicago Sun-Times 


“Janet Blair at the Paramount proves 
she is A SPARKLING PERFORMER.” 
LOUIS SOBOL, N. Y¥. Journal-American 


Nn 


} 


“Janet Blair and the Blackburn 
Twins are America’s HOTTEST CAFE 
See +i 
EARL WILSON, N. Y. Post Home News 


“Janet Blair and the Blackburn 
Twins SMASHING RECORDS at Pitts- 
burgh’s Carousel.” ,.. ED SULLIVAN, 

N. ¥. Daily News 


“Janet Blair WOWED THEM in per- 
sonal appearances at the Paramount 
and Roxy Theatres.” . . , LOUELLA 

PARSONS, N. Y. Journal-American 


“Janet Bilair’s dancing and singing 
at the Chicago Theatre this week is 
being HAILED AS SOCK SHOW BUSI- 
NESS BY ALL.” ., . ROY TOPPER, 

Chicage Herald-American 


“Hailed as SOCK SHOW BUSINESS by all...” 


ROY TOPPER, Chicago Herald Am. 





“This petite song-dance darling 
pleases with IMAGINATIVE MATE- 
RIAL. She sings with CLASS and 
does a satire with AMUSING dance 
and vocal CHARM.” ... FRANK 

QUINN, N. Y¥. Daily Mirror 


“Janet Blair makes the difference in 
the current Paramount stage show be- 
tween standard and STANDOUT 
ENTERTAINMENT. Miss Blair opens 
sole with SOCK vocal interpretations 
and HITS A TOP PACE in a couple 
of NOVELTY numbers neatly executed 
in conjunction with the Blackburns 
FLASHY dance routines. After de- 
livering several numbers THEY HAD 
TO BEG OFF.” . . . VARIETY 


Currently ROXY, New York © Opening August 25 - PALMER HOUSE, Chicago 


MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 


Personal Mogft.: 


ALFRED LEVY 


Press Relations: 
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